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PREFACE. 


Some years since I left Lower Canada, the country 
of my birth, and have, from that period, resided 
chiefly^ in England. Here I have had both time and 
opportunity to reflect upon the state of the various 
colonies which belong to the British Empire, and of 
that which to me is most interesting — my native 
country. Her present pplitical situation has occupied 
a large portion of my thoughts ; the want of correct 
information among the peopk of England, respecting 
that situation, has been lohg to me a subject of deep 
regret and solicitude ; and, at length, in the absence 
of others more competent to the task, I have sum- 
moned resolution to hazard an explanation of the 
affairs of my country, persuading myself, that the 
candid statements of a Canadian by extraction may 
diminish, if they cannot destroy, the many unfavour- 
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able and incorrect impressions which have been 
created by the relations of various English travellers 
and resident Anglo-Canadians, respecting the feelings 
and situation of my countrymen. The matter is laid 
before the public, as one in which they themselves 
are interested; and an appeal is made to the good 
sense of the English people, in hopes that they will 
listen to both sides of the question. 


* » 


Few persons are ignorant that, for some yekrs 
past, there has existed in Canada a misunderstanding 
between the Local Gk>vemment and the House of 
Assembly, which is the popular branch of the Legls^ 
latiire ; that this misunderstanding became more than 
ever decided during the late administration of Lord 
Dalhousie ; and that it was at last deemed advisiable 
by the colony to have recourse to the Imperial Go- 
vernment, in order to settle the differences existing. 
To enable the British Legislature justly to adjudge 
between these contending parties, much information 
is required — part of this information the present 
Work is intended to afford. Many pamphlets liave 
been published in Quebec and Montreal on the same 
subject, and some of these are in the hands of per- 
sons in this country, directly interested in the affiurs 
of the colony. The tone of these works shows to 
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what height party feelings have arrired^ and the 
^jstrong desire that exists on all sides to justify their 
.^CMiduct in the eyes of the public ; but none of them 
f has been Mrritt^n for the English people — ^none of 
Jthein> hpwevex deserving, has had an opportunity 
I of being circulated here. Being, for the most part^ 
^ writtM by persons ignorant of the 9tate of the in- 
formation of Englishmen respecting Canada/ they 
seldom contain such matter, or are put into such 
^ , ^ form, as U> Ratify or excite the curiosity of the 
. JSoglish public. These drcmnstances have induced 
> ine to take upon myself the character of an Author; 
^^^ endeavour, as far as lay in my power, to expose 
^^ t)^ complicated causes of our complaints; and to seek 
l^pf^ the hands of the British nation, what they are 
^ever jready to grant — -justice to an injured people. 


-I 


^ . In this undertaking, I hope for little success as an 
^ Author ; still less do I expect any approbation from 
,,. the contending political parties themselves, since I 
have attached mysdf strictly to the truth, without 
^ ^referenf^e either to persons or parties. The task of 
.^laming the proceedings of the various individuals 
^ coipiposing or connected with the Local Government, 
^. i» to me too painful to have been undertaken lightly, 
. or without a deep feeling of th e^iecessity of its being 
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inlpairtially add ^completely performed : no perawi^l 
fcfeliogd hare interfered ; and I therefore request all 
those who have been, and are members of the local 
administration, to believe that I have no desire to 
attack them as individuals, and that my reflections 
regard solely then- public functions ; my sole aim ia 
to afford the people of this country a knowledge of 
our situation, so that they may be able to rescue the 
province from its present difficult situation. In 
giving my feeble talents to the common cause, I 
aspire to no literary reputation ; I submit to an im- 
partial public, with the greatest possible humility, 
my opinion respecting the political affairs of Lower 
Canada; and should I succeed in creating an imr 
pression favourable to the cause of my country and 
my compatriots, I shall consider myself amply re*- 
warded for my trouble. 

The greatest part of the Canadians, of whom it is 
my lot to fbnn one, unfortunatdy know by expe-* 
rience, that advances in literature have, amongst us, 
of necessity been far from rapid : the cause of this 
is evident. In a iiew country, every man is neces- 
sarily more employed in the business of procuring 
the mere necessaries and conveniences of life, than 
attaining a cultivated understanding. No class exists 


PREFACE. IX 

thare^ sufl&dently rich and extensive to maintain a 
body of literary men, by purchasing their labour. 
Every man is engaged in seeking after the more 
immediate necessaries for his livelihood ; few or none 
depending on the proceeds of accumulated wealth. 
In spite of this absence of motives to literary excel- 
lence, however, some few remarkable exceptions are 
to be found ; men who, in any country, wotdd be re- 
spectable for their literary attainments, but who, 
when their means of instruction are considered, must 
be esteemed men of wonderful acquirements. 

If I have undertaken to write a book (a strange 
kind of amusement for a man of my habits), it is not 
that I have the vanity to place myself amongst this 
dass of rare exceptions ; but because, in a time so 
critical as the present, I think it the duty of every 
man, interested in the welfare of the Canadian people, 
to expose before the British public, by all means in 
his power, the true cause of our evils, and the 
manner in which they ought to be remedied. 

This work is not hastened by immediate circum- 
stances, but is the produce of long reflection and 
obseiration, reduced into a small fonn, to suit the 
present purpose. Had there befen need, it might easily 


hMim btenst made to «E»ttiiie a mcMre bulky shape, aiid 
icnpoflliig appearance ; it was believedf however^ tbat 
tbe object of the uodartaking would be best attained, 
hy confiniBg the work to its present moderate di- 
mensional 


the Aiq)e9idix (No. IIL) wiB be found a list of 
sueh wcvka as might be read with adyantaget by 
thoae who are desirous of procuring inlonnatiomie- 
spsciing the colony. 
'. • • ' 
One of these I caniK)t help notidng en ptma^t 
This work was printed at Montreal, and designed 
exclusively for the colonial <^ke, and a few private 
friends of the Author in England, and is «tyj|f9d, 
^^ Political Annals of Lower Canada, bang a Re^w 
of the Political and Legislative History of th4t Pro- 
vince, &c. &c. ; by a British Settler." 


t 2 


The honowable Author, who, with his pditiosf, is 
perfectly well Icnown, hai^ for the last twenty or 
twenty-five years, abused and cried out against ey^ry 
thii^ connected with the Canadian inhabitants^^ of 
French extracticMQ-**-'^ French Canadians," as he <;alls 
tbem« This is not surprising to persons in the cd/(^y, 
who are acquainted with the politics of the country ; 


^Irnt in England, where the secrets of tiie local caMntt 
' are littie known, such a woi^ as the mlwre praduees 
-some e£fect. It is to be regretted, that the talents 
of its Author have not been used to destroy, rather 
than to foment the animosity of the different parties. 
As a member of the Executive and legislative 
Coundls, he has had it gready in hb power, during 
his long residence in Canada, to reader hioradf uscAil 
to Che Province ; had not a desire Of dominatioii, and 
the extraordinary power which he and a few indi- 
viduals obtained gradually in the administration of the 
' i6ml government, as well, peihaps, as some feelings 
' ^f private interests (at no time a mister to be passed 
over as of little consideratkm), induced him to neglect 
the public good, and the welfere of its ancient ki« 
' habitants, under pretext of favouring a single class, 
the British settlers^ which class, according to Mm, 
has not, and never can have interests the same as 
those of the ancient people of the Province. It would 
have been easy for me to prove, to what an amazing 
extent he has been in error, and how much his pre- 
"" Jddices have got the better of his reason ; such an 
' explanatory digression, however, would be endowed 
with Kttle interest in the eyes of the public ; and 
lh!ey who possess the work will be able, if they please, 
to judge by the exposition which I am about to lay 
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before the reader, respecting the policy of the line of 
conduct which the honourable Author proposes. 

In Appendix No. I. will be found a description of 
the Saguenay territory, an immense tract of country, 
yet imperfectly known, with some observations re- 
specting the advantages it possesses for new Settle- 
ments; and in No. II. a short description of the 
most useful minerals, and other natural produce of 
the country. 

I have only to add, that the present Work was 
originally nearly all written in French, and that I 
have had it translated, in hopes that thereby it may 
be more generally read. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Dise&very of the Country, and Origin of its Namu — Passes 
into ike Hands of ike En^Mh^^Boundaries^^bfect of 
the present Work. 

IN the year 1497, Sebastian Cabot, holdmg a commission 
from Hemy VII. of England, discovered the countries 
situated on the south-west of the river St. Lawrence. The 
appellation of Canada was given to these territories, as well 
as to those afterwards discovered by Jacques Cartier, a sub- 
ject of France. Of the origin of the word Cakada there 
are various accounts. It is by some asserted to be a word 
of the Iroquois language, signifying a collection of huts; 
others, however, give it a fanciful derivation from the 
Spanish. It is said that the Spaniards, long before Verazani 
was dispatched by Francis I. on a voyage of discovery, had 
disembarked in the bay now called Chaleurs, and, in their 
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search afiter mines, pronounced constantly before the savages 
of the country the two words, aca nada — here nothing; 
which words the Indians afterwards repeated to the French. 
Others, again, assert, that the term is a corruption of capo 
de nada — cape of nothing; which appellation the Spaniards 
are supposed to have conferred on the country, believing it 
utterly barren and desolate. The territory now known by 
the name of Canada was, until the year 1759, in possession 
of France; and, together with the remainder of her pos- 
sessions in that part of America, was distinguished by the 
appellation of La Nouvelle France. 

In 16^, Canada was taken by the English, but was then 
hdd in so little estimation as to be returned to its former 
owners, the French, in three years afterwards*. In 1759) 
however. General Wolfe was dispatched for the purpose of 
conquering the country; and on the plains of Abraham, 
under the walls of Quebec (the capital), he defeated the 
French troops, who had been induced to leave their almost 
impregnable fortress. Wolfe lost his life in the action ; but 
the victory he had gained deddfd the fate of Canada, which 
then passed for ever from under the dominion, of France. 

A capitulation was entered into by the inhabitants of 
Quebec and Montreal, and ratified by the regular authorities. 
To this capitulation I shall hereafter have to reverfj*./ 

For some time the country was under the direction of one 
government, and was generally designated the Province of 
Quebec. In 1791, the province of Quebec was divided into 
the two provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. To Low^ 
Canada alone, as then marked out, are the succeeding obser- 
vations intended to apply. 

* Le conseil de Louis XIII. tenait aussi si peu k cet ^tablissement, qu'il 
opinait k ne pas en demander la restitution ; mais Richelieu, qui ayait fondi6 
la derqi^re compagnie, fit changer d'ayis. On arma six yaisseattz pour oou- 
tenir cette demande, et la cour d'Angleterre, d'apres le conseil du Lord 
Montague, rendit le Canada aux Fran^ais en 1631.— Beaw*^ de VHistoire du 
Canada, p. 84. 

t See Appendix, Nos. IV. and V. 
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the purpose of preventing confo^on, it may ht ad- 
▼iad)le to give a spedfic deteul of the boundaries of the 
province. 

The country lies between 45^ and 62^ of north latitude, 
aad 69" and SI"" of west longitude ttom Greenwich. The 
territory of the Hudson^s Bay Company, or East Maine, is 
its northern boundary: the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the 
river St. John, and part of the Labrador coast, bound it 
on the east Its southern limit is formed partly by New 
Brunswick, and partly by a portion of the territory of the 
United States ; vix. the district of Maine, the province of 
4 J)few Hampshire, the state of Vermont, and of New York. 
The western boundary was setded by the Act of the Im* 
fierial Parliament, passed in 1791, dividing the province 
of Quebec. The line running between the two provinces of 
Lower and Upper Canada, is, by that Act, directed to 
commence ^* at a stone boundary, on the north bank of the 
lake St Francis, at the cove of Pointe au Baudette, in the 
limit between the township of Lancaster and the seigneury 
o£ New Longeuil ; then along the northern boundary of the 
seigneury of Vaudreuil, running north ; twenty-five degrees 
east, until it strikes the Ottawa river; to ascend the said 
river, into the lake Temiscaming; and, from the head of the 
said lake, by a line drawn due north, until it strikes the 
boundary line of Hudson'*s Bay, including all the territory 
to the westward and southward of the said line, to the 
utmost extent of the country, commonly called or known 
by the name of Canada*."" 

Differences having arisen between Great Britain and the 
United States, respecting the boundaries of their respective 
territories, commissioners were appointed to arrange the 
difficulties. The line between the province of Upper 
Ci^niida and the United States was accordingly settled 
by them ; but finding that they could not agree respecting 

* See Bouchbtte'8 Topograph^t PP« 1 — 8. 
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the division between Lower Canada . trnd the district of 
Maine, the matter »was referred to the emperor c£ Russia; 
from whose decision it was eventually transferred to that of 
the king of the Netherl«ids, to. the great^ discontent, it is 
asserted, of the United Sta<$s. The matter, in a military 
point of view, is considered of importance, and is stiil 
uiidecided. 

The object of the present wojrk is to give a succinct detail 
of the government of the country thus described, from the 
epoch of its passing under the dominion of the English, 
down to the period of the termination of Lord Dalhousie^s 
administration, in the year 1828. Into a, very minute dis^ 
cussion of the proceedings of the colonial government, during 
the first years of the English rule, however, it is not my 
intention to enter ; and widi a cursory view of the more im- 
portant legislative proceedings of the Imperial FarUamaat J 
shall dismiss this early portion of our history : but as I come 
nearer to the present time, a more particular detail will be 
required. I flatter myself that an exposition of the con- 
duct of this specimen of colonial administration will not be- 
entirely destitute of interest, even to the English reader: 
it wiU giv« him an insight into the workings of a vast, and, 
in my mind, an ill-constructed machine of government : it 
will prove to him the pernicious consequences of having 
irresponsible rulers, and the utter impossibility of a well* 
organized administration being composed of persons drawn 
from a distant country, ignorant of the manners and situation 
of the people they are destined to rule, and careless of thdee 
interests with which they are but temporarily connected: 
it will exhibit to him a scene of complicated and vexatious 
oppression, on the one side ; of unsuspecting confidence and 
willing obedience, changed by ill-usage into distrust and 
opposition, on the other: it will prove how the best in- 
tentions on the part of the English people have been con- 
standy defeated, by the avarice and despotism of petty 
ofiicers: it will teach him, in short, how a whole people 
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have been cheeked in the progress of improvement, en- 
thralled, ill-treated, abused, and then misrepresented, by the 
evil influence of a handful of grasping functionaries. 

Having exposed the evils, it is then my intention to pro- 
pose the remedies ; to lay bare the injuries which my country. 
has suffered ; to point out the means of redress. These are 
the sole objects of the present undertaking. 

By the treaty of Paris, signed on the 10th of February, 
1763, the Canadas were ceded to His Britannic Majesty, under 
certain provisions, which provisions, in some measure, were 
the objects of various articles in the capitulation entered into 
by the inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal with General 
Amherst*. On the 7th of October, the same year, His 
Majesty issued a proclamation, the objects of which were as 
fifllow. Both by the capitulation above mentioned, and the 
treaty of Paris, the inhabitants of Canada were contemplated 
under the character of British subjects-f ; in conformity with 
the understanding which led to such contemplation, the pro^ 
clamation of the King was issued. No distinction was made 
between the old and newly-acquired subjects of His Majesty, 
in this document ; so that we may safely conclude that no 
distinction was intended. The whole of the inhabitants 
were considered as an out-lying portion of the English 
people, inhabiting a territory for which the King was, by the 
nation at large, allowed to legislate. 

After certain regulations respecting the administrative 
portion of the Government, came certain articles, providing — 

1. That the EngUsh criminal and civil code of law, with 
the laws of the Admiralty, 'should have full force within the 
province. 

^. That the trial by jury, both in civil and criminal cases, 
should always be employed. 

We may here observe, that two important consequences 
flowed from the establishment of this law : Firsts no citizen 


* See Appendix, No. V. 

t See Article 41 of the Capitulation of Montreal, Appendix, No. V. 
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could be condemned to punishment, but on account tt sotne 
infringement of the law ; which infringement must prifiividuriy 
have been decided on by the legal tribunals. Second^ tbt 
liberty of the press, as it existed in England, became ipso 
Judo a part of the law of the land. 

To give e£Pect to this proclamation, the provincial au- 
thorities erected tribunals, to administer justke according to 
the letter and the spirit of the law thus established. 

I may here be permitted to remark, that a violent and 
unnecessary revolution was, by this measure, brought about 
The inhabitants of Canada had hitherto been accustomed to 
the law according to the customs of Paris ; their expiectadons 
were framed in accordance with this law; and much of 
the property of one portion of the people depended entirely 
upon its existence. To break in upon the old habits bf 
the people, without the expectation of one earthly benefit, 
was a piece of injustice, which, had it sprung from any 
thing but ignorance, would deserve severe reprobation. I 
have no doubt but that the English ministry had a sincere 
desire to benefit the Canadian people ; and, with the bcdd 
presumption usually attendant on ignorance, they altered 
the whole law pf a people, without the slightest anticipation 
of mischief. One other determination deserves also to be 
recorded: no language but English was permitted in the 
law proceedings of a people who could not understand a 
syllable of that language. 

The mischievous consequences of some of the above 
regulations, passed in defiance of treaties, of justice, and 
humanity, were immediately felt. Surprised, angered, and, 
in many cases, ruined by their influence, our ancestors^ aCber 
a few years of silent suffering, at length raised thdir voices, 
and transmitted a statement of their complaints to die King. 
The Ministry paid attention to their remonstranoes, and 
partially removed the cause of them, by passing, in 17T4, an 
Act, commonly called the Quebec Act*. By recalling into 

* "See Appendix, No. VI. 
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fofee the ancient laws of the country, thk Act provided, as 
far as was in the power of the Ministry, for the safety of our 
private rights, but, at the same time, served to rob the 
people of expectations which they fondly entertained, upon 
their coming under the domimon of England, viz. that 
a representative government would be conferred on them, 
as soon as circumstances permitted. In the place of such a 
system, a local legislature was created, in which the people 
bad no part; laws might now be enacted without their 
eonsent, and thus they were disappointed of one great 
privilege, which they had been taught to believe was the 
inalienable right of a British subject. This Act, moreover, 
by establishing, without reserve, the ancient laws of the 
country, did away, at once, with the trial by jury in civil 
cases ; with the writ of habeas corpus ; and also with the 
liberty of the presfs. However, the Act was received with 
gratitude for the gocxi that it brought. In time, neverthe- 
less, the evils it occasioned were loudly complained of, liU, 
at length, the present constitution was, by the Imperial 
Pi^liimient, conferred upon the country. Before this hap- 
pened, indeed, several ameliorations had taken place in the 
.situation of the people — ameliorations brought about by the 
express commands of the Ministry in England. The 
.Council had, in accordance with these commands, issued two 
ordsnaaoes — one in 1784, calling into power the writ of 
habeas corpus ; the other in 1785, establishing the trial by 
jury in civil cases. The joy created by the first ordinance, 
among all classes of people, was extreme ; their personal 
as^rity seemed therdby established, as was their political 
existence, by the Act of the Imperial Parliament in the 
year 1791, wluch c(»iferred on them their present con- 
^stituticm. 
t The exertions of the Ministry to benefit the people of 
Canada, were not undertaken for persons wholly undeserving 
V o£ the fovour of the English tiation. In the disastrous war 
tf American independence, the Canadians steadily adhered 
to the fortunes of the lUiglish, and bravely repelled an 
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mack of the Aknerittams almost whoHy withinit mibtmoS 
ftona the soldiers ctf 4be moih& ooontiy. In 1775^ thti 
people of the United States contemplated the conquest' €# 
Canada, aiKl^ in pursoanceof that ofageet^ ooanneBced openM 
tixHis on the 10th of May, by taking possession of die fort ^i 
Tieoiideroga, upcm lake Champkin, which fort contain^ 
one hundred pieces of cannon. Crown Point, with thconl^r 
vessel of war which bdonged to the JBnglish, on Lake' 
Champlain, also fell into- thdir hands. These actions wtere 
performed by the divisson of the American aimj, tinder the 
eommand of Go^eral Montgomery, who determined to enter 
Canada by Lake Champlain. The second division, under 
the command c^ General Arnold^ traversing the wooiito 
in the district of Maine, and suffering eiitnuirdinary fatigoes- 
during their march^ arrived at Satigan on the 4th of No- 
^vembw; and, on the 8tfa, readied Point Levi, wfaidi lies- 
exactly opposite Qudiec, on the soodi shore of the St 
Xiawrence; and would prohaUy have rendered themselves 
masters of tliat town, had tibey been Ms immediately td 
procure the means of traversing the river, as Quebec was 
at this moment defaKseless, General Carleton, the En^irii' 
governor, being then occuped with his troops near Montreal, 
in endeavouring to repulse the attacks of Montgomeiy;.- 
Arnold succeeded, nevertheless, in passing the river on the 
9th, at Wolfe's Cove, a short distance above the town, and 
took possession of the environs. Having recmed intiel* 
ligence of the taking of Montreal by Montgomery, he 
established himself at Pointe aux Trembles, twenty^one 
miles above Quebec, and awaited the arrival of Montgomery 
before he attempted to attack the town. Montgomery, 
however, was unable, from various obstacles, and from the 
reristance he every where experienced, to join him before 
the 1st of December. General Carleton, in the mean time, 
perceiving that the safety of the province depended enturdy 
upon Quebec, which could alone offer any resistance to the 
American army, proceeded thither without delay, and, for- 
tunately escapog interception, arrived there, on the 19th of 
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Nmmmlm. His amval pvodiiced an c^^traorciifforj ytfj 
anong the pec^; and he pi^piir^^ wi|h hi$ ffm^m* 
connstisg of oigbteen hundred m&a^ for an obstinate defence. 
Of this gamscm, tbreehuadred «ad fifty, aien were l?^u)w« ; 
sinmi three hundred and fifty mvte (XHisiflted of «eain^ ; the 
lyayimader ei the loroe being imposed ^turely^Qf iih^% 
whqse.firo^ess ai^ good conduet, during the ^il^ge; wiruiig^ 
^ven .frpm the most Antif^Canadian, the flattering tribute «af 
unwilling applause*. Montgomery having, iLt jkng^^.tabe^ 
the oomnmnd of the Am^ricaa army^ eall^ a council of wai^ 
is which it waa detmnined to attempt, iiimiedwfdy> to amy 
thft -Ukwu by Assault The 31st Qf,De0ember was the day 
qm which this determination was to be -canried UB^to effeot-^a 
day &Ud alike to Montgomsry.and to the' success of 'the 
American arms i&.Canada« The besi^ng army had, fmm 
tme to time» during the wint^, been reinforced by auecours^ 
fti—i the United States; but were unable, even with their 
alimented forcesy to ovensome the obstinate courage of the 
I^esi^ed, or to resist ^ terrible climate of .the* coani^« 
Montgomery, during the night, led his forces to the attack ; a 
furious snow storm was ra^ng, and served, in some measure, 
to {prevent the enemy frmn discovering his motions. As he 
approached Frescott Gate, by the road which leads from the 
upper to the lower town (which road winds round the face of 
the rock upon which the upper town is built), his army was 
crowded into the long narrow pass which led to the gate. 
The confused noise, necessarily arising from a multitude of 
personi» struggling up the path, struck the ear of the sentinel 
in spite of the roar of the storm ; the sentinel immediately 
challenged the persons whom he supposed to be approaching : 
to this challenge, no answer being returned, he aroused the 
guard. During this awful interval, Montgomery formed his 
men, and advanced hastily to the gate. At this moment 
the garrison opened a fire with the guns which commanded 

* Mr. Smith, in his History qf Canada, pp. 7, 8, Vol. II, even ac- 
knowledges, ** that there were Canadian gentlemen whose conduct, during the 
siqg^, was highly meritorious." — ^What condescension ! 
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the path ; the groans which iHunediately sucoeedkl plably 
revealed the enemy ; and not till every sound in answer to 
the fire had died away did the garrison cease from their 
cannonade. Morning came, and revealed nothing; the 
snow falling thickly after the enemy had been destroyed, 
covered every trace of the tremendous efficiency of the 
garrison^s fire. It was quickly discovered, however, that 
Montgomery, with the whole of the attacking party, had 
perished. This was a fatal blow to the hopes of the enemy, 
who, after several further unsuccessful attacks, raked the 
riege on the 6th of May, and retreated towards their own 
country. Th^r army, at that time couttsting of abotit 
three thousand men, attacked on all sides, was quickly 
dispersed, and by far the greater portion captured. During 
the whole of this/painful riege, as well as the remaindeir of 
the campaign, disastrous in every point to the English, tJie 
C!anadians exerted themselves with indefatigable ardoaf and 
perseverance— maintained throughout an imfiinching adu 
herence to the English party, and proved themselves (if 
faithful conduct can create desert} de8a*ving of the most 
hearty goodwill, assistance, and respect frcHn the mother 
country. 


CHAPTER II. 

Jci qf ^1191*9 Jbr dividing the Province into Upper and 
Lower Canada — Legislative and Administrative Bodies 
— The Governor — Executive Council — House of As- 
sembhf'^udiciary* 

We have now arrived at the most important epoch of the 
History of Canada, viz, that at which her present Repre- 
sentative Government was conferred upon her by the Impe- 
rial Parliament. For the purpose of giving an insight into 
the intention of the then Ministry, I will lay before the 
reader the proceedings of the House of Commons : — 

HOUSE OF COMMOVS. 

Friday^ March 4^ 179L 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, •* That His Majesty's Message 
concerning the New Constitution for Quebec might be read.^ 
It was read accordingly. 

George B. 

His Mqesty thinks proper to acquaint the House of Com- 
mons, that it appears, to His Majesty, that it would be for the 
benefit of His Majesty's subjects in the province of Quebec 
that the same riiould be divided into two separate provinces, 
to be called the Province of Upper, and the Province of 

* See Appendix, No. VII. 
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Lower Canada ; and that it is His Majesty^s intention so to 
divide the same, whenever His Majesty shall be enabled, by 
Act of Parliament, to establish the necessary regulations for 
the government of the said provinces. His Majesty there- 
. fiire recommends this object to the consideration of the House. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved, " That the Act of the 14jth 
of His Majesty, respecting the said province, be read ;^-— and 
he observed, that the purport of his motion was to repeal 
part of the above Act, and to introduce new regulations for 
the future government of the said province. FeeUng the 
importance of the subject, he should have been desirous of 
stating fully to the House the grounds and the principles on 
which he meant to proceed, in forming a constitution for 
a valuable appendage txt the British dominions ; which, 
he trusted, would contribute to its future prosperity. But 
aa it was not likely that any opposition wouM arise against 
bringing in a Billjbr this purpose^ and as explanations would 
come with more propriety when the Bill was before the House, 
he should state in a few words only the outlines of the plan ; 
unless questions were asked, and explanations demanded, in 
the first instance. The Bill which he meant to propose was 
founded, in the first place, on the recommendation contained 
in His Majesty^s Message, to divide the province into two 
governments. This division, it was hoped, would put an end 
to the competition between the old French inhabitants and 
the new settlers from Britain, or British colonies, which had 
occasioned the disputes and uncertainties respecting law, 
and other disputes of less importance, by which the province 
had been so long distracted: this division, it was hoped, 
could be made in such a manner as to give eabh a great ma- 
jority in their own particular part, although it could not be 
expected to draw a line dl complete separation ; any incon- 
vefiience to be apprehended from ancient Canadians bdng 
included into one, or British settlers in the other, would be 
cured by the establishment of a local legislature in each. 

It was for this purpose he should first propose, in imitation 
of the constitution of the mother country, a Council and 
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House of Assembiy for eacli : the Assembly to be constituted 
in the usual manner, and the members of the Council to be 
members for life, reserving power to His Majesty to annex 
to certain h<»]ours an hereditary right of sitting in the Council. 
All laws and ordinances of the province were to remaki in 
force till altered by the new legislature : they would, oonse^ 
quently, retain as much oi the laws of England as they chose 
to keep, and they would possess the means of introducing as 
much more as they might think convenient. The HjAea9 
Corpus Act was already law, by an ordinance of the pcovince, 
and this invaluable right was to be continued, as a funda* 
mental' principle of the constitution-^hese were the most 
important points. 

Mr. Fox then declared it impossible to express an entire 
i^probation or disapprobation of a Bill whkh the House had 
not yet seen ; but he did not hesitate to say, that, if a local 
legislature was liberally formed, that circumstance would 
incline him mudi to overlook defects in the other rega^ 
lations ; because he was convinced, that the only means of 
r^iainmg disiami ccloniM wUh adoemiage^ was to enabU 
them to govern themselves. 

Ordered^ — ^' That leave be given to bring in a Bill to re- 
peal certain provisions of the Act of the 14th of His Majesty^ 
respecting the government of Canada, and to make other 
provisions, &c.^ 

From the observations of Mr. Pitt, it is evident that it was 
the intention of His Majesty^s Govemm^it to give to the ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of each province, and, by consequence, 
to the French Canadians in Lower Canada, the regulation 
of their own public a£Pairs. This measure, which then, by 
the greatest statesmen of England, was considered not only 
serviceable but absolutely necessary, is now represented, by 
certain classes of persons aspiring to exdunve dominatioii 
among us, *^ as the prolific source of the present grievances 
of the subjects of British origin ;^ and these disappointed 
rulaps suggest, ^^ as the cmly remedy compatiUe with the in* 
terests of British colonization, that the conststutional powers 
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of tha House of Assembly should dther be greatly dinonidied, 
and strictly confined to l^;;isUtiBg for the French Canadians, 
and those of the other branches of the l^slature increased, 
for the protection of British settlers, or inhabitants of British 
origin, or the composition of the House of Assembly should 
be modified, to suit the purposes of British oolcnaizatioil.^ 
When, in tracing down our history, we arrive at the period 
when regulations were projected, in pursuance of these sug- 
gestions, I shall have to recall to the reader^s mind the 
opinion of Mr. Pitt, as well as to beg of him to bear in his 
recollection the statements upon which that opini<»i was 
grounded. I now proceed to describe the constitution, as 
then framed by the Parliament of England. 

The Legislative body was composed of— -1. The Go- 
vernor : 2. The Le^slative Council ; and, 8. The House of 
Assembly. 

The Administratiok was composed of the Governor, 
and a Council styled the Executive Council. To a complete 
understanding of the remainder of this history, a minute ex- 
position must be given of the composition of these various 
branches of the government. 

Of the Composition of the Judicial body, it will also be 
requisite to'enter into explanation. 

§ 1. Legislative and Administrative Bodies. 

I. The Gcroemor. — If the reader bear in mind, throughout 
the following description, that the constitation of Canada is 
ttipposed to be an imitation, nearly perfect, of that of England, 
his conception of what I shall lay before him will be mate* 
rially asasted. By this also he will learn how the peqde 
of Canada have been imposed upon by certain words and 
analo^es; and, perhaps, he will obtain an inngfat into the 
real structure of the English constitution itself. 

The first officer in the govenmi^it is the Governor, who 
is supposed to be analogous to the Kmg in the Britidi gOi- 
vmiment. The difierences between his real situation, with 
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Kfiiraioe to the govemment of which he foniis a pert^ and 
that of the Sang of England, aire however manifold and 

The Governor is appointed bj the EngUsh Ministry, and 
removable at their pleasure : the powers conferred upon him 
vary, according to the will of his appcHUters; but for the most 
part they are as follow : — 

1. He has the power to call together, prorogue, and dis- 
solve the Parliament 

2. He has the power to (^ve, or refuse, his assent to laws 
passed by the other two branches of the l^gpislature : reserving 
the right to the King in Coundl, to revoke^ within two years, 
bis assent when it shall have been g^ven. 

8. He may reserve his assent to, or dissent from, any law, 
in order to learn the King^s pleasure thereon. 

Sudi, for the most part, are his powers, considered as a 
constitumt element of the legislative body ; the remainder 
must be viewed as forming part of his admitmiraiive 
functions* 

1. He has the oflBce of appointing all the various fimc- 
tionaries of the internal government, for example : — Judges, 
Aevenue Collectors, Justices cl the Peace, Militia and Police 
Officers, &c. 

2. He posseses a power similar to that of the Sing of 
England, as regards the punbhment of convicted criminals ; 
he remits, or carries into execution, the sentence of death ; 
he may remit fines, commute other punishments, &c. 

S. He is entrusted with the office of providing for defence 
against exterior attacks, having a control over the King^s 
troops in the country, and the militia. 

4 He also exardses certain portions of the King^s power 
in the government of the Church, in presenting Protestant 
incumbeoEits to parsonages and rectories, fcc. 

He also fills a Judicial capacity, being eof officio a member 
of the Court of Appeals : of this power we shall speak here- 
after. 
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7h^8e are hi& powers in name ; in reality, howev^, tlM^ 
suffer mat^al nuxlificationS) which .modifications arise in con- 
sequence of the peculiar influence of the Executive Coan^. 
Of this council we shall speak before jve altraapt to describe 
the two remaining l»»nches of the legislatiTe body. 

II. EwectUive Couftd^.-r-This council ought to be oona^ 
posed of twelve members, and is supposed to bear a strict 
resemUance to the Privy Council in England : how correctly, 
will be immediately seen. Mr. Nelson, Mendier of the Pro^ 
vincial Parliamenty^in his ievidence before the committee of 
the House of Commons, gives the following account d£ its 
present composition* It consists of-— 

I. JcMiathan Sewell, Speaker of ike Legisk^ive CmmeU^ 
Chief Justice of the province and of the district of Quebec, 
and President of the Court of Appeals. - 

. ^ The Bev. C. J. Stewart, Lord Bishc^ of Quebec. 
S. John Richardson, Merchant. 

4. James Kerr, Judge E. B., Quebec, and of theCourtof 
Vice Admiralty. » 

_ r 

5. M. H. Perdval, Collector of the Customs. 

6. William Smith, Cisatk of the Legislative Council. ^ 

7. John flale, Acting Receiver General. 

8. C. G. Delery, Assistant Clerk to the Legislative Councik 
9* John Stewart, Sole Commissioner of the Jesuits' Estates. 
10. A. W. Cochran, Governor's Secretary, Law Clerk dt 

the Legislative Council, Clerk of the P^rogative Court, imd 
Auditor of Land Patents. ' , 

II. James Stuart, Attorney General. 

Out of these, seven are le^slative councilors, three ar^ 
clerks of the Legislative Counml, and one is Attctney^ 
Genial : of the whole number, there is one thait is a nativ^ 
of Lower Canada, the rest are from jdifFerent parts «f the 
King's dominions, the greatest portion of them are natives of 
other colomes and the late colonies. This is the sole body 
in the country which has any check over the expenditumi^ 
they are delegated by the Treasury to exercise the powers of 
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the Tteaauiy ; and they report to the Treasury ; and upon 
thftkt reports the Governors are finally discharged: they in 
fiEiet audit accounts.^ 

The Gommittee naturally asked Mr. Nelson, ^^ If he con^ 
sidered this a sufficient check ? His answer was — ^No ; it is no 
check at ail*.'' 

We beseedi our readers to pay attention to the composition 
of this Council, and then inquire whether it be possible for 
the Governor to avoid being completely under its influence. 

This Council was established immediately after the con- 
quest, in imitation, it is said, of the King's Privy Council. 
They who cmnpose it may be dismissed at the pleasure of 
the Sang ; but that which is most extraordinary, as regards 
them, is, ^t they are completely irrespon^ble for their own 
conduct ; or for whatever conduct they induce the Governor 
to pursue. There is no law in the colony which regulates 
the exaxdse of thdr functions; they receive tlieir instruc- 
tions from the King, and are conndered as merely the 
agents of the Treasury. They have, it is true, no more 
than .£^.100 per annum as salary, in thdir character of 
Executive Couufallors ; but they nevertheless are well pro- 
vided for out of the public purse^ as may be seen by the list 
above given of the several offices they hold ; and all the 
wammiSj for the payment of money, are eountendgned by 
dieif clerk* . 

; An intdligeDt Canadian Writer says of them :— ^'^ But it 
is not only the duties of the more immediate servants, 
advisers, and cheers q{ the Crown, the Privy Council, and 
thft Judiiaary) that the joembeis of His Majesty's Executive 
C?otta«ily ia thia province, are called upon to perform, they 
have alao undertaken to discharge the duties of the House 
oi Lords ; that august body, the individuals of which recall 
to memory all the great, virtuous, saad patriotic deeds oS a 
long line of .noble ancestors; who themsdves still are the 
na^unl arist(9craoy g£ the country, who possess a greater 

* See CommoM' Report, July 22, 1828. 
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portion of the soil of the kingdom, and whose intsr^nts and 
pro^rity are inseparably connected with those of the natioD; 
thus, equally independent of the Crown and the pe<^de, they 
form the strongest possible banier against the abuse of 
power, which is necessaniy nested in the Crown and its 
servants, and the violence of popular feelings ; and they affixd 
the best security f<»* the pennaneucy of the constitution 
and the inviolability of property, which is the main object of 
every good government, and the fundamental principle of 
British freedom*,'' 

Let us, however, proceed a little further, and point out 
the cause which throws uncontrollable power into the hands 
of the Executive Council. 

The Governors, when a{q)ointed, know, or quickly learn, 
fbat they are abaat to stand between two powerful and 
opposite political parties. We may easily suppose that, 
having, in the outset, no particular bias, they would be 
resetted in their conduct, and appear free from partiality; 
When they arrive, however, they are possessed of litde 
Imowledge regpeeting the country and the people; and, 
from the shortness- of thdr stay, they are enabled, before 
they depart, to acquire very little more. They are, nevep- 
theless, persomdly responsible for their conduct. It is 
natural, therefore, that they should have recourse to such 
persons as can most completely defend them fnxn all those 
evils which their ignorance might probably entail on them. 
They quickly discover the most useful to them, and, fh)m 
many circumstances, the most powerful persons are the 
members of the Executive Council. In these, then, they 
eventually confide ; and experience has shown that, whenever 
a contrary course has been pursued, the Governor ha!l5 
uniformly paid dearly for his temerity. The Council, when 
eontradieted, seldom have failed to transmit to the Treasury 
representations disadvantageous to him contradiedng ibem»^ 
and as a Governor can easily be found, and an Executive 

* Fhuineial I^fflcHkietf ScCi p. 18. 
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Council cannot, without great (lifBeulty, be replaced, the 
GioVetnor b sacrificed* 

Moreover, the Governor finds the Executive Council in 
power when he arrives; they alone are cognizant of the 
plan of operatbns decided on by the preceding Governor. 
He is by them, therefore, of necesoty instructed in the 
routine of budness, and se^g none that are not wedded to 
the old system, he soon becomes, by mere habit, also attached 
to it. It cannot be said in Canada, as in England, that the 
head of the Government can do no wrong. The King, in 
England, acts upon the advice of r^i^nsible ministers: 
in Canada, the matter is far difibrent ; the Executive Coun- 
cillors axe in no way responsible; the Grovemors are by 
law C(Mnpletely so*, and become, in consequence, the tools, 
and in many cases the dupes, of the great confidence they 


* The following observations may serve to illustrate the positions I have 
advanced. " Our Governors are said to represent the King. They do exercise 
some part of the kingly power ; but they are far from possessing its reality, its 
durability, and its independence. They are liable to actions in England, at tiie 
instance of individuals ; — ^to charges before the King in council ; — ^to par^ 
liamentary impeachment ; — and are removable at the pleasure of the King, 
acting by his responsible advisers ; and this may be effected with marks of 
displeasure, which, from the general justice with which they have been inflicted 
in England, may amount to a very severe punishment If ttidse to whom n 
Governor is to lode for advice, and through whom he must act, should be liable 
to no certain responsibility; — ^if they should happen to be bound tc^ther by 
any tie of individual interest ; — i^ in addition to this, they should have a 
decided control over one branch of the Legislature, and could arrest the^ 
idiole of its proceedings ; — ^if they had also the expounding of the law in thia 
Ceurts of. Justice, — a Governor must find himself very powerfully supported, 
bolh in and out of Ae Colony* who would think it advisable to take a decided 
part in opposition to their views. Sir Robert Prescott, Sir George Prevost, 
and Sir John C. Sherbrooke, all Govemors-in-Chief, hazarded such a step in 
^lis colony; but, perhaps, not with that success wliicii can 'ftanith any very 
powtfffid iadoeement to others to follow their examine. Those who ^re 
acquainted with the history of the province mu^ remember, that, although 
the public officers, nominally at least, hold their commissions during the 
Governor's pleasure, as acting for the Sovereign, several of them did not 
hesitate openly to oppose the Governor, vt^never the Executive Council wai 
opposed to him."— jPi«a««fl/ Difficulties of Lower Canada, pp. 16, If. 
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are obliged to place in the Executive Council : and pbssestfy 
for the most part, no other method of escaping from thrf 
difficulties by which they are surrounded, than by declatitig 
openly against the Canadian party, or, in other words, the party 
of the people ; whom they are taught to believe, and whom 
they too often boldly assert to be enemies to the government of 
the mother country ; heaping upon them, at the same time^ 
the epithets of demagogues, republicans, and other' terms 
intended to be opprobrious. The usual eiFect of this conduct 
is, that the Governors are assailed by the people with various 
remonstrances, which become, in the end, so thick and 
pressing, that they (the Governors) are at length obliged 
to depart, with their minds soured and disappointed, haling 
and abusing the people. The Ministers in England in- 
variably support the persons whom they have appcmited; 
and are the more readily inclined to approve their conduct, 
inasmuch as it is always defended by the Legislative Council', 
which forms the second branch of the Legislature ; biit 
which is, in fact, the Executive Council, under another 
name ; and which is always in opposition to the House of 
Assembly : so that the Governor who quits his post frils 
not to have, in appearance, the support of the most res- 
pectable part of the community, and is thus able to despise 
whatever charges may be brought against him by the 
representatives of the people. What are the Ministers to 
do in such a case ? They must judge of what passes in tbe 
colony by the representations of those whom they employ ; 
they blame the Canadians, who unhappily have never yet 
been able to authorize an agent in England to state theit 
grievances and maintam their rights*. And never did thte 
people obtain a hearing till, driven by necessity, they raised 
a private subscription, and, in 1828, dispatched three 
Members of the House of Assembly to England, who Were 

, * A Bill to appropriate money to the maintenance of an agent in E n g lawri 
has several times passed the House of Assembly, but bas invariably been throfm 
out in the Legislative Council. 
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lucMy examined before the Committee of the House of 
CommoiiS) and were thus enabled to ^ve a full and correct 
-account of the situation of the colony. 

III. Legislative CounciZ.-— We now come to the second 
branch of the legislature, viz. the Legislative Council. 

This Council is supposed to be established, as nearly as 
possible, on the same principle as that upon which the House 
of Lords in England is founded. There exists this great 
difference, however, between the two bodies ; the members of 
the Legislative Council are not possessed of hereditary tides. 
This ariatocracy, therefore, cannot maintain itself in a state of 
piuity, and cannot have at heart the interests of the country : 
Canada is never considered by them other than a place of 
iQomentary sojourn ; themselves they look upon as birds of 
passage; .they are not, consequently, attached to the soil; 
they seldom acquire landed possessions, which could alone 
place them in a state of independence. The Governor, 
besides, may create at his pleasure any one a member of this 
ISQuncil, aiid the spirit of party but too often induces a care- 
Jessnesa concerning the qualifications which ought really to 
be required*. The power of the Legislative Council is an 
intermediate power ; in other words, a power instituted to 
jcheck the tendency which the Governor and the House of 
^Issembly have, in common with other ruling bodies, towards 
despotism:, it is therefore requisite, if we are desirous of 
preserving the constitution in its purity, that this body be 
perfecdy independent, as we see to be the case with the 
peerage of England ; and that it be sufficiently powerful to 
•laaaintain the equilib;ium between the executive and the po- 
pular branch of the constitution. In Canada, this body has 


« When speakiiig of qualificatioiis, it may not be improper to observe, that, 
by Itm, there are none required. One great means of approximating the Legifi^ 
lative Council to the House of Lords, would be, to make an independent landed 
estate a necessary preliminary to being a Member of the CounciL Persons 
holding efficies ought also to be excluded, more particularly the Judges ; who 
ipKnild not by any means be allowed to mix in political afiairs, lest thereby they 
give an opportunity for the people to fear a partial administration of the law. 
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no influence, because it is always stqpposed to act in aeoQud*- 
anoe with the views of the Exeeuti^se. It is akoesfe swetess 
to repeat, that one of the most essenlnal qualities fixr .a le^psf 
lative councilor, is independence; and that this independence 
cannot exist without a fortune sufficient to TnaintaJn tbem 
with hcNiour and decency, without the assistance of the Go* 
veniraent or of any political corporadon, in the most respect* 
able rank in the colony. It is to be r^retted that so Jittk 
attention has hitherto been paid to so important a subject ; 
and that those persons have not obtained the privilege of 
ntting in the Council, who were best calculated for the office, 
both by thdir situation and thdr talents. Unfortunately, few 
persons are j^ed there, possessed of landed property ; few 
who are not supported by salaries from the GovemsseDt. It 
is^easy to see which sde they must naturally favour; it is no 
less easy to perceive, that this partiality must necessarily cieale 
misunderstandings between the Legisdative Council on the 
cxie hand, and the House of Assembly on the other. 

The Legislative Council was, in the year 1824, and is, I 
believe, at present, composed of thirty ^three matabers: of 
these, some are too old to attend ; oth«*s seldom make theif 
appeanmce, under a pretext (correct or not, is not for me to 
say) that they are subjacted to ccmtinual mortifications by the 
ccmduct of the ruling people ; and others are absent from the 
province : so that the management of affisiirs is in the hands 
of certain readent employh of the Government, the greater 
number of whcmi are members of the Executive Council. 

IV. House qf Assembly. — The Hqu^e of Assembly is the 
Commons House of Parliament for the province ; the mem-; 
bers of which are elected every four years*. In 179S, by a 
proclamation of the then Governor, Sir A. Clarke, the pro- 
vince was divided into twenty-one counties, and the nuqaber 
of the members to be returned was fixed at fifty. The per- 
sons chosen are usually persons of property ; though that by 
law is not absolutely required. In England, every knight 
of the shire ought to have a revenue, upon freehold estate, 
to the amount of ^.600 per annum ; and every citizen or 
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burgess, Mag a menriber, £Mf^ per aAOum : but in Onada 
it 18 sufikdent to have real property, yielding 40«. per annum 
in the country, and £,5 in the dties ; or to pay a rent of 
^.10, to be qualified to be elected member <^ the House ^ 
Assembly. Up to the present moment, no necessity has been 
perceived of requiring any other qualification : no abuse has 
hitherto crept in ; it being difficult, and almost impossible, 
Cmt any one to be elected who is not both respectable and 
independent. 

When the Provincial Parliament was established, ^* the 
Frendi Canadians, notwithstanding their comparative igno- 
rance of the management of a free government, commenced,^ 
to use tlie language of the Comte de S[t. Simon, ^< k donner 
des marques du patriotisme, que chaque individu apporte en 
lui k rinstant qu^il est fait membre d^un gouvemement ; et 
qui se change en suite en esprit de coips.^ They chose, at 
the commencement, a Canadian to be thdr Speaker ; wluch 
choice, in {dace of bang turned into ridicule, ought to have 
been highly approved by the Executive Council, as it actually 
was approved by the Governor : but, on the contrary, the 
English leaderSf immediately perceiving that fix^m this mo^ 
ment their influence must of necessity diminish, placed every 
posable obstacle in the way of the various resolutions carried 
by the House ; and have, at length, succeeded in creating an 
inconceivable want of intelligence and confidence between the 
differentparts of the Government, which, down to the present 
moment, has been of the utmost prejudice to the interests of 
the country. 

The great body of the Canadians, at this early period of 
their political existence, felt no ambition for the post of repre- 
sentative ; and abandoned the duty, as well as the honour, 
to the seigneurs of the country, and some few rich citizens. 
But, in a few years, the various contests at elections, and the 
importance which the office of representative was seen to 
aiFord, soon excited an emulation among the people, and 
taught them to discuss and understand the rights conferred 
on them. This emulation, oomluned with the necessity of 
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lllPWg t?eprate9Mivi«i jwdsrsuiodbg feod iatsrail^ seon led 
diffe^Dt penswi^ pQfiM09ed indeed of little odtioatioD^ bul^ 
o^Yertbeless, i mo^j d?^us . pf }»)oiboliiig their oaoa$i^ 
tjii^ta" weliare5,to/^pQBie jforward, wd pppofie the electkmjof 
those in whom the people; placed no eonfidwoe; and whiv >bl 
]99^y» I9 t)M^]^ 4tWlion md habita, weiie Utdb cakulated to 
ormtec^mfidence* Int^ecpurseoftime, witboutanypartiouliir 
Uttentiopl^igfgpaid tP the aubyecl;, the Hou«eof As^raJaly was 
Qoai^posed of persons fairly representing the peofrie ; of men 
f^are independent, more firm^ and less cgrruptible than before* 
. , Until the adminis|j:fitiQn of Sir James Cra^. (of wtick we 
^^1 fipeak hereafter), the Canadian people thought it iheie 
4Hty tof^kct a <rertain number of persons, really f^i^ifib, qb 
o| £^lish extraqtifm ; . but fis these genUemen, almost without 
^Pfpti^jQ} poade i( ^.duty to join in the arjlNikrary oonduet of 
the Governor, they, in the numeroiis diiScdution& of tbft 
Hous^ which th^n occurred, naturally Jost the confidences of 
the pepple, and fipm thst moment the Ho!U8e-majbe>snd 
V>. be composed exclusively of French. Canadians. . t 

• . . • 

§ 2.— JuDiciAay. 

The judicial establishments of the province are few, and, 
though simple in their construction, are well fitted, hiddenly, 
to, maintain an extensive and dangerous power in the h^nds 
of the Executive Council. )t 

Certain petty courts, which it is not necessary here to 
describe, being omitted, the judiciary of Lower Canada is^ 
composed in the following manner : — 

At both Quebec and Montreal, there is a separate indo*^ 
pendent court — the one styled the Court of Eing'^s Ben<;h, 
for the district of Quebec ; the other, the Court of King^s 
Bench, for the district of Montreal. 

, The first consists of the Chief Justice of the province, and 
three other judges, all members of the executive or legisla- 
tive councils ; the second, of the Chief Justice of Montreal, 
and four j unior j udges. 


> .TlMe 'MUrta haver* dvil and eAtf^iMniA^^ -Md di^MtiA 
siii the buBinesa iiot included in the jurifldictam of the petty 
oeurts above alluded to, or in that of the Adadralty Cdiirt, in 
irfaieh a nngle judge pteaides, he beii^ ako one' of the 
jad^ of the Court of King's Bench. 

At Three Rivers, there is k court; termed the Pnmneial 
Coort,- Offer which a single jndge- prendes^. 6asp^, and 
St. Fraaeis, possess each a ooUrt ef the same deecriptikm^ 

From thiees courtsy except, I befiere, 'from the Admisf^ty 
iCourtf , there is an appeal, in civil eases, to a court, styled 
the Court of Appeals, at Qu^ec, which is composed of the 
Clovemor or LiMteaant'Govenior, the members <^ the 
SxecutiYe Council, the Chief Justice of the province, the 
Ghkf Jitttice of Montrealr^any five of- these form a court; 
but the judge from ^om* appeid ia made is unable to at on 
die tiial of the appeal. 

. All the judges €xf these courts are appointed by the 
Ganemat^ wlucb, in other wiHrds, is by the Executive 
Council ; and are, it would seem, from circumstances which 
I shall hereafter state, responsible to no one. There is 
moreover, a graduated scale of appmntments, by which the 
younger judges are maintained in a state of expectancy of 


^ The late Pierre JBedard, Esq. is now succeeded by R. •Vallieres de St 
R6al, Esq., a nominatipn which is highly creditable to the judgment and 
ii^ipartiality of the jaresent Govofnar* The name of the late Jiidge and Catiar 
dian patriot, however, will never be mentioned by impartial writers of Canadian 
^iistory without terms of admiration, for his firm and disinterested conduct 
during his political career. He was one of those honest Canadians who 
soifeted the^ most during the administration of Sir James Craig. 

f . Abi^ses of a serious nature, and deserving the attention of GovenuDent,^ 
are said to have crept into the Court of Admiralty. Several complaints have 
been made against Judge Kerr (the present judge), and accusations carried 
before the Provincial Legislature during the last session, but we are not 
ab^oainted vnih the resuh. We know that £.200 per annum have been 
granted to the judge by the province, in lieu of fees ; but it is positively 
asserted, that, under different denominations, these fees are still exacted, 
and have even been considerably increased. This, if correct, must seriously 
affect the interest of the ship owners and merchants In England. 
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move important and luorative atuations. The higiier judges 
themselves, form the most iniSuentud portion of the Execu^ 
tive Council, and thus the power of the Couadl extiends 
through the whole body of die judicature. 

This power stops not here; besides the centred whidi 
is thus preaerved over the judges, th^re is a direct influ^ice 
possessed c^er every part of the administration o! justice, 
even where juries are employed. 

In Canada, the sheriff is not, as in England, llie chief 
man in his county, nor his office one without emolument. 
He, with us, is an officer of the court, is removable at the 
will of die Grovemor, has a salary, and is thus under die 
power of the Executive. 

I may cite, as an example of ihe mode in which influeoce 
is maisituaed, die present state of the judicature at 
Quebec : — The Chief Justice is Mr. Sewell, he is an execu^ 
ixvie councillor, so are- his colleagues ; so much th^i a£ the 
adininistFaUoa of justice as depends wholly upon them may 
thus be said to be governed by the wishes of the Executive 
Council. The sheriff is Mr. W. S. Sewell, son of the chief 
justice. It is the duty of the sheriff to prick the juries 
when they are needed. If, at any time, causes should come 
on, in which the Interests of those in power are involved, 
what security exists, that no improper advantage may be 
taken of the power of the Executive in the sdection of 
jurymen? I do not assert, nor do I mean to insinuate, 
that the sheriff is not a man of probity ; but I do assert, 
and that openly, that the administration of justice ought not 
to be dependent on the voluntary good conduct of any man. 
The conduct of the sheriff ought to be subjected to such 
influence as would compel him to be upright. The sheriff 
ought not to be one immediately under the dominion of 
the Executive, and closely allied to the ruling judge of th^ 
court. A jury is thought requisite, in order to guard 
against any improper influence of the Executive over the 
judge; such is the^express constitutional theory respecting 
jury trials : but if it be requisite to choose a jury for this 
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aid, it is absolutely requi»te, that he who chooses the jury 
should also be free from such improper influence. 

In Canada, moreover, there is no relief for the subject 
against the Crown, as will be seen by the following 
extract: — 

*< The King cannot be sued in his courts. It is under* 
stood that, by decisions of our own courts, public officers 
cannot be sued for engagements entered into by them in 
their public capacity, so that really thfc subject may suffer 
without a remedy. In England, there is the petiticm of 
rigbt» which is decided upcm in legal form. Tfa^ BiU, 
iatisoduoed in 1824, by a distinguished advocate, was in* 
tended to give a similar relief to the subject here. Itj 
kamemr^faikd m the Legidatirm C(mnc3*J** 

The officers of the crown always are careful to conlbund 
their own rights with those of the King himself; they 
studiously guard themselves from attack and control, under 
sheker of the constitutional maxim, that the King is not 
answerable for his conduct ; and exclaim that His Majesty's 
dignity is insulted, when their own evil deeds are censured* 
Attempts to make these various judicial officers amenable to 
justice will hereafter be describe ; the causes and conse- 
qiienceB oi the failure €^ these well-directed endeavours will 
also be laid before the reader, whom I request then to bear 
in mind the hasty sketch which I have here ^ven of out 
irresponsible judicature, and then to decide upon the feel- 
ings and int^tions of those persons who successfully opposed 
such salutary, such absolutely necessary reforms. 

* Sketch qfBusinesSy p. 22. 
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CHAPTER in. 

A List of the Govemorsy Jrotn 1791 to the present iime^^ 
ObservaHons on the State afCtsnaia^ under Sir James 
Craiff — Sir George Ptevost — General Drummand — Sir 

. Join Sherbrook^-^The Duk^ (ff Riehmond^Jb^rd 

.. Palhousie. 

, % 

V 

Ajtteb the exposition I have thus given of the .Govi^a4 
ment, smd the people tp be governed^ I shall be more eaailji 
4)oderstopd in the narration which I am now about ta 
commence, of the actual workings of this Government^ .aii4 
of the ntuation of the people under it . . 

.. It is not my intention to ^ve a complete detail of it| 
history, from the. period at which our constitution was <% 
tablished down. to the prescait time^ but to Ang^ outsm^ 
parts as will enable the reader fully to underhand. th? 
wcM*kings of the system» to obtain a. dfw idea.of jthe-ieviJW 
we labour under, as well as the remedies which ought ito.lil^ 
applied to them. :Tbe following: is a list of. ih^ yatl^ns 
Governors who have ruled over Canada, since it was possessed 
of a free government. Of these reigns, if I nmy be pwr 
mitted to use such a phrase, it is my intention to dw^ 
particularly upon that of Sir James .Craig, Sir George 
Frevost, Sir John C. Sherbrooke, and Lord Dalbousie» iB 
order that the reader may perceive the differ^Kae cf the eSa^ 
produced by tyrannical and coercive measues, even xipiia 
the most tranquil and submissive people, and that resulljwg 
from equitable and conciliatory proceedings. 
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Aimed Clarke, Lieut-Govenior and ConL-in-Chief - 1791. 

Lord Dorchester --.-----..- Sept 24, 1793. 

Robert Prescott 1796. 

Sir Robert J. Milnes, Bart, Lieut-Governor - - - July 31, 1799. 

Hon. Thomas Dunn (President) ------- Jvfy 31, 1805. 

Sir J. H. Craig, K.B., Governor-General - . - - Oct, 24,1807. 

Hon. Thomas Dunn (President) ------- June 19, 1811. 

Sir George Prevost, Bart Governor-General - - - Sept, 14, 1811. 

Sir Gordon Drummond, G.C.B., Admin.-in-Chief - Jpril 4, 1815. 

Sir Peregrine Maitland --- 1815. 

John Wilson (Administrator) ..------ May 22, 1816. 

Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, G.C.B., Governor-General - - July 12, 1816. 

Duke of Richmond, K.C.B. Governor-General - - July 30^1818. 

■^ Hon. James Monk (President) Sept. 20, 1819. 

' Slirlt>fDalhouffle, G.C.B., Governor-General - - - June 18,1820. 

* *Wlrcn the Ckjvernincnt I have described was conferred 
upon Canada, the people generally were not in a situiltion 
to appreciate its worth, nor to act up to its prindples. They 
bftd' been brought up under a government wfaicii allowed 
tihem no will of their own in political matters, and they had 
Idng learned to submit in silence. The vic^ent conduct of Sir 
^atnes Craig aroused them from thar lethargy. The pro«. 
ceedings of the then government led a body of courageous 
imd instructed individttals to discuss the propriety of its 
meaisNires. This patriotism — ^this desire to understand the 
gd^emment of the country, sfuread far and wide over the 
IhitasStaAer of the people, and the whole Canadian nation was 
iih&osi at one instant changed in their character and their 
desires. 

• ' The AntiXlanaifian party was at this period openly 
iKippdrtod by the Govermnr ; and an English editor of a 
newspaper, entitled the Qiuebec Mercury, under the same 
l^tt^onage, indulged in every species of sarcasm against t^ 
manners, the habits, the religion^ the political feelings, and^ 
mbove all, the loyalty of the Canadians. This hostility %m 
the part of the Grovemor — ^this abuse on the part of his 
satellite, induced a number of respectable and talented 
individuals to prociure a printing press^ for the purpose of 
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oount^racdng the effects that might be produced by the 
false accusations then indulged in. They quickly succeeded 
in estabUshing a weekly paper, published in French, and 
styled Le Canadien. The paper war which immediately 
followed did not fail to inflame the minds of both parties ; 
aad Sir James Craig, instead of endeavouring to calm these 
animosities, and remove the original cause of them, stre- 
nuoudy countenanced the English side, and thus increased 
the ill-will, on both sides, to a degree absolutely menacing 
to the interests of the province. He at length committed 
an act of injustice that no excuse can possibly palliate : he 
maltreated, degraded, and, in the end, without form or legal 
process, imprisoned a number of persons, whom he believed, 
or had been told, were suspected. These persons, to his 
great mortificatioD, he was eventually compelled to release, 
by an order (it is said) from the Ministers in England. This 
was done without the slightest attempt having been made to 
inculpate them, and without die least compensation having 
been afforded to them for the ill-treatment they had received. 
It may be well to lay before the reader the circumstances 
which led to this extraordinfiry proceeding. At this period, 
a misunderstanding banning to arise between England and 
America, the Governor deemed it necessary to organize a 
militia. Unfortunately, however, he was made to believe; 
that arms could not be conf^ed to the Canadians without 
imminent datiger; and some ill-disposed persons succeedlxi 
in inflaming his mind to such a degree, that he at length 
seriously believed the ptovince to be in a state of revolt. 
The war carried on by the newspaperti confirmed diiik h^Ml* 
It was reported, and, strange to say, the Governor believ^ 
llie report, diat die French Minister in the United Stutei 
fostered the ri»ng sedition of the Canadian people; tkbt 
large sums of money had been transmitted by the FkMcll 
Govemmetit, for the support of the insui^nts. Tins idea^ 
although ingenious, was absurd, as future events will suC 
Scieatly testify ; but nothing appeared strange to the Gt>- 
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vttnoTf whO) in the present excited state of hi» imaginAtion^ 
was ready to give implicit confidence to whatever uAd to the 
disadvantage of the Canadian pec^le. 

At length there appeured a placard, or hand-bill, signed 
VJmi Smcire^. This detemiined the Governor to seize 
the press of the Canadien^ and, on the 17th of Maixsh, 
1810, a party of military sazed both the printing materials 
and the printer, who, in spite oi the immense sums of French 
money, and, we suppose, to the great astonishment of Sir 
James Craig, was conducted to prison without (q[q)OBition^-~ 
without the slightest tumult. At the same time, and with 
the same ease and quietness, many other respectable Cana^ 
dians, among whom were some members of the House of 
Assembly, were also sent to prison : and thus ended thid 
dreadful revolution. Some time after, they were politely 
requested to leave the gaol in which they had been confined ; 
— ^no o&plaoations being ^ven**-no compensatiQn offered— « 
Qp justification, being required. One of them, however, 
more obstinate than the rest, refused to depart, unless some 
process, or trial, should take place ; and remained one yeai* 
lotiger incarcerated. Fensaving that he gained nothing by 
thus holding out, he then took his leave of the gaoler. I^ 
perhaps may be satisfactory to leaiti, that, in the succeeding 
a d mints tration, all these injured persons were recompensed 
l^j. lucrative places; that the f»inting press was restored to 
tiie original proprietors ; and that the most obstinate among 
them, bang an advocate, was advanced to the post of a 
judge. 

We may here be permitted to remark, that the recom-t 
pense thus bestowed was no retribution : it came not from 
the hand that had worked the evil— it came not from th^ 
law, acting as the redtesser of wrongs— 4>ut was solely the 
tesult of the good feding and good sense of the next 
gDvesmoTy usii^ his private judgioent; and, though the 

* -From this placard, th^ reader will find some extracts in the Appendix, 
NaVlII. 
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world well understood the reason of the fivroun th^*4i*» 
stowed upon these injured persons, no pubUc- avowal <£ 
misconduct on the part of the former Governor waa ever 
made— -no public and formal acknowledgment of the ixm^- 
cence of those he had imprisoned was ever-Mtempted : tba 
illegal act passed off without censure, and might be eoni^ 
mitted anew, for aught then or since. done respecting it. 
' From this moment, the conduct, of Sir James Criugy aa 
well as of those who advised him, became .utterly inexplicaUe» 
Hitherto he had enjoyed a fair share of popularity : ht 
seemed determined now, however, to omit nothing whidi 
might render him obnoxious to the pec^e. He constaiKlly 
dissolved the Parliament, without the shadow of a fn^miti 
he used insulting language towards the representatives of 
the people, and acted in every way, and to the highest 
degree his situation permitted, the iipperious and reckibds 
despot. The consequence was, that he inflamed the pubb; 
mind, brought on discussion, and taught the Canadians to 
study the constitution which the Imperial ParUaniait bad 
bestowed on them. They determined to. resislj st^ hp 
step, every encroachment on their rights; and thus ibe 
attempts to establish a despotic sway, and to befit doim die 
spirit of the people, served to estaUidb a.free gv^emm^tit, 
and create a sturdy independence* From this moment Am 
influence of the popular party ^ among, the Canadians, 
paramount; the Canadian and Anti-Cana£an parties 
permanently and inveterately opposed : . all t|ie nalmsf 
whether of English or French extraction, now JeeL- thai 
necessity of acting in . concert-^-tb^y &el . no l^Hgetf ttqp? 
shame in acknowlecj^ng tberoselMes CanaiiiaHfc - TbesfM^ 
of nationality is ailgmenting, and nmst.eoBlipuQ^tod 
It has unfortunately, but unayoidobly » ^cavsed^ an 
mountable jealousy against the power and .dominkiii -'-of 
persons, sent from Epgjknd ;r-peysony poesessijag^ tba m a ^ m 
of all the most important posts in the government ; 
unacquainted with the true int^jrest^ of ^he peopW 
desirous of showing their superiority l^y continuallyfoaki 
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^tmg the habits, feelings, *and capacity of a nation, of 
whom they must, of necesrity, be profoundly ignorant. 
- All these rarious troubles contributed to form a body of 
men, possessing talents and patriotism ; — ^men who feel th^ 
own importance, who are acquainted with their rights, who 
p tf ifctl ly comprehend the principles of their constitution^ 
and who are not of a character likely to retrograde. Haying 
also, during the last American war (as we shall immediately 
diow), had an opportunity of proving their steady adherence 
ta England, they are now no longer open to attacks from 
Am enemies, on the subject of what is impertinently termed 
ihcir want of loyi^y. The following observations of the 
Oomte St« Simon will illustrate the situation of the Canadian 
people, at the cfiffierent periods we have gone over : — 
r-^^ Une nation peut s^offrir sous trois aspects; se trouver 
dans trois ^tats divers. Le premier est de ramper sous un 
gemvememeot arbitraire, de se plaire dans sa servitude, et 
it ne-ooneevoir nen de plus durable que la faveur de ceux 
^:go»vernent, rien de plus noble que les distinctions qu^elle 
ihwiiie.^ Sueh was precisely the situation of the Canadian 
people, under the dominion of the French; and also under 
dot of the EngKsh, till the year 1774. 
v^^'Le seebnd est d^avoir su s^^ever au-dessus de Petat 
aal, ojk Ton vit, par les lumieres philosophiqiies et la 
des semimens; de s^etre arrache a ces id^s de 
% qull faut acheter par des bassesses ; d'avoir su qu'^il 
j-^^^^BXhAAk quelque diose de plus digne de Fhomme; 
^^y^ avoir tendu en luttant contre le cours des choses, mais 
•IBKclMteber k le changer.^ Such was the situation of the 
Cwiadiana from thie year 1T74 ; and such was the conduct 
thvf jmnaedf and the fedings they experienced, until they 
lofattned iheir eon^tiition in 1791* 
I' *^ lie trous^e et le meilleur, sans doute, est de s^etre fait 
lai'gottvenieiiMnt, dent diacun peut ^tre membre, s^l en est 
digue y d^empfoyer tons ses soins, ses travaux, ses lumieres, 
sliifeaiMien et k la perfection de Fbrdre social ^tabli."** Thia 
laal is' the sihsatioii of Enj^and, im iitoitalion of which our 
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present constifution was established. *^ II est' beau,"*^ addi 
St. Simon, ** sans doate, de s%tre ^eve k k hauteur dm 
sentmiens les plus nobles, dd milieu de Tabaissem^t de la 
servitude ; de s^'etre d^b^ par Pind^pehdanee de'lapedtte 
k la gSne d'uhe dominaUon absolue ; mais il est fdus beau^ je 
pense, d'^avoir su se creer un gbuvemement libre, dans leqml 
on puisse se reposer sans bassesse et sans honte*^ To thiib 
state of feeling and of thought, I am proud to say, the great 
body of my countrymen have arrived ; and die one grelit 
cause of its being so early attained, I consider to have betii 
the impotent despotism of ^r James Craig. He irritated, 
but had not power to subdue ; he gave an immediate reaaoo 
for the people to turn their attention to the govemmaEit, and 
that attention he was unable to divert. At lengthy on the 
11th of June, 1811, he embarked for England, to the great 
contentment ci almost the whole population, carrying mitli 
him the maledictions of an insulted people, and leavingia 
disordered government in the hands of the President of' the 
Council, Mr. Dunn, an old man, without much cafMuaftjSi 
but who, fortunately^ had r€fsided long enough in the tountry 
to know all the intrigues, aiid be on his guard. The proviABei 
at this time, was almost in a state of revolt. 

To him succeeded Sir Greorge Prevoat. The admini^ 
stration of diis Governor forms an important epoch in tha 
history of Canada ; and satisfactorily proves two aaaertiOM 
we have already hazarded concerning the system of the 
Canadian Government. The first, that no Governor can 
long successfully oppose the Executive Council ; the second^ 
that just and gentle treatment is the most effectual method 
of obtaining from the people of the colony whatever theif 
rulers may desire. Until the administration of Sir Gpoitgft 
Prevost, the Canadians had been treated as a oonqaer^* 
peof^ — aa disloyal and sedtdoaa subjects, to whcwi .it was 
dangerous to entrust the defence or the government of tb w 
country. Hitheirte^ we have seen them cahmuuAt^, mti* 
treated,' and despised. What was to l)e expected &om a 
people wboin a certain dominant class waa endeavouring^ 
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and> I am sorry to say^ is still endeavounu^ to represeut a^ 
unifoi^by of tlie ccHifidenpe of the Gov^mment? Whom 
haudiog men, indteiui of. bang trusted with posts of honoup 
aad impostBmoe^ were treated with insult and ridiculed 
ThiaafiKuredly was not the mode by which the natipn could 
be refidered well aJOTected towards the mother country. Sir 
George Fr^ost saw the error of former Governors in this 
respect^aod directed his conduct in a widely dijQ&rent course* 
He trusted and^put confidence in the Canadians ; he treated 
them with respect ; and thus won dieir esteem and affection. 
Why has not tlus » method been since pursued ? It is 
easy for a mother to midntain a good understanding 
with her children^ by according them ceitaan privileges 
and enjoyments which aibct not her maternal authority. 
England mi^^t with' eaae protect her commerce -with her 
colonics, and at the same time leave the management of their 
internal affidrs to the colonists themselves ; these internal 
affiurs would thus be placed in the care of persons known 
and esteemed by* the colomsts; and instead of those heiart 
buminj^swUch are now so contipued and so bitter, < we 
should then see uninterriipted harmony, and that prosperity 
which is its necessary accompaniment. The conduct ci 
Sir George Prefvost had a tendency to produce this result; 
atid on this account I am desirous of giving a detailed history 
ef his adminieltradon, and r^idering justice to his manes, in 
as far as my feeble powers permit Having been an eye* 
witnessof his proceedings ; having served under his command 
during tUe war he carried on, I feel in some measure en* 
titied tO'speak with confidence respecting his merits. Perhaps 
it may b^ thought not within my province to praise his 
military plans and c^ooduct ; I assuredly, however, am as 
well ^FbeJ^vel'may say, without vanity, better) qualified 
t0 praise, than many others (who have taken upon them* 
^ves that task) to blame that conduct. I sliall hazard the 
undertaking, howevar presumptuous it may seem. 

When %r George Prevost succeeded to the government, 
he w«a eoii^Ued^ idone,^ isnd without assistance,^ Ho devise 


96 S» 0|ieita£ F&PYQST. 

p]ftDS ^car th0 defeno^ of the country. ,The Ameriiaais 

liiittfttened- an immedial^ invasion, calculating^ from, the prj9t 

viouftly disturbed state of the colony, that they abould m^f 

urith little sesistaace fkom the inbaUtants. Thoge inhabitants, 

however, the Governor found to be his only support 4. and 

those very men, whoi a few weeks before. had been ancused 

of .seditionr-those very representatives, who had been i% 

suited and in^uped, furnished him with every possible. supply 

for tlie army he had under his, command, and organiz^^ 

ipiiitia, which, alpfiost entirely wiUiout assistapce frpp. £)ng^ 

land, resisted tbeinvasjyon of the Americans. - 

; On th^ S4ith of yJune, 181^, U was known at Quebec, that 

w9f'¥SA declared between America and England. T^ 

event created no surprise, such a result having loqg.b^p. 

e^qxected ; and the people now prepared .for th^, •vwn 

defence. Four battalions of militia were immediately x«^8^« 

a provincial corps, the Canadian Voltigeurs^ was orgmi^az^ 

and equipped iiji the short space of six weeks, by the liberality 

of the officers, who were chosen from among the yQUi:^g^ 

part of the most respectable Canadian gentry* ; a.pd a^ J»pi|it, 

of military enthu^m was . quickly eii^cited by the: PqU% 

condupt of the commander-in-chief. 

. Upon the (^ning of the Provincial Parliament, the .G.9^ 

vernor, after briefly informipg.the Parliament of the cec^t 

declaration of war by America, said, ^,^he relied upp&|the 

spirit of His Majesty^s subjects in the province, their att;9pl)r. 

ment and zeal for the religion of their forefathc^rs,, th^ 

loy^ty to their sovereign, and their ardent love forth? ti;ue, 

interests of their country ; and that he should depend i% 

plicitly, under Divine Providence, upoi^ their best exe]^Qn9f 

aided by the courage and loyalty of the militia,, and by thf 

valour,, skill, and discipline pf His Miye^ty^s r^pdar forpesj^i 


* It were to be wished thai puiny of the officen^ wlio dien mainly 
in the raisiog thid and other corps, which proved so useful in the defence of 
the eolony, had been better treated after ihe w«ff was at an end. Thlnga; 
however, wear a very difl^nt aspect when service is no longer required. 

t The regular forces in Canada wooounted to no more than 4000 men. 
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ISrtepbBJiig every faosiile attempt fliat imght be niA^ iipott 
tfte colony*.'^ C^tainly^ a remarkaMe change thisj* in thrf 
language of the Goi^ermnfent ! 

• Again, on the 99th of December; 1812; he thus addressed 
tfie House :^ ' 

** I have received His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regbnt'hs express commands^ to thank you, in his'name^ foi* 
the assurances of support and attachment which the addiress 
6f the House contains ; and to acquaint you, that His Rbyat 
highness places that confidence in the courage and loyalty' 
of His Majesty'*s Canadian subjects^ which makiei^ him 
k}uaily JFearless of the result of an attack upon them, and 
6f any insidious attemptsr to alienate their affection from birf 
government;'* . ^ . . 

To show the leader that this confidence wais not unde- 
served, I quote the following extract from the Governor's 
speech of the 18th of January, 1814:— 
^ '** *In reviewing the events of the late war, I cannot but 
contemplate, with pride and satisfaction, the zealous dis^ 
diatge of duty which I have witnessed, as well in the mifititf 
as in all classes of His Majesty's subjects in this province i 
which I consider the surest indication of their loyalty to 
iSidir sovereign, and of their determination to defend, to the 
last extremity, this valuable portion of his dominions.'' 

The Governor, perceiving that extraordinary expenses 
must hi undergone, with great delicacy and tact prepared 
the' House of Assembly for a message which he eventuallj;^ 
sent down on the subject. The object of the message was, 
that as there was no money in the coffets of the government, 
tb "&sue ariny bills, payable either in cash or in government 
biHs of exchange in London. This measure was approved 
by th^ House of Assembly, and a Bill to facilitate the cir- 
culation of army bills was introduced ; and the liberality of 
ffi'e House of Asseiinbly surpassed the hopes of the Executive. 
^*l5jOO0 were granted to jpay the interest that might become 

* Memoirs, by Robert' Christie, Esq., p. 46. 
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due upon army 1)318, of which J?.S50,000 were authorised 
to be put in circulation (large bilk, of twentyr-fitre doUafs 
and upwards, bearing interest. at the ratie of four-pence per 
day for every .^.lOO.) ; they were made current in thfe 
revenue, were to have the effect of a legal tender, and were 
redeemable at the Army Bill' Office, ' either in cash or go- 
vernment bills of exchange on: London, at the option of the 
commander of the forceis. Small bills of four dollars were 
at all times payable, in cash, at the Army Bill Office. All 
contracts, in which any distinction should be made between 
army bills and cash, were to be void ; and at the expimtion 
of five years, all those who might be holders of sifoharmy 
bills were entitled to receive the amount of the same, with 
the interest due upon them, out of the Provincial. Treasury. 
To defray the expenses of the Army Bill Office, in issuing, 
circulating, and cancelling the army bills, the L^slature 
also granted the further sum of JP.2,500 per annum. 
On' the 1st day of August, 1812, this Bill received the 
royal sanction ; and the Governor prorogued the Parliament, 
with acknowledgments for the liberal aid they had granted 
him to meet the exigencies of the public service. This 
seasonable provision of the Legislature at once enabled the 
Government to meet the demands of the public service, and 
revive the public spirit. A want of means^ at so urgent a 
crisis, must have paralysed tjie energies of Gt>vemment; 
and this circumstance alone might have created a /doubt in 
the minds of the Canadians of the indifference of the mother 
country towards the colony, that would have induced a 
despondency fatal to the provinces*. . . > ' 

General Frevost was, without contradiction, the first Go- 
vernor who properly appreciated the feelings of the Canadian 
people ; and we may see that, in as far as the people^s repre- 
sentatives were able, he was fully recompensed for his good I 
feeling. The critical situadon in whidi he found himself, | 
and that which, in all cases, weighs more than feelings ' 6i ^ 

> 

* Chribtie'8 Memoirt, p. 43. 
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immedliilte interest with a high-minded gentleman, sentiments 
of honour and honesty, induced him to pursue this path ; by 
xbich conduct, indeed, he saved an important colony, but in- 
J^r^.his own personal inter^ts« The reproaches that have 
|)een heaped upon him, ^re pi:etended to be grounded on his ill 
sucopss in bis military expeditions : this Ul success is but a pre* 
tence, the real eause of dispkasure being his impartial beha- 
viour towards the whole people whom he governed. To those 
who will take the pain&f uUy to investigate his military conduct, 
jit wiU appeal* throughout, to have been directed by prudence 
^and forethought; he will be fpund to have sacrificed nothing 
to his personal vanity, but to have been guided, rather by the 
,COol calculation of a general, than the blind and headlong fury 
of a soldier. True it. is, that he was unsuccessful in his expe- 
dition at Plattsburg; true it is, that our whole fleet was 
captured; and true it is, that the General determined \o 
retreat : the loss was not the consequence of the GeneraTs 
want of forethought or skill, but his want of fortune : the 
retreat was not the consequence of want of courage, but the 
.dictate of sound sense and humanity. Had he persisted in 
his enterprise, a large number of men must have been lost, 
without the possibility of maintaining the post for an instant ; 
and thus, for the mere purpose of performing a brilliant 
action, he would have uselessly sacrificed a large portion of 
his army. This, however, as I have already observed, was 
but the pretence ; the real cause of hatred to him originated 
jn a far difierent source. 

From the moment that Sir George Prevost took the reins 
of government, he endeavoured, as much as his power per- 
nutted, to recompense, by honourable and lucrative situations, 
those persons who had been ill-treated by his predecessor. 
He assembled around him every person who possessed the 
i^teem of the Canadian public, and thus formed a powerful 
Canadian party; re-established confidence in the minds of 
the inhabitants, and softened, by acts of clemency, the rigour 
of the measures pursued in former administrations. By this 
means he made implacable enemies in the opposite party, 
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wjPKii 4i4 iu>t^ lai}i M> Att^^mpt l^A;r|uiu Ue, imfXAtsH^th 
stff^d^j pMflsue^ ^e sai&e - oeodijic^ conteomcd their, ei^, 
^Toar^v wd>fiwe^ theDi,.«V€«itu^yy to fosl ^ep.iiitfi!iUM)g. 
i^pect foi; him* Unfortonatdyf he wa$ eurraunded b7;p^'* 
Bfm^ p{ whom he wa6 Qeceowily su«pieiouei; he .was ill vopK 
pcHTted by hi» fl[lafi) and bdie¥ed it ab9olutdiy nmesaaary fov 
hw to.be U) the feld^wbeo be. ought to have been eiapjpyqd; 
in the cabinet. . Two egcpeditioDs, in which he coftHoeaodsd, 
i|i.pp9¥op> were unauocestlul; .and no more was r0(]^aiiredior 
bis enequi^s to attempt tis:ruin. Different rqgeee n tati w i 
wereanade against him m England) which induced hinvw^ 
foitmmelj^ to undertake a painful and .dangeroua v^fig^ito* 
EMrogp^j, o» : pftirpo^ to justify his conduct , Four heacU ^. 
apqvso^n wem brought against him, by Sir James L. Yipa«; 
an4 .t()^ tl)ese he was endeavouring to answer. I^est he should^ 
1<^ ^time^ he left Quebec on the 3rd of April, with the. inn, 
tentipnof proceeding to Halifax, or St. Jobn^a, New Bnin^ 
wick|, traversing three-fourths of the time, on foot, woodflit 
buried in snow; he arrived at Halifax, and embarked ^fN;T 
England. , . j 

On the 25th of March, 181ls previous to his departure,.be 
prorogued the Provincial Parliament ; informed them tha^be 
was commanded by the Prince Regent to return to England ; 
that it was his intentiou to depart immediately, in order ,ta d^rii 
fend his character, which had been asssuled by the naval /ponVr,i 
mander who bad acted in conjunction with him on the lakes*.; 

^^ However intent (said he) on the subject that thus, sup^^ 
mcmsjmy attention, be assured I shall bear with me a lively ; 
recollection of the firm support 1 have derived froni jgf^i^. 
and I shall be gratified, at an early period^ in r^cesentii|g|(^ 
personally, to His Royal Highness the Prince Aegei^t,.!;^! 
zeal and loyalty evinced by every class of His Majesfy^/^ii 
subjects in British North America, during my administn^^i^p^^ 
their attachment to his august person and goverpmentji fU¥^) 
most particularly, the spirit and devotion manilSested by ^k^^ 
people of the Canadas, in the late contest with the ![Jnite4fT 
States of America*^ ^i 


'^TW&tigfiea c^ his pilhiftil v<»yage| aMiibifiM*tv(th'ieddl^ 
cMi oMMtitiitiall, and tfaeifiqisiiettideof imnd tsKitiad bf 'd^' 
aietMiflatkMis brottght against bitn, cftOsedlnB'deiitb^ tefere 
o^rtuni^ i»mf irfTcttded < of juatifying h^ eondtibt Itia 
8ai)rfact<»y to learn, however, that justiee was done to fais 
nlenK^; that hfs gfeAt sernee» bave been pdp^riy appre* 
olttCedi and the calunitileis against bis diartecter liave tbeC tbe 
cbn>M»pt and refutation they have so richly desetv^. 

iBy this stroke of fioIi<ical intrigUe, the €anadianii fbdnd' 
themselves suddenly deprived of a Grotvrnor who appreeiated 
tliteir iberits ; the House of Aissembiy abolwed its attaclitnenf 
td Ills person and his lin^Bsures, by voting the sum of '£MIOO^ 
sicfr^g, for tbe purpose of buying a serviee of 'plate, 'to' be^ 
prl^sented to him, in remethbrance of th^ gratitude for tfie^* 
services he had rendered ; the Le^slative Council, however;^; 
opposed the gra^t, thus diowing where the real enemiefs of* 
Sir George Prevost were to be found ; and directing the at-' 
tention of every man of common sense to the causes whidfa' 
rendered him unpopular with the class to which they belongedJ 
It is to be regretted, that the Canadians have not yet erected 
a 'tecHiument to his memory, in acknowledgment of his me- 
ritoribus services, as the founder of their constitutional rights: 

Let all those who have blamed, and who yet blame, the 
military conduct of Sir Greorge Prevost (his civil government 
has, by every one, been acknowledged to be beyond all praise) ;' 
let'th'em, I say, recollect, that he was chosen 6overnor-in- 
Chief at the commencement of a war with America ; that 
in the whole country there were only 4000 regular troops 
to defend ta immense frontier ; that there was no organized 
mffltia ; and that the Canadian population were far from well 
diiirpbsed under the preceding administration ; and then let' 
tbetn'retnem^r the promptitude with which the battalions^ 
of UxKtia ibd other provincial forces were collected and es-' 
tdiilished ; With what judgment the exposed points of the 
ooiklmtry were fortified ; with what enthunasm the unoccupied ' 
nffitia, when needed, c^f^ed their asastance ; let them, F say, 
recollect all these things, and then state, to what else than the 
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tdentB of the Goi»esnor tbeyougbtitabenscfUMi? I»«t,M>« 
piiblio remember, thatto Sir iOeoi^ Prevottt it ifr fdcne eviAf^ 
tbat Canada is now a part o£ the Bntiiab dominioDs ; and 
tkeo let Uiem ask, if he deienred the tieatiDMl he vemv#d ? 


*' Peiiptes, dont la dooleur tnut larmes obHnU^ ' 
De oe Prince ch^ d^l<Nre le tr^ai^ . « 

^prochez, et voyez, quelle eat la destinee 
Des grandeurs d'ici bas*." 

I should not so long have dwelt upon the administration of 
Sir George Provost, bad it not been intimately connected 
with the cause of the Canadian peDple ; and had it not been 
an luimirable illustration of the effects of the present systenx 
of our GpYer^ment. I will here close my remaprks.on.hi? 
ccoidact by the following extract: — ^ 

. <f Thp administration of the civil government of Lower 
panada, under Sir George Frevost, was mild, equitable, and 
unquestionably popular, among the entire mass of the Ca^- 
nadian population ; in whose loyalty, from the commencepient j 
he placed the fnost implicit confidence. To their fidelitj^^ 
and to the prudent and conciliating .policy of the Governor^ 
Great Britain is indebted for the preservation of the Canadas, 
unavoidably left destitute of money and tToops, at the outset 
of hostilities with America, by reason of the iu*gent demands 
of the war in Spain. The provincial L^islature, by giv^lg 
a currency to army bills, and guaranteeing their redejnptio^, 
effectually removed all apprehen^ons of a deficiency in the 
financial resources of the colonial government. The organic 
zation of ,a respectable force of embodied militia, and the 
power delegated to the Governor of turning out the wholte of 
the effective male population of the province, in cases of emq^^ 
geney, enabled him to withstand the efforts of the United 
States during two successive campaigns, with scarcely ai^y 
other resources than those derived from ,the colony. . Tb^ 
whp bad been partial, to thc^ preceding administration, fnd 
who, probably, may have been instrumental in the arbitr^ 
measures with which it is reproached, were, as might faNe 

* J. B. Rousseau, Odeturte Prince de Conti, 


^peotid, aAvnrteto the jM&jrof the praent Goinelmor, and 
fipared iso ptiiii to represent in Englimcl the affidrs ol tlie 
edkmy in ^ fiatlsest coloilfe. The diflappointmeDts exp&a- 
tknceA'^ Sadkefelli Harbour and Pkttsbuig, gave oceanon 
to hii epexhies to diacDedit his miUtiay character; but, what- 
ev«r laay Wte been hb eapodty « a general Cwhkh we 
leave to the j'u^nient of military men), it mu&t be iadmitted, 
that, as a civil' Governor, at the head of a people irritated by 
lurbitrary measures under thd preceding administratidn, he 
judiciously explored his ivay, through a period of unprn- 
eedtoted emba^assmenta and danger, without a recurren<5e 
to martid lawv or the least exertion o^ arbitrary pother. His 
manners are represented, by those who Were famiHarly ac- 
quainted with him, as Unasstiming and {(octal ; Ms pnbR^ 
speeches, or addresses, partook of even a classic elegance ; 
his smooth and ^asy temper placed him beyond the ordinary 
passions 6t men in ponfer ; and, though aware of the intrigues 
of Unprincipled and implacable enemies, laboiiring atfaisf 
destructioh, and loaded with the obloquy of the press, . he 
is known to have harboured lio resentment against the former, 
and to have reasoned' with' that coodness and imconcem with 
respect to' the ktter, which can only spring from a virtuous 
and ingentious mind*.^^ 

Immediately up6n the difpi^iture of Sir George Prevost, 
the government of the country was assumed by General 
Drumniond, who had greatly distingidshed himself during 
the campaign in Upper Canada. The intimacy which had 
existed between him and Sir James Craig, was, in the opinion 
df the Canadians, no favourable augury as to the conduct he 
woitld pursue. His administration, though short, gave 
evidence that the people had judged correctly. A dispute at 
this time arose between the Government and the House of 
Assembly, di^ histoi^ of whidi it is of importance to relate. 

During the administratdbn of Sir George Prevost, seventeen 
heads of accusation were carried, in the House of Assembly, 
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ngpiMinr thn iwio Chkf Jwticei^ of tbe ptofiiloe t the imttto bf 
« ttese aocugatiooy was, that they^* the jodgee^ hadgiven %egil 
jidviee to Sir James Craig in 1810, and 'UncoDStitutlMaB;]^ 
ittdcd'bis -arbitrary proeeediags; and that they had gone 
beyond their legal powers, in introducing certain tides (^ 
fvaodoe itito iheir respective courts. The Governor ^as 
Mqtiiested to transmit the accusations to !Bngland: he did 
ao, but Tio fai^urable answer having been Yetumed, and th^ 
matter ^having hod at rest in England a year before it "wsA 
jMttoed, the House considered it requi^te to choose ati 
-meot iot the purpose* of supporting and furthering th^& 
Jeomplaiiits* The House also voted the impeachment' 6t 
Ae judges, and presented a request to Govemor Sir 
, Ok&tgQ Prevost, to suspend them from theexercisse df tbcdi^ 
judteiat-ftrndions, and at die same time to transmit to the 
frinise R^ent the accusations drawn up* The Legislative 
Ctoumnl refused to join in this proceeding, and reserved, that 
the Lower House possessed no right qfimpeachmmt. The 
Governor, in ccmsequenoe,' refused to comjdy with the request; 
of tbe House of AssemUy^ stating to the deputation of thie 
Houses that, without the concurrence of theLe^slativeCoun-: 
lal, he deemed the measure fmcoft^fi^fioTiit/. Th^ Hou^ 
was exceedingly dissatisfied by the answer of the €k}vemdr,' 
and fimslied by resolving,'—-^* l%at His Excellency the Goi 
vmior'in Chief, by Ins answer to the address of the House,' 
had violated the con^tutional rights and privileges thereof.* 
Tbe Legislative Coundl having refused their assent to^th^ 
Bill, raisiBg money for the support of an agent, that project 
of the Lower House necessarily failed. Their complidtlts,' 
however, were, in spite of the Governor'^s former opihion,' 
pransmitted to England ; but, as no agent was there to expMfl 
their grievafices, and as the Chief Justice was dlb^i^'^ 
depart to England, in order to defend himselfj'it is notMfi;^ 
wondeif ul, that the aceusatitms of the people"^ xepreseniatiVeii 
fiailed of producing their proper diect ^ ^^ 

As the political influence of the Chief Justice of the 
province, the Honourable Jonathan Sewell (certably a mM 
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1^ ^supdiiDur^ aUlkies), bas been, m -dies Ofmiea j[)f --^ 
percwp% mcfst injiirioua to the interefllB of thecptniti^y ItMA 
}» 8i9XHewhat minute in the detail I shall give of. the.fiile 
ffi, tbo* aecwtttioiia brought afmat him by . the Hotise^ of 
>^s8embly. 

, Wbm. Mr. Senrell veadbed Eoglaiid^ he fcund Zdmi, 
fiathj;arst disposed to ^eten to his aateinwta» and beUevehia 
inaiiiuations against* the eharai^ers of bi9.iu^ii^^ . laMreet^ 
on^the pait of one oC the ehief lead^rs.c^. th^Canadian^partTv 
^^as by him stated to have giv^ rise to. the pr^amtiatoMi^ 
Mn James Stuart^now AUorney-Crenaivl of homei Canadft^ 
wa&y j^ IftlO, abruptly disn^ised fi^m the situatiaKi of 
l^olicii^ir^GeDeral, and that impartaDt offipe was. ooofenv^. 
^pp a. person of the name of S^welL The. anger feteb/i 
Mr. .Stuart, on account of thia proceeding, w9b .Msertaitp 
be. the real ctiuse of the perseciMion, as it was termed^ o£4ih^ 
Chief Justice ;. aod the statesaents t)f the Aaoembly to be aiere 
figqaentftused to oolpur, and leod'asanetaonto privatejKie]se& 
I^OEd Bathurst, and eonsequentty the Privy Council, were^ 
£»^ many reasons, willing togtye ear to sueh an eaqilanation, 
and fancied that the originating eause of an aoeusadon beiog 
fqxmd^ OP supposed to he found, nought but {»ava]» malice^ 
the truth of the accusation of itself W49 a matter of no bbo». 
i^ei^ty inasmuch as prixnate moliee might be believed to Imne 
giyen birth to the aoousationB ; insomuch was it requisite; to 
inivesti^te with cave and suspicion r thc^ evidence by whieli 
tb^y wece ,to.be.8Upported. The acouaa^o, however, ought 
^. J|;V9<ir^ been tried by its pwn merits ; and, supposuig it ta 
hfity^ .bf)?p discovered to be founded in truths no matter whal 
caH^, it into esditence, . the culprits ought to have been pu^i 
pishedi^ The Privy Council reasoned not in this manner^ 
but;m|ceeemaniously dismissed the complaints of the Houae^ 
Qci^ral Dmmmpnd, now. the Governor* communicated this 
itAtdlJigl^Qce tQ.tbe .^Qous^ saying,. thatihe Privy CoMUoilof 
His Majesty, to whom thrir comphunts and impeachmente 
had been submitted, had decided that they were ill founded, 
aod. consequently they h^ii Ibeen dkmUsedf and that this 
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^Mifiiob hwi been opprcMred of bj tlie Pnoce Begent Tbo 
House was justly incKgiuuit at this .^cavalier, tf^oatmuie, 
having, without dodbt, a right to complMiQ.aBdjto berhfiaM* 
To this right, howeyer, the Ihrivy. Council had paidj no 
regard. The House, therefore, ordered a general call of thfl 
ixMmbets, to take this aiiair intd thar most serious ccmnderaT 
tion, and selected a spmal committee, to. inquire AQto.ilb« 
ttost ^cacious means of giving eflBeot. to their icomphtniti 
This committee, trusting to the justice of His Majc^yls 
Gkivernmeiit, was of o}Hni(m,.tfaat the Commoaaaf Ijom^ 
Canada should present a petition to the Prince B4ig«Kit, 
j^myikig him to give them an opportunity lof. exposing tfacdr 
grievances, in accordance with the. right which justly, 
belonged to them. The pul£c was now. in a. state of gce9t 
excitement, and all other business in the House was msmf 
pended, when, on a sudden, and quite vunespeotedly^ the 
Parliament was dissolved. Thas eondoct on the paiit of the 
Governor, General Drummond, as might be expcisted, ONsated 
great dissatisfaction, and gave an oppovtunily ta Sir iohn 
$herbrooke (who succeeded General Dnrnimcmd on ',;thecl^th 
of July, 1816) of exercimg die remarkabk .talent he.pasj 
sessed in conciliating all parties, and of inducing the. popular, 
leaders to abandon a measure that, for two sessions,. had 
occupied the whole attention 4v! the Assembly. . . 

Before I proceed to explain the canse of.thss latter oon^ 
duct tn the House, I am desircnis c^ layii^ be&re oay xcmgUd 
an extract of the accusations brought, by them agiiinat\lhei 
Chief Justice of the province, Jonathan.S#weUr Esq^-aodi 
the Chief Justice of the Court of King*s fieiidiyfoc:tfaetiliiM 
triet of Montreal, James Monk, Esq.t 
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^^ HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

" Mr. Stuart, from the Cfmuiiittee ■Mppaiubtd. to-^mpUKi 

* See the Proceedings in the Jssejmbly qf Lower Canada on the Ridet rfPrac- . 
Hce cfthe Courts of Justice, and tJie Impeachments of Jonathan Sewell and James 
Jfcfon*,JE;*gr*.— Printed by order of the House, 1814. ' ■• •. • o . ..^. 


hdais of impeedbBoaiil agtiai^ Jonatfami SitwsA^ Esq.* > CUdf 
JttHiee of the province^ and James Monk, Esq. Chief JiMtice 
oflheCoiut ofKii^'iS Beaob, for.the district of Montreal^ 
aequainled the HoUse, that the cooomiitlee bad prepared 
heada of impeaphaieDti accordingly, and alio a humble 
rtpreseptation to Hia<Ilogral Highnoss the Prince Relge&t, 
m^ch thef had divacted him to-rqiort to the Houae ; and. he 
vead the 'report in his place, and afterwards delirered H in at 
the tsUe, iriiere the same was tead? and the said heads of 
iffipeachmenl and haoftfalej representation} so repeated, are as 

^< H«ada of iBipeachnieiit« xtf Jonathan SeweU, ISaq*^ Chief 
Justice of the province of Lower Canada, by the Commons 
af Lower Canada, in this preset Provincial P^Uamenl! 
asficmUed, in their own name, and in the name of aU the 
G«nn«mofthe«idi«»vbce. 

• •<< ^ara^^—* That the said Jonathan SeweU, Chief Justice 
of the praviiiee of Lower Ciknada, hath traitorously and 
wibbedly endeavouired to aabv^t the constitution and es* 
tablished - goviernm^H of the said jMrovince, and instead 
tbeceof, to introduce an arbitrary tyrannical gevemHienty 
agmnat law, which he hath declared by traitorous and wipked 
cqpi&ioiis> counsel, conduct, judgments, practices, and actions. 

*^ Secondly, — That, in pursuance of those traitorous and 
ipiidBed ptitposes, the said Jionathan Sewell hath disregarded 
die amhority of the Legislature of ^ this province, and in: the 
courts of justice wherein be hath presided and sat,' hatb 
teuqped powers and authority wbioh belong to the L€^s<» 
blure alone, iaid>niade> regulations subversive of the oonsti^ 
tution and laws c^ this province. 

<< 7%ir%,— That the said Jonathan' SeweU, being Chief 
Justice dT this province, and President of the Provincial 
Coiirt of Appeals^ in {pursuance of the trmtorous and wicked 
puvpososaforesMd, didj on the 19th day of January^ in the 
year of our Lord 1809, make and publii^, and cause to be 
made and published, by the Court of Appeals, variousTiegu- 
ktions, under the name of ^ Rules and Orders of Practice,'' 
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refugpmti and oontrar j. to th^ laws of this pv^tiaoc^ wiiMcbjr 
the said JomUban S^well, ^iviokedlj and tmkptoiialyt ^mi!^6(> 
far as in him laj^ endeayouied aod laboured 1^dmt^^,9kai 
and fiodify, and to c^use to be cban^pedi altered, mod rnoUk 
iied, by the said Court pf Appeals, the laws of tbk prDvinei^ 
whidb he was swom to administer; and assuined Itp^kOwe 
authority, and by the said regulauons inqsoaed illegal burtbeot 
and restraints upon Uis iMajesty'^s subjacte in thocsetcueiaf 
t^ir legal rights, .and altnbiKed to the said Court uncoBS& 
tutioiial and illegal :powers and ^authority, altogether ]|]can«« 
spat^ntwith the duties of the smd Court, and subremve of 
the bberty and jast and legal rights of His A(iyesty^»«nbjoettP 
in, this province* . , • • •. u 

, «f Faurth^'^ThsLt the said Jonatbaa SeveU, being t%ief 
«|^stice of this province, and as such piwaiding in HisBbi^' 
j^y's Court of King^s Bench for the district of QtMbeey-^ifl 
pursuance of the traitorous and wicked purposes* afonaMid^ 
did^ in the term of October, in the year of oinr Lord lfl00,> 
make and publish, and cause to be made and publisbed/bj^ 
the. said la^-mendoned Court, various r^ula^ons, uad^ the 
name of ^Bules and Orders of Fractiee,- rqiugnaiiitfatf&' 
contrary to the law, &c., be. 

«> Fifthk^t—ThaX the said Jonathan Sewdl, being aif#i 
Cftiief Justice and President of the ' Provincial Court' of' 
Appeals, as aforesaid, and as well by the dudes as the oaite' 
of bis offices, bound to maintain, sup^rt, and -adminMeiv ' 
the laws of this province, and award justice to His Majtfst^li^ 
sul^jects according to the said laws, hath, neverthdess, m^ 
conteinpt of the said laws,^ and. in violation -of bis said^dfitjr 
and oaths, set aside the said laws, and suhstatttted U^will ' 
and pleasure instead thereof, by divers WMonstotutiarai, 
illegal, unjust,, and oppressive rules, ordnrs, and; jndgmaiHs, 
which he hath made and rendei?ed„ to. the manifest ing/ogy- 
and oppression of His Majesty^s subjects in this province, 
and in subversion of thar most important pohtical and civil 
rights. 

<< iSt4rf%,— That the said Jonathan Sewell, being Chief 
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^iMiae, as afbrtsud, and also Speaker of the Legislative 
Gomcil af diis pttmnoe, and Chairmah of His Majesty*s 
Bxtteatm Council therein, did, by false and malicious' skn* 
dos' against His Msgesty^s Canadian subjects^ and the 
Asseaibly of this province, poison and incense the mind'df 
Sir James Crai^, bdng GrOTemor4n-Chief of this protincet 
gainst tbem, and nMead and ifeoriVe him in the discAargie 
(if bis do^es as such Governor ; and did, on the Idtfa day 6t 
May> in the year of our Lord 1809) advise, counsel, and 
iadnos the said Sir James Cndg, bemg (Wemor-in-Cfaief, 
us afinresaid, and being under the influence of the false' and 
pmyoiDUs soggestiobs of tbe said Jonathan Sjewell, as afore.' 
said, to dissolve the Provincial Parliament, wilJiout any cause 
iikmtgnfst to palliate- or excuse .that measure ; and did also 
ocMHisel, advise, and induce the said Sir James Craig to 
loake and debver, on that occanon, a speech, wherein thcf 
conslitutional rights and privilq^es ' of the Assembly of 
J,i0rMr Canada were gsossly violated, die Members of that 
lifidy iaSulted, and their conduct miurepresented. 
V '^ iShimiA^9--*Tbat the said Jonathan Sewell, bebg such 
Qbief Justice, Speaker of the Legislative Council, and 
Chairman of the Executive Counol, as aforesaid, in pur- 
siMioe^if. bb tnutorous and wicked purposes aforesaid, and 
intending to qppress His Majesty^s subjects and prevent all 
op|H|sitipn to his tyrannical views, did counsel and advise 
t^-said Sir James Craig, bmng Govemor-in-Chief, as afore- 
s^d| to ittmove and dismiss divers loyal and deserving sub- 
jaafts ef . His Majesty from offices of profit and honour, who 
wvsreaoooicynigly so removed and dismissed, without the sem- 
blapcti of reason to justify it, but merely because they were 
iilBDical,' or supposed to be inimical, to the measures and 
pgliojP'plonpted by the said Jonathan Sewell, and in order, 
ia-OQeinstanoe, to procure the advancement of his brother**^^ 


* " Among the arbitrary maaaures which charaeteriae the times (1810), the 
dismia^ of the Solicitor-General, Jamea Sti]art».£i4.» ^^w ^ oflfcee^wilhoat 
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'■■'^^ EigkiUffl^ThtA the said Jonathan Sewdl, &a, Cce^ 
induced Sir James Ccaag to dismiss Jean Antoihe Panet^ £&% 
whO'had been dunng fifteen years, and was stilly Speaker.dF 
the House of Assembly^ horn His .Mi^esty^s serviee .as 
Lieutenant^Colonel of a battalion of miUtia, without aoif 
reason^ be, &c. 

' << Ninthly^ — That the isaid Jonathan SeweU, n^ardkss ^ 
the dignity and duties of his high, offices, persuaded and 
induced Pierre Edward Desbarats, ^inter of the laws of the 
province, to estaUish a newspaper, under the name of the 
Vrai Canadien, to promote his &etious views, and foir 
the purpose of calumniating imd vilifying part (tf His 
Mi^esty'^s subjects^ and certain Members of the AssemUy, 
who were obnoxious to the said Jonathan Sewell, &c», &e. > 
' << 7Vn^A2^,— That the said Jonathan Sewell, in piia- 
suance of his traitorous and wicked purposes albresaod, and 
intending to extinguish all reasonable freedom of the press, 
destroy the rights, liberties j and security of His Maj^tjF^s 
subjects in this province, and suppress all complaints cuf 
tyranny and oppression, did, in the month of March, in the 
year of otfr Lord 1810, counsel, advise, promote, and 
apt)rove the sending of an armed military force to 'break 
open the dwelling house and printing office uf one Charles 
Lefrangois, being one of His Majesty^s peaceable subjeds 
in the city of Quebec; and there arrest and imprison ibe 
said Charles Leffangcns, and seize and bring away formbly 
a printing press, with various private papers ; which mea- 
sure of lawless violence was accordingly executed,- and tht 
said press and papers have since remained deposited in the 
court-house in the city of Quebec, with the knowledge and 
approbation, and under the eye of the stud Jonathan Sewelli 
^ EltoentUy^ — That the said Jcmathan Sewell, &c.» &<^, 
with the intention of oppressing individuals supposed to be 

any other ostensible reason than his independent conduct as a Member of the 
House of Assembly, is not the least remarkable. He was succeeded by 
Stephen Sewell, Esq., an advocate at Montreal.*' — CrristibU Memaift, 
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•oqncioaft'of his duBsctor and vieiirs diid inniwml to hi^ 
policy, &c4 &ct,'did «cNin«el^ advise, paomote, and approve 
tii^ arrattof Fierce -JBedard^ FsanQoisr Bknebet, >aiid Jeaa 
Thomas Tadiareau, Eaqwes^ upon £he false and uofounded 
pretext of their having been guilty of treasonaUe pttftedces, 
wha'eby they might! be- dbjirived of the benefit of bail, and, 
by means of the influasoe derived from his high offices under 
the Gkyronmient,; caused them to be imptfisoned on the. said 
ehargej in' the tommon .gaol a£,^e district of Quebec, for a 
long spatte of time, and at lebgcb to be diadiai^ged without 
having been brought to a <ml. 

. «< Twe^iUjf.'^That the said Jonathaii Sewell^ &cv, &e., 
instigated and procnoted vandns acts of tyndmy and oppres- 
sion sindlarto those last mentioned, in oth^ parts of the 
province, vherd>y divers indiwluals, upon th4 false pretext 
of ,havii^ been guilty of treas<mable practices, were exposed 
to unjust prosecndonsj, imprisoned, and oppressed^ and one 
of thean, Fran^ms Corbeil, being old and infirm, was by the 
rigour of his itnpriaomnent depxived of life^ and wherdby 
general alarm and apprehension were excited in . His 
Mi^esty'^s subjeets. 

<< Thifieentfify^—That the said Jonathan Sewell, 8do., &c, 
on the 81st day of March, 1810, bang « time when pro- 
Ibund tnaoquiU^ prevailed in^ the province, &c.^ 8ae., did 
wickedly infuse^ iiito the mind of the said Sir James Craig, 
beinfg Gro^embi«.in-<2htef/ as- aforesaid, the most false and 
unibuncfed 'i^iispicion^ df alarm respeeting the disponticnis 
and intentions of His Majesty^i Canadian subjects, and did 
counsel, advise, and induce the said Sir James 'Craig to 
issue a proeiamatiott*, extraordinary and unfn^oedented, gs 
wtsll in style as in matter, &c., &c<; wherem such statements 
were made as implied that the province waa in a state 
approaehing c^n insurrection and rebeybn, wherdby the 
character oi His Majeaty^s Canadian subjects was moat 

* This ptodafiation vrill be found in tiie Appendix (Letter B.) to Cbristie^i 
Memoirs. 
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UmAj fjalnWmiaied, and foraigD statds niay hav« been 
drawfi, and thffe is the graatcit reatoii to believe^ 6om 
subsequeot events, were draim, into a bdief of inch. cUa* 
loyalty in Hia Mnyesty^s Canadian subjects as would {i«idcr 
the province an easy conquest*. 

. ^^JToiir^tfmiiUy^^That.the said Jonathan Sewdl, &&, &c^ 
dfidhibour and endeavour^ by s^eans of hb official influence^ 
to extend and confinn the unfounded imptttatimB madey and 
alarm excited by the said procUnaatioii ; soul in the tana «f 
tbe-Gourt of Criminal JuiisdiotioB, hdd in the said month 
of March 1810, read the sud pradaoiatiaii in open cour^ 
for the purpose of influendng the minds 4»l the grand and 
pelit juries in the exerciBe of their respective duties. 

'' ^S^Ism/%,--That the said Jomuban S€^eIl,.aEC.,&a^ 
bath lajboured and endeavoured to produce^ in Hk Migesty^ 
Government, an ill opnkm of His M^esty^s Canadian sub- 
jects, with a view to <qppress them, and favour the progMs 
of American influence in this province, and promote the 
advanti^eous establishment of Amerioms, &c^ &o«, to^lhe 
great prejudice and injury of His Majeaty^s Canadian sub- 
jects, and with a view to the subversion of His Majesty^s 
^Government* 

<< Siofiegnikbf^t^Thal the said Jonathan Sewdl, fcc^ &e^ 
influenced, by a dens to accelerate a pol i tical oonneetionef 
this province with partrof the United States of Ameriaa, 
and to deprive Hia Migesty^s Canadian 'sul]{|ects of- thar 
present constitution and laws, did, in or about th^ month of 
January, in the year ci our Lord 1800, enaev into a. base 
*and wicked confiaderacy with one John H«nry» an adim* 
turer td taxspaouB chaiacter, for the purpose of iKNsdug 
and exasperaUQg dissension among 4he suli^ts of 1 the 
government of the said United States, and pieodiioiog 
among them insurrection and rebellion, and a consequent 
dismemberment of the Union ; and, in furtherance of the 

* The reader will earily campreheod, after the pcroaal of tfame acfiniatiasij 
what we haye previously stated respecting the judidoiis. condiict of Sir Geai|e 
PtrerosL 
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dbj^Ut of the ftaid cd&fe^kracy, did, by artful and false 
irepreseDtations, counad; adt ise, and induce Sir Jaxnes Craig, 
^3^g 6av«rnor-in-Chief of diis province^ to send tfie said 
John Henry on a misaon to tbe said United States, whereby 
the attainment of the views of the said Jonathan Seweli was 
to be promoted, and the said Jonathan Seweli became and 
was a ebaimel for the correspondence of the said John Henry 
tespeedng his mission aforesaid; by which conduct the said 
Jonathan Seweli hath exposed His Majesty^s Grovem* 
ment to imputations reflecting on its honour, and hath 
rendered himself unworthy of imy place of trust under 
-H« MaJesty^s Government*. 

<' SevenieentMiff'-^That the said Jonathan Seweli, &c.,&e., 
Jiolh laboured and still doth labour to promote disumcm and 
a^moaty between the Legislative Coundl and Assembly of 
atAn provhiee, and hath exerted his influence as Speaker as 
«fi[Are8aid, to prevent the passing, in the said Coundl, of 
adutary laws, which had been passed in the said Assembly ; 
fthd halh, during the present war with the United States of 
Amami, Ibmented dissennon among His Majesty^s subjects 
in this province, and endeavoured, by various acts and 
practices, to prevent a reliance on the loyalty and bravery 
<tf Hi& Majesty^B Canacfian subjects, and produce a want of 
eoi^ence in the administnrtion of His Majesty'^s Govern* 
flMtit, and thereby weaken its exertions. 

<* For all which crimes and nnsdemeanours, 8cc., be, above 
mentioned, the said Commons do impeach the said Jonathan 
Sewdl, hereby reserving to themselves the liberty of ex^ 
hiUtiiig, at any time hereafter, any other accusation or 
impieachment against the said Jonathan Seweli, and adopting 
tfoch oonckisions and prayer upon the premises, as law and 
jttstaoe may require.^ 

V * I hsw httttd Bomt American gentlemen say^ ^lat this ImniieBs of Henry, 
and our useless expedition to New Orleans, contributed more than any thing 
elie' to raise the spirit of the nation, and to destroy the unpopularity of the 
lite ^wat^ in the United- 9Utes. 
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Beadft of Itnpedchmeiit of Jfimies Monk, Esq. &c., &c« :^^ 

<< Fir^t, — That the sidd James Menk, Chieef Jueitice of 
His Majesty's Conrt of King's Bench fiwr the district of 
Montreal, in the province of Lower Canada hath traitorously 
and wickedly endeavoured to subvert the constitution and 
established government of the saad province, and instead 
thereof to introduce an arbkrfiry tyrannical government, 
against law, which he hath declared by traitorous and wicked 
opinions, counsels, conduct, judgments, ptacticies, and actions. 

^^ Secondly^ — That, in pursuance of those traitottius and 
tvicked purposes, the. said James Monk hath disregarded the 
authority of the Legislature of this province, and in the 
courts of justice wherein he hath presided and sat, hath 
usurped powers and autliority wUchWlong to the Legidature 
alone, and made regulations subversive of the constitution 
and laws of this province. 

'^ Thirdly^ — That the. said James Monk, Sec, &c., did, 
on the nineteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord 
18099 make, consent to, concur in, approve, atid pvibliiSb, 
and caused to be made and published, by thef Court of 
Appeals, various regulations, under the name of ^ Rules 
and Orders of Practice,' in the Provincial Court of A}^als, 
repugnant and contrary to the laws of this province, &c., &c. ; 
and, by the said regulations, imposed illegal burthens and 
restraints upon His Majesty's snbjects in the exerciser of 
their legal rights, and attributed tb the sud -Court on- 
constitutional and. illegal powers and authority, altogether 
inconsistent with the duties of the said Court, and subversive 
of the liberty and just and legal rights of His Majesty's 
subjects in this province. 

. ^^ JPoffr^ii^,— *That the said James Monk, &c, &c«, did, 
in the term of February 181 1, make and publish, and cause 
to be made and published, by the said last-mentioned Court, 
various regulations, under the name of * Rules and Orders 
of Practice,' repugnant and contrary to the laws of this 
province, by which regulations the smd James Monk, in so 
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fiu: as in kim lay, eiideav4>iued and laboured to change, 
alter, and modify, the laws of this province, Sbc, &c. 

<< F^ifff—ThaLt the mid James Monk, &c., &e., bound, 
by the oaths of his offices, to maintain, support, and ad- 
ministier the laws of this province, hath, nevertheless, in 
contempt of the said laws, and in violation of his said dudes 
and oadis, set aade the saii^ laws, and substituted his will 
and pleasure instead thereof, &c., &c. 

*^ SioMbfi — That the said James Monk, &c., &c., hath^ 
in the exercise of his judicial powers, openly and publidy 
ascribed to the said Court of Eing'^s Bench the power of 
alteringy chang^g, and modifying the laws of this province, 
and hath alleged and declared that such power had been 
recognized by all the judges of the law in the Provincial 
Court of Appeals, and on such, his false, traitorous, and 
wicked opinions and declarations, hath founded judgments 
td the said Court. 

^^SeventUffj — That the said James Monk, &c., &c., hath, 
contrary to his duty and in contempt of the laws of the 
province, denied writs of Habeas Corpus to persons legally 
entitled to them, &c., &c. 

<^ EighAhfy — That the said James Monk, &c., &c., hath, 
in certain cases, promoted, counselled, and advised criminal 
prosecutions, and hath afterwards exercised his judicial 
powers, as Chief Justice, and hath sat in judgment upon 
such prosecutions. 

^^ All which crimes and misdemeanours, above mentioned, 
were done and committed by the said James Monk, Chief 
Justice of the Court of King's Bench for the district of 
Montreal, &c., &c. 

"^^ For all which the said Commons do impeach the said 
James Monk, Sec, be/' 

And now, for the purpose of showing that the political 
substance of these was not considered by the Privy Council, 
viz. what related to his private advice to Sir James Craig, 
I insert the Order in Council on the subject, of the 29th of 
June, 1816 : — 
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\ ^f^Aiim Court ofCafiton. Houst^ lAtf 9Qth cfJune^ I61£v' 

' '^ Uk Royal. Higliness the Prmae Begent in Cmindl. 

. << Whereas there was this day read at the board a 
report from a Conuaittee of the Lords of His M^jesty^a 
'Mmt HooouraUe Privy Council, dated the ^th (tf thia- 
insfant, ia the words fioUowing, 0«. :— 

^< Your Royal Hi^nite hiving been plensed, by yow 
CMer m Counpil of the lOtb of December instant> in the 
name iswid on behalf of His Majesty, to refer unto this Cook 
mittee a letter from Earl . Batburst, one (^ His Majesty^l 
Piincapal Secretaries of State, to the Lord President of the 
CmvassAi transmitluig a. copy of a letter from Sir George 
P^e<vost, dated Quebec, the 18th of Mmvh, 1S14, forwaidipg 
ts^ address of the Houae of Assembly of Lower Canada ta. 
ycnir Boyal Highness, with certain articles ef complaint 
therein referred to, against Jonathan S^well^ Esq.^ His 
Majesty^s Chief Justice pf the province of .Lower Canada, 
and James Monk, Esq., Chief Justice of the CouirtroC 
King^s Bench for the district of Montreal ; and iilso traair 
mitting a memorial from the Executive Council, Judges M\ 
the Court of Appeals, and of the Puisne Judges of the 
Court of King^s Bench for the district of Quebec, and oC. 
the Court of King^s Bench for the district of Montreal, .ii| 
the said province of Lower Canada, praying to be inckided 
in the examination and dedsion of the said articles cf oonw 
plaint, together with a petition frcxa the said J<»iatb«^ 
Sewell, Esq. ; in which letter the siud Earl Bathurst reque^ 
that so much of the said complaints of the House of 
Assembly as relate to the rules of practice stated to have 
been introduced by the sud chief justices into their re^ 
spective courts, may be submitted to your Royal Highness in 
CouncU, in order that, if such rules shall be found to hwe 
been introduced, it may be dedded whether, in so doiog,^ 
the said chief justices have exceeded their «(uthority. 

^^ The Lords of the Committee, in obedience to your 
Royal Highnesses said order of reference, have taken ihr 


mi letter and itd indoBurai into cdnadaAtioo^ and: htnbg 
TCcdved the opiiiion of His Majesty^s Attorney and Solidtcnr 
Greneral, and been attended by them tfaereoO) and having 
maturely deliberated upon the oompliunu of the said House 
of Assembly, so Jbr da Aey relate to the eaid rulie of 
prtiitiee^ their lordships da i^p^e^ hnmUy to Mfxihrty as 
their ofnnion to your Royal Highness, that the roles 
iN^hidi are made the sabjeDt of sueh oomplatnta of the* sdid 
House of Assembly of Lbwer Canada, against the slad* 
chief jnslicei^ Jonathan Sewell, Esq., and James Monk^ 
Esq., iirhicb theb lorddups observe were not madebyibe 
sdid ehief justioes respectively » upon their oWn sole autb6-' 
rity, but by them, in eonjunctton with other judges of the' 
rbi^eetiire courts, are dUI' rules for die regtUattonlof the^ 
pttodee of their respeetii^ courts, and within the sok^ of 
that power and jurisdiotMHi with which, by the nides of law 
and' by }tbe coloidsi ordinances and acts of l^slation, these 
o&MA are invested ; and, consequently, that neither the' 
siud' chidT justices, nor the courts in 'whidi they preside, 
haV6, in making siieh rules, exceeded thor audwrity, nor 
have been guilty of )Bny assumption of le^lativerpower.'** 

<* His Royal H^ness the Prince Regent, having taken 
th^ said report into consideration, was pleased, in the name 
iMd on behalf of His Majesty, and by aind with the advice of 
fib Majesty ^s Privy Council, to approve thereof^ and to 
order, as it is hereby ordered, that the said ocMU^aints, so 
jfQIr M lAsy relate to Mf said rules ofpracHce, be, and they 
esse hereby, dismissed this board.^ 

(Signed) " J as. Bui:.i,sii. ■ 

(Signed) , " G. D." 

Whether these complaints were just or unjust, the House 
<^. Assembly, id our opinion, had a right to be heard ; and 
they, very properiy, fdt indignant at the manner in which 
tbrir comj^nts had been disposed of, and on the 14th 
flf February, 1S16, after a call of the House, referred tbb 
important subject to the conaderation of a special committee, 
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vjtth diiPecttoiiB to report thmr ofimkm on the taostexpedient 
nuumer of proceeding on the same. 

Resolutions of the Committee^ reported to the House 
on the 23rd ofFebrtiary, 1816. 

:^^ Besoived, as the opinion of this Committee, that the 
resistance and opposition of the Xie^islative Council, of uriiicii 
the said Jonathan Sew^ and James Monk were and are 
members, to the rights of the Commons of Lower Canada, 
to exhibit the said- charges, and the obstruetions subset 
qnently mterposed to the prosecution of them, prevented 
this House from being represented by an agent to maintain 
and support the charges. 

*^ Resolved, as the opinicm of this Committee, diat diin 
House has always been, andi is desirous of an'c^ypoctumty 
6f being heard on the- said charges^ and of supporting' tbeal 
by evidence, and bath reason to lament that no ^fich oppor^ 
tunily hath hitherto been offered to them. 

^< Resolved, as the opinion o£ this Committee, Aat a 
humble representation and petition, on the behidf of the 
Commcms of this province, td His Royal H^hness the 
Prince Regent, be prepared, appealing to the justice of 
His Majesty^s Government, and praying that an opportunity 
may be afforded to His Majesty^s dutiful Commons of thb 
province to be heard upon and maintain the said charges.^ 

This determination of the House, apparently, caused 
the dissolution of Parliament, for Sir Gordon Dummond, in 
his speech, expressed, his regret that they should have aL 
lowed any consideration to overbear the respect due to the 
decision of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent; and an- 
nounced his determination to prorogue the present Parlia- 
ment, and recur to the sense of the people, by an immediate 
dissolution*. 

If these accusations were true and important in 1815, it 
may easily be supposed that they were equally true and 

* Christie's Memoir*. 
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equally important m the year 1817. in die eyeg of the 
Assembly^ however, such appears not to have been the tact* 
On a sudden, in a manner totally inexplicable, they aban- 
doned the subject, and gave rise to suspicions in the minds 
ci the people, which their conduct indeed seemed but too 
much to justify. This conduct has compromised the ffignity 
ef the Mettibers, both in the eyes of the people and the 
Government, and being one of the most extraordinary, as 
well as important events in the history of the House, de« 
serves to- be minutely rooorded. It has been attributed) 
though I hcpe incorrectly, to interested views on the part of 
the t Speaker of the Lower House, who, in suBtaimug the 
accusations of the Commons against the Speaker of the 
Legislative Council, <ilsked the loss of a salary of ^.1000 
per annam, which the House had voted to hinl, andwhich the 
Governor agreed to sanction, provided the same sum was 
voted to the Speaker of the Legishitive Council. This the 
House could not refuse, unless die Speaker of the Lower 
House had been determined to sacrifice his private interest, 
and had requested tlie House to be/firm in their deterraina* 
tbn on .a subject in whidi thdr. own. honour and the wdfare 
e£ the country were concerned. Unfortunately the Speaker, 
Mr. Papineau, took an entirely different view of the subject, 
giving the House to understand that, after the decisicm of 
the IHrivy Council in England, and the approbation of this 
deci^on by the Prince Regent, it was dangerous to push 
natters further ; that any further proceedings would cause 
a dissolution ; and that, in the critical situation in which the 
House stood, witii respect to the Legislative Council, it 
would be wise to remit the question to another session. This 
eventually proved to be no other than a subterfuge, by 
which tbe House escaped entirely all further discusoon of 
ibe matter. It is just taremaj^k^ however, that, with this 
except^, the whole conduct of the Speaker, in his long 
pohtkal life, has . lyeea abovereproach^i and such as to merit 
the> Appfobaloon 4in4 entive 4»nfidenc6 of his countrymen 
-^this ^pproba^n tand confidence h^- has not only merited^ 
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Init dbtaiiMd, aad he sdll' fills the imporUnt oflke of S]ie8ker 
of the House of Assanbly. That he yielded on Ihb 
ooeaflioD, we, not being acquainted widi his politicadT views, 
must lament as one of the weaknesses <^ human nature. He 
was not alone, however, if reports are correct, in succumbing 
to temptation. The abandonment of the question was aho 
partly attributed to promises made to some of the prindpid 
Mendbers, on the part of the Grovemor, of certain important 
and lucrative places, such as judgeships, colondships, and 
what not. These promises, as it happened^ he could not 
fiitfi}, inasmuch as he soon after fidi ill, and was obl^ed tb 
leave the province abruptly. The independent and honour- 
able conduct of one member, cf Briihh wigmy namdy, of 
Mr. James Stuart, a man of genius and superior tatoit^' 
deserves to be mentioned. He supported till the last mo-« 
ment the right of the House to carry its complaints to the 
foot of the throne, and declared that they ought to pass a 
resolution, that they were determined to be hemfd befbM 
they would submit. This remarkable steadiness and detefi 
miriation on his part have been attributed to his hatred of 
die Chief Justice ; we*hope, however (as we cannot- juc^ 
of bis private feelings), that far more honourable modvcsil 
were acting upon him ; and it is to be regretted, fol* the 
honour of those who- had promised to support him, that 
Aey should, in so ciitieal a moment, have suddtoly abni^ 
doned his cause, and thus exposed themsdves to scfverlS 
and disagreeable reflecdons, and induced their former friend 
and colleague to take a resolution never i^n to act iii 
injunction with them ; to which resolution he has steadfast 
adUiered. To me, it has always appeared highly impio|)a* iGf 
isonfound and mix together the private quarrel of Mi*. Stuait 
and the Chief Justice with the public conduct of the fonn^ 
in' the political afiair of whieh we are noi^ speaking; «fl|A 
I must frankly avow, that the manner in which the ofipoiM 
party gained thair majMty, irfker the energetic apoedi'iii^hifilr 
Mn Stuart pfonouneed on the occasion, and iheirransiiM^ 
aa^guments he addudkl, has been to me^ itook Aat tiaia4» 
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^e preiait, «i inexplicaUe spygtary. I myaelf w^ presoal 
at^e debate^ and I speak according to my own feelings at 
tha aiotBent» and I belieTe of all those v^o bave taken the 
Imuble to leflect carefully on the matter, when I say» thai 
the decision of the House was as extraordinary as ill* 
advisqdy and that tbi^ same decision has contributed^ ever 
since that .qpoch, matorially to diminish the influence d 
the pc^ular branch of the constitutioQ with the Imperiid 
IsrOTecniaent^ 

. Although the accusal&ons against the Chief Justice were 
i^Nmdooedy another judge of the Eioig^s Bench waa, some 
time after, impeached for "divers crimes and misdemerniours 
wmmitted in hia officii capacity.'" This impeachment was^ 
9l the deare of the AssemUy, transmitted to .the , Frisco 
SL^gent by the Governor, and the judge was suspended 
fipom the exercise > of his judicial functions, Let it be 
^marked that the same judge was permitted to resume hia 
duties during the admimstratio& of the Duke of Richmond, 
no trial having<taken place-^no method having been adopted 
^ prove the accusations of the AssemUy ill founded. Be- 
tuvaing to the order of time, which we have hitherto pur-* 
suedy it may here be pr<^per to state some further ciieum- 
stanoea connected with this important question. 
- The disputes, respecting the power of the House of 
Aa#embly to lay their oompliunts i^nst various officers 
b^bilp His Majesty widiout the concurrence g£ the Lei^sla*- 
live -Council) having been con;m)unicated to His Royal 
HigM^ess Um Prinee Regent, his Royal Highness decided 
that every case of impeachment by the Commons should 
be -left to. the cUscretixm of the Legislative Coundl, and 
sheuM be judged by them. It is to be regretted that the 
ipatiii^tioiiff received by His£x(9ellency Sir John Sherbrooke, 
i|^n this subject, haye- never been suffident to induce the 
li^fliative Coundl to act upon them ; they, the Couocnl» 
dllH^kunng that no sufficient explanation was given respecting 
dMI mode' to be pursued, inasmuch as it was not determined 
whether the Gouncnl was to take the impeadim^ta iiito 
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rnnnMirrntinny in virtue of a special ooniiiiisflmi mned fdr 
tbevpurpo^; or whether it was t6 exercisia tfais.pd\ik^ as 
bebngiiig to the Upper Htyuse^ in aocordiiAce with itsaaalog^ 
to the House of Lords. The idea oi so great a'pxvilege eM 
the latter course implied quiekly produced a cHasge df 
opinion ia the Legislative Council upon the nature ofriin). 
peachmentS) and the rights qfihe Commons^ and, m spite of 
the opposition hitherto maintained, ibey' now determined io 
support the opinion they had formerly decried. A^imsan^ 
derstanding now arose between theGovevnOT.and the Coun- 
cil, the latter declatring that the conduct .of His BscceUency^, 
in not imoiediately coinciding %itfa their views, was a direct 
attack upon the privileges of the. Legislative Council. The 
other p^ty, however, in the measure as decsded by tha 
Council, seeing only the establishment of an mstkicraey^ 
supported the Governor; and asserted that an Act of the 
Imperial Legislature was required to confer'such a privilege 
upon the Le^slative Council. The Governor, in the Baean 
^time, wrote to England for instructions as to the mod^ he 
was to pursue.' Unfortunately, however, illness oUigad him 
to leave the country befcnre any answer could be returned; 
and the matter remamed in the same unsettled siale as 
before. 

During the administration of the Duke of HiohmondytiSie 
Le^slative Council passed a resoluticm to the effect, tfadt 
the House of Assembly possessed not the right to impeoA 
without the concurrence ci them, the lieg^lative CouaeiL 
The Assembly immediately came to the following nm- 
lution : — 

*^ That the claims of the Legislative <?ouncil, touching 
the complaints brought by the Assembly, were • not foundei} 
on the constitutional law, or any analogy thereto; that 
they tended to prevent offenders out of the reach of the 
ordinary tribunals of the country from being brought to 
justice; and to maintain, perpetuate, and encourage, an 
arbitrary, illegal, tyrannical, and oppressive power over the 
people." 
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If die reader ifill lecallto ids reioeUtedoni the statebwots 
we have made cefi^ieetiDg the fbhnatioa of die JBxeciitivfl'aild 
Legislative Caancils^ he will perceiTe the came. of thejdelbcri 
minatioD, on the one hand, of the Legislative Council to 
deem all aceusations illegal in. which they were pennitted.'<b 
bear no. part; and of the determinallDns of die Commons^ cm 
the other, to ingist upon the right of being the aocusero-of 
great offisnders without need of any.cdncurrenoe. wbalooeTen 
The great offenders must, ahnost of neeessitj, be rither 
members of theJ&xeeutive and Le^sladye Oouncils, or indi- 
matety. allied to them. They have, among themselves, a 
brotherly love^ ; an affection begotten by a similarity* of 
Miterests. One councillor, therefinre, naturally stands by 
and supports another ; need we hope that they will expose 
a brodier> failings, more^ especially when the secret whisper 
of conscience* teQff them that their brother'^s failings are com& 
mon to themselves ? The Commons wisely determined to 
insist upon calling these offending coundllcav to justice, 
without the assislanoe of their fellow offenders. Seeing th^^ 
jtitdoe of this determinatioti, it is the more to: bet lamented 
duit the Hotise ever wavered in its course^^-ever permitted a 
mispicibn of iateres()ed views to lower diem in the eddmadte 
of their countrymen. iSucoeecying parliaments have pattfy 
dbced this stain ; they have strenuously r&dnsisted on their 
right; and have consequently called forth the^never^failing 
ojqposidon of the L^slative Council; ' The 'misundep- 
atandkig between the two branches d the Legishiture has 
gone on increasing, in exact proportionwith. tfaeinereasing 
ileterminadon of die House of Assembly to invesdgaite th^ 
eondttct of the puTblic officers, the Council thus showing diat 
)ptivttte pecuniary interest is the cause of th^r anger ; that 
liieir patriodsm is but a screen, imder which they dhelter 
their selfish schemes of individual aggrandizement 
' Under the administifation of Sir John Sherbrooke, another 

* " La force de Tamiti^, dit Helvetius, est toujours proportion6e au besoin 
que les hommes ont les uns des autres." — De V Esprit, Dis. III., chap, xiv., 
p. 327. 
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equally important question, as regarded the goveroniettt of 
' bt the country, was finally adjusted. The House of Assembler 
had bflfeted, for many years, to defray the expenses of their 
own government, but their offers had, hitherto, bc^n dis- 
dainfully rejected ; and, in truth, during the administratiofi 
of ^r James Criaig, in the year 1810, the ofiers of the Homie 
'had been deemed almost bigh treason, and were followed l^ 
an iitimediate dissolution of Parliament. The reason of thiU 
apparently extraordinary feeling on the part of the Govern- 
fneht, is, upon reflection^ suiBciently obvious : so long as the 
[Executive was responsible to the authorities in England for 
the public expenditure, their responsibility was a shadow; 
but the moment that a body of men were on the spot, a]p^ 
pointed to superintend the public expenses, and naturally 
jealous respecting the method in which their money and that 
of the people was used, the responsibility of those entru$te4 
with its immediate management became real, and exceed<- 
ingly distressing to men who had long indulged in un- 
^licensed extravagance : strenuous, consequently, were the 
endeavours of the Executive Council to reject the dangenmi 
advances of the AssemUy ; at length, however, they w&te 
oUiged to yield, and submit themselves to the pain of inspec- 
tion. The Governor, Sir John Sherbrooke, accepted tha 
offers of the House, and > the civil expenditure was thua 
brought under the control of the country. The joy of the 
people can easily be conceived, when they learned, that th^ 
Governor had yielded to the wishes of their representallive% 
and that now an e£Bi<aent check was at last estaUidied over 
the ulers of the country. The people were aware, that what- 
ever difficulties this defraying of their own expenses might en:' 
tail upon them — whatever immediate troubles it niight fx^ffyii 
yet that, in the course c^ time, it must necessarily en^Hce 
complete obedience from the most refractory of their servant^ 
The price was not deemed by them too high for so valuable 
a privilege. The reader is left to judge, rei^)ecting the^ 
intentions of those who had so long and so strenuoariy 
opposed themselves to its salutary exercise. 
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iSir John Sherbrooke had hitherto^ by th^ njOTability %i£ fap 
manners, and his upright' conduct, preserved bia pqpw^aote 
ainbng the people ; and, from the authority which his sktui^ 
tion conferred, was enabled to maintain some influence. oic^^ 
the Executive Council. The time, however, was fasLajih 
proaching when this neutrality (^ the 6overiu)r could, Qp 
longer exist :' one party or the other would, o^neceaeity^diecyvi 
him their friend or their foe, as, day by day, new questipna 
were arising, in whicli it was requi^te for him to. take..a 
decided part. In this critical moment the Goyemorfe^ 
aliarmingly ill, and was obliged^ eyentuaily, to.leayi^^ei^;*^ 
vince; he. thus, till the end of, his administratipn^ ^^^iiil 
favour with both parties; no governor, before or since. faia 
time^ has been equally fortunate*. , . , ; 

^ ^ Thai he assumed the government of Lower Canada 
(says an author I have already quoted), when the nicest 
management was required to heal the divisions which resent 

k> < 

" '* For the purpose of conveying a conception of the opimo;i which Sir John 
iBberinrookie had fbrxncd of those hy whom he was daily surroonded, and wliose 
dul^it wasyby their advice, to direct his condiu^ I will relate ato aftecdote, whkll 
will serve instead of volumes. This opiaion waa communicated to me, fi^ a co^- 
versation which I had the honour to hold with him at the Ch&teau St Louis, at ot^ 
of 'the balls given there by the Governor. After the ordinary salutations, we 
•Uttered intoeonversation ; jdiese salutations were by nomeans expected, inasmuch 
its he only knew me indirectly ; and as I waa neither lieutenantocolonel, not com- 
missary-general, nor «hief justice, nor attomey-genoral, nor even member 9I 
the Provincial Parliament, but one of that plain and honest cla^s of citizens whq 
afe to be seen at public parties only, congregated in an obscure comer of the 
lldl'toom, Gt who may be found at one end of the supper table, endeavouring 
to drown their mortifications in wine, sometimes good, but oft-times indifi'* 
ferent / In spite of my insignificance, however, the Governor .addrisabd« jm^ 
and asked me various questions, upon various subjects ; but moreparticu^rly 
respecting tie Canadien, a newspaper, of which I was incorrectly believed to 
be one of the pru^eturs* I gave such information as I bought,' at that' tim'^,** 
correct to these dif^rent qHestil>ning8, when, all at once, the Governor flai<^ 
a prc^poa of what I cannot.recollect at this moment:-^" ^^Hxy, air, if I hfiliisEVClt- 
iji that is said to me, I should not, believe that there is. an honest nlui in 
doebec." This observation struck me so forcibly, that I am glad to be able 
t%M[09ce it as a fact, to show to what lengths diings had been pushed under* 
his administration, and to mark how- diiB^eult it must be fiir an kone^ wan t» 
maintain a good understanding with parties in such a state of hostility. 

r 
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events ware on the point of prodiidhgy will be as readily 
admitted,. as diat the prudence of his measures conciliated 
dMfie di£Peiences whidi might have invdv^ his adminis^ 
tMtioO) fixAi the be^nning, in the most unpleasant alteiv 
catioiis. Fronoplzd by the best of principles, and superior 
t» the local prgudiees which too frequently pnedominate in 
colonial politics, he gave a free scope to the legislature of the 
pfovince, and imparted to it a new and more liberal duu 
meter dian it had hitherto possessed* Those pretensions, 
winch a few years before had erabroifed the Executive with 
the Assembly, were now gmtuitously yielded to the latter ; 
and the constitution of the colony made more progress in the 
acquisition of solid advantages during this adnunistratioa 
than it had previously gained since its establishmei^. That 
trifling errors may have been occasionally committed, it is but 
natural to suppose ; but there are none which, upon a proper 
lemonstrance, lie would not readily have repaired, and which 
are not compensated by a multitude of virtuous actions*.^^ 

He quitted the province, according to some, really iQ; 
others, however, have asserted his malady to have been 
Signed : upon this subject we can give no opinion* He was 
regretted by all parties; and before his embarkation for 
England, which took place on the 12th of August, 1818, he 
received the most flattering addresses from the citizens of 
Quebec, Montreal, smd Three Bivers, and fixmi all the 
members of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 

The Duke of Richmond succeeded ; and it is not remark- 
able^ considering the circumstances under which he arrived, 
Uiat he was far from bcang so popular as his predecess(»r,. 
who would, as we have already stated, have had great dif- 
fieulty in mtdntaining, for another session, the favour of both 
parties. Nothing, however, very particular happened in the 
session of I8I99 except the discussion respecting the apprp^ 
{sriation of the public money to the expenses of the civil 
government. The Executive required that the money for 


this purpi>6e should be vbted in bloc, that i$, in one sUiii ; 
and that the divi^cm of that sum, among the various (^Seer«' 
of die governctient, should be left entirely at its own (I. e. the 
Executive's) disposal. The House objected to this method, 
and claimed the right of voting the sums required bj Obtm^ 
tfcat is, giving, according to the discretion of the House, the 
remuneration whieh each individual officer was to receive. 
Although this may not be done in England to the same ex- 
tent to which they were desirous of proceeding, stiH (they said) 
the difference existing between their situation with respeet to 
the -Government, and that of the House of Commons with 
respect to the Minist«*6, rendered such a deviation from tlie 
English practice absolutely necessary. The ministers in Eng*. 
land were re$ponsible to the House <rf Commons ; the persons- 
enti^usted with the management of the Canadian Oovemnftent * 
were, in reality, responsible to no one, and not even in name 
responsible to the House of Assembly ; the only meitns, tbeie- 
fore, in the poirer of the House, of oontroUing thesd irreqx)n- 
sible officers, was, to preserve an immediate ccmtrd over their 
salaries. They, consequently, decided upon voting the public 
money by items. This conduct was judged unooastitutiooal by 
the Legislative Council, and a most -liberal Bill, passed in the 
Lower House, was thrown out in the Upper ; the pretext being, 
that the Assembly was endeavouring, by this proceeding, to in- 
fringe upon the prerogatives of the crown. No great acumen 
is required fully to appreciate their lively int^est in the Royal 
prerogatives. 

The <3tovemor was now obliged to pay tiie ctvil offioers of 
Glovernment, without assistance from the Assenddy ; and 
tiius began the troubles, respecting the public exipefidituT^ 
wbieh have existed unto €he present moment. Tiie House 
of AssemMy has stoutly adhered to its first determinalion ; 
tile Legislative Council, goaded on by private intensf^ bas: 
hitherto as stoutly resided the attempta of die AcacanUif: 
to attain an eiBeient control over tha appiopruU^pn of tk^. 
poblc money. Theap^ch of the Iproreinor^ ait U>e puorpga* 
tion of the Parliament, was not of a dMoriptiim to raocmoila. 
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the contending parties : the high idea that had been formed 
respecting the Duke of Richmond; the experience that he 
was supposed to have acquired in his government of Ireland, 
would. certainly have led one to expect a very different 
production at his h^inds. The evil effects of the measure 
were quickly seen : the favourable disposition of the House 
towards the Governor was at once .destroyed, and jealousy 
and suspicion took possession of the minds of the popular 
party. I insert the speech, for the purpose of allowing the 
reader to judge for himself. 

" I came to this province to take the government of His 
Majesty^s dominions in North America, with a sincere desire 
of carrying into practice the intentions and liberal views of 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent ; to promote, by 
every practical measure, their general prosperity ; to im{»rove 
their natural resources, and the individual happiness of His 
Majesty^s people. 

*^ A. reasonable hope and expectation was entertained by 
me, in accepting this command, that I should meet, in those 
pursuits, with the cheerful support of every well-informed 
person, who could appreciate in his own mind my motives 
in undertaking the charge. 

^^ With these impressions on my mind, and with full con- 
fidence in your zeal, your loyalty, and your local knowledge 
of the public and private interests of the country, I met 
you in your legislative duties, and have most patiently 
attended to your proceedings during a long session, which 
I am now to close by prorogation. You, Gentlemen of the 
Legislative Council^ have not disappointed my hopes ; and I 
bfi^ to return you my thanks for the 2eal/and alacrity you 
have shown in all that more immediately belongs to your body* 

*^ It is with much concern I feel myself compelled to my, 
that I cannot express to you^ Gentlemen of the Aseembbf^ 
the same . satisfaction, npr my approbation at the geneiiil 
result of your labours, at the expense of so much vdluaile 
time, and of the public principles upon which they rest^ as 
recorded in your journals. 
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You proceeded, upon the documents which I laid before 
you, to vote a part of the sum required for the expenses of the 
year 1819 ; but the Bill of Appropriation which you passed 
was founded on such principles, that it appears from the joiir- 
nals of the Upper House to have been most amstitutiofialhf 
rejected. His Majesty's Government has been thus left 
without the necessary supplies for supporting the civil admini- 
stration of the province for the ensuing year, notwithstanding 
the voluntary pledge given to His Majesty by the resolve of 
the House of the 13th of February, 1810." 
In another pttrt of the same address he says : — 
** I recommend particularly to your attention, as indi- 
viduals, the value of your constitution of government, which 
afFordsJthe most complete and ample protection and freedom 
of person and property that can possibly be desired, and is 
superior to every system of government enjoyed by any 
colony that has heretofore existed, your sister colony of 
Upper Canada excepted ; and, as branches of the Legis- 
lature, it is of the first importance that you should fully 
understand your constitutional rights*." 

Considered in its true point of view, the House of Assembly 
had every right to be discontented with this address, inasmuch 
as the House had taken what they deemed constitutional 
means for providing liberally for the public expenditure. 
It must be recollected that the two branches of the Legis- 
lature, known by the names of Legislative Council and 

• Thkis precisely was what the more instructed members of the Provincial 
Parliament had for many years been attempting ; and it is to this strong desire 
to understand their constitutional rights that we owe their honest and deter- 
mined opposition to the pretensions of the Legislative Council. They deem, 
ftoiA theevidence which their studies have afforded them, that those pretensions 
lure unconstitutional ; and that, certainly, they are prejudicial. The courage 
. and perseverance which this small number of well-intentioned and instructed 
men have manifested, in their struggle against every thing powerful in the 
'shape of opinion in the provhioe, deserves rather the unmingled admiration 
of the Imperial Government, than scorn or displeasure ; and the persons who 
rej^esent the English Government ought to judge for themselves, and not be 
hoodwinked by the interested partisans of a petty local despotism. 
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H<)us^ of Asteialbly are the<)retieid]y equab; the o{Hnioli of 
one body is equal in worth to the opnion of the other, in 
matters in whieh they haveeqoal concern; but, in others, 
there is a very different weight given to their authority. 
The fioatter peculiar to the Lower House is invariably 
idlowed to be^ the granting qf money ; and assuredly, if the 
<^iin6n of the Lower House be of weight in any matter^ 
it is in this. But in this it had- declared its opinion, which 
opinion the Legislative Coundl deemed unconstitutiond. 
If we consider the point equally concerning both branches, 
the declaration of the Lower House was equal in worth to 
the declaration of the Upper; if we consider the point 
peculiarly williin the province of the Lower Hou^, the 
dedlamtion of that House ought to have had greater weight 
with the Executive than that of the Council. Why then, 
let xne ask, did the Duke of Richmond believe, merely upon 
itkedicium of the Council, that the conduct of the Lower 
House had been unconstitutional ? If we look to the point 
in a.pracdcal light, let us ask who were most qualified, in 
point of intelligence, to give an opinion. Here I boldly appeal 
to any candid man respecting the matter. The leaders of 
the Commons are well known to be the most intelligent men 
in the country ; and, when compared with the members of 
the Le^lative Council, although men of great information 
are there to be found, no one, for an instant, can doubt oi 
the superiority of the popular leaders. If, again, we look to 
the interests of both parties, who will hesitate a moment in 
determining on which a sinister influence was acting? In 
what view should we look upon a servant in private life, 
who aimed at placing his wages at his own disposal, and 
fredng himself entirely from the control cS his ma*t«r? 
The servant who did this, we should call a knave; the 
master who permitted it, a fooL 

The Duke, as we have already stated, lost, by this m* 
prudent act, die whole of his former popularity, in sp4te of 
his hospitable conduct and high rank ; whicji rank had pre- 
viously induced the people to believe, that he would be 


above, and vould dospiae, all petty local intiigueB. Thejr 
nofr briievedhtm to be the defcoderflfariatratypo n w ; . ogg 
iviu} woidd» cilher thiDUgk indiiuitioii or igDarano^ favcniD 
tbe evil desigut of inlcresied oouaadlcHra. The I>«kc^ howt 
ereCf m^lit eirentiiaUy have changed hk opinioiit and Ua 
conduct, had he not, by an unexpected accident, been 
suddf oly husried to the grave* He died in Qoiiteqwnco of 
an attack of hydrophobia, produced by the Ute of a fox; 
vkh whkfa he had been playinip on board one of the sieana 
boats. . The prorinoe was grbved at hia inba|^ and 
painful end, but lamented not the Joss of hai sendees 

fnm the death of tike Duke of Ridimond to the anmral 
of Lord Balhoosie, in June 189D, little happened that was 
interesting^ or that had a tendeni^ to heal existbaig 
differences ; on the contrary, the ccmchict of the Executive 
served rather to augment the evik Mr. Justice Monk, 
hong the oldest member of the Cooneil^ at the death of 
the Diike of Richmond, assumed the chief place in the 
GoveniQKKil, and immediatdy delermioed,, without giving 
any reason for his conduct, md probably i«)t ba(¥iiig angr, 
toc^asolve the Parliament; Sir Peregrine Maitland did the 
came upon the death of our venerable King,. Gleorge.III*, 
If Inch happened ojqiortunely enou^ for die purposes of 
the Executive : the H(»ise having dosed its doors t^ 
eyetj eommunioatioo> declared itself incegsBqplete, and oon^ 
tequently incompetent, inasmw^ a» no Membei: had been 
retmned for the district of Gasp^; the following resolutifN» 
passed the Hoyse :< — 

*^ That the r^reseotation of the province being inconipletes 
no Member as yet having been returned for Gasp^, tb^ 
House, was incompetent, and oouU not proceed tp the 
dispateh of businesa'^ 

And thus L<Hrd Dalhousie, on his arrival in the country, 
found the minds of the peqple in a state oi high excitation, 
and little prepared to agree with the plan that he proposed, 
uiy>n meeting the Parliament, of making a permanent appro- 
priation of money for the expenses of the civil Government. 


fSf LCOtOt OALHOOSm] 

The . Lcg^ttliiiite: Gou&ei), - ho^ever^ ^ jpnmA the - followiog 
raM>lutum :---^^ That Ibe Lq^tsladTig CoiMieii wiH not |nriH 
eted uppB aay Bill of Apfnnpriatioii for tbe-dril- Hat irbich 
sIibII- contain specificaUcms therein bf cfaaipters .cir>iteiiwl; 
abr unless: the aaine shall be granted dttring the. life, of 
Hb Majesty. the Kii^.^ . r- . 

Upon the refusal of a permanent appropriation by die 
House, the BovterncHr had given them to uaderskuid that 
heivonld accept the required sums annually, passed by 
cbapters**^^ in place of items, as bad been proposed. The 
i«solution just mentioned, however, passed by the Coimcil, 
put an end to all hopes of this amicable mode of adjustnieBt. 
> Jtunas now perfectly evident that the ,end in view was io 
6btaiflr.moD£y> without being subject to .the control ef tbl^ 
Ocntmons. -> The Governor, not • having succeeded, idmag 
tke session of 182S, in obtaining a .giant during the King^s 
life, bethought 'himself of a new and ii^nious expedient 
tn answer the same end. He said, that. he had hitherta 
advanced the sums of money required to carry on the 
government, on his own responsibility, from the raiKtary 
cfcest; but that he could continue to do so no longer; he 
therefore requested the House to advance about <£.85^000 
^' for locsll establishmaits and objects of public charge^ 
which form no part of His Majesty^s dvil govermnent^ 
and are not connected with the administration of justke^^ 
Ordinarily, requests for money, to be apjdied to^looid. 
purposes, had been acc(»npanied by specific details and 
descriptions, respecting the end in view ; but, aocompanyht^ 
this extraordinary demand of the Governor, there was no 
explanation whatsoever. The House therefore suspe^tiiAg 
(and with reason) that this sum of money was to bd apfdied 
to other than the alleged purposes, refused to accede to 
the Govemor'^s request. All these tortuous methods of 
proceeding tended not to create a good understanding 

• By chapters, was meant classes of Expenditure, e. g. Administration m 
Justice, Collection of the Revenue, &c., &c. 
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betweto the GdwiiiM* dwA idw Hotisie ; aild the stK^pidonsidf 
the latter were mattilriaUy iftcreafi^ 1^ ^cbe open -anil wi* 
difiguiseit doaduct of the EflCdcotivB Cound^ ^wte book ganw 
the peo^e to mtdeiBeand, that tbey ponetsed'the eritiie 
CMviifideiice of His Excdkaicy) and led Ihou accotdiag^to their 
own desires : of this fact conyincing etideace was socol 
afforded* 

"• In His Excellency- s trst address to the Houses in the 
year 18^, he stated, ^^ that it dionld be his constant study 
to administer the government aeoording to the laws."" 
^ He now declared to the Parliament, that he intended to 
use ev^ry means he was able, and all the powers His Me^esbf 
hadi ooii£ded to him, to establish the wdl-being of 'His 
idlgesty^s subjeeb*; insinuating thereby, that hie intended 
tidf dispense, as much as pos^ble, with all co-operatiomfirom 
the House. He reproadied the Assembly ^' withhavini; 
withheld the necessary supplies ;^^ ao^ised them of evil 
'intentions ; and complimented the Legislative Coundl ^^ on 
their maintaining the true principles of the constitution.^ - < 
' The disputes which had arisen between Upper and Lower 
Canada, respecting the divisions of the revenue proceeding 
fkdm the Customs, came, happily for the Governor, in sup* 
port of the representations he transmitted to Ministers in 
England respecting the affairs of the province. Thecono 
fusion existing was represented to be so great, and, by ordi^ 
Hary methods, so completely irraoiediable, that nothing less 
than a change in the constitution was deemed sufficient to 
check the increasing evil; and, consequ^itly, a Bill was at 
this time (viz. the SOth of June, 1822) introduced into the 
House of Commons in England, for the purpose of uniting^ 
under one Legislature, the provinces of Upper and Lower 


• It is difficult to discover what was the precise meaning of these terms, as 
used by His Excellency ; if, to express unbounded contempt for a people, to 
endeavour to degrade and oppress them, be to provide for their well-being. 
His Excellency was marvellously suocessfuL 
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Coaadft*. Of.thia Bill no notice had be^ givta u> U^ 
people pf the pr<]iviiMie; their qpuii<mB were iber^bicf, ir« 
fuppoae, considered as of no in^rtatice in & mfttter^ nevert 
ihelets, intiniately aonneoted ^th their own wdfiu«. 

In the month of July fcdlowing^ positive information on 
the matter . was received in Canada ; and, by the fortunate 
opposition of Sir James Mackintosh, Mr. Labouchere^ and 
Mr. Hume, time was ^ven to the people to infonn the 
Imperial Parliament of their exceeding repugnance to the 
measuriD, Sir James Mackintosh and Mr. Hume took oty 
c$mm to express their decided opposition to passing an Act 
of so xmydk importance to the colony, without information as 
to the opinions of the peqple at large respecting ic^ and thejr 
happily succeeded in persuading the Mimstry to defcar the 
passing of the Bill till the next session ci Parliameot. The 
whole cokHiy almost, €n maase^ petitioned against ^e mea« 
8U£e, and the Bill was eventually abandoned. 

No measure has yet been contemplated wbida has created 
the same d^ree of int^est amoi^ the Canadian people, 
as was produced by that of the intended union c^ the two 
pcovinces, under one Adnnniatration and om Farliamfot 
For the iirst. time were seen in the province, puUic meetm^. 
of the people in every part of the country, as practised 
in England upon matters interesting the various portions 
of the population. In Upp^ Canada the swne meetings 
took place; and the lesult was, that axi immense majority in 
both provinces^ bi^ more particularly in Lower Canada, 
declared against the proposed union* It was by tliem repre* 
seated to His Majesty, that the project was diametidcally 
opposed to the wishes of his sukgects^ the interesta fsi the 
country, and to the nahiteKanoe of the good understanding 
which had hitherto existed between the inhabitants of the 
two provinces, which last representation, doubtless, appeared 


* Tins measure wm supported here by Mr. EHicc, acting^lcar ibe U«iflD«t» 
in Canada, and Mr. Wilmot Horton, wbo intircMbieed tbe Wik 
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cxtntordiiMny, seeing 'that the projected union was fonaded 
upon the complunts which Upper Canada had made respeefe* 
ing the division of the revenue. 

It is probable, that the persons who were desinms of 
carrying this project ot the union into effect would have 
succeeded, had not the Attorney-General of Upper Canada; 
and the person whom that province had deputed to support 
th^ complaints respecting the revenue, believed it their 
duty to explain openly to the Ministers the real consequences 
of this impolitic measure. These gentlemen well knew thai 
the complaints of Upper Canada, respecting the particular 
object of a part of their revenue, was not the real reason for 
the proposed union ; they knew, and so did every man iii 
Canada, that the object of those who gave birth to the pro** 
ject was, to destroy the political influence of the French 
Canadians ; to overturn their laws, their religion, and their 
language ; and to make the people quickly forget, by a lapse 
of years, that they ever had been French Canadians. If 
anyone will take the trouble to inspect, and reflect upon the 
chfierent clauses of the Bill of Union*, these observations will 
be found perfectly correct ; and. it will also be seen that it 
was impossible for a people, attached to their various usages, 
laws, language, and religion, to contemplate with indifference 
or patience so vital a change. When this project was first 
communicated to me, I was, upon the whole, rather its ad* 
vocate, and I remember havmg signed an address in accord^ 
ance with that opinion ; but the moment we heard the warm 
partisans of a union far different from that originally pro* 
posed, and which I had favoured, cry loudly and steadily, 
that it was requisite to strike at the root ; that English in- 
terests (meaning, not the interests of England, but certain 
persons in the colony who usually speak English) must be 
made dommant ; that there was but one way of ^destroying 
the power of the French Canadians, which was, for the 
English party to return an equal proportion of representar 

* See Appendix, No. IX. 
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tives to the Assembl j ; to augment the qualifications of a 
member; to make the representatives come to a great dis- 
tance from their homes, and thus neglect their private afiairs; 
so that the rich only could possibly afibrd to be representa- 
tives: when I heard these assertions, and others equally just, 
I repented of my former opinion, and opposed the union 
with the same openness that I had fcvmerly supported it : 
and I did this, not on account of hatred or jealousy of 
England, but from a sincere desire to forward the interests of 
my country, which interests are not incompatible with those 
of the mother country, but which, unfortunately, are too 
oftCTi stated to be so ; and thus that hatred of every thing 
Eip^liA, which, in words, is deprecated by the self-styled 
English party, is, in fact, generated solely by their selfish 
and iU-^vised proceedings. 

It is constantly objected to the Canadians, as a crime, that 
they are attached to every thing which is French ; that they 
have preserved, under an English government, all their 
ancient prejudices, their customs, and their language ; that 
in fact they are, at the present moment, as much a French 
people as at the time of the conquest. This, say some idle 
talkers, is unpardonable, after the protection and encou- 
ragement which England has afforded you. We suppose it 
will be universally allowed, that the object of England^ in 
afibrding this protection and encourageinent, was to increase 
the happiness of the Canadian people; we suppose, also^ 
that no one will deny, that a people is always unhappy when 
Jbrced to leave one set of manners and to follow another* ; 
that the only mode compatible with the happiness of the 
people, is to instruct them in the benefits of one class of 
manners and the evils of another ; to show that virtue, and 
general and individual welfare and. ease, are forwarded by 
one, and retarded and destroyed by the other. It will also 

* " C'est la folie des con^u^rans de vouloir doiiner t tous les peuples leuM 
lois et leurs coutumes : cela n'est bon k rien ; car, dans toute sorte de gou- 
vernement^ on est capable d'ob^ir.'! — Montesquieu, Grantkur et Decadence 
det Ronudns, cap. vL, p. 83. 


LOED DALH0U8IE; Vf 

be allowed, we believe, that any body of tet^cbers, or ad- 
vocates of a certain class of manners and usages, if they 
wish to obtain an influence over those to be taught, must, 
in their own proper persons, place before their pupils an 
elscample of the virtues which they pretend to teach. These 
things being allowed, we ask why the Canadian peopte 
should be blamed for adhering to old feeHngs and old 
opinions, when no piuns have been taken to teach them 
better ? When the persons professing to be conversant with 
a higher degree of cultivation, and a higher standard of 
morality, are coarse and haughty in their behaviour, unscru- 
pulous and grovelling in their plans of individual aggrandize, 
ment? When, in place of mild persuaders of the truth, they 
lEffe but loud and infatuated partisans of early habits, who, 
instead of wdghing an observance by its intrinsic worth, try it 
only by its resemblance to tb^ own observances ; who them- 
telves bdng incapable of self-governance, yet set themselves 
up as the teachers of others? Surely we are not to be 
blamed for not following the blind — ^for not eDdeavouring 
to imitate those whom we should blui^ to resemble. 

One word as to the feelings of the Canadian people r6- 
^cting Government. Under the French dominion, they 
%ere political ciphers ; the oflScers of the King ruled, the 
"people obeyed. When England took possession of the 
tountry, a new set of feelings was introduced. In England, 
it was said, the great body of the people are represented ; 
they pay the expenses of their own government, determining 
what shall be disbursed, and how it shall be disbursed. By 
the control over the public purse, the people have possessed 
themselves of the real government of their country* — ^have 
beaten down the old feudal tyraimy, and erected a liberal 
IpDvemment in its stead. The Canadian people listened to 
these discourses, and sighed after a similar power; that 
power was given: a constitution like that of England 

* This is the language of every English constitutional writer. See 
Blackstone, Hume, HallaiOi &c. 


was ^uieneA on them, and in a few years (id thoroughly 
had Englkh feeUngs been engrafted upon their former 
habits) the peqple claimed, and have at length obtained, a 
eomplete control over the public purse. Here we see a wise 
method dT teaching— here we see its benefidal effects. English 
feelings are not here scouted: we are all Englidi cm tbifl 
point The truth, however, is, that we have been taught 
by En^sh books, and not by the repres^tatives of England, 
s«it to us in the shape of rulers. If we were to judge d 
the satisfaction likely to be felt by those who now styl«f 
themselves English, par €XceUene€^ in our future progress 
towards English habits, by that which they feel by oitif 
complete change in this one particular, we should be apt td 
believe that no sincere desire exists of creating any alteration. 
Our English proceedings on the subject of mcfoej have given 
no pleasure to these gendem^i : and if we must state our 
honest opinion, we will frankly own, that we believe they 
had rather that our Eng^bh tendencies had been eflVctually 
ijiecked ; and that, with all their afected hatred to French 
feelings, they sincerely desire that we should possess all the 
yielding pliability which formerly characterized the subjects 
of the grmid mcmarque. 

We return, however, to our historyj from which the sub^ 
ject of the Union has induced us somewhat to depart. 

His Excellency the Govemor-*in-Chief, being supported 
by the Treasury in England, continued to defray the ex. 
penses of the civil government, upon his own authority) 
without the concurrence of die Asseoibty. 

'^ During the whole of the difficulties, since 1819$ op to 
the 1st of November, 18£S, inclusive, the entire expenses <tf 
the civil administration of the government were pi^ under 
the authority of the Govemor'^s warrants, with the con- 
currence of the Executive Council^ with very little (if any) 
regard to the votes of the Assembly ; genemUy, accovding 
to the estimates sent down (excepting, perhaps, that of 
1619), and, in some instances, with the addition of new 
salaries and increased expenses. Notwithstanding the 60- 
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teroor^B exprefls dedamdon, in Ids message of tbe 6th of 
February, 182^ and his speech firatn the thcooeatthe close 
of that sGsaioib) new salaries and expenses ate slated ta have 
been allowed and paid, while appropriations, expressly made 
by an Act of the Provincial Parliament, remained impaid. 
Since the faal&year due on the 1st cxf May last^ the gentle- 
men irho hold commissbns under the crown in this provinoe^ 
but ^ form no part of His Majesty^s civil govemraent, or cf 
the administniion of jnsdoe therein,^ as well as oilier neoes^ 
sary expenses of His Majesty^s civil government in the 
colony, have remained unpaid ; while the mcHiey appro- 
priated by law generally, for the support of the civil goven^ 
meat and tbe administration of justice, has been dividid 
among such of the public officers as the Groveilior and 
Council have thought fit, in payment of timr entire salaries ; 
the Governor and Council, and their connexions, partaking 
of a largn proportion of the whale amount; the Lieiitenantr 
Giovemor ezdnsive, which was granted by Act of tbe Xiegia* 
lature in 18^, during his residence in the province*.^ 

But affidrs could not remain in this aitnation; and, in 
18S4, the Govemmr communicated cSkially to the House, 
the fact (of which he had long been cogmaant), that there 
was no more money in the coffers of the Beodver*General ; 
and that this officer was a de£sulter, in theaum^^.lOO,OOQ 
aterlingf ; and, for the first time since the estiAhshment of 


* PbumckU JmimkieBy ftc., p. 15. 

f " Accoidiug to the Report of the Committe, to whom were referred the 
public accounts for the year 1827, on the message of the present Governor, 
Sir James Kempt, the 24th of December, 1828, the defalcation of the Receiver- 
Cbenend was known to the Oovemor, Lord Dalhousie, in the yetf 1828, iitf 
Mmch or April, to be £,96,117* IJU. 0^^ ttcrling, equal to one yoar'a net^ 
flBYeaue of the province. Nothing was paid by Mr. Caldwell, the Eeceiver- 
General, save £A000, while revenues of estates to the amount of £.10,000 
were left in his possession ; the Lords of the Treasury not admitingthat the 
pravinoe had a right to require of the BrhSsh^Govemmenttxympensation. This 
WINS by meMigQ, daiied Tre$saxf Cliambers, October 30, 192<^ By thaft 
lefutal, the committee was of opinion, that this, and all public Acts, should 
be left to the legislative authority of the colony ; that the House should have 
nothing more to do with the Treasury, but should make an appeal to the Im- 
perial Parliament, for the sakl recovery."<^Q»e&0e Gazette. 
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{riie'<Miii8dtati0a) the ReeeiveiiGheiierai Wns oompeDed tdii^ 
Ins'aeeoUDts before the AssemUy. ' . . ..i i 

' • ** It is undejTstood*, that Sir J. Sherbrooke, abortly after Hh 
Assuming the govemtnent of the province, represented to'Hiis 
.Majesty^fl principal Secretary of State for the Gotonies^'that 
the pnmncial accounts were hi an unsatisfactory state. ¥be 
Goremors of Canada have al way s^een particularly charg^; 
by : their comtnisGoons and instructions, to watch over the rel 
<3eipts and expenditure of the province, and tmnsinit r^uUt 
accounts thereof. The practice had been, to have the acs- 
tsoiMMs examined, cheeked, and reported on, by the Executive 
Council; they were then sent' home, for the final audit at 
^he Treasury. So long as only the monies received uttdef 
iift^ml Acts, and from the military chest, were to be ad** 
cobTYted for, the business was simple; but 'when money caniS 
in also from duties under Colonial Aets^ and payments were 
lAade under the authority of colonial laws, it became )aiote 
complicated. A scale of civil expenditure waff formetiy^ 
taUished by the Treasury, but it was'increased in the colony,' 
sometimes upon the authority of letters from the Coloiiial 
Department ; sometimes by colonial Acts ; sometimes wiihi- 
out colonial Acts: so that the auditors of the Treasury 
could hardly know how to check the~accouAts transmitted by' 
the Gdvernors, as reported on by the Executive CouiiifiU*} 
' '^^ The Receiver-General kept only one account with tbe^ 
Treasury, viz. of receipts and of expenditures, under the 
Governor's warrants ; this he transmitted through the Go- 
vernor and Council, with copies of the warrants ; but it 
must have been difficult to judge of the legality of the pay-1 
msats ; the 81st of George III., cap. 31, section 47, positively 
enjoining that certain monies, should be applied for tta* 
public uses of the colony, in such manner ofily as ditedbiA*' 
by the colonial Legislature. As deficiencies of revenue were 
loag made up from the military chest, the Colonial AssemfaJ^ 
appetarsto have been remisist in the exeroise of hsduty ot' 
closely attending to die revenue and expenditure. The last ^ 

• Sketch ofJBusitu»»,&c,,]^ 26. 
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gni^tus given by the Treasury, .to the Jate 
is to the 10th of October, 1814 ; when, it i» to be 8UppoMl» 
Ibat.the acoDuots of the reo^pts and expendUtuei "were 
fiimlly audited. Lord Bathurst, in answer to Sir John G. 
^herbrooke^s representation, signified His Migesty^s .ccfm* 
mands, that the expenditure should be i^ted by the Assembljr, 
and the accounts settled armuaUy. But, as >tbe obje^liGns 
taken:in the Legislative Council (first to the moile oC appro- 
pmtion, and afterwards, to the duration of the grant) were 
followed by the rejection of the Bills sent -up by the- 4^^ 
seqi^ly, excepting those of 18SS and 1836, the accounts^ 
^hsequently to the year 1818, still remain in an unsettled 
state, 'How the Beceiver^General can bo 2^^% -quieted 
|Mt the Treasury, in su/ch a state of things, seeni& t^be-pi 
matter of difficulty. Several attempts to facilitate the s^tlor 
mea^ of accounts of advances made under executive aui> 
thoraty, and for a general settlement of the past accounts} 
have been made : a Bill for the first purpose was: passed by 
tbe^ Assembly )n 1804, but fmled in the douneil ; at the last 
and previous session, the appointment of ccmamissioners for 
sfilfaig the public accounts was proposed, and failed in the 
Assembly. Bills o# kdenmity pass^ the Assembly in 18fi8». 
for ibte f(MB llHd, 1890, 1821, and 1882 ; but they Med 
in%h0Gcfan^. The mode pmnted out by Lord Bathorst^' 
W0lald certainly keep the accounts of the revenue afid ex- 
peiiditttfie in a state satisfactory to all concerned in the colony, 
aad^ender the business, at the final audit of these aceounts, 
and fiiettis of the Receiver-General at the Treasury, as their 
cfficer^ ittid according to law, a matter of ease and certainty; ^ 
'/^ The defalcation of the late Receiver*General was a conseu 
quence alwayi^ to be apprehended, when public accountantsare 
nbt.brotfgbt toi^^;dbir and strict settlen&ent at diort periods^ 
under the check of those who furnish the money. In the 
aeddunta transmitted to the Assembly last year (1823), by 
the £ieeciidve, the whole of diis defiidcaltion (^.96,1111^ 
18^ Oi(d. sterling) stands against the part of the revenue 
allowed to be at the disposal of the Legislature. It is well 
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known/ however, tiuit the late Reoeiver-General did not 

k^p «€{MKrate chests or accounts of his receipts «d exw 

penditures. The defalcatioQ, of course, was on the whole of 

his receipts. As the province had no hand in the appimitnieiit 

of the Receiver-General, and, in fact, was prevented fram eso- 

trdsif^ any control over tam, it addressed His Majesty, to 

die end that the Imperial Govemroent should make good 

the amount defident If the colonists were to lose diis 

ftmouHt, by an officer over whom they had no oonti<oi, it 

ought not, at least, to fall on any particular portioil of th^ 

receipts ; it ought to be borne equally by the whc^, XJpp^ 

Canada* as well as Lowier Canada. If the latter wieie to 

bear the wIk^ of it, it would, indeed, be in a aingidiar 

^uAtion. The Treasury would appoint' sudi pertoa as it 

ItHmght iHK>per, to receive mid pay over the re^vwoe m 

LawerOimada; he would also per£mn the bii6ioeea<if Upptr 

Canada ; and Lower Canada, besides payipg and «dva]|cibg 

the money, would run all the risk, and bear all the losses 

which might occur ; even any deficiency of money put mto 

his hands from the military chest^ 

' At the last sessioti the Assembly addressed the Lieutenant- 
fSrcyvfaroor^ tp know if a^y answer had been recdved Iq its 
iddress to His Migesty on this sut))t0; when it waa in- 
fi^mi^d, that orders had been received, ** to proceed at law 
against the late Beceiver-General.^ 

We may terminate this subject by observing that, £or 
many years, more than the half of the puUie revenuea h$tfk 
been empbyed by the different Governors, and mons parti- 
cularly by Lord Dalfaousie, without the consent of the LcgQ|- 
lature ; that the salaries ci different civil offieert have' hmk 
augmented, in spite of an- extraordinary dimiotitioii ia tiff 
pn^ts of commerce ; and that the danger whidi waa igp|Mia» 
hended, of being caUed upon ta support the ei^lcviagaixaes 
of the Government, accompanied by anger, reauitiBg £rom a 
multitude of petty iwauttioiis, and maLadminiitvatioii^^wBi^ 
the sole causes of the people liatQg up, m mtme^ agpinst ibt 
proceedings of the IgbceeuUve. Petitions ^md addrrasea hate 
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\Km fiirimi4e4 from all psrtA of tbs qoImj^ loaiii&Btii^ tho 
utmost respect and loyalty towards the King; but^ nt th^ 
iftiM timei complaining bitterly of the ccmduct of his reprcs 
aenMtive, and praying for a change in ioio^ in the wbol9 
pioceedinga in the govennnent of the colony. These ad* 
dresses were aeeompani^dby a deputation of three Members 
of the Provincial Parliament, who were fortunately heaid be^ 
fiire a special coasmittee of the House of Commons appmnted 
to inquire into the state of Canada. The determinatioii<xf 
the eommittee was in accordance with the wishes of the pec^ple, 
imd the orders tmnsmitted ta Sir James K«npt, the present 
GoffCffBor, and his conduct during the last sesvon. of tbf 
jPkifxviacial Parliament^ augur fa^rourabty as to the futuie* . 
'Wje will' dose our account of the administnition.of Loid 
.Oalhonsiei by inserting the petitions presented to the Kiqg^ 
ail the suhgeel of hia government : the reader will thus kiMti 
-the gOMHid feelii^dr the people. 
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*• Petition of the Counties in "(ke Dietrict of Quebec, and qf 
• ^^ihe Countg of IVarwieky Dietrici of Motitreai : 

" TO THE KXNQ^S MOST EXC^LLBNT MAJBSTY. 

'^*JiAffiipkm$esfOfirMafe$fy,^We^j0i§r}da.^^ 
fnl and loyal sulgacts, inhabitants of youc province of Lower 
Canaday most hunibly supplicate your Majesty to reenve 
giveiOiiBly this eur humble PetitioUi which ws now kty M 
the foot of your Imperiel Throng with hearts full of 
gtsatkude and imiokible attachment to your eugust person 
and TOUT Majertyla paternal Govermnent 
> ^^ Amongst ^e numcnoias benefits iar wlndi the < in;* 
iudntaota of Lower Canada are indebted to your Majetty^a 
fior^mment^ tfaeca is none that tbeyiwyre highly prine than 
the uivabitUe cansdtution granted to this provinoe by the* 
-Act of the Parlianent of fiveat Britain^ passed in the Airty^ 
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^rst, year of the reign of our beloved Soverdgn, your august 
fath^y Qf ever^revered memory* 

, "Called by that Act to the full enjoyment of British 
opnstitutional liberty, and become the depo^taries of our 
own nghts, under the protection of the mother country, wff 
contracted the solemn obligation of preserving inviolate this 
sacred deposit, and of transmitting it to our descendant$, 
such as it was confided to us, by the great men who then 
presided over the destinies of your powerful and glorious 
empire. 

« ^^ Deeply impressed with a sense of this obligation, 
,^armed by the abuses which have crept into the admini- 
stration of the government of this .province, and suffering 
^nder the evils which weigh on its inhabitants, we entertsdned 
<ftn ajQ^ous h(^ that the House of Assembly, in the session 
q£ the Provincial Parliament, called for the dispatch of 
business on the ^Oth of November last, would take into con« 
sideration the state of the province, and adopt efficacious 
measures to obtain the remedy and removal of these abuses 
and evils. We had a sure reliance on the well>tried loyalty 
and disinterested ze^ of our representatives ; but we have 
had the mortification of seeing our hopes frustrated by -the 

refusal^ on the part of His Excellency the Govemor-in-Chief) 
to approve the Speaker elected by the Assembly, and by 
the proclamation of the 22nd of the same month of 
November^ proroguing the I^jx>vincial Parliament. In these 
(urcumstances^ deprived of the services of our representative^ 
au£fering under great evils, and threatened with others still 
greater, we humbly implore the protection of your Majesty, 
the soiurce of all grace and of all justice. 
, ^^ The enlightened imd patriotic statesmen who devis^ 
our Constitutional Act, and the British Parlian^nt by whicfi 
it was granted, intended to bestow on us a misled govern- 
ment) modelled on the constitution of the parent state ; the 
opinions publicly expressed at the time in Parliament^ and 
the Act itself^ record the beneficent views of the Imperial 
Legislature ; a Governor, a Legislative Coundl, and att 
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hi 


Ailsembly, were to form three distinct and independent 
branches, repr^enting the King, the Lords, and the Com* 
mons ; but the true spirit of that fundamental law has not 
been observed in the composition of the Legislative Council; 
for the majority of its members, consisting of persons whose 
principal resources for the support of themselves and their 
families are the salaries, emoluments, and fees derived from 
offices which they hold during pleasure, they are interested 
in maintaining and increasing the salaries, emoluments, and 
fees of public officers paid by the people, and also in 
supporting divers abuses favourable to persons holding 
offices. The Legislative Council, by these means, is, in 
effect, the Executive Power, under a different 'hame, and the 
Provincial Legislature is, in truth, reduced to two braticheiS, 
a Governor and an Assembly ; leaving the province witTiout 
the benefit of the intermediate branch, as intended by tJie 
aforesaid Act, and from this first and capital abuse have 
resulted, and still continue to result, a multitude of abuses, 
jand the impossibility of procuring a remedy. 

" We acknowledge that the Legislative Council ought to 
be independent ; arid, if it were, we should not bfe entitled 
to complain to your Majesty of the repeated refusals of 
that branch to proceed upon various Bills sent up by the 
Assembly, howsoever useful -and even indispensable they 
might be ; but considering these refusals as the natural 
result of the composition of that body, and of the state of 
dependence in which the majority of its members are placed, 
we are compelled to consider its Acts as the Acts of the 
Executive Government; and we most humbly represent to 
your Majesty, that the Legislative Council of this province, 
the 'majority of which is composed of executive councillors, 
jiidges, and other persons dependent on the Executive, 
have, year after year, rejected several Bills, refused and 
neglected to piweed on several other Bills ^entjup by the 
Assembly, for the rem^y of abuses, for encouraging 
education, promoting the general convenience of the sub- 
ject,' the improvement of the country, for increasing the 
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t^iintj of persons and property, and furthering the 
common welfare and prosperity of the province: par* 
ticularly— 

<< Various annual Bills^ granting the necessary sums 
for all the expenses . of the Civil Government df 
the province, but regulating and setting limits to 
the expenditure ; 

" For affording a legal recourse to the subject having 
claims against the Provincial Crovemment ; 

*^ For regulating certain fbes and offices ; 

*^ For enabling the inhabitants of the towns to have a 
voice in the management of their local concerns, 
and a check on the expenditure of monies levied 
upon them by assessment 

« For facilitating the administration of justice through^ 
out the province, for qualifying and regulating 
the formaUon of juries, and introducing jury 
trials in the country parts, and diminishing the' 
expenses occadoned by the distance of suitors from 
the present seats of justice ; 

** For providing a new and suffident gaol for ^e 
district of Montreal ; 

** For qualifying persons to serve in the office of 
justice of the peace ; 

** For continuing the Acts r^ulating the n^tia di 
the province; 

'^ For increasing and apportioning th« reprejsentatioii 
in the House of Assembly ^ually among ihi 
qualified electors throughout the province, paiC 
Ucularly in the new settkmaiU and townsliips ; ' ^ 

<< For the security of the public momes in the handifitf 
His Majesty^s Receiver-G^ieral in this provitk^l 

*^ F(Hr the independence of the judges, by securing io 
them their present salaries, upon th&r being coui- 
missbned during good behaviour, and for pn>^ 
viding a tribunal for the trial of impeachments hf 
the Assembly, so as to ensure a just responalHlity 
in high public officers within the province ; 
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*^ For aj^xHnting and phmdiog for an Authorised 
Agent for the province, to reside in England, and 
attend to its interests there ; 

^< It is with the most profound grief that we find ourselyes 
compelled to refHresent to your Majesty, that, during several 
years past, the incomes derived from real estate in this 
province, the profits of trade and industry, and the wages 
of labour therein, have greatly diminished, and still continue 
to diminish ; that, under these drcumstaiices, it would not be 
equitable, to impose taxes or new duties on its inhabitants for 
the public uses ; and that there exists no other resource which 
can reasonably be depended upon, to aid in the diffusion of 
knowledge, and facilitate the exertions of individual industry, 
than the prooeeds of the existing revenues levied within the 
province. 

<< Nevertheless, more than one-half of the gross aniount of 
all its public revenues has been applied, for several years 
pfmty in payment of salaries, emoluments, and expenses of 
the officers of the civil government, exclusive of the usual 
and indispensable special appropriations ; and our anxiety is 
^ griyiter, as (hese. salaries, aind emoluments, and expenses 
have been greatly increased, without the consent of the 
I«egjisiature ; and have, in some instances, been. paid to 
persons who do not reside in the province, or have rendered 
90 service therefore ; and in other cases the smd salaries, 
and emoluments, and expenses are excessive, when compared 
with the incomes derived from real estate in this pro* 
vipoe, and the usual recompense obtained therein by is^ 
dividuals of talent, character, and industry, equal to those 
possessed by the persms to whom the said salaries and 
^npjuments are paid out of the public revenue, of thia 
province ; and, lastly, in addition to those unnecessary and 
e^oesriye salaries and expenses, your Majesty'^s subjects of 
ttiig province are also burdened with various and increaring 
fees paid to the officers of the dvil government^ whii^h are 
grievous to the subject, diminishing the protection of the 
laws, the boiefits of government, and the resources of the 
eountry for its necessary wants. 


8^. LOW£iB QA}fAS}A FETmeVa. 

M. W^Arei^ayioce^tlm^bBSMlastbe^iiMist perfect securi^^ 
of persoa and property, on^ of the most efBcadoua means of • 
prompting the puUic proqierity, and preventing its decUne, 
is to aid in the diffusion of useful knowledge, and the free 
exercise of individual industry and enterprise ; and we hatve- 
witnessed, with satisfaction and gratitude, that our. Provincial . 
Legislature has .appropriated very large sums of mon^ for 
theaue objects, since the close of the last war with the United' 
States of America; but we have to perform the painful duty^ 
of humbly representing to your Majesty, that the nuHuest 
thus appropriated and applied, under the direction of the 
Provincial Executive, have not produced the beneficial re^ 
suits that were to be expected from a legid and judiejoiu^. 
application of them, and have been tardily or insufficiently, 
accpunted for. . . 

*^ It ia with the utmost pain that we are compelled tQ re^ 
present to your. Majesty, that in this province of the Brilisbi 
Empire, large sums of public money of the revenue le;idaQl 
within this province have be^ applied, year after year, \hj-. 
warrant of Uie Executive Government, without any appro**' 
priation by the Legislature of the province (at a tune whoa 
the necessary appropriations were rejected in the said Lcgi8<« 
lative Council) in payment of alleged expenses of thecifil 
government, and other expenses for which no services .weD&' 
rendered to the province, or for new and increiafied salaries - 
and allowances never recognised by the Legislature, Wjcrti- 
we to refnun from complaining of such an enormous abus€^ 
we should co-operate in consolidating our slavery, wB^.m»^ 
humbly implore your Majesty'^s justice. . ^.i.tr, 

^' Alike negligent in the preservation of the puUicn|(HMe9(i 
and prodigal in their expenditure, the Executive, Govfifnih' 
ment of this province has not only suffered the d^pation f^- 
large sums of nioi|.ey in the hands of the ReceivBr-£ienmd|<r 
and other depositaries thereof, then and still under k» aup^p* . 
intendence and control, but has appcdnted other oScef^s .i^* 
the' stead of these faulty depositaries, without taking iWJ, 
sufficiept se^curity for the future; and having advanoefl, 4o. 
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S^tgr&it persons, laitge sums of mone^ 'appr6{>Mt^ by the 
hep^htixte, the n^lect of the Execntire ^verhment, iii 
thid respeet, hud been siich, that several of those persons have ^ 
not accounted . fit the time when tbey ought to have ae^ 
connted ; 'Some have insufficiently accounted, or not rendered 
.any account ; and, notwithstanding their negligence and 
default, some of these persons have been appointed by the 
Bxeoative Government to offices of trusty* h0nbur,'and profit; 
and we most humbly represent to your Majesty, that the 
Eacecudve Govemiiient of the provioce, by its tiegligent 
conduct in these respects, has exposed your Majesty^s stiib-' 
jects in this province to heavy and grievous losses, dissipateil 
and endangered the resources of the province, And stlbjectied 
itsUnhabitants to unnecessary burdens. ' 

• " Your Majesty's faithful subjects, in this province, hkV^ 
id^ady for#aided humble representations to your Majesty's 
G^Wmment, on the subject of the college and estates here- 
tofore in the possession of the late Order of Jesuits iri ihis 
p]fovince; and while we deplore the unfavourable result' of 
our past endeavours, we, nevertheless, continue to entertain 
tb^ most perfect confidence, that, so sobn as the truth shall 
be&illy^known to your Majesty, justice will foe rendei'ed 
unto ut ^ and we humbly r^esent that, as the said Order 
yfm never the proprietor of die said college and estates, hut 
merely the depositary thereof; for the education of the yduth 
of Canada, the extinction of that Order could not confer dii 
the- 'Sovereign any other rights on that property than' were 
pdSbesded by the slud Older; and that your Majesty suc- 
ceeded to the possession of those estates^ subject to* their 
behig apfdied to the education of the youth of this province, 
cottlbrinably to their primitive destination; and it is with 
the ibost proft>Unid grief that we find oni^lves still deprived 
of^he benefits which were formerly derived from the actuaS 
ap)>libfltion of that property to these objects under the ditec^ 
tiiAh of the Jesuits, while educfitioii is languishing anrong^ 
u^ for want of those resources. 
^ The settlemetit of the wtiste land«f inthisprovincei'the 
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iipportawe of wbich has already, at vanous lime$f 
the.attentkiii.af your Majesty^s Imperial GoTermnent, baa 
been si^gleGted in the most uoacoountable mamiw by 4hia 
Sxeoitive Goveniment of the province, so that large poik 
tioQs of the said lands, granted or reserved by the crown, 
have been long helci^ and continue to beheld in the midst of^ 
oriintbe immediate vicinity of actual settlements, without the 
owners or possessors tberectf having been compelled to per<T 
form the duty of settkmeirt upon which said lands were 
gijanted by the Crown, est any other duty in relation to the 
s«dd land^ to the grievous burden of the actual inhabitants^ 
t^.'.discoun^gement of new settlors, and the obstruc^tion of 
tJji^ genei:al increase and jMTosperity of the province. . 
. ^} But of all the abusea of which the inhabitants of this" 
yirovincie have to complain, the most afflicting to your peti- 
Ispners is^ that, during the fHrevalence of the afore-mentioned 
and various othe^r abuses and grievances, false representations. 
an4 repeated atti^mpts have been made by divers officers of 
the Provincial Executive, possesnng the confidence of your 
M^esty^s Governments to obtain from your Majesty^s (^o^ 
vemment in England and the Parliam^it of the United 
Kiugdom, various alterations in the constitution of tjie 
government of this proviooe as establish^ by law, without 
the knowledge of your Majesty'^s faithful subjects in this ^ 
province, in contempt ci thdr most sacred rights and dte«ii( 
interests; and tUa ata timewhen a migwii^'iDf eaMflitive 
oouncittorB, judges, and other officers in the , L^stafkre 
Coundl, prevented the inhabitants of the prtevinee^ &om 
having an authorised agent in England to watdh over and 
support their interests, and enabie them to be beardl>y the 
govennnoit of the mother country ; and it. ia -under Jtbese 
oicumstanees that the Act of the Parliameiii <d' the Uwted 
Kingdom, 4th Geo. IV*, cap. 6, reviving dr eoflltioaiiq^Ter'* 
tain temporary Acts of the Froviadal Legislature levying 
duties within this province, and the Aets sIKtoting the tenure 
of lands therein, were passed, without the knowledge of ila 
inhidbitants, to the subvcrsbn of their righto .and dearest 
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interests, and pardcularlj without the knowled^ge oreonsent 
6f the proprietorft more iinmecBately interested in tto last* 
mentioned Acts. It is with the most afflicting sentatiottt 
that we hare witnessed \he intrigues which have been in 
operation to despoil your Majesty^s faithful subjects in thili 
province of the rights and benefits which were granted and 
guaranteed to us by the supreme authority of a powerful 
and generous nation, under the auspices of its most illus- 
tricius citizens. 

' ** We most humbly implore your Majesty to take this oiur 
petition into your most gracious consideration, to exercise 
your royal prerogative, so that your Majesty'^s faithful sub- 
jects in this province be relieved from the aforesaid abuses 
and grievances, and justice be done in the premises, t&at 
your petitioners may be maintained and secured in the fuXi 
enjoyment of the constitution of government, as establi^etf 
by tne Act passed in the thirty-first year of the reign of out 
late Sovereign, your royal fiither, without any alteratioti 
thereof whatsoever. 

. ^^ And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever prAy.. 
«* December^ 1827. 
** [N.B.— The petitions to the Lords and Common^ are 
the same as the above, with only the necessary change of 

^ Recapitula^Gn of Signatures Jo Ae above Petiiiatt:^^ 

'^ Ccmii^<»fCetnwalU8 - .«..-*..<...• 3,568 ' 

' > JPTon - 2»1J19 . 

: -— Hertloid -.... 2,394 

Dorchester 4,157 

\ ' " Part of BuddnghamBhire ------- 1,552 

' ■ ' i Dfato Hatnpdiire - •- M« 

>■■ ' » ■■■ ' Quebec ..-.*.-*----.. 5t870 

. n ,.>, ■ . Orlea]|» ------.*---- 1,01S . 

. ■ ■ NtHrthumberland 2,445 

«< Total dWtrietctf Quebec 24,484 

•• Total county of Warwick 4,004 

« Grand Total . ^ - - - 2M36 
*« IVfrrtmry fi, 1S28." 
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** Resolutions on which thejbregoinff Petition tvasjbunded. 

^^ At a Meeting of Electors of the city and suburbs 
of 'Quebec, who approve of the conduct of the House of 
Assanbly, called for the purpose of consadering the expe- 
diengr of submitting, by humble petition to His Majesty and 
both Houses of Parliament, the present state of the province, 
and the abases and grievances which previdl therein, and 
praying for relief and justice; held at Malhiot^s Hotel, 
the ISth of December, 1827 ; 

^^ Louis Abraham Lagckvx, Esq. in the Chair. 

. .^' It wis Rescived : — 

' '^ 1^^. That there was reason to hope, that in the session 
of the Provincial Parliament, assembled on the SOth of 
November last for the dispatch of public business^ the state 
of the province would have been improved, and the evils 
which weigh on its inhaUtants remedied, or put in a course 
to be removed, and its peace, welfare, and good government 
promoted. 

*^ 9ncL That the ssdd session has been interrupted by the 
refusal, on the part of His Excellency the Govemor-inXhief, 
to approve, according to parliamentary usage, the Speaker 
chosen and presented by the Assembly in the usual manner^ 
and by the proclamation of the 22nd of November proroguing 
the Provincial Parliament 

*' Srd. That it is expedient, under the foregoing . cir- 
cumstances, to submit, by humble petition to His Majesty 
and the two Houses of the Parliament of the United Kingdom^ 
the present state of the province, and the evils to which its 
inhabitants are exposed, in the hope that, in the, exercise of 
the Royal Prerogative and the justice of Parliament, a 
remedy may be applied, whereby the constitution of tbis 
province, as now established by Act of the Parliament of 
Great Britian, may be preserved and maintained unimpaiired. 
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' ** 4^. That, for several years past, the income of real 
estate in this province, the profits of trade and industry,. «nd 
the wages of labour therein, have greatly diminished, and 
^e $dU diminishing, with new and alarming features. 
*. ^^ 5thk That» besidea the ensuring to the subject the^moiil 
perfect security of his person and property^ the aiding and 
fficilitating the diffusion of useful knowledge^ and. the firee 
exercise of bdu^try and enlerprise, are amongi^ the most 
effident means of pnwoting the general prosperity, and 
pjDBTfiPting its decline. 

<' 6M. That, alttaDugh large aimis.of public money <have 
been appropriated by the LegisUture of this province, nnce 
the oonduaon of the late war, in aid of eGkioation, and 
for facilitating industry, by opening and improving internal 
communications, and that these apfn^nktions- have been 
applied under the direction of the Provisional Executive, 
they have produced no adequate advantages, whila m^y of 
the persons entrusted by the said Executive with the expen>« 
diture of the said monies have tigrdily or insufficiently 
accounted for the saipe. 

^^ 7th. That, under the present circumstances of the 
province, no taxes or new duties for the pubhc uses thereof 
can, . equitably, be imposed, and no dependence can . be 
placed on any funds for aiding in the diffusion of education, 
and fadlitating the exertions of individual industry and 
ienteVrprise, other than* such funds as may be derived from 
the existing public revenue of the province. 
' ^^ 8^A. That more than one-half of the gross amount of 
the said public revenue has been applied for several years 
iast to the payment of the salaries, emoluments, and ex-» 

ibises of the officers of the Civil Government of the province, 
exclimve of the usual special appropriations. 
' ^^ 9ih, That the s^d salaries, emoluments, and expenses, 
niave been greatly increased, without the concurrence or 
consent of the Legislature, for many years past, and are 
in several instances paid to absentees and persons who have 
^ndered no service therefore to this province ; and, ui other 
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llBtiiiMWBitfAe feaid 9ii«rie^ ctttolunio^, And expemteaid 
caHMmtt)<coin|]aBed irith the Mrriocs poocfemi, md intb tkm 
kHomeS'dMved firom real estate, and the usual reeompeBse 
obtained by individuals of taknt, chaisatbr, -and kiduaikTv 
•qiial. la tboae of the persons vrbo hoU the said feilaftes 
and Qindagmits. 

. ^ likiL Tbfat, beiides the umwcwtery and exomm4 
ttdanea, emolamaats^ and expenan, fbea, ]nc]:«asing> td ' « 
homy tad gfievouB aniGum, are pwl bjr the mbjeota «i^ 
divers officers of Govemment, wfaerel»y iodividfldi amfami 
dcnad^ the piatoetkiEi at liie law «nd Ae beaefltof 
gmferaaaent are lessened, and the rfasoiiimsi'of ti» emmOtf 
Cstsilsiiikcaasry watttrdimiiinliedv xr 

^ U^A. That a majority of persons, chiefly depewlttti^ M 
dM kip^t of themsekes and their famKes, on tbiE^ ajdftfies 
ind^eifidlttnients of pubMo oftces fadd duiitig pteaMre^ hM| 
been placed in'tlie Ei^eeufiiv^ and L^gidetive <>duiidl8 ^df 
ffais proit^noe) setimd of vrkom hitve a; dbeet ia^itfduat 
iwereat in maintiiining and inerettsia^ the said ckemmi^ 
salaries, fee», emokiaientiE^ and exp^ses^ aoA perpeCaaddg 
other aiMises pii«efitdbie to piMons in office. 

f^ 161^ TiiaS a nuB^oritrf in the aaid liegbUtiire Cmme^ 
ehiefly^dnsiatii^ of execuCiv* (MiMftHors, Judges, andoUuit 
officers, so holding during pleasure, have, year afbr yiMvj 
tqaieited^ reftised, et neglected to piooeed upon various He- 
ummy KUsseat up by the Hept easntati^ AsssmUy nf-tW 
province, for the remedy of alwsee grievoua to the sulqifo^ 
for «ding in the diffunon of eduealion, fiur fixitheiiDg the 
general ^onvienieBee «nd impaoveinent of the country^ lov mb 
^ cwnsing tbe security of persona and property, and proaiofe|Bg 
the oominGn vwlfEwe and proiperiiiy ; particMlariy, ennntA 
rating the Bills abeady >xnentioncd in tbe jbaegotng pdaboiki 

^ 19ih. That the repeated v^cctian, the refdsal or joe^o^ 
l» peoeaed upon^ tfaeae and other ntoessary Silla sent up by 
tli0 Aasemfafy tor the liegblatcvQ CotuKali by a.majotily^af 
ib^imi Ckiuooil, formed of exasu^ve ooiiwiHimt ^edjfpeaj 
and Mw» boldiag their comnissiona^inif |deasiic^ mMl 


bftf h^' to be die act of tiie JBxceitdifie Crof^emmeiMrr^ 
tbe provinoe^ andl, a9 such, censtitulcv Jt putdie grienratioe^ 
d«8tni0biT9 of dtt ends of the cooidttttioii of Gm&nmML 
119 .'by kw eitabhshed in this pt oyince* 

^^ Uih. That laij§^ siiBQs of money, of die praoteds of lb« 
public revenue levied in this province^ have bem* applied^ 
Irpwaxxant of the Sxeoidve GioveniiBetity year after 'year, 
widiout any appi^opriadon ;bj the iiegisktvre-Body thondw 
(wlnle theneceisavy appropmuona mtre^irejcsted ia^be and 
L^slative Council), lor die pagnofotofall^gedespensea of 
die Civil Goveminent, and odier eiqpefeMm^/for vhidi.ii5 
fBracea ivere rendered to tbe.provinee^ ot for mvm su^ 
increased salaries and aUolvaQcesi newt ;feo0giufled ffagr dw 

^ ^^ I5ib. That laijge sums <^,mooey> of the i^rccQedacif dw 
pitbUp ce^twiiie raised vidiio diia p^eevinee, in the baiidi>i9f 
Ibce lal» fiec«ve|w(2reiiQral» and olW depoinUiri^ i^ piiblitf 

^piWii'a^a'^rW** *%a^^^a^ ap^y^v "v**^ a^s^^A^f^ a^^wp> %^^iHwa^p^^ p^wa^fff' ^■wapws^^^a^aj^^^^^^^*awp^w 

9S.ike, Pronncial -Exf^iidvi^ have be^n diinpatody and odmr 
pffioecaappc^nted in diear M^ad^ widunii eby :adeqw.U» eeiato 
rides being taken for the futiujeg rthevebf wfBWgniiig^and 
fixpomg tbe publk^ to gifovonaloiises^watciiigor endangering 
die lesouroes of the province^ Md ftatgeodn^ iU iohabitema 
to mneeasiafy burdena. 

. ** 16^ That varioua odier aium ol monfyy appn^iriated 
hf the L^nhture, hav« beea advanced to divera persQiia 
appointed' by die Execttdve^ many of ndbom have not 90^ 
ocfaqted for sueh. advancaa in due dme, lave iosuffioientij^ 
aooonntedy or not aceomiteil in any iliape wfaatatievav ^ 
appears by the statovent hud befoR die Assembly^ on 
«kU«9s, in tbe aeawin of 18S6; and dMt pwaona^ then in 
4e(aalt on^the saU statement, fanve been a^^inted to othar 
Muaiiena of honour, tnnt, and pmfit 
* ^* llthv That die eoUege and rea eno oa af the ertatea of 
the kte Older of Jesintsi in dus pmvinee^ Mgbally enected 
and tomoAj apiplied for- the civiif and sdiginua aduoation of 
dw yonth 4^ diia piKMne% ham noa haan ao 'Applied ibr 
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WMj yettrs past, wd are in no way aeeounted ibr to the 
J^e^ature, or the inhabitaDts of this province. 

«< l&h. That large portioDB of the waste lands, granted 
or reserved by the crown, in this province, hme been long 
held, and continue to be held, in the midst of, or in the im- 
inediate vicinity of actual settlements^ without the owners or 
possessors ther^f having been compelled to perform the 
duty of settlement, upon which such lands were granted by 
the crown, or any other duty in relation to the said lands, 
to the grievous burden of the actual settlers, the hindrance 
of new settlers, and the Obstruction of the general increase 
and prosperity of the province. 

<^ 19^. That, during the previJenee of these and other 
abuses and grievances, fedse representations and attempts 
bave been repeatedly made, by divers officers of the Pro- 
vindal Executive, to obtain from His Majesty'*s' Government 
ID England, and the Parliament of the United Kingdoni^^ 
various alterations in the constitution of the Government' bf 
this piovince, as estabUshed by •«i Act of the British Par- 
lament, prejudicial to the rights ahd interests of this pro-^ 
vxnce» without their knowledge, and at a time when thfe said' 
inhabitants were prevented, by the said majority of iexeculive' 
councillors, judges, and other officers in* the Legislative 
Council, from having an authorised agent in England, tcf 
attend to their interests, and enable them to be heard by 
the Govemmeatof the mother oountty. 
. " Wth. That the revival, or cominuatioti, by the Act dP 
tbe.ParU^neiit of the United Kingdom (4 Greo. IV., cap. 6), 
of tfimpm9!ff duties imposed by protiiteial Acts^ w^n^ sif 
obtaiioed, as well as the Acts affecting the'tentR^s c^ hafVf^ 
this province^ the whole preji^iciiBLl'tD the^esoreiit 'Af^hS»aai^ 
essential interests of the inbaUtanta «f tUii' pftndnce, and' 
without the knowledge cr consent of the persbns chiitf y" 
dtffected.by the said Airts. . 

'< SlsL That the afore-meotioned . t 

^^ Application of monies levied in this province, 
..r. / . qut appi!i]pri«tbns by tbeLegidiftute the 


-^ i ^ Th^ flud Hflhrances 0f mon^; to persons 'wlio' K^Ve 

Dot'sufflcieotly aocoaiilMdfcrthe stoine; 
b /I f^. The sald'disopatioti of public money, and appoint^ 
'.ii, ^ roent'of persons to be entrusted with public monied, 
without full security given ; 
,, ^* The. diversion of the revenues of the estates of thd 
late Order of the Jesuits, fhnn purposes of edu^ 
cation of the youth of this province ; • 
/' The inexecutbn of the eonditibtift bf the 'grants of 
. the waate> lands of the crown, and the afbres^M 
attempts oh the p»t of the oilScers of the Executive 
Government to obtain alterationd in England of 'fhd 
.^stablijsbed .tonstitution and lawi^ of the province, 
^i , . : iritbout the knowledge of the inhabitants general^; 
and without their faaviilg had an opportunity of 
. , . being beard; ^ 

ar^ grieyiinces dangerous to the peace, weUbre, and good 
.gpv^n^iOient of ihis province. 

. ,*^^S:2;w#,*That the prayer. of the petitiou to His Majesty 
be» tha;t he- would take the premises into his most graciotrs 
opjQsideration, and so exercise lu« royal prerogative, that his 
subjects in this province be relieved from the said abuses 
^pd grievances^ and that justice be done therein ; that the 
iphabit^nts. of this province be secured in the full enjoyment 
of the constitution of government, as established by the 
Act passed in the thirty<»first year of the reign of his late 
vpyal father of revered memory; 

. ^^ 23rd* That, the prayer to both Houses of Parliament 
be, that they would . take the premkes into consideration, 
cause inquiry to be made and the petitioners to be heard, 
that justice may be dcme thereon, and the subject in this 
province be secured in the full enjo3rment of the constitudon 
of Gpvemmentf as established by the Act of the Parliament 
of Great Britain, passed in the thirty-first year of the reign 
of His late Majesty, witboitt jmy < ahevaticm thereof what* 
soever. . 

<< ^4dh. Th4t a ccHs^iUee of thirty^fiti^ electors, duly 
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• 
quafified by law to vote for Members of the Assembly of 

this province, be appointed to draft and prepare petitions on 

the foregoing resolutions, with full power to take all the 

necessary steps for submitting them for the signature of the 

electors generally ; for causing the said petitions to be laid 

at the foot of the throne, and presented to the Lords and 

Commons ; and also to give effect to and support the same 

by evidence. 

^^ S5^A. That this meeting will contribute, and assist in 
procuring voluntary subecriptioas, to cover the necessary 
expenditure for the aforesaid purposes. 

^^ £6^A. That Messrs. Amable Berthelot, Francois Blan- 
chot, J. L. Borgia, J. B. £. Bacquet, Robert Blackiston, 
Michel Borne, J. Bigaoutte, Michel Clouet, John Cannon, 
Joseph Dorion, Etienne Defoy, John Duval, John Fraser, 
H. G. Forsyth, Pierre Faucher, Joseph Gagn^, A. R. Hamel, 
H. S. Huot, Louis Lagueux, Joseph Legare, pere, Louis 
Lagueux, fils, Jacques Leblond, Et. C. Lagueux, Jean 
Langevin, Ignace Legard, J. L. Marett, Louis Massue, 
Joachim Mondore, John Neilson, Vallieres de St. R^al, 
Pierre Felletier, Joseph Roy, Augt. Gauthier, and Louis 
Fortier, do compose the said committee, and that nine form 
a quorum; notices, in writing, of the time and place of 
meeting being previously left at the domicile of each of the 
said committee. 

^< 9!7th. That the said committee have power to add to 
their number, and be empowered to aid in forwarding similar 
petitions from any other parts of this district, in cases where 
application may be made to them to that effect, and where 
contributions may have been made to the funds dT the smd 
committee, in aid of the afore-mentioned expenditure. 

<< 28^A. That Joseph Roy, Esq. be treasurer of the said 
committee, and be held to account to the said committee, 
and a meeting of electors publicly called ; and that all pay- 
ments made by him be vouched by orders a(< the said 
committee, attested by the signature of the secretary. 

•* LOUIS A. LAGUEUX, President. 
« H. S. HUOT, Secretary^ 


** At a meeting of the cotnmittee, on Friday, thd 14th of 
December, 1827^ the foilowing officers were appointed:-** 

** I, R. Vallierbs db St. Real, Esquite, Pretident, 

» 

. * V Pice- Presidents. 
iirej 

" Messrs. H. S. Huot and J. B. E. Bacquet, Secretaries. 

" H. S. HUOT, Senetary." 


" Hbnry George Forsyth, Esquire, 
" Louis Abraham Laoueux, Esquire 


<' PROVINCE OF LOWER CANADA. 

*^ Petition qf the Counties in the Districts of Montrealy 

and Three Rivers^. 

«• A LA TRES EXCELLENTB MAJESTK DU ROT, 

*^ La Petition des soussignisjideles et loyausc sujets de votre 
Majesti rSsidens dans U Bas-Canada, 

" QuHlplaise a votre Jlfo/V*/^,— Dans une partie eloignee 
des immenses domaines de votre Majeste, il existe un peiiple 
peu nombreux, il est vrai, mais fidele et loyal : il jouit avec 
orgueil et reconnaissance, sous la domination de votre Ma- 
jeste, du noble titre de sujets Britanniques, qui lui a 4i6 
confere sous le r^gne de votre pfere de glorieuse memoire, 
avec tous les droits qui font de ce titre un objet d'envie. 
Plus ce bienfait etait grand, plus votre bon peuple du 
Bas-Canada a cru devoir montrer de reconnaissance : This- 
toire est la pour deposer en notre faveur: laissons lui le soin 
de prouver que nous avons deux fois empeche cc pays de 
passer sous une domination etrangere. 

^^ Reconnaissans de Pinestimable present que nous a fait 
la mere-patrie en nous accordant notre constitution, con- 
vaincus qu'^elle pent faire le bonbeur de vos fiddles sujets en 
Canada, le premier de nos vceux est de la coAs^rver intact^ 
et de jouir librement des droits precieux qu^elle noUs dsdure. 

* ^* The onginal of this Petition having been in French, it is given in 
preference to the English. The Petitions to the Lords and Commons are the 
same as the Petition to the King, with the necessary changes in thfe style." 
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^^ Parmi les droits inh^rents au titre de sujete Britan- 
niques^ celui de petition est un des plus importans et des 
plus sacres : il assure au plus pauvre individu le droit d^etre 
ent^ndu et Tespoir de la justice Iprs meme qu^il se plaint des 
personnes les plus ^ev^s en dignity. La voix de tout un 
peuple sera sans doute encore plus puissant, lorsqu^elle 
parviendra aux pieds de votre trone, et qu^elle revelera il 
votre Majeste que Toppression peut exister sous son Gou- 
vernement paternel. 

. ^^ L^eloignement ou nous sommes du si^ige de Tempire, et 
Tespoir d^un changement pour le mi^ux, nous ont engages 
jusqu'S. ce jour k un penible silence ; mms Pexc^s du mal 
nous force enfin h le rompre. II ne convientpas au caractere 
de sujet Britannique de souffrir servilement Toppression : l^ 
patience dans ce cas nVst une vertue que pour des esclaves. 

*' Nous venons deposer k vos pieds nos justes plaintes 
contre Son Excellence George Comte de Dalhousie. Charg^ 
par vous-meme de vous repr^senter dans votre colonic, et de 
nous faire ^prouver les bienfaits du gouvemement de votre 
Majeste, il s^en faut de beaucoup, malheureusement pour 
nous, qu^ll ait renipli la haute mission dont vous Taviez 
gracieusement charg^ pour le bonheur de vos fiddles sujets 
Canadiens. 

*^ II a, pendant son administration, commis diffi^rents 
actes arbitraires, tendant a aUener Taffection des fiddles sujeUf 
de votre Majesty, et subversifs du gouvemement tel qu^^ta* 
bli par la loi dans cette province. 

^^ II a, par warrant ou autrement, tir^ des mains du 
receveur-g^n^ral de cette province des sommes considerables, 
sans y @tre autoris6 par la loi. 

^^ 11 a, volontairement et m^hamment, tronque, supprime, 
garde par-devers lui, et soustrait k la connaissance du Parle^ 
ment Provincial, divers documens et papiers publics neces- 
saires k la d^peche des affaires et au bon gouvemement de 
cette province, et ce au grand detriment du service public et 
au grand prejudice des sujets de votre Majesty en la dite 
province. 

*^ II a volontairement et en violation de 3on devoir envers 
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ton souverain et ses fiddles sujets en cette province, conserve 
dans I^exercice de ses fonctions, John Caldwell, Ecujer^ 
ci-devant receveur-general, entre les mains duquel le revenu 
public de cette province etait verse, en vertu de la loi et des 
instructions royales, longtemps apr^s que ce fonctionnidre 
public avait avoue sa malversation et declare son incapacite 
de satisfaire aux deraandes faites contre lui pour le service 
public: et ce au grand detriment des habitans de cette 
province, et au grand prejudice du service, et de la foi 
publique. 

*^ II a, en opposition k la pratique constante du gouveme- 
ment de votre Majeste, et en violation de son devoir comm^ 
administrateur du gouvernement de cette province, nomme 
John Hale, Ecuyer, pour remplacer le dit John Caldwell, 
comme receveur-g^n^ral, sans exiger ni requ^rir de lui les 
suretes ordinaires requises pour assurer la due ex^ution des 
devoirs de cette place. 

" n sVst en diflR^rents temps servi de son autorite comme 
Commandant-en-Chef, pour influencer et intimider les habi^ 
tans de cette province dans Texercice de leurs droits civils et 
politiques. 

'* II a comme Commandant-en-Chef renvoye et disgraci^ 
lin grand nombre d^offiders de milice dans la province, sans 
cause juste, ou raison suffisante. 

'^ II a sans cause, ou raison suffisante, arbitrairement et 
despotiquement, renvoy^ et priveplusieurs officiers civils des 
places de confiance et de responsabilit^ quHls occupaient, et ce 
au prejudice de ces officiers et du service public. 

** II a maintenu et conserve, conserve et maintient en 
place, plusieiirs fonctionnaires publics, apres qu^il a et^ 
prouv^ que leur nomination a telles places, ou que leur 
conduite dans Texercice de leurs fonctions ^taient prejudicial 
bles au service de votre Majeste et aux int^rSts de ses sujets 
dans cette province. 

** II a multiplie dans des temps de tranquillite« et sans 
aucune n&»ssite, des Cours Sp^iales d'Oyer et Terminer, 
outre les termes r^uliers et ordinaires des cours criminelles 
etablies par la loi, imposant par la un fardeau considerable 
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aux sujets de voire Majeste, et une depense ^nonne a la 
ptoviBoe. 

^^ U a, par des prorogations et dissdiiitioB subites et; 
Tiol^ites du Farkment Provincial, nui aux iut^reU publics 
de cette province, retarde ses progr^s, empeche la passadoa 
d**acte8 utiles i il a dans ses disoours lors de idles prorogar* 
tions, faussement accus^ las representants du peuple, a6n de 
les d^rier dans Topinion de leurs constituaats et dans la vue 
de cr^r aupr^s du Gouvernement de votre Majesty des 
prejuges ddfavorables a la loyaute et au caracti^re des sujets 
Canadiens de votre Majeste : il a tolere et permis que les 
Gazettes du Qt>uvernenient publics, sous son autorite ou 
S0U& son contrdle, portassant joumellement les accusations 
les, plus fausses et les plus calomnieuses contre la Chambre 
d^Assemblee, ainsi que contre tout le p6u(^e de cette province* 

^^ II a par le m6me moyen menace le pays d^exercer la 
Prerogative Royale d^une maniere vidente, despotiqpe et 
d&astreuse, c^est-a-dire, de dissoudre continuellement, ou 
selon Texpression insultante de ces nienaces, de chasser le 
corps repr^sentatif jusqu^4 ce que les francs-tenanciers et les 
propri^taires se vissent obliges de choisir pour representants, 
nan plus ceux qui auraient leur confiance, mais ceux qui 
sendent disposes it tout aocorder a TEx^utif et a lui samfier 
le drcnt qu^a le peuple de cette province, a^ssant par ses 
repr&entants, de determiner quelle sorome des deniers publics 
radministration aura le droit de depenser, et d^aasurer 
Temploi fiddle de ces demers; ou bien qu'il punirait U 
province en rejetant les Bills passes par les representants du 
peuple pour Favantage general, jusqu'^a ce quails abandons 
nassent le droit de fixer et de controler la depense ; et que 
les magistrats et les juges du pays seraient, ausst bi^ 
que lesbasofficiers, destitues des banter et importantes^ places 
quHls occupent, et qui, dans TinterSt public conune dans 
rint^r^t des particuliers, exigent Tindepend^nce et Timpar- 
tialit^ la plus absolue, s^ils n^et£uent pas agr^bles k la presente 
administration. 

^^ II a, conform^ment h la politique vindicative ainsi 
avouee par ces ecrivains par lui employes, puni en effet le 
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pays, en ne donnant point la sanction royale h cinq BSb 
iTappropriation pour aider les progres et ramSioration du 
pays en 18^9 auxquels votre Majesty a bien voulu dfepuis 
donner sa sanction, et en permettant k ses conseillers ex^ 
ebtifs et aatres persoiines sous son contr6Ie et poss^ant des 
places darant plaisir, de se servir de letir preponderance dan^ 
le Conseil Li^gislatif dont ils sont aussl membres, pour sup- 
porter cette politique vindicative, et rejeter, en 1827, tous les 
Bills d^appropriation pour Pavancement de la province et pou^ 
des cib^eis de charit^ qui avaient ^t^ pass^ annuellenient 
depuis un grand nombre d^annees. 

" II a vioie les franchises ^ectives des habitatis de cette 
province, en essayant directement et indlrectement tfinfluer 
sur Mection des Membres de la Chambre d^Assembl^ de 
cette province. 

" II a enfin, par tous ces divers actes d'oppression, cre^ dans 
tout le pays un sentiment d'alarme et de mecontentement, 
d^pr&i^ Pautorite du pouvdir judiciaire dans Topinion pub- 
lique, aflFaibli la confiance du peuple dans radroinistratiod de 
la justice, et inspire dans toute la province un sentiment in- 
surmontable de mefiance, de soupgon et de d^gdut oontre 
son administration. 

** Nous osons done supplier votre Majeste de vouloir bien 
prendre en sa royale consideration les vexations qu'ont 
eprouv^es vos fideles sujets dans cette partie eloign^e de vos 
domaines. Presses sous les poids de tant d'actes d'oppression 
nous avons cru devoir supplier votre Majest^ de vouloir Wen, 
pour Knt^rSt de son service dans cette dolonie, et Tavantage 
de ses fiddles sujets y r^sidens, rappeler pour toujours son 
Elcpellence le Gouverneur-en-Cbef, cotnme ne pouvant plus 
jouir de la confiance publique dans cette province, ni en ad- 
ministrer Ic gouvei-nement avec hotineur pour la couronne 
ou avec avantage pour le peuple. 

" Qu^U plaise i votre Mcffesti^-^frxvis com me nous" le 
sotnmes maintenant^ par la prorogation du Farlement Vto- 
vincial, des services publics de nos repr^sentants, des services 
que nous avioni^ droit d'attendre de leur z^Ie connu pour les 
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intilr^de la provinee, et deleur patriotiiane n^prouv^, oout 
goiiiin0& dans la necessite de soumettre nouft^m^mes k la boeii^ 
veillante oonsid^alion de votre Majesty, quelques objets qvte 
nous esdmons de la plus haute importuiee pour le bien Stre 
(lu paysy obgets qui tendent egalement k assurer le bonhent 
du peuple^et k rendre cette colonie plus uule a rEmpir^^ 
Bntannique, ce qui ne peut qu^int^resser le cosur royal de 
votre Majesti, sous le double rapport de pere de son penple 
et de chef supreme d^un puissant empire. 

^* L^6ducation est le premier des biens qu^un p^ puisse 
donner k son fils, le premier des biens qu^une l^sktioii 
^airee puisse assurer aux peuples. * En rendant justice aux 
efforts qui ont ^t^ faits dans ce pays vers cet ofajet importiint, 
par phisieurs corps et per un grand nombre de particuliers, 
on ne peut cependant disconvenir que Teducation publique 
nVst pas encourage dans ce pays en proportion de se» be- 
Boins. Et pourtant la province n^etait pas d^pourvue de 
moyens : la munificence des Hois de France et les bienfidfo 
de quelques particuliers n'^avaient rien laiss<$ k d^sirer k d& 
sujet. Des fondations vraiment royal^s, tant par leur objet 
que par leur ^tendue, assuraient k cepays des ressourees 
suffisantes pour les temps, et croissantes avec les bescnns de la 
population. Depuis Pextincticm de TOrdre des J^itesen ce 
pays, ses biens sont pass^ aux mains du gouvemement de 
votre Majesty. Votre Majeste peut seule les rendre k tear 
premiere, k leur bienfaisante destination. Nous Pen supplidnb^ 
tr^^humblement. QuHl ne puisse pas etre dit que cette 
province a ^t^ priv^ sous le gouvemement da UtA constku- 
Uonnel de la Grande Bretagne, des InenfiEuts que ie Roi 
absolu de la France lui avait conf^res pour P^ucation dte 
ces habitants. 

*^ Un des droits naturels, fondamentaux, inali^ables dte 
sujets Britanniques, nn des tttres de leur gloire et de leur 
sAret^, c'est le droit de se taxer eux-memes et de contribaer 
librement aux chai^ges publiques selon leurs moyens. A ce 
titre naturel nous jdgnons encore les droits r&ultants de ]k 
ki ^rite, des Actes du Parlement Imp^al, qui d&krenV 


HW r Angleteyre jreoonee k imposer des tttscs^fkna leci cokmitti; 
el qui doonent a ceUe ptovioce le droit de faire dss Ims^pmif 
sa.tntnqiiilltt^, son bonbeur, et sonbon gmivesBeiBeiit^ . 
, ^^Nous suppliona hamUement ifotre Majest^ d^exonsor 
notretem^teyou^bien plut6td^ap]srouver laooafianceen votM 
^tice et en oelle du Farlement Imp^rial^ qui nous engagt 
jinous plaindfe de ce que ces: droits ont 4it€ leads d^une xnaU 
ai^ grave par des Actes du FarliameBt Imp<^ai< ' Nous 
faisons allusion surtout aTActe de Commerce' du Cansda,* 
passe dans la troi»eme aonee du r^gne de votre Majest^> 
^. lis, et k oelui des Tenures des Terres, pass^ dans- Ja 
sixi&Boe ann^ du rigne de votre Majesty, cb. 59» contre 
kqud nous avons d^j^ adresse par la voie de nos reptB^ 
sealants a votre Majeste nos bumbles r^lamadons: Una 
etabbt directement des impots dans oette ookmie, et les.rend 
perp^tuels sans la participation du Parlemoit Provincial^ 
j^autre toucbe k des objets de legislation interieure sur ksu 
qMels nous croyons humblement que la Legislature Coloniale 
avait pleine jurisdiction. 

<^ Nous croiriiMis, Sire, m^riter Inen peu lea inestimables 
bieafaita que nous procure la constitution qui nous r^git^ si 
nous ne faisions tous nos efforts pour la oonserver intacta 
Cest prouver combien nous en sentons tout le prix* 

*^ La cumulation dans une saile et meme persoone de 
plusieurs places importantes dans ces colonies, et qui nous 
ambient iocompstibleS) est un obstacle vivement senti, un 
obstacle considerable au bon gpuvemement de oette provinoe. 
Nous voyons dans ce pays lea places de juges du Bane du 
JUi» de conseillers executifs et l^gislatifs, poss^ees par 
la meme. personne. Nous croyons humblement que ess 
bautes fonctions devraient &tre exerc^s isol^ment au' tieu 
4'etre cumulus: que les juges, born^s aux importantes 
lonctians de lenr dtat, ne devraient pas si^r dans les coi^ 
sdds; queues conseiUers l^slatifi^ ne devraient pas eire 
4idons au Cons^ £x^utif» et vice versa : qull serait oon* 
renaUe que les jug^ fussent plus ind^pendans, sujets sede^ 
m^^ «vec les autres grands fonctionnaizes publiosy & mt 
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tribunal 6taUi dans la proviooe pour juger des impeadtment^ 
NoQs avoDs deji fait des representations et des d^arches 
coQoemaiit ces differents objets par le mayetk de nos repr^ 
sentaots dans la Chambre d^Assembl^. JLes mesures par 
eux proposes ont &houe dans les autres branches de la 
Legidature. Nous supplions humblement votre Majesty 
de Touloir bien prendre en sa consid^tion royale les maux 
nombreux qui doivent inevitaUement r^ulter de cette dis» 
tribution impolitique et peu sage de tous les pouvoirs du 
gouvernement, afin qu^&ant tres-justement condamnes par 
votre Majest^, il vous plaise ordonner k vos Ministres de 
donner des instructions au Gouvernement Colonial k oe sujet, 
de mani^re a autoriser la passation d^Actes par le Parlemwt 
Provincial, qui tendraient k corriger ces abus. 

<' L^accroissement rapide de la populatkm depius. la 
premiere demarcation des camt^ rendant n^ess^re un 
changement correspondant dans la representation provinciale, 
notre Farlement jugea prudent, comme mesure prdiminaire, 
de constater Tetat actual de la population, par un recense- 
ment qui devait servir de base aux cfaangemens k faire dans 
la representation. La Chambre d^Assembl^e passa ensuite 
a plusieurs reprises un Bill pour augmenter le nombre des 
comtes et des representants. Ces Bills ont ^galement 6choue 
dans les autres branches de la Legislature. 

'^ II est encore un objet qui int^resse viveroent le peuple 
de cette province ; c^est la nomination d^un agent provincial 
accreditee aupres du Gouvernement de votre Majeste, qui 
pourrait faire parvenir aux pieds du tr6ne Texpresston de 
nos besoins, foumir aux Ministres de votre Majeste des 
renseignemens utiles, et valler k nos interets particuliers* 
Cette provbce a dej^ plus d^une fois eprouve le besoin d'un 
semblable agent : ses representants n^ont pas encore pu reussir 
k obtenir passation d^un Acte k cet effet. Les accusations 
mal fondees portees par le Gouvemeur-^KCSief contre la 
Chambre d^AssemUee, dans son disoours de prorogation du 
dernier Parlement, auxquelles la Chambre n^a pas enoOTc eu 
oocasioa de repondre, demontrent la neoessite d'^nn agent ; 
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le GcMivemeur qui accuse ]a Chamhre ne pouvant' gudre 
€tre le canal de coinniuDication dont lea accus^ puissent se 
a^Tir avec confiaDce pour defendre leur cause. Nous sup- 
plions humblement votre Majesty, de vouloir bien oidonner 
k vos Ministres de donner des instructions au Gouvemement 
Colonial, en vertu desquelles un Bill pour Taugmentation 
de la representation puisse Stre sanctionn^, ainsi qu'^un Bill 
pour accorder k cette province Pavantage dont jouissent la 
plupart des autre colonies de votre Majesty, celui d'*avoir un 
agent colonial, nomm^ et depute par le peuple de la colonic, 
pour veiller si ses interets en Angleterre. 

^^ Le tout tr^s-humblement soumis a la bienveillance et 
k la sagesse de votre Majeste, par les fideles et loyaux sujets 
de votre Majesty dans le Bas-Canada, les F^titionnaires sous- 
sign^ qui comme il est de leur devoir ne cesseront de prier. 

" BaS'Canaday Janvier ISSS.*" 


^ 


** Recapitulation^ of Signatures to February, 6<A, 1828 :- 

" County of Montreri ---,, 7,768 

Kent 2,163 

Huntingdon --------,--, 5,327 

Leinster 6,192 

Surrey --,---------- 3,080 

Bedford .- - - 1,342 

York 4,199 

Richelieu 8,175 

— '- Effinghftm 2,654 

" Total district of Montreal 40,885 

" Total district of Three Rivers - - - -10,665 

51,550 
*• IMstrict of Quebec 29,328 

" Total to both Petitions ------ 80,878 

" Fanoardsd tince, to 17th February, 1828 ^--' 
" District of Montreal and Three Rivers, and district of Quebec 6,212 

" Grand Total 87,090" 


tOi LOWEE CAKABA PETITIONS. 

*^ Chairmen of the several County Committees^ who have 
certified the appointment of the agents to the petitioners ; 
. viz. — ^Messrs. Neilson, Vigeb, Cuvillier, Members of 
' tJie Assembly tyf Lower Canada. 


^ ^Chairman cf the Petitioners 

r«A». DB.KIV1EEE8 | in the County rf M^UreoL 

Fran. Ant. La Rocque - - - MonireaL 

REMi DB LA Bruers - - - - County of Kent, 

Lnt. Le RoUX ------ Cotmty efhevMter. 

Pierre Amiot --*---- County cf Surrey, 

Chas. St. Ours ------") ^ ....... 

P. I>. Debartzch ^CinmtyrfR^hel^, 

Hertel Db Routille . . - - County (f BeJ^d. 

Francois Xavier MaIhiot - - County of Surrey. 

Iqnace Raizenne ----- Comnty if York. 

Xouis Roy Portelancb ^ - - Montreal. 

•* District tf Montreal, February 1828." 


Lord Dalhousie has, since the presentation of these pe- 
titionsy been recalled ; and is now on his way to India, for 
the purpose of assuming a military command: a post far 
more fitted to his character than a civil situation. 

Under the present Governor, Sir James Kempt, a£Urs 
have taken a more favourable turn ; and I will close this 
shorth sketch of Canadian history, by stating the result of 
the labours of the last session of the Provincial Parliament, 
so far as we have been enabled yet to learn them. 

Seventy-two Bills, of the greatest importance, have been 
passed, having received the Govemor^s assent Among 
these Bills are, Jirst^ one providing for the payment of the 
arrears of the year 18% ; and, secondly^ another providing 
for the expenses of the current year : this last having been 
passed upon the same prindple as that of the year 18S8'^ 
viu* the money is voted in chapters, as we have t&nhet^ 
explained, upon condition that fifteen days after the next 
meeting of the Legislature, accounts of the monies disbursed 
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sbaU be rendered to the House, This i^ uiido^btedlx» ^ 
mse provision : but we cannot avoid^ expressing our surprise 
at the fact, that the Legislative Council, composed of the 
very same members during the whole time, should, in 18S5, 
indignantly reject this Bill ; in 1826 assent to it ; in 18S7 
reject it ; and, in 1828, again accept it. This single state^ 
ment proves the ipfluence of the Executive Council over the 
Le^slative. 

Six other Bills also passed the House of Assembly and 
the Council, but have been referred to His Majesty, for his 
approbation. It is to be regretted that two important Bills, 
connected with the administration of justice, failed in. the 
Lower House; one of which was iptroduced by Mr. Viger, 
and entitled a Bill of Judicature ; the other, introduced by 
Mr. Vallieres de St. R^*, respecting the qualifications of 
justices of the peace. 

. The House, during this, session, has exhibited a great 
degree of liberality in all its grants of money, having voted 
£.200,000 for general improvements. 


Sis ExcMmey Sir James Kempfa Spaech, in proroguing 
the Provincial Parliament ^ Lower Canada, on the 14#i 
. gfJfarcA, 1829. 

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
" Gentlemen of the House qfJssembly, 

^^ After so long and so laborious a sesaon, it.afFcHrds me 
great pleasure to be enabled to release you from any further 
attendance in the Provincial Parliament, and to convey to 
you my best thanks for the great. diligence with which you. 
hi^ve (discharged your le^slative duties. 

^^ Your labours have been ^ productive of a variety 4xf 
upeivA and important Acts„ whidi you have presented -to. me 
J&ir Hiff Majesty^s assent f and I notice, with peculiar aatis^ 
fc , .. . . . '. ' • -* 

. * J^ow judge f(ffth«cU«trict of Three Bi?eB. m*. 
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faetion, the liberality of the appropriations for many objects 
of great public interest^ calculated to promote the general 
welfare and prosperity of the province. It will be my 
earnest endeavour to see that monies so liberally granted 
are faithfully and judiciously applied to the several objects 
they are intended to promote. 

•* Gentlemen of the House of Assembly^ 
^< I thank you, in His Majesty^s name, for the supplies 
which you have granted in aid of the revenue, already un- 
appropriated by law, for defraying the expenses of the civil 
government, and the administration of justice. 
" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council^ 
** Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
" Several measures of public importance have come under 
your consideration, in the course of the present session, 
which the pressure of other business, and the want of time, 
have prevented your maturing; but I feel persuaded that 
they will engage your early attention in the next meeting of 
the Provincial Parliament. 

^^ I had entertained a hope, that the inhabitants of the 
province would have been relieved from any inconvenience 
to which they may be subjected, under the ordinances now 
in force, by the passing of the Militia Bill ; and I cannot 
but express my regret that it has not taken place.^ 


It is to be hoped that the same good understanding will 
continue to exist between the Governor and the people, and 
that he will be able to remain equally independent of the 
Executive Council, and act according to the dictates oB 
common sense and. common honesty, rather than in oompli^ 
ance with the interested views of that, hitherto, alUpowevfu) 
body. This, however^ must of necessity be c»ily a teaQpcmnry 
remedy: that whidi we shall hereafter propose will be of 
a much moie pemnanent nature ; depending, not upon <ir^ 
eomstances of the moment, nor upon individual character^ 
but grounded upon the principles of human nature, which 
are the same eternally. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Character^ Manners^ Customs^ Industry, «m{ 
Religion of the CanadicoM^^French Population — State 
of the People — Agriculture — Food — Clothing-^HoMta* 
tiane — Amueements of the People — Their Character. 

Hating giyen what I believe to be a correct, though, I 
fear, somewhat general, account of the political affairs of 
Lower Canada, I proceed to lay before the reader a descrip- 
tion of the manners and customs of my countrymen. This 
task I have not undertaken from any feelings of partiality 
or vanity ; nor, in fact, with an expectation of gaining the 
good will of my reader by attempting to please him: the 
subject indeed will, I suspect, hardly be found one of mere 
amusement, the end in view being not so much to give a 
fively picture of a state of society difiering from oiir own 
here in England, as to convey a correct conception of the 
country and its inhabitants; and endeavouring, by that 
means, to make the English public completely understand^ 
both the observations already advanced, and those which 
I intend to hazard respecting .the remedies for the evils 
which, so l(»]g have beset the government of the country; 
On a matter wherein many have already exposed themselves 
to criticism, it may be thought presumptuous in me to speak ; 
audi indeed, I frankly own, that it is with great reluctance 
that I have luidertaken to do so: I know full well, that, to 
describe either an individual or a people, without wounding 
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80196 {4^4ovep ia. utterly impossible; the necessity of tbf 
thing, however, has induced me to brave this danger, and to 
attemj^ to paint in his true colours the so often calumniated 
and caricatured Jean Baptiste*; to show that the Canadia^9 
are» although of French extraction, not French, nor evei^ 
Iroqwis, nor Germans, nor English, nor Scotch^ nor 
Yankeefi, but that they are, assuredly, Canadians. 

^^ Qu'est-oe que les Canadiens ? L^histoire dira,, sans doutj^ 
quGi ce aont des sujets Britunniques devours et fid^es, qui 
dflXM ui^ temps ou toutes les colonies voisines se separnieot 
de Tempire d'ou elle^ tiraient leur origine, sont seuls demeur^ 
MAach^s* a eet empire, quoiqu^ils nVn fussent membres q^e 
dfipuis quetqueB aonees et par adoption ; que depuis ils on^ 
iqvui^ablement soutenu leur gouvemement, et quails out 
rpfffxiii le plus grand courage a le defendre. L'^histoice 
dira de plus que le plan constant des ennemis du pq^y^, q. 
ete d'en reduire les habitants k la nuUit^ politique la pli|9 
oompli^te, et de les .faire passer pour des ignorantsf ya^ 
capables d'^avoir part aux a&ires, et de tScher, par tou^ \^^ 
majrens possibles* de les* an^ntir. La mere patrie egt^e 
QQupable de ces attentats oontre le .plus paisible des peviples? 
n est >aise de dire que non, porceque nous savons que tons lei^ 
plans, tous les pr^ets dont on nous a menac^, ont prit leuv 
origipe au milieu de nous ; et que quand on est parvenu k 
suqpendre la justice de rempire JBritannique, ce. n^A, ii& 
quVn le trompant, et en lui fEusant voir nptre avantage df 119 

* I hmt here, not having the dfcad of criti<iisBi befon- knf eyefi, la^iaddi 
tiM vae ^ a provincud epithet, Jean BapHt/^ is uwdi wiiM^ n^fevenceft^r^HI 
Cenadian people, as is John Bull with reference to the English. 

f In visiting Scotland last summer, I met, on hoard one of the steam hoats7 
Captain Basil Hall, on his return from America. As he had visited Lo^ei^ 
O^aOB, I did not (idl to aak his opinion of tfiat aottntry. *' Ohl'* a«dJri^ 
'^it IB ft vciy fine co«ntry« but th^ poopk «jro very, ^gnorfvi^; J am pM^ff^ 
BjMn Tff d, . that the greatestpart of the representatiyes in the House of Assembli' 
* cannot even sign their names." Such is Captain Hall's information respect-' 
ing Lower Canada ; I only hope, for hii oWd sake, iMt what he htt jittt ncm' 
laid before the public, respecting the United States and other parte of Norlii 
America, is more substantiaUy correct 
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des projets destines k transporter nos drmts et nos propridt^ 
aux auteurs m^mes de ces prqjets*.^ 

The climate, the wild country which they have inhabited, 
and, at first, their continual communications with the 
MorigineSj have had powerful effects upon the character and 
halntudes of the great body of the Canadian people ; and in^ 
those portions of the country which are ntuated at a distance 
from the cities, the manners of the inhabitants resemble 
more particularly those of the clnldren of nature who were 
originally lords of the country: But in a country long 
possessed by the French, it is not surprising that the usages 
now in vogue should bear a strong similarity to those of 
France ; in the building of their houses, in the distribution 
of the apartments, the same taste, the same elegance (if I 
may use such expressions in such a matter) are observed^ 
as sdll are to be found in the various provinces of France,- 
in spite of the great changes effected by the revolution 
The furniture, even, is almost precisely the same. During 
iny residence in France, I failed not to visit a large num- 
ber of the peasants^ houses, and to investigate, somewhat 
narrdwly, into thdr various customs and peculiarities. The 
reisemblance between the interior of a peasants dwelling in 
Normandy, and on the banks of the St Lawrence, was, to a 
practised eye, close and remarkable : with the exception of 
the flooring, which in Canada is always of wood, in France 
of bricks or flat stones, every thing is nearly precisely the 
same; the chimney always in the centre of the building; 
the partition between the kitchen and the large room in 
whidi the inhabitants dwell, at each end of which are the 
small sleeping apartments. ^' Le lit principal, entourr^ de 
aerge verte qui est suspendue au plancher du haut de la 
gsaade salle, par une targette en fer, le b^nitier et petit 
crucifix i la t^e ; la grande table k manger, la coudiette 
des enfans sur des roulettes en bois au-dessous du grand 
Ik, les diff^rents coffres pour y deposer Thabillement du 

* La Mmerve, 23 Avril, 1S27. 
I 
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dunancbe ; Toniement des poutres, la longue pipe, le tulle 
Frangais ou fusil k long calibre, la oorne k poudre, le sac 4 
plomb, etc. etc., m^ont fait penser plus (f luie £016 k la rhu 
dence^de mon ami Jean Gilbeau de St Joachim*.^ 

The ordinary distinctious of rank, as known in ihe several 
Countries in Europe, exist not in Canada. We have not, 
in die strict sense of the word, either a nobleise, or an 
aristocracy of any kind, though many and important are 
the distinctions which are really to be found among the 
people. These divisions or classes, and the halnts and 
manners of each, it is the object of the present chapter to 
explain. 

the most important and marked distinction existing in 
the country, is of Feench and English; meaning, by 
French, all such as were originally, or have, by long dweUing 
in the country or otherwise, become attadbed to the Frendi 
Canadian habits and language ; meaning, by English, such 
as are really English, or have, in spite of their continuance 
in the country, retained a decided predilection for what they 
believe to be English manners, language, tastes, '&c. The 
evil effects of this division among the people will inmiediateiy 
be seen, when I come to explain the characteristics of the 
English portion of the population. 

The French population, included in the description I 
have just ^ven, have, by the lapse of years, changed gready, 
as regards the various diviaons existing among them. The 
early settlers of these, then wild and desert regions, may 
easily be conceived not to have been either wealthy, or nobly, 
bom ; indeed, we have po^tive evidence that they were of 
what are usually termed the lowest — I should say, the most 
unfortunate classes of society. The soldiers of the French 
army were oftendmes rewarded by grants of lands in Canada; 
the adventurous, idle, and desperate went out in search 
of golden fortunes there; and to these, for the purpose of 

* A parish thirty miles helow Quehec, where the Quebec Seminary have a 
fine establishment for the reception of their scholars, hoardert, during six 
weeks' vacation in the summer. 
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providing tibem worthy partners, the goivesma&at dispatched 
a cargo of women. When, by the combined endeavours of 
these various p^sons, the country became somewhat popiJM 
lous and thriving, various famiUes connected with the 
noblesse of Franee were induced to become settlers in these 
new territories, by large grants of land, and the donatives of 
various important privileges. Thus fwble families were 
mingled with the Canadian population* 

So long as the country was under the dominion of France, 
the noUesse formed the leading pei^ile of the country ; diey 
constituted the fashionable sodety in Quebec, and imitated^ 
in the Chateau St Louis*, as far as their means permittod, 
the splendour and ceremony of the Court of VersaiUes* 
When the country was taken by the English, the greater 
pairt of the nobles departed : some, however, remained ; and 
being well recmved by the English governors, and treated 
.wiilb distinction on account of thdr rank, they still shone,^ 
though with diminished splendour, amid the circles of 
Quebec. The forms of the age of Louis XIV* were in 
some degree preserved in this distant land, after they had 
disappeared from the country which gave them birth ; and, 
under the fostering care of the government, protracted for a 
short period the date of thar existence. Causes, however, 
were in opeiatimi, which eventually destroyed this lingering 
influence of the nobility. 

The English introduced among the population a spirit of 
traffic ; they taught them to appreciate the advantages of 
individual wealth, and to feel that a man might be of im* 
portance, even though not descended from a noble race. 
The English traders spread themselves over the country, 
bartered and trafficked with the inhabitants, introducing new 
articles of luxury, and creating a demand for the various 
productions of the country. The bourgeoisie, or ignoble 
inhabitants of the towns, caught the s{nrit,*-*laboured, and 
laboured successfully, to accumulate wealth for themselves ; 

* So the Chateau, or Governor's house) at Quebec, is called. 
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and» beiog a frugal and a prudent race, they quickly found 
tbemsel ves possessed of fortunes more than sufficient to enable 
them- to cope with the broken down noblesse around theoi. 
They, therefore, immediately began to compete with this 
fading generation^ both in political and social life. The 
nobles themselves, preserving, in undiminished vigour, the 
absurd and baneful feelings universally engendered where 
aristocratic distinctions exist, looked with disdain upon the 
occupation of a merchant. To obtain their own livelihood, 
tfa^ considered a degradation : To live upon the labour of 
others, they deemed an honourable prerogative. In the 
presMit state of afiairs, however, they possessed no power 
to wring from other men the means of splendour or subsis- 
tence ; being idle, they consequently became wretchedly poor. 
The old noblesse^ unfortunately for themselves, neglected 
the education of their children ; France was no longer before 
them as a model to be imitated, or a seminary for instruction. 
Their children could not well be sent to England, inasmudi 
as there no connections existed to forward them in life ; and, 
moreover, the manners of that country bore little resemblance 
to their own. To the Canadian seminaries of inatructran 
they paid little attention, supposing them incapable of con- 
veying that species of knowledge which they desired ; and 
they unwisely neglected to render them efficient. The 
children of these noble families were consequently brou^t 
up in idleness and ignorance. 

The bourgeoisie, in the mean time, having themselves 
acquired riches, sought out for the means of imparting 
instruction to their children. Their own seminaries were 
alone within their power ; and, not being diverted by higher 
aspirations, they contented themselves with improving that 
which they possessed. The rising generation received a £ur 
and useful education, by the aid of the priesthood ; and were 
thus enabled to surpass their noble competitors in knowledge*, 
as their fathers had before surpassed them in wealth. 

• I shall hereafter apeak of the education of the Canadians, and of die 
lahours of the priesthood in that useful vocation. 
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• The- eflfects of this combination of cireninstaiiceB became 
strikingly evident, tbe moment that political struggles had 
to be maintained. When the people thought it of im» 
portanee to have efficient members' in their House of Bepre- 
aentatiTes^ the men of action and education, viz. the bour<^ 
geoisie, were immediately selected ; and the nobles passed 
from the stage at once, and for ever. Their titles are no 
longer known ; and the whole people may noiw be consideffed 
as on one rank or level, in as far as r^ards tituhor disi^ 
tinetions. The descendants of the nobility iEire to be found 
confounded with the poorer classes of the inhaUtants ; and^ 
dieir former ideas of grandeur having long since departed^ 
they oftentimes may be seen serving in their little shops in 
tbe country, and gaining an honest livelihood in this humUe 
avocation. 

The qpirit which took possession of the inhabitants of 
the towns soon spread into the most distant parts of the 
country. Different individuals, as they acquired wealth by 
commerce, purchased large landed property, and introduced 
among their countrymen ideas of greater luxury and enjoy- 
ment than they had originally entertained. The chief 
commerce, moreover, carried on by the Canadian people, was 
the commerce of the interior (that with England being 
dnefly in the hands of British people) ; they thus formed a 
link of immediate communication with the various portions of 
the country. The English merchants and others introduced 
new habits and new ideas from Europe ; these were quickly 
acquired by that part of the Canadian population inhabiting 
the towns, and, trafficking with the English, were again 
tr«idmitted, through this medium, to the country people. 
Added to this, was another powerful cause of the increased 
enlightenment of the whole country : the government, by 
calling the people politically into action, gave individuals an 
interest in persuading the people of the various districts of 
the truth or falsehood of certain propositions, respecting the 
. different topics of political importance ; this induced dis^ 
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ett«idbn, and disGussion knowledge; and thus the general 
inftdlligence of the population was considerably advanced. 
Still, as must necessarity be the case where dilfemit degrees 
of wealtii exist, different degn^es of intelligence ate to be 
found in the Tarious classes of the people, though not to the 
same extent as in Eumpean countries. 

By the lirws of the country, the tenure of the land is of 
that sort termed en jief at seigneurie; that is, a lord, or 
mgneur, possesses a right to certain returns over a sperific 
pcnrtion of territory, each portion, thus possessed,- bon^ 
termed a seigneurie. The returns consist, partly in porsonal 
service, pardy in certain taxes upon production and inter* 
diange at the hands of the vassal ; cm the other side, the 
It^, or seigneur, is bound to. perform certton acts for the 
convenience of his vassal*: he must build mills, make 
roads, &c. The returns, on the part of the vassal, are usually 
moderate; and thus, at present, no very great distinctioh 
exists between the class ci seigneurs, and that of vassals. 
Still, however, this is a distinction, destined in process of time 
to become more marked and important. Already there is a 
partial political influence exercised by the seignemrs^'-^x* 
ercised it yet has indeed been entirely for the interests of the 
whole people : the time may come when they will prove a 
landed aristocracy, exerdsing an overbearing and pemicbas 
influence over the fortunes of their countrymen. In the 
present stage of society, nevertheless, all the highest degree 
of intelligence possessed by the people is to be found either 
among this class, or those sprung from the mercantile oom-- 
munity, who, in fact, from their wealth, have been enabled^ 
by purchase, to form the d)ief part of the seigneurs of the 
country. This division of the people into seigneurs, and w^ 
seigneurs, is, as far as regards future consequences, by fax the 


• This, for another purpose, will be more fully explained hereafter. I am 
now considering the matter merely with reference to the divisi&ns of the 
people. 


matt important ditiffion. BOW. €aci8tii]g..aiaoiig tbei»^ Tbu 
^wimm^ however^ which at preset is most marked^is that 
of the people of the towns, and the people of the country ( 
whieh last have a di^nctive name, and are now unive^sidly 
t«f m<ed, par esscellencey lss habixakts. The manners of 
these two classes, though in the main and essential par-, 
tkulais greatly similar, still exhibit many and striking 
differences. The people of the towns, from their oonst«^t 
commtmications with the English and Am weans, haye lost 
Bkany of the peculiarities still retained by the more simple 
people of the oountry : wealth has ii^roduced into the cities 
Eucope^i refinements and luxuries which, to our forefatheis^ 
w€re completely unknown; so that, if we ^e desirous. of 
<ibtaining a true picture of Canadian .miners an(d cu$r 
toms, we must penetrate into the country, and mingle with, 
the artless and unsophisticated inhabitants still to be found 
there* 

Of the various circumstances ccmnected with the habits 
and manners of a people, the most important are, Jirst^ 
the degree of difficulty experienced by them in obtaining 
the means of subsistence; secondhiff the proportions in 
wbicd) these means of subsistence are spread over the whole 
mass of the population; and, thirdh/^ the quantum of 
line means of comfort which the people at large deem requi- 
site to their hapless. Where the obtaining of subsistence 
is not a matter of overwhelming or exceeding difficulty,-— 
where the wealth of the country is spread in nearly even 
portions over the whole of the inhabitants, and where the 
standard of enj03rment is a high one, haj^iness must of 
necessity be the lot of that people. Such is the situation a£ 
my countrymen ; and, from the experience which my travels 
in various parts of the globe have given me, I well know 
that their comfort and happiness, excepting, perhaps, in the 
United States of America, can find no equal ; and that the 
unfortunate peasant of Europe, apparently degraded in mind 
and worn out in body, exhibits a picture of wretchedness, 
which, to the poorest Jiabitant on the banks of the St. 
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LumreDce, woidd appear almost utterly inoonoeiTable, mbA 
upon which his imagiiiation could not dweU without 0ttr|irise 
and disgust*. 

The people, with hardly aa exoeptiDn, Ere propnetora^of 
laud, and live by the produce of thor own Ubour fram thoD 
oWB property. By the law of the country, the property i» 
equally divided among all the children, and bom the araaU 
quantity of capital yet aocomulated in individual handsy the 
divisions of land have become somewhat minute. Among 
the pec^le of the United States there exists a roving disposi* 
lion,'diat leads them, in multitudes, to make new settlemeBts 
ih the wild lands, and thus rapidly to spread 
0vet the immense unreclaimed territcmes which they 
This feding exists not in Canada : the inhabitants, gara# 
itdly, are far from adventurous ; they ding with pertinacity^ 
to the spot which gave them birth, and cultivate, wjj^ iscui- 
tentedness, the little piece of land which, in the division df 
the family property, has fallen to their share. One great 
reason for this sedentary disposition is their peculiar situation 
as regards rdigion. In Canada, as in all catholic countries^ 
many of the people^s enjoyments are connected with th^r re* 
hgious ceremonies; the Sunday is to them their day of gai^y ; 
there is then an assemblage of friends and relations ; the 
fMirish church collects together all whom they knew, wiA 
whom they have relations of business or pleasure; the 


* The settlers from Great Britain and Ireland, however, are fast teaching 
the Canadian people the degree of misery existing in other lands ; the squalid 
appearance, the filth, and destitution of the shoals of miseralile hehi^ 
annu^y imported from the mothet country, are beginning t^ h& fiyniKar'in 
Canada. The constant exhibition of the disgusting spectacle has put ibfi 
existence of this misery in other places out of doubt, though, thanks to our 
good fortune, it is still, and I hope will long be, unexperienced by my 
countrymen. A very ingenious, though somewhat wicked appellation, has 
beeo. given by the Canadians to the poorest part of the emigrants ; they eaU 
them Bos de Soie, from their not having, or never choosing to w^ar, a^y 
stockings. It is quite usual to hear : Tiens, voilii une cargaison de Bos de Soie 
qui arrive f when a great number of emigrants are seen on board of a ship 
coming into port 
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^oMg and old, men and wonieii^^lad ia their iMatgaimiiitc^ 
iklng<lheir best hemes, driving m their gKymi caiiehe^, ipeal 
there for purposes o£ business, love, and pleasure^ Tha 
^uDg hoMantf decked out in Ins most splendid fiaerj, makes 
hb leoart to die maidm whom he has singled out as tha 
dbjeot ^ hjis affectaons ; the muden, exhibiting in her a^oi!!»^ 
meiifc every colour of the rainbow, tb^pe hopes to meet, aofl 
dufoaUer: the bold rider descants upoo, and gives, evidence of^ 
die merits of bis unrivalled pacer* ; and in winter the powers 
of the various horsesafe toed in deigb or caiiole racing.; .in 
sbiart^ Sunday is the grand fete, it forms the most pleaaurabt? 
part of the habitanfs life ; rob them of their Sunday, you jrob 
them- of what, in .their ej^es, renders life most, worthy « of poa^ 
sesmon. Moreover, the people are a pious people, and «Qt 
aa eatraordinary value upon the rUt^ of their ^ligixH^) 
Take diem where they may be unaUe to participate in thea^ 
abservances, and you render them fearful and unhappy* 
The. consequence of all these drcumstances is, th^t tbe 
Xlianadian mjl never go out sii^ly to settle in a wild terri^ 
teiy ; neither will he go where his own reli^ous brethren are 
not. 

A wise Government, under such circumstances, i£ they 
were desirous of having, the country cleared and settled^ 
would have been careful to provide means by ^bich a 
church might have been within his reach, where a catholic 
congregation might have been immediately formed ; lands 
would have been appropriated to his church, and a means of 
subsistence found for his pastor. Our Government has 
done no such thing ; the English established church is 
alone provided for ; its territories may be seen marked out 
in every map ; it has, in contemplation, appropriated one* 
tenth of the whole land of the country ; but that form of 
;^9rship which would alone induce the Canadian popula- 
tion to emigrate is passed over and forgotten ; the conse^ 
quence has been, that few or no new settlements have been 

■ I , 

* The Canadians are peculiarly fond of ambliug or pacwg horses. 
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made by the Freiieh Cbmadtians : the popuhndon, neverdie^ 
kss^ has gone oq increasB^; and, ms no empfoyment of 
Gspital is 6o productive as agiicultuxe, dbe people, of necessity, 
have aiidbdivided the lao^ already cleared. This subdivii- 
»on has, hitherto, had no pereieious oonsequenoeB, as regards 
the eaijoyments of the inhabitants, thej hiaving as mudi 
land as^aheir capital permits them to cultivate ; and thug^ for 
the most part, inferics: soils have not been brought ^into high 
cultivation ; the tifflae, however, must come, if the popula- 
tion go on increasing, when, provided emi^alidn does no^ 
take place, the means of subsistence will be obtained with 
great<difBcu1tj, and the situation <^ the people tntist gra* 
dtmllj' deteriorate^ It is to be hoped that the Governttient 
will endeavour to keep off this evil day, by so regulating 
l&e' distribution of the chorch lands, that the cadiotic-sentl^ns' 
may have their religious wants easily satisfied. ' 

The soils now in cultivation are, for the most part, btgiih|r 
fertile ; and the Canadian farmer, with a few'mdnths^ labour, 
and little skill, obtains all he finds necessary to his ^njcry^ 
ments. The winter In*eaks up about the 1st of May \ tbe 
harvest is finished usually by the middle of October ; and 
the ground is again, by the frost, rendered impenetrable by- 
the beginning or middle df Novonber. The winter th«ff» 
extends from November to May, during whidi time, fe^ 
agricultural employments can possibly continue, the snoW 
usually covering the ground during the whole period. l?fc* 
farmer in the winter threshes his com ; if he is careful, cu^s 
and carries his year's fire-wood, and his fences*. The' 
females of his family, during the same period, card and ^ti 
their wool, weave their cloth, knit their stockings, and mak* 
the mocasins, or shoes, for themselves, thdr husbands, anA 
children : little labour, nevertheless, is carried on during 
the winter; the most part of the time being spent in tJie 
amusements of the country, which we shall hereafter (fescribie.- 

■ J 

* The fences are almost universally made of split wood, arranged iti 
various methods ; dry stone walls are, nevertheless, sometimes to be firand. 


When the spring oomes, there is a general rulh <rf basia^sB :< 
a few days, nay, often a few hours, changes the whole face 
of the country. The river, which was a white and even 
sAeet of ice, covered with snow, suddenly breaks up, and 
assumes life and motion ; the snow, under which the whole 
earth lay buried, disappears as if by magie ; the tepid am 
ci summer succeed at once to the biting gales of their 
almost pcdar winter ; vegetation bursts abroad ; the suaamer 
birds at once make th^ appearance ; and the country is 
suddenly transformed from a polar to aknost a tn^^oal 
scene. 

• To the farmer of England, aocustotned to the gaidenhlike 
ciilttvation of his native country, Canadian farming appearS' 
dovenly and unskilful ; but this spedes of rough agriculture 
» founded, in some measure, upon correct principles. Up 
to a certain point, an increased outlay of labour, on a ^ven 
portion ci land, is repaid by a more than proportionate in- 
crease of {HX)duction: beyond that point, however, the increase 
is proportbnately less ; and, therefore, beyond that point it 
ought not to be outlayed, unless from any circumstances 
(such as an exceeding increase of population, for example) it 
iS' requisite to go to infiericar soils. Eurq)ean farmers are 
apt to judge of agricultural profits by the number of bushels 
derived from the' acre ; this, however, is an exceedingly 
jEallacious criterion : the correct method is, to estimate the 
labour expended, and then estimate the produce of that 
kbour; and it will be found, as by expeneoce I have 
learned, and could have discovered by reasoning, that a 
partial or less complete cultivation of a large number of 
acres, returns a much greater produce to the same labour 
than could be returned if the labour had been confined to a 
small number of acres. In the latter case, the farm would 
piesent a more thriving and striking appearance, and the 
crops of the farmer would seem more abundant ; his labour, 
however, would not be so well repaid. In Canada, the large 
quantity of land, in propcHiion to the number of the in« 
habitants, renders it unnecessary for the people to have 
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i^Ddarse, except in peculiar cases, to inferior soils; and in 
no cases is it necessary in the same degree as in Englaad^ 
The consequence dien is, that the high cultivation whicb 
in England we are compelled to pursue, is in Canada not 
only unnecessary, but would actually prove injurious- to the- 
farmer. While saying this, 1^ it not be thought that I am 
an enen^ to agricultural improvements; to supericHr skzU 
in applying such portions of labour as are requisite to call 
nito action the first and most productive powers of the soil ; 
I am derirous merely of combating an erroneous principlcv 
and of pointing out the right criterion by which to judge of 
vehitive agricultural excdyience. That English neattiess 
diould be further introduced into the habits of the Canadia&B 
•8' highly desirable ; «)d that a higher degree of cultivBtkm 
than at present exists should also be attempted, camot ht 
denied. t 

The agricultural implements are, for the most part, rude 
And ill-contrived ; a good plough, or a good harrow, is a 
thing hardly to be found ; the scientific rotation of carope 
is utterly unknown, and might be introduced,- to the great 
benefit of the country. Unfortunately, the En^ish who 
have endeavoured hitherto to instruct the people, have been, 
for the most part, a narrow-minded race. Introduced into 
a state of completely new circumstances, they have been 
unable to adapt their knowledge so as to suit those (»roi|m^ 
stances: they farmed in their own country merely aftct a 
habit or custom, and not according to a principle; to this 
habit or custom, they inflexibly adhere, without refeieiaee 
to the modifications rendered requisite by the diSereace of 
Ornate and social state, and the consequence has hithetto 
been an almost complete failure in all their endeavours* At 
first they have been all English — ^it was their custooi.; 
finding this not to answer, they (after the established 
manner of people of mere routine) have gone as' far on the 
other side, and become all Canadian. ' Had they modified 
their former by their latter experience^ using their ow^i 
greater skill in the application of the power they had M 


eommand) but detennining the quanutj of tke Uiour to be 
enafdoyed, as well as the time of its applicaticxi, by the 
cbcumstances of the country, they might have conferred 
immeasurable benefits. upon the people. Lei me take an 
example. The English and Scotch methods of ploughing 
are greatly superior to that of Canada; superior in this 
way— "With the same physical power, and in the same time^ 
a man, by the English method, will' more completely turn 
over a latter portion of soil. It is unnecessary for me to 
point out how this is : the fact is indisputable. Now, were 
the English farmers to retain th^r own method of ploughing, 
with all its ccdlateral adjuncts, but plough at the time and 
io iSkM extent best suited to Canada, without refevetioe te 
the English iifM and extent^ they would of necessity hare a 
great advantage over the Canadian farmer. So with all tbit 
portion of greater agricultural knowledge, dependent dn 
4hmr superior knowledge of physics and chemistry. Let 
4hem trace the observances or methods founded on ^ sueh 
sci^K^e, back to the principles, or science itself; they will 
^eKk learn how those observances must be modified, on 
•account of the altered state of physical circumstances ; they 
will also learn how they can be modified ; and may thus avoid 
following blindly, and to their own cost, the routine to 
which they have been accustomed; and may turn their 
superior intelligence to their own and the country's ad^ 
vantage. 

In spite, however, oi the unfavourable state of mind I 
httve here mentioned, as existing among the greater portion 
taf the British settlers*, great improvements are dmly taking 
place ; and Mr. Gray (who seems by no means free from 
the prejudices of his class) says, ^^ I remarked some ftrmas 
on tibe Riviire Quelle and du Sudy that would not dis- 

* It mtjr^ weD to mention that, of the settlers that come from the mother 
fcountryj and more particularly of those from Ireland, the greater portion are 
in far greater ignorance of every thing than the inhabitants of Canada. The 
class of persons spoken of in tUe text, as possessing superior intelligence^ must 
not he eonfouttded with the common herd of setders. 
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grace Norfolk tnr Northumberlund'*.^ And' tfaus^ to the ieru 
tility of their soil they are gradually adding the dull of 
Europe; and by this means rendering the business ot ob^ 
taining the means of subsistence even more light and easy 
than before. 

The first occupation of the springs or rather the end of 
the winter, with the Canadian £umer) is, the making of his 
sugar. The sap of the maple tree is possessed of a laige 
quantity of saccharine matter ; and wben^ by loi^ bcnling, 
it is reduced into a solid form, yielda a sugar by no means 
unpalatable, even to an European taste. In the month of 
Aj»il the sun acquires great power during the day, thougb 
the nights are still excessivdy cold : the sap^ which is kept 
down during the cold night, suddenly mounts, when the 
warm sun breaks out; an incision is then made in the tree^ 
and a species of spigot inserted, for. the purpose of con^- 
ducting the sap,«as it runs out, into troughs jdaeed to reoave 
it. This sap, thus obtained, is then boiled until the water is 
all evaporated, and nothing remains but the sugar: tbia 
sugar is famoua throughout North America, and forms one 
of the peculiarities of the various countries included under 
that name. In an economical point of view, it is exceed*- 
ingly doubtful, whether the people be wise in taking the 
trouble to procure it; the same labour might, I think,. iu 
the greats number of cases, be more profitably employed ; 
and the means of purchasing West India sugar more easily 
obtained than can this famous majie sugar itself. The 
people al the country are passionately fond of it, hpwever, 
and look upon.it with the same sort of natUmal feelings as 
an Englishman does his beer, a Scotchman his seonea, or^ai 
Mexican his pulque. . 

The remaining operation^ of the farmier are nearly the swpie 
as in England ; inasmuch as, with the exception of maise, or 
Indian com, the produce of the country is the same. The 
chief peculiarity of the situation (^ the Canadian is^ that whAl 

* Letters on Canada, 
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he' grows is lather for his awn coofumptifm than for the 
purposes of sale. Hitherto, for example, he has grown flax^ 
for the purpose of making the greater portimi of his linen ; his 
a»m is for himself; his cattle are fatted to be, for the most 
part, eaten in his own family ; in short, he nearly produces, 
at (me time perhaps entirely produced, whatever he consumed. 
The intinduetion of English luxuries, however, has, in some 
d^cee, altered this ; tea, English broad cloths and. calicoes,, 
cutlery. Sec., now form part of the Canadian's necessaries ; 
^ough the degree in which he is dependent solely on him* 
self is far greater than that of an Englidi farmer. In his 
own household are made the soap and candles he consumes-; 
his shoes, or mocasins, are chiefly of bis own or his wifSeTs 
manufacture; so also with the greater portion of his clothingC 
This peculiarity, by multiplying the variety of his employ^' 
ments, serves in some measure to increase, his sagacity ; 
though the benefit is more than overbalanced by the loss of 
time necessarily attendant on this want of division of labour. 
Upon the whole, however, it may be safely asserted, that the 
means of subnstence are, by the Canadian, easily obtained ^ 
his labour extends but through a part of the year; and, 
during that period, it is neither painful nor exi^snve. 

The comforts of the people, if compared with any other 
nation, are wonderfully great; that food, ftom their French 
habits, consists, not of animal food to the same extent as that 
of the richer English, but is, nevertheless, nourishing and 
abundant No griping penury here stints the meal of the 
labourer ; no wan and hagg^ countenances bear testimony 
to the want and wretchedness of the people. I may say, 
I believe, without exaggeration, that, throughout the whole 
Canadian population, no instance can be found of a family 
uaiprovided with the complete and comfortable means of 
subsistence; the food, indeed, is oftentimes coarse, but 
always wholesome. From the length of the winter, it is found 
necessary to kill in the autumn such stock as is intended f(Nr 
the winter's food ; a great portion is immediately salted,-— 
some part is frozen ; and thus, though during the early part 
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of the winter and the latter part of the summer, the popu« 
lation live on fresh food; still, for a great portion of the 
year, their chief animal food is salted. With a little care, 
however, this might in a great measure be obviated. 

The other portions of the food of the people might, with 
little trouble, be greatly improved ; cheese is almost unknown, 
though finer milk could not possibly be found; the butter, with 
the exception of that of Eamouraska, is generally indifferent ; 
and the bread is far from being perfect. The absence of 
cheese, and the general indifference of the butter, arise* chiefly 
from a want of knowledge ; the badness of the bread is, by a 
number of persons, attributed to the bad state of the mills, and 
that for want of competition. In my opinion it is not correct, 
for I believe that our mills, generally speaking, are in excel- 
lent condition ; and every one knows that, by the law of the 
country, the hahttant has the power to oblige the seigneur to 
keep his mill in the best possible condition ; and if he, the 
seigneur^ neglects to do so, the habitant is then at full 
Uberty to go to the neighbouring mills, which circumstance 
establishes at once the competition necessarily required. It 
is a remarkaUe fact, however, that while the American (that 
is United States) flour is fine and white, that of Canada is 
rather coarse and daric, although, it is asserted, more nou- 
rishing* Some persons, as I said before, attribute this to the 
absence of competition in the business of grinding their com ; 
but when I tell them, that the American wheat, ground in 
our mills, makes as fine flour as when ground in Americaa 
mills, what will they say ? The seigneurs, it is true, appa- 
rently possess a monopoly in this matter : the vassal is obliged to 
have his com ground at the mill of his seigneur; the seigneur 
consequently (say some), is not particularly careful as to the 
quality of the flour he produces: they must be aware, however, 
that the vassal is alive to all his rights, as well as the seigneur, 
and that the least neglect on the part of the seigneur would 
be a sufiicient pretext for him, the vassal, to leave his mill. 
However this may be, it is to be widied^ that all the means 
of improving the staple of the people^s food should be devised. 
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The priests could hardly find a more worthy and useful avo- 
cation, than instructing their congregations in a more skilful 
and wholesome method than that now practised, of fermenting, 
or, as it is technically called, raising their bread*. Leaven 
is now generally used for this purpose ; and the consequence 
is, that the bread, throughout the country, is universally sour. 
A more wholesome mode might easily be devised, which, 
•while it required no more trouble and expense, would mate- 
rially, and, in a most important degree, improve the comforts 
of the people. 

These apparently trifling particulars, when investigated, 
will be found to have no mean influence on a people^s hap- 
piness. Though these evil efiects be not great in each par- 
ticular case, yet they are constantly recuning ; and thus, by 
their multitude, they more than compensate for their indi- 
vidual insignificance. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances (which I mention in 
hopes of contributing to a reformation), the situation of the 
Canadians, as regards their food, is one of great comparative 
comfort The gardens, which are almost entirely cultivated 
by the women, supply, in pulse aad vegetables, a large 
portion of their aliment. Fish is easily procured, from the 
numerous rivers, in an abundance and size which, to an 
European sportsman, would appear so extravagant, that I 
shall attempt no description therec^. 

Spirits, unfortunately, form a large proportion of the 
drink of the people ; and here, again, the salutary instruc- 
tions of a benevolept priesthood might be eminently useful. 
I do not mean that the priest should indulge in constant 
anathemas against rum, and whiskey, and gin : anathemas 
frighten people, and diminish even the poor pleasure derived 

* No country is better suited to the growing of hopfttfaan Canada ; and the 
most wholesome and best-flavoured leavening matter can be made with ea«e 
from bops. Beer is made only in Quebec and Montreal ; yeaat, therefore, can* 
not be obtained by the population generally, but could be xpade,' neverfheless, 
if hops were grown for the purpose. 

-X 
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fi^om: debauchery;' but they do not c\xte the evQ: fo a 
cfiniate of si^ch intense heat and cold as that of CanafUti 
there is^ of necessity, a constmit craving for some stimulant 
to be lulled to the stomach : the stimulant within the reach 
0{ the people is spirits; — ^they therefor? 4iink sfttrits. If 
some other kind, less pernicious, were given tq them, they 
might, with a little persuasion, be made to adopt it?; £f 
inalt liquor, for example, were introduce, the whole popu^ 
Mtion might eaaly be induced to substitute it for spirits. 
In a country where com is so cheap and hops might so easify 
be grown, beer might be madeat an exceedingly Ipw rate; 
fmd its cheapness would quickly lead the inhabitapte to usfe 
|t universally. More might be done, in a few years^ tb 
imprpi^ the morality and happiness, of a people, bysp^etfie 
directions and advice of this description, than, can be effe^tcii 
in centuries by vague declamationa Against vice, or> rfaeu 
torical laudations of virtue. . To lead any. people, wemt»t 
Address ourselves intelligibly to their understandings; but 
a rude people can only understand particular precept»>^ 
precq>ts pointing out specific evils, and explaining the raodea 
of obtaining specific benefits. The benefits idso must be 
such as they can appreciate ; th^ ought, for that reascoij to 
be immediate. Now^ the evil effects of ardent spirits are 
manifest to every man ; mpre part^qularly are they so to any 
who has travelled in Nortib America. The inhabitants know 
jdl the mischiefs derived from their use, but still they feel the 
necessity of a stimulant ; and, hpwever painful may be the 
consequence, they must use th^ only one generally afforded 
them: give them another, less powerful, but quite as 
«0^tive, they will perceive and understand the ben^ts to 
be, derived. from it; and, understanding and agreeing, widi 
their instructor, they will quickly follow his precepts. 
. While the Canadians are thus umversally well suppfied 
with food, they are equally fortunate as to their clotbkig 
and their habitations. Till lately, the chief clothing of the 
population was wholly of their own manufacture ; but the 
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^i^Qe$s^of Englifidb goodb hmy im^ma^de^mei miatsed 

a partial use theceoC Cailadian doth is^ hotv^er^^ . etiU 

almost universally used ; and the gray cctpoi of the habiiafU 

16 the characteristic costume of the country. This capat is a 

large coat r^aqhtfigto tjhf^ Ip^; andis bouiid round tte 

waist by ,a a)«h ; which sash isi us^ialiy -the. ga^eBi part of tbe 

Canfidiati^s idnQSs^' exhihuting, ,usuailyv enrerfr pmiUe br^ht 

colovir withia the pow^p of thedyer^ ^This^rwith a straw 

]^at in summcrr, a^hmnei frmgcixt a^fur cap in winter, anAi 

fMiir of mocasins made out of sole leathery'iacai»pletefth& dreds 

pf .the. peasant*. The. women are clothed" nearly after th^ 

fariijdn ofaiFceach peaisant ; w cap, in. place:: of a^bonne^ 

fWith' a dark dotb or eluff ' petticoat, a- jacket (manidet) 

fmMtitnsi of<a diffin'entcokmr, and moeasins^ the' same as 

IhifStt of . the ' nen^ fotm. thdr ..every*dayl dresa^ On' the 

£tmdi»|r, thiBy' ase^ gaily^ altired, xsbie%) after the Engliisfa 

M»oi^ with only/ this .i^erende : wfaorei th^ EngUsh iweaxa 

tee, tbfi Canadian gtii - wears hdff a '^ozen txiaars. : Hercr, 

aa-^it the duie of tlMgir;food^ nd |ieDury:is manifeat; an 

^tieee^ng ^ n«afoess it) : their p^raoos^ ravd-oleaiAiiesSy^that 

fy^t i^mkie t^comhrtt jmi^ tbe^. people lo beabofsethe 

inBmm^ of wtat; and to be; in that' state of «ase wliiiA 

flmnits .tbantito pay due. attenlaon^ to decency of extemal 

Appear ance.' , ■ . • ., : ,i.- ...: 

'. . Qi: the .baUtatidmi of. the people I' have^ almady spoteoiv 

It ^k^imppssiUeH-t-perhapB it would aho. be imneoessaity, to 

giive- a> nuniHe' descriptiDn of tke sort of hguaeS' which -d^ 

fatmiiig population generally .inh,abil} ; suffice* it to .say ^ that 

thejF aee genendlgr ^constructed} of wood; though, as 4jie 

|Afmeiti)ecQnie9 riok^ he^afaaostinvtt&blyobang^dthia wooden 

f(Hh a stone house;. , F<Nr the number of the inhabitanti, 

they are usually Javge and codmiodibu^ Iti ttbeaufiitair, 

from being low, they are generally uneotttfbriliMy wftrW^t 

and in winter^ by the: aid of/a^ slx>iw,rthey av^'F^tNlered 

compleldy oninhabitaUa by> an Shitopekn. The ^^l^sif^ 

liaddtr in whick that Qaaiadiani bres, witUn^d^W, ia^uffieieliiC 

tor kiU any ' one^^ tiot . fftxm hife infancsy^ aticustotned^ to that 
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tempMttufef . Without dgorB, Jiowerer, the habUmni beam 
^Mth eoae the piercing cold of the winter blasts,-^ 

" Breasts the keen air, and carols as he goes ; " 

iHien any one, not a CaniuSan, wmild be compelled to take 
every possible preoatition against its painful influence ; and 
he passes, with impunity and without pain^ from his house, 
in which the temperature is above ninety degrees of Fahren- 
heit, into the open air, oftentimes twenty-five or thirty 
d^rees below zero. 

The houses are seldom of more than the ground floor; 
they are constructed sometimes of planks, sometimes of solid 
trees, and are universally white^wasbed* They are general^ 
surrounded by a scrambling sort of garden, in which there 
are quantities of fruit, vegetables, and flowers ; but in whkh 
the beautiful neatness of an English garden will be sought 
for in vain. The fence ii? formed of coarse pieces of split 
wood; the walks are but tracks traced of necessity, and 
without much reference to order; and die whole, though 
it yields abundance and comfort, yet adds little-to the beauty 
of the scene. It is almost entirely under the management 
of the women, who using, in place of a spade, a species of 
heavy hoe, called a piochty may be seen labouring with 
laudable industry during the parching days of summer, each 
in the little plot of ground she designates her garden, careless 
of the burning influence of the sun, and ignorant that, in 
other countries, the toil she undergoes is deemed beyond 
the reach of female strength. In the United States of 
America^ -at least in the Northern and Eastern States, such 
a right is never seen : there the women take litde or no part 
in the out-door work of the farm ; and seldom appear abroad 
without a sun bonnet, to shade their beauty from the scorch- 
ing rays of the sun. 

Although neatness, at least English neatness, is not to 
be found in the halntations of the Canadian peasantry, 
per&et cleanliness is every where apparent ; and, added 
to this comfovtaUe quality, an unstinted su£Seiency of tbsf 
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taiiotis ardcks of furniture required for a comfijrtcible 
minage. Beds in abundance ; linen, and all the zequisite 
culinary utensils: all that are really wanted are there. 
Again, here, as in the circumstance of food, a high degree 
of comfort and enjoyment exists; and though the means' 
nay, to a delicate European, appear somewhat rude, the 
grand end of happiness is completely obtained. 

I mention the amusements of the people, not with any 
intention of venturing to give a description of them, but- 
with a desire to point out the state of comparative comfort 
which those amusements evince. 

s Few of these are pecuUarly characteristic, except those d 
the winter. I have already said that the winter is chiefly 
i^nt in pleasure; and that the greater part of the 
population, at that period, cease from serious labour. The 
obief pleasures of Uie inhabitants consist at this time of 
cariqlmg and visiting each other. As the people live, for 
die most part, each on his own farm, the distance between 
neighbours becomes oftentimes too great for a pedestrian 
to go over with <;omfort ; the snow lying on the ground for 
at least five months in the year, would also render walk- 
ing unpleasant : a cariole, or light sleigh, is therefore 
universally used* Church-going, visiting, purchasing, in 
dbort every journey, whether of pleasure or business, is 
performed in the cariole. Every himex possesses one, 
sometimes two or three ; and the farm^^horses, being exceed- 
ingly active and light, draw his winter carriage. The 
whole of this is evidence of great plenty and comfort :-«^tfae 
horses must be fed for many months, at no smaQ cost ; and 
might, if th^ masters desired, be profitably employed. 
The cessation from labour also, during the greater part of 
the period, is another proof of the easy circumstances of the 
people : not only is there a cessation from labour, but 4 
constant round of parties, and dancing, of which the whote 
people are passionately fond. At these parties, abundance 
of good things is always manifest. The people assemble not 
merely to see one another, but with a serious intenttoaof 
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enjoying themselves ; and to this enjoyment they ^sely 
deem eating to be' an i^bsoliitely necessary adjunct. Heahlrfr 
and robust as they arfe, it may eaaly be presumed, that the 
guMitity of the viands is an essential particular. Tfaeit 
eating, like their dancing, is no mock proceeding; they 
dance with spirit, and they eat with vigour, Again^thia 
is evidence of plenty. " 

At their weddings the same custom is prevalent ; a dance 
and a feasting always succeed this happy event; and not 
only one dance and one feasting, but, most probably, a 
dozen. The whole bridal corfige in a long string of coiSi&Adf 
if in summer, of cariales m winter, pasang from house to 
house; and each night, for, perhaps, a fortnight, renewing^ 
with unabated vigo^r) both the eating and the dandng. 

Thu9 passes th^ winter; and with the simimer Idbour 
rieturas. The out-door sports of the English have no pand<* 
kl in Canada ; cricket, foot-ball, and the various gymnastic 
sports, are there unknown ; and the summer is almost 
entirely passed in labour. There is one exception, however, 
I am unwilling to pass over — this amusement has indeed 
immediate reference to gain, as it consists mJiMng. The 
miethpds practised in the various parts of the country being 
spm^wb^ pecqUar, may, perhaps, be worth describh^g. - In 
(he spring, , the fish usually rqn up into the thousand tmaQ 
creeks (in England they would be called risers), whidi'ifaU 
into the St. Lawrence ; these being oftentimes shallow, pemk 
a man to wade across and along them ; one carries xbuniile 
of dry pine or cedar bark sphnters lighted, and iwd as a 
torch.; another follows with a barbed flfiear, having a luoidte 
eight or ten fieet long, and, by aid of the toi»h4ig)it, he 
Is enabled tp s^ the fish as they lie along the botl«Sb 
of the stream; which fish he cautiously approaches; aad 
transfixes with his spear: when the water is too deep far 
him to wade, a canoe is procured; a light iron grate is 
placed in the bow^ anid filkd with dry pitchy pine s{dAiters, 
which blaze vehemently, and cast a briglit and ruddy glow 
through the wat^, to many yards distance. The fish^ as 
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before, aSue by this means discovered lyings at the bottom of 
the stream, and are caught in the same manner. Great 
dexterity is often evinced in the management of the spear ; 
and I have often seen fish of four or five feet in length 
caught in this manner. In the oalm evenings of summer, as 
the night comes gradually on, canoe after canoe, with its 
bright and ii^ving light, may be seen putting »lently from 
du>Te, aaid gliding rapidly and noiselessly along the stUl aiid 
glossy river; with one touch of the paddle the carioe is 
impelled to the itpot pointed out by the gesture of the spears^ 
mlEin, who| waiting till the fish be within his range, darts his 
Weapon with admirable precii»on upon the devoted pr^, 
lifts it as quietly as possible into the canoe, and proceeds 
onward in search of further sport. The water of the 
Su Lawrence, clear beyond that of almost all the rivers I 
have seen, is admirably fitted for this purpose; and will 
allow a dexterous sportsman to seize his prey, if it be 
tolerably lafge, even when the water is ten or twelve feet in 
depth. There are few scenes in Canada more'peculiar and 
striking than this night fishing. Often have I stood upon 
the banks of the broad and beautiful St. Lawrence, and con- 
templated with rapture the almost fairy picture it afforded. 
The still and mighty expanse of waters, spread out in glassy 
calmness before me, with its edges fringed by a dark mass of 
huge forests sweeping to the very brink of the river ^ and 
the deep purple shade of night closing over all, have, togeth^r^ 
conjured up a scene that has held me for hours in contem-^ 
plation. The song of the voyageur floating over the smooth 
and silent water, and mellowed by distance, has, in my 
imagination, equalled the long-lost strains of the Venetian 
gondolier; the glancing multitudes of waving lights, be- 
Ijring the homely purpose to which they were applied, havfe 
seemed a nocturnal festival; land, by the aid of a little 
romance in my own feelings, have not seldom cheated me 
into half poetical musings. The " garish eye of day,'' 
luckily, invariably dispelled the ballucination by robbing the 
scene of its enchanting but temporary beauty. I would. 
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h9V6«fii^jr<)Q(ninKnd the traLVCjUer, in ihofle di^Omt legioDs; i 
to view tb^ ac^Xk^ in a calm Qight.of June; nod, I doubt not, 
but that in a short tioie he jwill diseover himteif more . 
romantic tliao he deemed^ • 

From what I haveabready stated, it is almost needless foe 
me to say^ that the situation, of the people, such as I have 
described it, is not merely tJie situation of a part but c^ the 
whole. Wealth and comfort are not confined to a few> 
individuals, but the whole mass of the population have 
almost an equal share in the good thioga c^ this woorld. 
The. division of property, by law, has, of itself, rendered 
this almost necessary ; the ease with which the means of 
subsistence are obtained, has also contributed to the savie 
desirable state. Whatever may be believed to be the cause, 
the fact of .the great approximation to equality in pi?oper^ 
is indisputable*. 

From the various circumstances I have mentioned, it will' 
not be difficult to form something like a correct conception 
of the character of the people-j*. 

Free from the pressure of want, and unexposed to the 
temptations created by surrounding li£9uence, they are free • 
from the vices which poverty and temptation engender; 
property is perfecdy safe, both from petty pilfering and 
open attacks. In the country, the doors of the houses are 
never fastened, and all sorts of property are openly and 
.carelessly exposed. In the social relations, also, the same 
direumstance of ease induces, to a great degree, honesty in 
dealing. It is to be remarked, however, that, in a country 
like England, where great transactions are daily carried on, 
great faith is often absolutely required ; this faith becomes 
.extended to less important dealings, and a general feeling 
of honesty is introduced into the intercourse of the people. 
This species of reliance upon faith and honesty, thus gene- 

* ** Ce fut le partage kgel des terres qui rendit Rome capable de sortir 
d'abord de son abaissement ; et cela se sentit bien, quand elle fut corrompue.** 
—Montesquieu, Grandeur et Dieadance des Romaku, 

t See Appendix, No. X. 
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r^led^ k aot prevafeht Ammg the inbabitanitip Df GtttsiAit^ 
ik& cireual6iaaoc6d vvliick gard .bii«b- ta ii not hnvihg -y^t'^ 
aiiseii^: on the other band, they ««' confrplet^ 1re& from'* 
the vice of over-reaching in mercantile tyftnsaetions^ s6' 
comiBon among the people of the United States. In that 
country, unfortunately, th^' have only jufit reached that - 
point x>f knowledge which tells them die necessity of cai^e, 
circumspection^ and ccoistant watehfnhiesS) in all transactions. 
Tbey have learned, that, to save themselves from bang over- 
reached, such care, and doubt are requimte; but they hare ' 
not learned that, not to over-^^each others,, when we are able,' 
is also a great (perhiqps the greatest) assurance against being - 
over^<peadied ourselv^ ; that general habits of honesty ' 
an^ng^a peofde are better safeguarda than the most wak^ul 
circumspection. Tine mereantUe roguery of the Americans 
has, luckily, not hitherto been introduced among the Ca- 
nadian :population: they feel doubtful when trusting others, 
but .they do not practise treachery when trusted. In as* far * 
as regards their dealings among one another, they are de- ' 
cidedly honest; but, from, the circumstances in which they 
haTo.been placed, they have not hitherto become generoifs, 
confiding, and di^nterested. 

In the kindlier affections, they, like all happy people, ai^ 
eminently conspicuous ; though, from bang less rich, they . 
are, perhaps, less remarkable in this particular' than the 
people of the United States. Except in those portions over-> < 
run by the Irish and Scotch settlers, the traveller never - 
meets with a refusal to give him assistance; and, in all parts, ^ 
the distress of a neighbour is promptly^ and, I may say,' > 
generously relieved. No party feelings, no feeUngs of : 
reli^on, no religious or political watch-words or signs, here * 
break in upon the gentle tendendes of the people*. The 
same intolerance of opposite sects is not to be found here as 
in Europe ; I have, myself, known the most perfect cor- 


* I speak here only of the country people : it will be seen hereafter, that, in 
the towns, such absence of bad feelings cannot be made a matter of gratulation. 
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dblity to isxist'between the ^psitBt of t&e pariah and his 
Jewish ileighbour ; and have heaid a sentimental deist openly 
avoir his unbelief brfore the same cletgjmktk, discuss the 
propriety of his opimon, and be on the moat perfect tenns 
of intimacy and good feeling. This, tolerance has hitherto 
led to no ev3 results, the people being one of the most ^ibus 
md detoronis to be found on the face of the globe ; their 
piety at -fhe same time being free from austerity and bigotry, 
lind their decorum from hypocrisy. 

A bold spirit of independence, moreover, reigns throughout 
the conduct of the whole population ; happily, they are yet 
undebased by the dominion of a rich oligarchy ; they hre 
not in fear of any man^s power or influence ; upon them- 
selves only — on tfaehr own industry, do they depend for sub- 
sistence ; and thus they have itot, hitherto, learned !to make 
'distinctions between the welfare of the poor and the ridb ; to 
bow down with abject serviHty before the powerful, and in 
th^ir turn to exact a wretch^ prostration from those still 
weaker than themselves : courteous in their* manners, polite 
in their address, they offend not by rude and rough fami- 
liarity, or indifference to the comfort of others ; ndther do 
they forget their own dignity, even though they be poor ; 
they cringe not, they fawn not, nor are they, like slaVes, 
cruel and oppressive ; they preserve an ^Ven simplicity and 
honest straightfot''wardne8s of manner ; alike free from ser- 
vility dn the one hand and bluntness oil the other. In this 
dircumstance again they differ widely from the people of the 
iTnited States. The Americans, from a desire to "mark their 
independence, thehr freedom from m the jpernidous re^triunts 
of European despodsms, too often forgei the common cour* 
tesies of life. To insult a man t^y sotaaetimes consider an 
effective method of informing him that they are free from 
his control ; just las by cheating him, they believe that they 
saVe thetfiselves froti o^ng over-reached. The Canadian, on 
the contrary, while acting with independence, is polite; 
whilb guarding himself from beeoming a dupe, is honest. 

It may b^ said, and perhaps with truth, that the Canadian 
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'i8*»l«3iag^comnion.toailiiiieiaeaB^ persoos; and we can 
bttrcHy eemAierit a vice, utdenpit Itcd to chiel coMluet ti>- 
wsrdB one atM^her. We, liovre9«rv htme mo duokiag of poor 
cU iMromeii ; na deure ;to biica wiudieB, &c.; supenrtitida,' 
mth jn^ merely mmitipiieft die ptajcKs of thefeadiil petseac, 
wad oecamni la Boniewhat hmsh use of holy water ead^ 
GflmdleB. it nuufyin Esgland, be asked, boir, in a^ catholic 
country, whevem a perfect freedom i» a&6wed<to the cadioUo 
pnesthoed to ioculoatc v every doctfine <wfaich they are able 
to inddcate, a eomplete sabjeolion of tbe people baa not taken 
plaoe, and a. groiiellnig superatitMA and furious bigotry 
lintroduced ? The answer is easy : the cathidic.religicHi isavit 
Estate vefigimi ; its pnesthood are armed mdi no temporal 
power; tbejr use only the inAttencie of the understaocSi^f ; 
aoe merely tbe advUera, not the rulers of. their flocks* The 
eiuatieQee of. many reUgioBs, moreover, aU equally under die 
prolectiQB.of theJawi the 'multiplication of doctrines conse^* 
qvtutni on diss state of thioga^ ;and the mntiiid watdifulnaaa 
e^fer.^aoh t>dier^a conduct also .resulting from it ; all intvo.; 
duce a general itoktndon and nuldness amoi^ die inarious 
priesdnods of the various xdigioDb. The catholic religion 
is, in Canada^ no meoe the instcnment t>f the people'^s degta-; 
dadon, dian is ihequaker i^pon in Penosylvania : but chmge 
the situadon of eaeh^ ereet diem itito state religions, and bddi 
wondd be equally nouous. In die present atuadon of the 
nation, however, the cadiolic priesthood of Canada eodnbtt 
a spectacle that others would do well to imitate; they sre 
laborious in their dudes ; frugal in their living ; decorous in 
their manners; possessed of much intelligence, and some 
learning, they are gentlie, modest, and benevolent Of their 
endeavours in the cause of education I shall speak hereafter ; 
here I only allude to their influence over the people's welfare 
in thrir immediate vocation ; in which, I have no doubt, they 
do as much good as any other priesthood. 

I suppose, when speaking oi the manners and morals of 
the people, it is necesssary to say sometUng on tbe subject 
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<|f cpiiiAti€Qoo; Ifk 4}m F^specW bowev^, tbe Canadiaii popu 
IaUqh^ though peifectly free from any liability to impiitfttion^ 
ai;« yet deserviiig of no very ^eat praise ; the reaaoii brings 
tji^y ase BDctxposed to temptation. Ha{^ly for themselTei 
tliey have not y^t arrived at that state^ in which^ £9r a poor* 
man ^to bring a family into the world is highly improper, and' 
ouj^i to.be tsdnsidered as. a crime* They nuury youo^ ;* 
ace sofajJQGted to no restraint ; and can therefore exemse no> 
Yiitue. Let them be contented with thdr happy lot, and' 
envy not the lEune.derivedfrom martyrdom in flames, which, 
thongh tbey.bum not, nor lacerate the outward form, yet 
too fearfully torture the spirit, and inwardly consume and* 
wagh down the body* 

Crimes of the more atrodous description are almost un^ 
known among us; murder, arson, as well as attacks gelie- 
rally on the person, are seldom heard of. The people axe^- 
for the most part, of a mild disposition ; a broil or fight at 
their meetings of pleasure seldom occurs : and the more fierce 
and deadly passions of our nature are never roused by the 
pressure of famine. The habit of settling differences by^ 
personal colli«i(Hi does not exist among them : the law affords 
the only remedy which they willingly adopt ; and they con-' 
sequently seem, and are, in fact, litigious*. The petty mis- 
chiefs arising from this spirit, however, are more d)an compen*-. 
sated by the absence of all those dreadful scenes which are 
exhibited in countries where the law is a luxury only for the 
rieh; and where the poor man, if he wishes redress for an in- 
jiMry oc insult, must seek it by an attack upon the person of 

f The Canadians, being principally of Norman origin, what William the 
Conqueror said of the Normans may, perhaps, be applicable to them. 

" Foler et plaisier lors convient" 

lis aiment h faire des folies et k plaider. 

Bat it appears to me that the modem description of "the Norman character is 
sttll more applicable to the Canadians : — " U y a dans toute cette race Nox^ 
man^, un grand aplomb,, une faculty de comprehension trds*6tendu, et ce ^^i 
est fort remarquable, k la fois beaucoup de chaleur dans la discussion deli 
intirSts priv^s, et de calme dans celle des int^rits publics." 
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tfaenoibiMkr. . In Fnmoe;iicee'theTi^v«)mi^,tb«')lr^tk;erf 
daeHkig seems to have spread thfrough the'^olef^bpuliilbti; 
l^e milUssrjr sprit gctierated by th^'Trats atfi^datit on thMlf 
imgl^j' regenersTtion, however, was never breathed into the 
French Canadians ; and the Englkh practioe of bowing hai 
noftf hiAerto, become a favourite diversion. Tbe compamtive 
cheapness of i«w, moreover, gives an inamediate outlet tb the 
foagrj pasnons: the slow and deadly revenge of the Indian 
iia» therefore never adopted ; and thus, in spite of being de^ 
rived from the French, governed by the £i^sh, and living 
with the Indians, the people are free from the private png^ 
nnoity.of all of them : this, added to the absence of want^ 
accounts for the almost perfect absence of all the tnore dread- 
ful <^riiiies known in c^er lands. 

When speaking of the education of .the people, I shall hav^ 
to estimate the degree of knowledge possessed by them $ I 
may here, nevertheless, allude to their intellectual character 
generally. To those persons who know the English cha^- 
raster, who understand the spirit of Jiin which reigua 
throughout the whole land, the sedateness, and almost mode 
gravity of the American native must be a matter of surprise; 
The American has not a particle of Jun in his wh(rie compos 
sition ; if he jokes, it is the saddest thing in nature ; if h^ 
attempts to be witty, it is by the aid of Joe Miller: he 
labours in a vocation to which he is unaccustomed, and for 
which he is by no means fitted. There is something of thi« 
sort of discrepancy between the character of the French and 
the Canadians*. A more good-humoured people than the 
latter can hardly be found ; but the sparkling vivacity, the 
vehemence of temper, the tiger-like passion, and brilliant 
fiery wit of a Frenchman, are not to be found among them. 
They are sedate, nay, almost grave ; have their temper under 

'^ I speak here merely of the people ; the edueated clafises of all iiatiBaa% vi 
neoeaaity approximate to each other. There is a greater difference hetween 
an English peasant and an English gentleman, than between the latter and on 
edacaited Parisian* 
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aoQtrolr; «Bd< stSi, ivMiout the g«f Mntity ^f Ae PMadt^ 
are free «ka irmn the fiereene8s> of* then*- ptaskms: They osc^ 
by this 'ineaiMS a happier people, though^ pnrfaapi^ less 
attractive.' Thoo^ shrewdy perhaps I migfatrsaj cuiuii^ 
they esshihit aot the same quickness xji ioitetlect whidi the 
'Freiidi> peasant is possessed of ^ they seue not mdi rapidi^ 
o new idea; havelitde tetct in the managemMit of men to 
thm pu9{)ofltes, not peixseiving the means: of winnkig theiff 
nwjrrfaj the<aid erf ^ other mto^s weakaiesses, and moulding' to 
th^ will the peculiar charaetec^and tteiper of' each; Fefir 
xiftliena'poasesft this sort of power in the;BaiaB extei^- aa the 
Irish, and ia this point the: Irish laod Erench asBamttste'^ 
but the Canadiaa 13 as inoapahle < in thia particulaj! aa«li 
EngUshman or a Sootdiman. It woedd be/a'cumiu |ioiDt 
of intisetigatiop^' to se^q^h. after the cmumaUunor^wlucb^ in 
ibe cases of both Enghsh and Freni^ 'Colooiits^ hwve led to 
these differences of charaoten 

. I shall ha*e dpse my obfleryadops on, the Etend^ popola* 
lien^ and take up the less {deasant peisteof my taal^. viMi :the 
desc^ption of that portion of the peoplev I hal^ apokos^of 
und^ the denomination of Engljfibf . 
^^Qfsu<^. English aa are scattered over the tsomlryv it ia 
unn^eeaaiy tp speak, they being few in mimbep and unia^ 
portant in then: influence. That porl^ of Losiier Canada 
eaUed the Townships, is settfed indeed: by pefssons of Beitafih 
extraction, but hitherto these persons, have taken liibtlepavt 
V> the politics of the country, apdhaiBte formed >no>q9ecifio 
^kss which would require any description ; theisinliefieto^ 
mor^ver, are identical wi^h those of the French CaoadiaMt 
and when they are called into ppUtiqal ei^istencd, they will be 
found, I have no doubt, n^uiQh move stubborn and nm 
tractable than* the Canadians^ In the towns^ boweiiev^ thl^ 
matter is widely different ; there the persons who call themi- 
selves English form a distinct and powerful* class ; they 
hbld the chief offices of the state ; possess what are there 
conadered large incomes; make, consequently, a great dia^ 


^gbfj; asdi^ the fasfaiaiiyaapd gure ti»«;rQigQiog tooe^toaooiely);; 
time are the people of whom I amj:iow.tofiqp)eak:HT«> < 

, They oqnsUt of two divisioDs^ . diyU and .military.;- 
i^ dvil. invambly dineotiog. the feelings .aad.the o^oduol; 
of; the whole. When the military first qoiae. ampng U8»t 
tliey find certain persoa9 hi^h in office, to wfaomi tbey^ 
deem. U wise to. pay their court; theae. p^r^ons are catbei; 
members of the IJi^utive Cqup^ cr . some immediaibely, 
under their control or influence ; tbese^ then, have the leaa* 
ings and afPectiqnaof. the ExeottUve CottQ«l. Whateset) 
these leaoiB^ and afieotiona ma^ be^ they ar& immeduU^ji 
^souDoed. and oaricatiured by the officers of the army^ wbp^ 
de»iingi.tQ please, the; men mpoweri seek, theil: favouij 
by '((reafting with contempt^ and sometimes with t\s^^ 
ness) .all who hai^e kicuTied their displea^ur?^ It becomea 
Bfcessary fpr us^. then^Cbve, to learn, the £eelingsi of thi^ 
ruling cla^s. 

. If the reader will call to recollect^ the political copduct 
of the Sxecutiye Couneil, he will find li^de difficulty ia 
diBOoveringthe^ persons against whom their ill-feelings ai& 
directed. The whole Canadiim population constitute the 
Injects of thdr hatred^ and that portion whom chance bring(» 
into the towns are subjected to their special contempt anjl 
ill*treatment. A perfect oligarchical spirit, has thus takeq 
possession of the English inhabitants.; they unite and f(H^m< 
a separate society ; deride and scoff at every thing withoutt 
their own mysterious circle; set at defiance every rule of 
oanmion. courtesy with all not within its hallowed boundary; 
serve, by tbar ilLtimed insolence, to weaken the English 
influaice in the country ; and will, finally^ if they persist in 
the sanie plan, for ever alienate the affections of the peopde* 
To enable the seeder to. judge of their proceedings, iu will be 
requisite to look more minutely into the composition of .thia 
^xdu^ve circle. 

It^nsistet^^ for the most part^ of dep^dents on ariston 
eratiojfomiliea.in England; these depend^ints ajne either, 
actually members of the families^ or persons who have n)ad^ 
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themselves s^riceablefin soitie cf die various methods ^ii$h 
society o^rs to that endL UBfortiinateIj.y I think I 'may 
venture to say, it never has been k quality of the EngMsb 
aristocracy ta tresli with beooming courtesy those classes ti 
society who are immediately udder them in rank. To th« 
al^ecdy poqr and io^gfiifieant they wre caoAueeadso^j 
kind; bat to the^ridi and industrtous citizen, who- livaltf 
them in wealth and spleifdoar, and power, and to all w4ijy 
are of his class, though i&ferior, they are, as far as I have 
been able to judge, insufferably superoUiousu Some,'al« 
though very few, young scions of this stock are imports^ to 
Canada, with the feelings of their mee, fresh ihkI uadiedfeil 
by worldly experience; they find there a ckss ytka-mik 
political rivals — a class una4omed by rank <ir tkle^^pbdn^ 
homely, industrious citizens; intel^ent indeed^ hab-vai^ 
tutored in the ways of fashionable life) without the nmBnem 
or pdish of English aristocratic society. Upon -these inen 
they are studious to pour die vials of their supreme* coift* 
tempt. Aping these gentle offshots of a gentle raoe, ttaaei 
the vulgar dependant — vulgar in spiirit^ ib manners, add ill 
intellect ; suddenly mounted into importance, Uessed witli 
unexpected power, he longs for outward and flattering prbof 
of his new dignity : what proof so strong,* so flattering; ifes- 
unpunished insdenee to t|M)Se around him ? But wise is he- 
in his generation.. The higher powers he dares uot-to treiieb' 
upon; for the stripling of some aristocratic house he' has a^ 
species of ingrained vene^on ; from the poor, the weak, anct 
the distressed, he shrinks, as. from contaminatiofi'^^apotf' 
these, therefore, he visits the first iexereise bf his digftity; 
His aristocratic eo-partner in power is equally contemptuous, 
perhaps equally heartless^ equally alive to sinisiser interests $ 
but, nevertheless, he i&i somewhat less coarse and brutal- in hia 
behaviour, ^^^has, during some part of his Kfe, associated' 
with gentlemen; a dash of eourteousness will, at timea,^ 
pervade his behaviour; sDmedmes he will -feel thatrespeeC 
is due, even where wealth and power exist not; bat,'wtlfii' 
the low menial, raised suddenly to distinction^ all is ^^lUUf 
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iflu;: he never, even by a^x^dent, betrays 'one generous 
eeiotion ; constantly aHve to his original insignificance, he 
9Uives to banish the recollection, by continually calling to his 
Mnd.fais piesent altered atuation ; he finds no readier, no 
more pleasing mode than by continisal insult of others. 
Thoi^ many indi^uals sit for this^ portrait, I cannot, for 
veascHis evident to every one, venture upon a specification : 
tbey who know the society will, from experience, perceive 
Ae truth of the picture ; they who kiK>w it not may, by a 
Utile reflection, learn that, of necessity, it 'must be correct. 
X^ef tbem consider who are the persons dispatched to govern 
in^^the various departments of our colonies — let them consider 
lh» state €i Canadian politics which I have described, and 
wdbidb every one allows— -and then let them ask themselves if 
this^ social war is any other than a necessary consequence of 
audi an unfortunate assemblage of circumstances. 
, .As this state of afikirs continues, the spirit which I aoL 
hete deleting is hourly increasing ; not only are the Cana- 
dian population the objects of this contempt, but so also is 
every one, even though English, if not immediately con- 
nected With the powers that be. The members of the 
Government, the officers of the army, and two or three 
fortunate merchants, are now almost the only inhabitants of 
this empyrean region. The feelings that originated in 
p^tieal disputes are now supported and extended by mere 
aristoeratic jealousy ; and as this regards not so much political 
as social distinctions — distinctions in wealth, employment, 
and connection— the system of exclusion is extended to the 
honest and industrious English as well as French. If the 
consequences of such divisions in society were merely sepa- 
rations in their private relations, little serious mischief would 
w^ tberiefrom ; but the evil stops not here : the business 
of Government is carried on in the same spirit ; the most 
insignificant Government official practises the same airs, 
an^.is as insolent and overbearing as his superior. All the 
tr/msactions,. therefore, which of necessity are carried be- 
Vimm the Govcflrnment and the Afferent members of the 
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oommunity at large, are a constant source of vexation ; th^ 
people are offended; their representatives resent the ill- 
treatment, and look with no spirit of goodwill upon those 
entrusted with command. Jealousies, heart-burnings, and 
vexatious contradictions result on all mdes, and the two 
classes of the dty population Utterly hate and idnise each 
other*. 


* For the purpose of exlubidng a sp^men of the conduct of certain 
portions of the English society in Quebec, I vrOlTeUte a few anecdotes; and 
describe the serious conseq^uences of one of them, as tegsaaded the societj^ 
at large : — 

A young Canadian surgeon, on his return from New York, where he had 
taken Ms degree of M. D., had occasion to make application to one of -^e 
government offices. He was received very cavafieriy, as is nearly always die* 
custom ; and, having remarked upon this conduct, be was grievously insulted. 
The young gentleman, not perceiving in his own conduct any thing that 
deserved such treatment, determined to take the only reparation in bis power. 
At a public auction, where a large number of persons were ' assembled, he 
met the incBvidual who had insulted bim; without further ceremony, he adaoi- 
nistered a sufficient dose of chastisement, with the assistance of a small can6 
bought for that purpose. The person thus flogged was in a paroxysm of rage, 
and attempted to defend himself: before he had lime, however, the b3rstanders 
interfered, and separated the combatants ; and the scene terminated, as is 
usual in such cases, by the spectators having a hearty laugh at the ex- 
pense of the poor devil who received the chastisement The affair made 
considerable noise, and our young Esculapius expected a message from the 
gentleman thus publicly whipped. No such result, however, was the conse- 
quente ; and still the person who had been so unceremoniously assaulted 
enjoyed the consideration 6f his society; every effort was. taken to red<|al^le 
all the usual attentions, and every possible means adopted to mark that, in the. 
opinion of his class, his honour had received no injury ; he continued, and 
sUB continues, I believe, to hold several important situations under Govern- 
ment, being even created a Member of the Executive Council ; and the young 
surgeon received no injury but the loss of his cane, broken over the shoulders 
of Ms honourable opponent He was, however, exposed, in appearance, to the 
contempt of the haut ton! 

TMs is one side of the picture ; now I beg the reader to contemplate 
another. A respectable Canadiaik, a married man, having a fiuooSly, was' 
insulted, without the slightest ptovocation, by a you^g ensign, who bad.' 
just reeled out of his mess-room, in a state of intoxication. This insult 
raising the Canadian's ire, subjected the officer to certain expressions, ricMy 
deserved by his insolence. The neaet morning brought a chaHenge from tbe' 
hot-headed youth, which dndlenge the gendeman,- after ' the advilDe df 1M 
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The ^n^^ish societj; thus fonnbg a puUic opijuon oi 
their own, it may efisjijiy be suppose^, tha( the sanction of 
that public is not always directed against conduct which| 
though highly immoral, affects not their own peculiar 


frteads, very ]nro]^iiy refused. The oonieqvettce was, tbat all ikefatkumabk 
persons looked upon him with an unfavourable eye, and would eventually 
have considerably injured his reputation, even among his compatriots, had he 
not called togetiier a public assembly, where he explained the whole circum- 
stances, and fully justified himself in the eyes of every one. It was well 
known, besides, that, in former cases, he had conducted himself as a man of 
courage and concect principle. With his compatriots, therefore, he was com- 
pletely justified. In the opinion of the English society, however, matters 
wore a different aspect ; and, although the Governor, Sir John C. Sherbrooke, 
was marked in his attentions to the Canadian gentlemen who had been insulted, 
a complete division took place. This disagreeable quarrel took place a little 
before the meeting of the Quebec dancing assemblies, of which the Canadian ha4 
been previously named (and, after his general call of the citizens, renamed) a 
manager; the consequence was, that the assemblies were broken up, and the 
Eqglish separated from the French society; and each lived, and I under^ 
staiul tfffi stiU living* so completely divided ftom the other, as ahoMt to givft 
the appearance, rather of |wo hostile nations, than of two portions of ihfi same 

people. 

As a specimen of manners, I quote the following anecdote, from a private 

journal lying before me : — 

" Ayfmt eu occasion de faire quelque application au Governeur-en-Chef, en, 

1826, par 1^ voie de son secretaire militaire {military secretary), et ayant cru que 

je pouvais m'expliquer plus particulidrement avec le dit secretaire si je lui ^tais 

introduit, je demandai & un de mes amis (un des prejniers officiers civils, 

daus la colonic) de vouloir bien av<Nyr cette bont6, oe i quoi il consentit avee 

sa politesse ordinaire ; mais quelle fut ma surprise en paraissant devant ce 

grand personnage (c'^tait un homme de plus de six pieds de haut) d'etre re^u^ 

comme on dit en Canada, ' comme un chien dans un jeu de quille !' Comme 

il s*agissait simplement de faire parvenir certains papiers et documents ^ son 

Ezceltinice, la visite ne fut pas, bien langue,.lui donoant k entendse que je 

n*6tais pas venu pour demander aucune faveur, ni pour me soumettre & sa 

mercuriale, mais seulement pour le prier de transmettre au Governeur, qui 

6tait alors a Halifiix, certains documents sur lesquels je d^irais avoir sa 

r6ponse. II se chargea d'une mamftre brusque et r^luctante de mes papiers, «t 

promit, malgr6 cela, de les Iv^ iaire parvenir. Je quittai Toffice dc ce nouiraau 

Cerbtoe, en remerciant mon ami pour le trouble qu'il s'6tait donn^ et qui ne 

frit pas moins surpps que moi de la reception gracieuse que nous avions eu, 

et je retoumai k mon hdtel, bien convaincu qu'nne telle oonduite de la- part du 

secretaire militaire^ ou de tout autre officier public, devalt affectev le caractdxe 

et la popularity du Gouyemeurren-Che^ dans Uea des ow le prevenir eontre 


7^ CHABACTER 0¥ THE iP£OPL£. 

interests,. Want of courtesy is not looked upon as improper 
when the object of insult is a Canadian ; and even in trans^ 
actions depending on the common principles of honeatyi 
their example and influence are pernicious in their effects: 
To be in debt, and refuse to pay the money owed, is highly 
fashionable. Men in the most respectable and lucrative 
offices are deeply involved, and allow actions to be brought 
against themselves without shame or scruple ; and that too 
for the most trifling sums, putting off the actions from 
tjerm to term by every possible evasion the law allows ; and 
never satisfying the creditor till judgment and execution 
absolutely compels them. Men who have salaries of d£^.1000, 
or •P.1200 a year (which, in fapt, is moije than ^^.2000 in 
England), will laugh at, and amuse themselves with the idea 
of having an execution in their houses for the paltry sum 
of ten or twelve pounds ; and yet, should you doubt of their 
respectability, it is high treason against the State. Amongst 
a multitude of cases whidi might be cited, I remember one 
which sets off to great advantage the existing morality 
respecting money transactions. Capt. A. and Mr. B., consi- 
dered among the most fashionable and distinguished per^ 
sonages in Quebec, lived together, and were both deeply in 
debt. When an execution came against Capt. A.^s goods, 
Mr. B. was always ready to claim the property in the house 
as his; and when an execution came against Mr. B., Capt. A. 
was equally ready to lay claim to the same identical furni- 
ture : aqd, yet during the whole of this dishonest proceeding, 
they were received, and received wiih distinction^ by every 
great person in the town. Judges, the high functionaries of 

les gens qui ne sont pas toigours d'humeur k se faire traiter de la sorte sans 
^uelque cause, et lui faire commettre de graildes injustices, ce qui fat daire- 
9ient d^ontr^ par le r6sult8t de mon application." 

, Here we have the feelings of the individual expressed without much care; 
as they rose in his mind, so they are put down ; and .the cause of his dis- 
content is unequivocally stated to be the manner of this public functionary. 
This manner is not described ; in fact it could not be so. ' The look, the tone, 
tbe gesture of insult and contempt, cannot be expressed in words, altibotigfa^ in 
ffict, they are bittei^ly e^tive. . . , 


CHAUACTKIt OF THE FE01PLK. 1419 

the Church and of flie Gpvertiinerit associated with them, 
expressing, and probably feeling, no scrupfes at so doing, 
l^he following colloquy at length occurred, and the remits 
eflfectuaily put an end to this extraordinary proceeding. 

SHERiFys Officer. — Captain A.^ I have an execution 
against you, and come for the purpose of levying upon it. 

Capt. A. (calling up the stairs.) — I say, B., here is a' 
fellow come to seize my goods ; just come dovm and tell 
him these goods are not mina 

Mr. B. (homing descended the stairs ^ a/nd addressing the 
Officer.) — Fellow, these goods are mine; and I order you 
but of my house immediately. 

Sheriff's Officer. — ^Well then, Sir, if they are your 
goods, 1^11 just take them on account of an execution I ha^ne 
against you. — The consequences may be imagined. 
' These things, though they assume a ludicrous appearance, 
are, in reality, serious matters ; they mark a state of feeling 
in the highest degree injurious to the people, both as regards 
their property and their morality. Habits are created amongst 
the richer classes, by the force of example, destructive of 
every virtuous principle. Idleness, carelessness respecting the 
sanctity of engagements, contempt of honest and laborious 
avocationi^, desire of show and of expense, and recklessness 
as to the means of gratifying that desire ; in short, all the 
mass of evil which overgrown power and wealth have ci'eatedi 
in England, are transplanted into our poor and hitherto fru* 
gal community ; and we thus possess all the foul deformity 
of the mischief, without those elegancies which here, in some 
degree, prove a species of mitigation for it. 

What, it may be asked, can be done to remedy the mis- 
chief? Is it not inherent in every state of society, and by 
no means confined to that comer of the earth called Canada ? 
My answer is, that the evils I have stated are not inherent in 
the nature of things, and that the remedy is easy. Whether 
it be so, or not, however, is not here the question ; my inten- 
tion was, to describe the state of society ; and that intention, 
I hope, I have honestly carried into execution : what I saw, 
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I have deserib^ ; and ihe.descriptioD I have given, few will 
be found to eoptradict Some may consider the facts stated, 
not to be mischievous; and thus may deem, that no refonna- 
tion is required : with these I have no concern. To those, 
kideed, who believe that a divided people must be an un- 
happy people ;'who consider that internal discord is a fruitful 
source of misery and crime, the subj^t of the remedy must 
be an interesting topic. The evil, I think, has been shown 
to grow out of political causes ; to arise from imperfections 
in the frame oi the gov^rament ; That which remedies the 
government, therefore, will affect these results. But the 
alterations of the government which I intend to propose, will 
be explained in a separate chapter. To this chapter I refer 
the reader who feeb an interest on the subject ; merely ob- 
serving, that one of the great benefits I hoped to be derived 
fromuthe proposed reform, is the important change that will 
necessarily foUow in the manners and frame of the whole 
todety. 


CHAPTER V, 

Siate of Education. 

EBiTCATtoN, among the people of Lower Canada, and 
particularly in the country, having made but little progress, 
as compared with that of the people of the United States, 
the Roman Catholic clergy have been con^dered the cause of 
this want of advance, and accused of a desire to keep tlie 
people in ignorance, inasmuch as they hope thereby to main- 
tain a command over their opinions and their conduct. No- 
thing, however, can be more false, ather as regards the cause 
ol the little progress of education among us, or as regards 
the feelings of the priesthood ; it being indubitable, that had 
it not been for the arduous endeavours of the Roman Catholic 
clergy, the people would, of necesi^ty, have been far more 
ignorant than at present. To their acUve personal exertions, 
to the seminaries which they have built and superintended, 
is owing whatever knowledge is spread among the various 
ranks of Canadian society. 

The Jesuits, careful to possess themselves of property ia 
every quarter of the globe, obtained considerable estates in 
Lower Canada; (at the time of the conquest, their landed 
domains consisted of about one million of acres;) and built 
in Quebecan immense college, or seminary of instruction for 
the Canadian youth. But as, in 1764, the Order was sup- 
pressed, the seminary of Quebec, originally destined merely 
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to the educadoo of the young priesthood in theology^ was 
directetjd by the clergy to the general education of the people, 
who, by the extinction of the Jesuits, were utterly deprived 
of all means of instruction. 

By virtue of the conquest, and also of a ces^on made by 
the King of France to the King of England, in the definitive 
treaty concluded at Paris, the 20th of February, 1763, all the 
property, movable and immovable, situated in Canada, and 
belonging to the Order of the Jesuits, devolved to the crown 
of England. It pleased the King, however, to permit the 
surviving members of that Order, resident in Canada, to op^ 
cupy certain portions of their former property, and to receive 
cert£un rents and profits resulung from it, for the term c^ 
their own lives. The last of this order, the Bev. Joseph. 
Ca2ot, priest, dying in the year. 1800, the Sheriff of Quebec, • 
in virtue of a writ directed to him, seized, on the part of HiS) 
Majesty, all the property, &c., belonging to the deceased 
Bev. Joseph Cazot, as the representative of the late Order of. 
the Jesuits ; and since that period, the revenues, which, ac- 
cording to Governor Milnes, amounted, in the year ]^1» 
without estimating the property situate in the dties of Que* 
bee and Montreal, to the sum of <£^1S45. Ss, 4sd. per annum, 
have been at the disposal of the Government The reader 
ought to recollect that these revenues were originally destined 
to the purposes of education ; and that it has been proved, in- 
contestibly, that the colleges and seminaries belonging to the 
Jesuits in France, continued, after their suppression, to be 
employed to the same end ; and the property belonging to 
those ^colleges was also directed to the same important pur- 
poses*. In Canada, however, and under the British govern- 
ment, such has not been the destination of their property. 
Their immense college, which, as an English writer "f* acknow- 
ledges, ^^ in its dimensions would bear a comparison with 

* See Rapport du Conuti Special de la Chamhre d'Attemhlie du Bas-Canadop 
nommS pour 8*enquirir de Vitat actttel de P Education dans la Province du Bas-^ 
Canada. 1824. 

•t JVestminster Review^ page 15, July 1827. 
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fthnost My e&Sck itt'Etiglandi dedicated i6 the purposes of 
kistroctiota,'^ has been turniBd ]nto a Im^^ck. Anfd of their 
ifevenues, which have doobdess been wisely etnployed, thoiigli 
their particular desdnation has neV^yet been diiscbvered, 
not one farthing ha« been dlt^ted to the' education of the 
people. With this mode of proceeding the people, however, 
were not well satisfied ; and, according td the Report quoted 
cibove, a petiSdon was presented to the King, in April I79S, 
respecting the application of the Jfesnit^* property ; and the 
jM^priety of again emplo)ang it in the education 'of youth. 
To thiB petition an answer was not returne<f tiH the year 1800. 

' On the l^h of March, 1800, a motion was made in the 
House of Assembly, ** That the House do form itself into a 
Committee, to take into consideration the means of inquiring 
into flic" rights arid pretenaons of the Provinces over the 
Cdftege^f Quebec, and the property thereto belonging.'* 

*Oh the iSth df the saine mbnth, an address was voted to 
His f!^cellency the Lieutenant-Governor of the province, 
praying him to command the proper officers to transmit to 
the House copies of certain tides and documents, and official 
reports, relative to the property lately* possessed in this pro. 
vince, by the religious Order of Jesuits. 

To this address^ the Governor returned the following 
answer : — 

■ • 

" Gentiemen, 
"I find it necessary to inform you, on the subject of the 
present address, that all the proceedings in virtue c^ the 
commission issued on the S9th of December, 1787, with all 
the demands and pretensions touching the property possessed 
by the late religious Order of Jesuits in this province, as 
well as the humble address of the House of Asseimbly, of 
the 11th of April, 1798, have been respectively transmitted 
to the King. That His Most Gracious Majesty has been 
pleased to submit all these proceedings to his Privy Council ; 
the result qf whose determinations, and the order of His 
Majesty thereupon, have been transmitted to this Govern- 
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meDt in lastApcil ; and, ia consequence of this order^ conv- 
aussioDs ba^e been issued to take into possessicxi the wjbole 
of this property, oa the port of the Crown. 

'^'If, after having reflected on these circumstances, thf 
HoUse of Assembly thinks • pr(q)er to persist in the search 
wfaidi^ it has proposed to itself^ I will assent to its demands, 
by permitting to its members free access to all the pi^rs 
i^hich haye already been published ; and, in this case, I will 
give orders that all persons duly authorised by the Assemlply, 
may be admitted to take copies of all titles, documents, re- 
ports, papers, and of all proceedings which have taken plaoe 
in consequence of the commisaon above mentioned, and 
wUflh were deposited -in the registry of the Council, on or 
bdTore the 25th of August, 1790. 

^^ Bi:^ after the information I have just given, the House 
will certainly believe it according to i|;s duty to consider if it 
can^ oompatibly with the respect it has invariahfy manife^^ 
towards its Sovereign, renew any demands on this subject*^'!' 

. The House has certainly been watUing in re^p^d on. Ya» 
rious occafflons since that period, if renewing its demands 
in the most submissive and respectful terms deserves so to 
be conffldered. These applications have hitherto been with- 
out succe&s, though the House has always acknowledged ihe 
right on the part of the crown, to take possession of the pro^ 
perty ; the only question being, whether it were in accordance 
with the perfect wisdom and justice of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, to divert the proceeds of that property from its ori^nal 
purpose — ^a puipose, beyond all others, the most important 
and presfflng. 

.The reader has now before. him a description of the con- 
duct both of the Executive and the Roman Catholic clergy, 
as regards the education of the people, up to this period : 
the one party suppressed an immense and weU-^i^anized 
ini^itution, dedicated to the business of instruction, and 

* Beport qfthe aiwe-pientumfd tlommitteet p, 29. , 
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itp^ropmted to itself the rerenues aet apart 'fof -th«'niidiP> 
tenance of that institution : the other party, seeing thep^gopk 
thus deprived ef the means of education^ immediately etepped 
forward ; converted their own seminary into an establishment 
ibr general education; founded, and have nimitained, in 
tfpite of ail opposition, many other seminari^9 throughout the 
plro^c^, for the same useful pal))Ose. Up to this^ point of 
time, which of these two parties^ I now ask^ has been>the most 
efficient instrument in keeping the people in ignomnoe? 
Whether are we to account for the superior intelligence of 
the people of the United States, by the difSerence in die 
Conduct of their religious instructors, or by the dilfereaoe in 
the conduct of their government P The reader must answer 
this question for himself. 

A proposition was made, by the House of Assembly, to 
establish elementary schools, in every parish throughout the 
province. These schools were to be under the management of 
the people of the separate parishes, and the cur^ ; much after 
the manner now practised in Scotland and the United States. 

The following benefits were supposed likely to accrue from 
this institution :-— 

1. The people would have, at their very doors, a cheap 
education. 

2. The schools being under the control of the parents of 
the children to be educated, the education given would be 
such as the parents desired, and the children needed. 

3. Inasmuch as the schoolmasters would have been under 
the command of the united parents, they would, of necessity, 
have been industrious and circumspect in their conduct 
generally. 

4. Inasmuch as they were to be chosen by the parents, 
there was every probability that they would have possessed 
the requisite qualities for teaching Canadian children. 

5. The same conttt>l of the parents would have given the 
parents confidence to trust their children to the care of the 
teachers. 

To this plan the Roman Catholic clergy vfere warm 
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friends: the Govemtnefit, howerer, t)ppb6ed the pl^; and in 
place of it, established a Royal Instituikm ; the leading 
features of which were, that the teachers should be chosen 
bj the Government, and should be under the control of the 
Government. The institution was formed in 1816, and a 
mimber of persons appointed to direct the formation of the 
elementary schools. The list which I ^ve below will show 
in haw much the feelings of the catholic population wa*e a 
matter of consideration*. 

: From a paper which I give in the Appendix-f-, the following 

account of the schools of the Royal Institution is extracted, 

which, compared ' with an account, taken from the same 

' pap^, of the other schools in the country, will show the 

effect, in numbers, produced by the Government plan : — 

The grand Total of Persons educated in the Province - - ' XI, 679 
Of these the Government Schools educate ----- 2,298 


Not educated hy Goverment Schools '9,381 


• List of tlie Syndics of the Royal Institution: — 

The Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, for the time heing. 

Sir T* M. Barton, Lieutenant-Governor of Lower Canada. 

Bishop of Quebec (Principal). 

Chief Justice of Lower Canada. 

Chief Justice of Montreal. 

Chief Justice of Upper Canada. 

Speaker of the Legidative Council of Lower Canada. 

Spea|i:er of the House of Assembly. 

The Rev. G. J. Mountain, Archdeacon of Quebec. 

The Hon. and Rev. J. Strachan, D. T. 
• The Hon. and Rev. Charles Stewart, D. T. 

The Hon. J. Caldwell. 

The Hon. H. W. Ryland. 

The Hon. L. de Salaberry. 

The Hon. A. L. J. Duchesnay. 

J. Stewart, Esq. 
. > J. T. Tachereao, Bsq. 

A. W. Cochrane, Esq. 
Of these eighteen Members, four are Catholics; and, besides, the Speaker of \ 
the House may also be a Protestant 
t See No. XL 
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D)$kiDg about one-fifUi. of the whde ieducfttedi byi thBQ^t. 
venunent Schools. , . .< 

The reaaons for the failure are aa follows :-*«^ 
1. The masterg, being chosen by theExeoutivie^ are usually 
exceedingly inefiSaent ; the cauaes c^ their ineffideney aire 
manifest. In the first place, ais the persona choosing theni 
have no very great interest ia the matt^, the quriifieatioig 
of the teachers are seldom minifttely inquired into.; inquiry 
is trouble, and trouble is a thing people will not take, unless 
some immediate motive be brought to bear, upoui them. 
What immediate. motive can be: supposed to bear* ufM» the 
persons mentioned in the note, equal to. the desice for >mat 
and relaxation which must necessarily possess them, s^ng 
the- ftxtent and variety of duties they have otherwise to 
perform. Be^des, without any wish to find fault, I must 
be permitted to say, that the situation of schoolmaster, being 
a desirable one for persons of a certain condition in life, is 
often sought as a matter of favour, and is too often granted 
as such. The consequence is, that. the teachers^seldom.pos^ 
sess the qualities absolutely requisite ; for example, many of 
them cannot speak French, though they have to teach a 
French population: most of them are rude .and illiterate, 
prgildiced and bigoted: are these the persons to teach a 
people differing from themselves in habits, manners, religion, 
and language ? Few tasks can be found more difiii;ult than 
that of instructing a rude people, distrustful of their teadien 
The following observations, from the Westminster Review f 
speak the feelings of an Englishman on this point ; of one 
who bad seen, and could appreciate the difficulties of the 
task, as well as the attempts of the Royal Institution to ac- 
complish it: — "For the most part also, these places have been 
conferred upon persons ignorant of the French language, and 
utter strangers to the people; usually upon boorish and 
ignorant emigrants, just imported from the mother country, 
whose stupid prejudices unfitted them for the task of edu- 
cating any body ; and, above all, for performing the delicate 
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paiDt oF mstruetiDgr a pecypie di&ring from^dietnselvei!!!! 
religion, in language^ and in manners.*" 

2. Supposing the diffieulues of a proper choice oompletely 
oonqiiered) MkA a fitting person be found, it must be evident 
that the teacher would not be partidularly careftil to mot 
himself to the wi^es of the parents. Under the contrd of 
aset>o£ persons at a distance^ of persons not yetj desiroitt 
of being: troubled with oomplaiots^ the master would pursue 
the conduct most likely to please h]fflsd£ Beings usaidlyi 
an European, his habits are entirely different from those of 
the persons to be taught ; and he generally endeavours to 
bend the manners of his scholars to his own, ralher than suii 
himself to th^rs ; be does little to conciliate the panen&s, »tiH 
less to condliate the religious instructor <3f the pareota^ vkni 
the priest. He thus is soon at open war with hia neigb^ 
bourhood : as was to be ^spected, he is iar from bemg. 
industrious; far from bang obltg^g: he possesses litlli 
knowledge needed by the people ; sand that, little, -he knows 
not how to communicate. . . 

3. The teacher, also, is usually of a reli^omfiSepentlr^as 
that of the persons to be taught ; he is therefore an object of 
distrust to the parents. Moreover, as he is possessed oi little 
of that' liberality of feeling which makes us look upon dH* 
fering creeds without rancour or hostility, be is seldosti 
careful to restrain his opinions, or to guard his tvpteuaoM ; 
be soon gives ofience, and awakens suspicion. Is it to be 
expected that, under these drcumstanoes, the Royal Insti* 
tution could prove an efficient instrument of instrucdon ? 
Can any one believe that this institution possesses the adi* 
vantages of the plan proposed by the House of Assembly, 
and • supported by the clergy p And, again, I would ask, 
are the clergy or the Government, in this case, to be blamed 
for having, by the aid of an inefficient institution, kept the 
people in ignorance ? 

I have said thus much in exculpation of the clergy of 
Canada, from a feeling of gratitude towards that respectable 
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Ixxlyv Whiftever degree of eidij^tepment exists smdttg.'^ 
upper classes of the CanadiaD people, is owiog entirely to jthe 
eiSCertioQs of the prieslhaQd : so far have they been from keep^ 
ing die people in ignoranee, that to them alone eanthe merit 
be ascribed of saving us from absolute barbarism. The per- 
sons whose duty it was to instruct the people, criminaUy 
neglected that duty ; and with indifference permitted it to be 
assumed by any one who would voluntarily assume the office. 
Th^ business of government is usually con^dered to ccmsist 
in levying taxes, tabd punishing breaches of the law ; the 
much more important branch, of preventing breaches of the 
law, is generally left to the people themselves. The Govern- 
ment of Canada, likie its Hrare powerful compeers, followed 
the same ill»advised method of proceeding. Education^ that 
inost powerful of all means of preventing breaches of the law, 
was left to the mercy of chance ; when, at length, roused 
fircm their per^cious letiiargy, the members kA tbeGoveriw 
ment sought' to render educatkm, like every thing else witli 
which they had any concern, a matter of party, of favour, 
and of jdblnng; and the country who resisted this proceed* 
ing, and the priesthood who would not support it, were 
accused df bigotry and prejudice. The former efforts of the 
priesthood in that cause, which the Government had neglected, 
were decried ; the Government, forgetting that they them** 
selves had done nothing, abused those who had not done 
every' thing, which they, the people of government, thought 
might have been effected. Assuredly the conduct of the 
clergy, who voluntarily came forward and lent some assist* 
anee (I say great assistance) to the cause of education, is Car 
more laudable than that of the Government, who passed it 
over entirely. Assuredly the clergy deserve praise rather 
than blame, even supposing their exertions to have been less 
than perfect; even supposing, that to educate p^sons for 
the office of the priesthood has still been thieir chief con- 
sideration. Oxford and Cambridge are supposed to do the 
same thing : and yet those two s^ninaries would feel indig«^ 
nant, were they accused of not aiding, in the general educa« 
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tion of the higbfir'dasses of the eorammiityi In short, it is 
but too evident* that the aspersions cast upon the Roman 
Catholic clergy have originated in ill feeling and prejudice^ 
rather than in any desire to promote thebusiness of instruction*. 
Having said thus much in defence of the priesthood, I 
proceed to point out what ought to be done for the future 
improvement of the people. 

• 

* I beg my readers to believe, that in thus doing Justice to the Canadian 
dergy, I am impelled by no feeling of xeUgiom prgvdioe $ I am liy no means 
desirous either of exaggerating their merits, or extenuating their faults. Tb0 
observations I have made, have been suggested solely by the reproaches which 
have been directed against the Catholic clergy, as favouring chiefly those 
MadMits who manifest the ginatest predilection foir the eedesiastical vocation.' 
On . this head, I am myqelf the better able to speak, &om having mver beeif 
in odour of sanctity, in the opinion of the priesthood, from whom I reoevr^i. 
part of my education : I might, therefore, be deemed to know somethin^^ 
with respect to their conduct Still, on reflection, I am inclined to believe 
ihat this conduct, on their part, is the natural result of their situation ; and 
tbat every other priesthood would have acted in the same manner, as will» 
I doubt not, be soon exemplified by the college lately erected at Montreal* 
under the auspices of the Protestant clergy. There will be found no greater 
liberality than in the halls of their Romish brethren ; and for this simple 
season — ^all religious sects are Hke so many military bodies, and, like them,> 
are necessary obliged, for the purpose of continuing their power and exisl- 
ence, to hold out rewards for new recruits. A strict discipline and subordi* 
nation must also exist in a religious corporation, as in a regiment, and every 
one who opposes himself to the esprit de corps, which necessarily arises therein, 
or to the subordination required, must naturally be lixiked upon with an evil 
eye by those who rule, since such resistance to authonty must dimip|<^> tba 
efficiency and dominion of the body : and it follows, that every effort will be 
taken to repress, rather than encourage, these refractory spirits. This has 
taken place in every establishment in which religion has been the principal 
ofcgect of educaticm ; I except no sect whatever, all have the same tendency ; 
and if a Government give one sect the preference above all others, and 
endow them with exclusive rights and privileges, arbitrary acts and continual 
discord will be the infallible result I cannot here avoid remarking how the 
spirit of the present age has already changed, which change is undoubtedly 
due to the advance of ednoation. The emancipation of the Roman Catholics 
is a marked epoch in the advance of the human mind, and will confer more 
honour upon the Duke of Wellington than all his victories : while the erection 
of an university, without any religious prejudices, in the centre of the largest 
city of Europe, is the most noble proof which its founders could give of their 
generous devotion to the eause of humanity. 


•BcbohBtiD educiitixitit tim]^ b^ drHdeid into two distinbt poll 
tiooftsi the fiisticompiehevirfing; stich degree ^df instructioif m 
hkMmdedL hy ersey netnter ^f the cbtmrnuiftity; the ^cotid, 
Mffhtaddkioiial d^ee bb is tequimi: by persons d^sdicated to 
{ia]!ftieiikrifaniiiches'of dDience. " 

> iJS iyr» were ^to' suppose a coutitry possessing a perfdct 
cN:ganusation for the business of educifttion; we Doight belieVe 
that such organization would consist, first of elem^itary 
^^oqIs spr^^l over, the whole surface of tho country; and^ 
^eipOjDdly, of such a immber of sdiobls of higher instruetioti 
» would, at the least possible inconvenience, educiM;e tba( 
small portion, which of , necessity would abne^ require. a 
higher degree of meatelcuUivaUon'tlian could be afforded 
1^ .the.eleafteiiUtty soboois. Supposing the' knowledge con^ 
veyed in these superior schools to be coioplete^ the degr^ of 
mental cultivation^ and, we may safely ^say^jthe degr^tol 
^appin^s^ enjoyed by the people al lacge, would be iodtcated 
\iy , the ^^&re&o& belween the knowledge imparted in the 
superior, and that imparted in the elementary schools, . Tb^ 
nearer the fatter approached );o.the former^ the.jaiore im« 
proved ii^ould be the condition of the pec^^. The ffmA 
^sA then should be^ to ccmvey the greatest possible quantity 
of knowledge in the elementary schools. To this end the 
following circums.tJEinoes should be taken into ocH^ideratioa :-^ 

1» f ir^t th^ amount of vumey which the people generally 
can afford to pay for instruction. 

S. The amount of time that can be spared to the education 
of the childreni» 

As there .are few things so important as education, so there 
aire few things which ought not to yield to it in precedence. 
The administering justice excepted, every expense, ought to 
be spared, rather than curtail the outlay for instruction. If 
taxes are to be raided, frop the people, they ought to be most 
bi^neficiaUy employed ; what employment so beneficial as that 
of improving the people ? Let the Government, if it be 
found that the country can aSoxd little additional money in. 
the way of supply, curtail every expenditureji and appro- 
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priate;tbe savings thus obtained to the Upend fmmonr of 
the dementary scfaoois; let them not affix eoch jfd^et to 
the office of teacher^ as must io^ce the neoesd^ oi aooept* 
ing rude and ilhtierate hinds to perform that irapoitaat tadc ; 
eveiy thing should be done to raise! the teacher in the scale 
of importance ia tocmty. . The duty of the- judge is not 
miCH-e^-^-is not so ipaiportttit ; why, then,: should the judge be 
paid in thousands, and thepoor teacher be ewfoired imh the 
bare means of subsistence ? The. teacher of a-adiboi oi^ht, 
in acquirements^ to be the first man of his community i And 
eveh though be have to convey merely elementary know* 
ledge, he cannot perform his duty well, unless he be a man 
of high inteileetual powers.' To oonvey knowkdge to.an 
itfli^igent man is an easy task, as eompaped with the con* 
veying knowledge t» the weak and tottering intellect of a 
diild* The teacher of the child ought tbm:efore to possess, 
in a higher degrei^, the qualities of a teacher; and these 
qualities he can seldom attain, without also a high de^ee of 
knowledge. - . ■. . ^ ■ 

- The^iT?^ which can be>appi(opiiated to the education of 
the child, must greatly regulate the quailtity and sort of 
instruction that can be imparted to him. If a long time 
6an be afforded^ a wide foundation may be laid; a wide 
extent gone over; if only a sbcMrt period can be ^ven, the 
aim or scope must of necessity be less. The quantity of 
instruction then will depend both on the money and the dme 
th«« can be afforded ; and in determining the sort of instruc- 
ti(»i, the different branches that should be attempted, a per- 
fect knowledge of the present «tuation of the peofde is 
necessiarily required ; idded to which, a vary high degree of 
familiarity- with the task <^ teaching would also be needed. 

The present' situation of the Canadians pennits, in my 
opinion, of a very high degree of in^ru<stion. Though the 
people are poor, as compared with certain individuals of 
this and other European kingdoms, still the means of sub- 
sistenee are easily maintfuned, and the whole mass of the 
population are in flourishing eirtumstances. • Each .village 


aooM «ii^iidk sulii^t tb mldiltkiti a teadi^r in a sfnte quite as 
wmpmiMe «i> the tnost^^^tiiJ!^ ifthabkatits ^f the vUia^ ; a 
motiw irould thii« te'Md(dW td^Jtk#ittdift4tist^ per-' 
Sfflw ii»|tbar^o^miiioim]r, to undemk^tbe taA. of tebcfaers. 
Mcnsover^ lands imglit easily tie a|i{)ro]^rktt6d^'to the tame 
pttrpoee ;' asid wooldtbosy evantiially) most amply^jvovide' for 
tfae ooaq^dte instrocMii of did nvbole population, and. (he 
btiiditi df taacaticMi for the purpoBe knight, - in a short • tihiey 
b& enfiirdy dispeiised wttb. ..< . i . ,: 

> Against tins, it <»itttiot be urged -l^t a ^verjr saiaH portionL 
ci' die popdntioB has hilherto afforded t<^ educate their chil- 
dren. To 'send their ehildt^sn to distant seminaries, to mi^* 
tain them at^reat expense, and to pay the teacher, is afar 
more expeiisive matter than to pay a teadier for each sepa- 
imte Triage: The children, in the latter case, can be main*' 
tained in the family of the parents, and may dedicate certain 
portions of their time to productive labour; and ihm mate^ 
riallyligbteiK th^ burden of the parents. The absence of 
elementary schools has been the cause of the little education 
of the people hitherto ; but that absence is not attiibutable 
to the t^ant of means on the part' of the people, but to die 
i^nmstances which I have above described. 

' The time, moreover, which the Canadian peasjant can dedi* 
catie! to instruction, is far greater than could be afforded by 
a^population whose means of subsistence are not so easily 
obtained. The time must be computed first, with reference 
to the nuinber of years that could possibly be allowed; and 
secondly, with reference to' the time m^ each year. I have 
already mentioned, that one half the year, viz.^ die winter, 
is umudly unemployed in productive labour ; this portion of 
the year, therefore^ might be^ allowed for instruction, to an 
indefimte period; not only might the child be then instructed, 
but also the youth ; and not only^the youth, but the man: 
in short, the peasant, for his whole life, might spend nearly 
one-half the year in being instructed. It is true, however, 
that, inasmuch as every person lives on his own farm, the dis- 
tance from the school must in some cases become great, and 
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thus UBifitbe lost: ip gpk^.and cQiniQg^ the caiKe% iMreffflr^ 
compared with the whole populatioo^ ar^.few ; the et^ ia Jiot,.. 
upoB the wholly very iiiatap»l» and muat ii«eec3arily diBBUiiBh. 
with the ipcreaawig pumber of: the people. As idle paraal^ 
caa pbtaip tbejir subsiateaee easily, they ^ean disjpeiney for. a 
loog. series of ymB»9 with the astastanoe of their duldr^if 
e:;i;oept(«a p^irticular^^n^es^t^ej^ the hay and harvefiit tifse^ tbr 
tijpeof the childrep;can tbei^Sore be , almost wholly d^diottbed 
to being instructed. With a little care they might lsie:aft 
if^eU^fi^imps. better. iQ^u^ed^thmi any people op the earth.. 

What, it may be,(vil^ed9.i30uld.be the p^ UfKm wbtcji 
tjnesQ (^hool^ sl^uld biQ qoDstructed ? . I answer ;•<— 
' ^J^^ to . th^ir government And maintt^oance,, that th^ peppt^ 
should be compelled to pay a given si^m, in the shape .of an 
education tax.; that of this supa, part should be used aa 
salary for the teacher, part to maintaining the schoolsi 
providing books^ &c. , . . . 

That every teacher should have a specific sum; if , the 
village were unable to furnish that sum, the country generally 
should make it up. 

, liphftt the teacher .should be chosen by. the peo|de of the 
village, and he should be removable by them* 
, And that a standing committee of Uie House of Assembly 
should be appointed, for the purpose of inspecting the 
business .of education, as carried on by these elementary 
schpnls. . . 

As to the instructicm to be conveyed, little could be 
ad^anoed by me, in the pre^nt state of our knowledge, as to 
theexaf t n^eans of the pepple. It may however be lepiarked, 
that alter these necessary means of .acquiring knowledge, viz^ 
reading, writing, and the elements of numbers, have been 
learned, much useful instruction might be conveyed to the 
people jrespecting the business of agriculture. So much of 
the sciences of chemistry, natural philosophy, and media- 
nics as is immediately connected with agriculture m^ht 
easily be obtained, as well as a competent knowledge of the 
political rights and obligations of the people at large. The 
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ISlttiifirig ^entobfe obtovrffi^s pirmy neariy expi<ess my 
ophiibti oh the prfesirtt'^ubji^t*^ "' -' ' * ^^' 

-***'Afiri d'^pargner sutle temps datos Education du- people* 
-^fM vbadrions qu^& fr2^e)*d la lecture, fiterittire, et tin pefaf 
^ciHtlimi^tiqtie, les metres glissassent <lans Pesprit des lA^efir 
d^le^ns de' jtii^e et de^isidrale. lis detfident aussi, soivatit' 
\m\hmtm\iCSxo&^^MvL^'^^^ consfitii- 

t^'d^ pays, eC des prineipal^is parta^ d«s wts et deili ficieneeilf 
^i «fc ^pe^rt^MI-^ fagriieulfut^.' £^ reSt^ d^ leurs A^t^irn/ 
ddt se borner k leur &ire airier leuf ^^t^ et Ic^r^appr^ddre'if 
lfe'*tke*espfecfer '4^ Ie>r6specta«t e«ii4nateefe*i'^' ^ - -' ' ^ 

As tlie tsituafidn of tbe people Unproved,- and- if wbuld 6P 
necessity rapidly improve, the kndwlaig^ -iaapart^d^Hvdttld' 
gihidqa^ itiorease, 'fil^ > llile t4^ po^uladoti' 'would '^ tend 
tiowa^ft thiit state/ o# perfection in moral and'*inteUeet^at 
aeqtnreftients whicll is^^above'desmbed^ . > j .; • ...)•' 

I pass now to the- consideration of the mip^or eehodlsi ^ 
' At pi^sent the'd-oTetnment has in itis bwn hands ^the^ 
ifiteanir of at once efitabliiMiig schools of thiiS'^etoriptieh to 
iJie entire extent needed by the situation (rf thfe- cotfntrjr* 
In the dty of Quebec, they have a building erecti^ fijr this 
very purpose, though now a barrack; they have a krge 
revenue derived from the Jesuits^ property, formerly em- 
ployed in titi» useful manner - they want bnly the inclinatk^n 
at one^ to create a complete university. A school of tMs 
description, in two of the principal toWns of the count)fyv 
would abundantly suffice (at leaat for the present) to ednoate 
tile whole of that portion of the popUlatioh needing' tnore 
instruction than can be conveyed in the elementary sehoolft^ 
These superior seminaries might be erected without any 
increase of expense to the people ; and might contribute mdre 
tor the general improvement of the whole country than^ any 
institution hitherto established. From this institution would, 
eventually, be derived the teachers of the elementary sehooJs : 

* Za Jlfinerre, 5 Juillet, 18^7^ 
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the men of- the law, theohur^ fpid of medicuie, would htge 
receive their education, and the whole of those panBOBsxleB-^ 
tined eventuaUj to carry on the gov^nment, wqidd mingle 
together, and devote their atteatioa ^xtd their v^ipf^ to^ * 
thc»rough undarstapding of the physical, and p o ^nkad filia- 
tion of their country^ A nu&ss.^f 'V^Uigf^oe-.^Q^ld ^buii 
be collected togethei?;^ collision ttd e6maiiki)icai^«i^ y^ithoi^ 
which few ^nprovements ever tiKke {i^aoe, woyid neeeosarily 
be actively exi^ng, ^nd all the evil influenee^ of igiiofiuice 
would rapidly b0 for; eypE:4atrpy^- ;. . / 

Here again it ipay be asked-^-rWlmt pW-of :Qi]^wi9atibni 
80 as to suit the various interests aod feelings ncHir-e^Qtiiig, 
coidd possibly be piiopc^ed? ... 

Cpnddering the. feelings of th^ country to be f^y re> 
presented by the House of At»seipb)y^ in. to hands I. 
would place the ultimate control; thifr would <be attained 
by giving the House ^he election of. a Cotineil^ to carry 
on .the business of the University*/. In ..the* case of the 
elementary scboolsi each village wa3 isUpposed to gdtemits 
own school. , These superior schools are .the schools of the. 
nation; and, upon the same prin^ple, should be under the 
government of the nation: but this can only be by 
placing them under the control of the nalion^s represen- 
tatives. Thii^ oontrcd would - be fuUy ohtained by the 
election of the ruling couhdl of the. body; the farther 
regulations it is not necessary to notice. . %ould the plan 
I sugg^t ever be acted upon, I fed little anxiety respecting 
the measures that would be adopted. The country possesses 
sufficient knowledge and. talent to ^ve full ^ect to this 
salutary institution. 

One thing, peifiaps, I may be pemitted to suggest, fix. 
that greater liberality c^ feeling should be attained by the 
clergy of the various sects now existing in Canada; that 
they should learn to forego the petty rivalry which they^ 
have hitheto kept up; that they should look upon one 
another as persons tending to the same great end«— fellow 
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Ubouvers in the same great cause; that they be less 
narrow niiiided"-'less bigoted, more benevolent than be^ 
tofore; Let thon aid the business of educaticm by dissast- 
nating principles of good-will and kindly feeling among 
die people, radier than check the progress of improve- 
me^t, by attempting to create religious animosities, and 
making bitter enemies of men who ought to be brothers. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


(y the Waste Lands of the Crown, and the Lands reserved 

Jbr the Protestant Clergy* 

I AM about to treat of a subject of the highest m- 
portance, viz, the distribution of lands sdnce the conquest 
of the country ; to establish, by extracts which I propose^ 
to make from the different reports of a committee appointed 
by the Assembly, at the desire of the Goyemar-^General id 
18S4, that it would have been more advantageous to oonr 
tinue the lands en fief et seigneurie, as hitherto, than to 
adopt the tenure mfree and common soccage. And besides, 
I hope to establish, that, in the proceedings relative to this 
matter, the local government has be^i actuated rathar by a 
wish to favour private interests than to p omote the public 
welfare. 

A thing which surprises every body, and moare particu- 
larly such strangers as come into the country, is, that the 
Canadian population is not more extended, and that the 
land hitherto settled in the townships has been occupied 
solely by emigrants from different parts of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the United States. What has hindered the 
Canadians from settling in the townships ? The land, ac- 
cording to the reports of various surveyors, is excellent ; 
and the climate, in many parts, is more temperate and 
healthy than many places long settled. And yet, in spite 
of this, the Canadians remain upon the lands conceded as 
fi>ef et seigneuriey being apparently not in the least denrous 


^ ^tkiUiduDg^ tliemfldires in theitoiwndupa' Tbe opnacni; 
that the pbptiliiiioii was not suffictendy cmsidmbk to font 
them to adopt the measure ; and that such circumstances 
mrould immediately occur, prevailed a long time. In spite 
of this, however, the facts have been diametrically opposed 
to sudi a result: the inhabitants have preferred, and do 
still prefer, to take lands conceded to them in the most 
remote parts of the seigneuries, in places almost impossi- 
ble to be cultivated ; on the tc^ of stetfp and desert maQn<« 
taiBs, rather* than upon the fertile lands of the townshipsj 
At length the local • government ' thought it requisite to 
coDfiider the sub)ecst; and the Govehwr^General recom- 
mended the investigaticm of this important matter to the 
House of Assembly, for the purpose of discovering the 
eiteumetances which had retarded, to the ptiesent time, the 
s«ithmept'of the waste lands of the Crown. The House 
of Assesably, beang as' well convinced as the Governor of 
the importance of die subject, and the absolute necessity 
of obtfiiniiig all po^ble informaticm up6n'it, immediately 
appcHnted a^ cofnmiltee. At the head of this committee wa£^ 
idiadrew Stuart, Esq. advooaute, a man of superior judg- 
ment and knowledge, acquainted with every thing connected 
iritb .tMiuteiestsof 'the country, and th(N-Qughly conversatnt 
with the means of obtaiiuiiKg all the infonufttion requisite in 
thematt^. 

. The objept of this work will not pensut to extract m<H:e 
from the above-mentioned reports than is absolutely neces* 
sary for my present pt;a^se; but I recommend to those 
who take an interest in the affiurs of the country, and who 
are desirous of obtaining valuable information respecting it, 
to procure these reports ; and I am convinced they will not 
regret the money thus expended. 

According to the first report of the committee, it appeared 
evident, , that Lower Canada possessed a surplus of agricul- 
tural population suffident to settle a large part of the wast^ 
lands of the Crown ; and pur surprise is at the utmost, when 
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we leftitij'that tUfffwrpiilation never attempts tK^-fo^mad itself 
ofer:tfaeftft mnte laiids by which diey are sitfrounded. 

" First Report of the Committee of the House ofAssembl^^ 
on that part of the Speech of his Excellency the Gover- 
noT'in-Chief ^ which relates to the Settlement of the 
Crown Lands. Printed in Quebec^ and dated the 12th 
of February, 1^91. 

. ^^ Your Committee, deeply sensible pf the impartanoe of 
the matter referred to them, Jbave lost no time» odd -sparad 
no laboHT^in iave^tigating.the. causes which have bkh^lb 
retarded .the settkoeiit of this provipee, and more partiott* 
burly of .the waste lauds.iof ..the Crowo^ and yet uncdnoeiied 
seignieurial lands. , , ,\ ' . ^ -^^ 

\^ Thar attention was, in the ficst instance, direeled t»tlie 
ascertaining of the amount^f the surplns agriciikural popiK 
lation of this province, for whom it was ^xpedieM and just 
to provide habitations* . ^' - 

. *^ From the dedaratknis of several witnesses; whidi your 
Committee examined, it was maniiest that Lower Geaaidtt 
possesses in itself an abundant pepulation- to settle diese 
waste lands. 

^^ To determine as exacdy as might he the fM-ecfide amount 
of this surplus pcqpulation, your C^nmrntteeproposed a series 
of questions, and transmitted the same to the curates ef the 
different parishes in this prevince, and to %ome 6f tiie more 
distinguished seigneurs resident in the country, with a request 
to communicate their answers with all convenient speed. 
Sufficient time has not yet lapsed to entitle your Committee 
to answers to these queries. They anticipate, however, with 
confidence, much valuable information^ from- these respectable 
sources ; and, when received, will feel it their duty to lay the 
same before this House with the least posnUe delay. 

" Your Committee next directed their attention to the 
determining of the qiiandty, and ascertaining of the quality 
of the waste and ungranted lands of the Crown, with their 


IimbI Mkmlagei^^or dntdvanisge^rvMiiraci liiA jip fc it BBB if 
actual settlements. The result of these vMjpiirM wasiiiKdit 
highest degre» settbfa^tory, and i^vmee$ that land/ad^tfta- 
geoudy . Studied »i^/be pjxmded for the ^ntiirf iuepkni 
popufafctioii t)f Lower CajDadaf. . ' v ! 

^^ It. could inot' but 'jeKcife sarprise in the ntinds of -^doiI^ 
Commit tee». that the large siirphisragriciBHural population of 
tfa^! pro^aAee-bad opt been . lDDg'$iiioe located upon:the rrast 
tracts of ungranted lands c^-tha^OtDmi:; 'afidvit beoflcoe i( 
tt»tter of anxious ^Kpury to them, whether: the miisel^ which 
kid'produeed the strax^ anbnmfyiof a suprabbunlteik^^agrii 
euhural population, Environed by k* \#il«teme9S of ^kmds^ wer^ 
}iehnftiidiM: ^. their nature,: or oltorw^ : . ! .. ^ 

^^ It ia w9th;no cvdinary sads£EU:iion; that your Committed 
have it in their power to d^ckre/as tiieir opinion, llhAV thes^ 
causes are not of a permianent nature; and tb Add, thatH 
hope that l>heir Temoval may be eon(»dered as neither of <fi(K- 
eulty or di^fctant attainment, may reasonably be imhilgedi ^ 
' **>In the opinibn of your Commitiee; one of the principal' 
aftttses whkh have retarded the settlement <of the* waste latid^ 
a£ the Crown in Lower Canada, has been the abandonment 
of the ancient mode of granting lands in fielTor seigneurie^ and 
the»introduction of the tenure-of free 'and common soocage^-i-' 
a tenure novel and unknown to ibe^'people of this country. * 
' " The' first subject of inquiry of your Cothmittee hatf 
been, into the causes whidi* led to the* adoption of a measure* 
which did not appear to manifest thttt regard for the andent 
laws and institutions of this province which so evidently 
oharacteri:9ed His Maje^^s Government generally; and here 
abundant ^mf was afforded to your^ Committee, diat a policy 
so adverse in its spirit to the general policy of His Majesty^^ 
Gov^ninent towards this cdbny arose, not fnmi «ny inters, 
mission of that regard, but from extrinsic dremnsttfnoeiSy 

• " The examinations upon this matter, taken hefore your Committee, will 
t* found in the Appendix to this Report, under the letter Bl"— For >n 
eactract of these examinations, see Appendix, No. Xll., of the present Work.* 
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«fhidi<it "Ms not m llie'fxyirer of your OammkUee to more 
dlM p8rtb% eagpkim 

>:^f So early as ihe year 1775, His- Majesty was gradoudy 
pUased, by his instructions to Ouy Carleton, Esq., Captain- 
General and 6oYemor-in-Chief in and over the province of 
Quebec, an America,' and of all the territories dependent 
thereupon, dated St. JamesX the Srd of February, 1775; 
91^ other matters relating to the good goveniinciit of tins 
province, to order,' as follows : — 
f 3&. *^ ^ By our Commis^n'to you, under our Qt^a£ Seal 

< of Great Britain, you are authorized and empowered, with 
^ the advice and consent of our council, to settle apd agree 

< with the inhabitants of onr said province of Qoebcc, for 
^ such lands^ tenements, and hereditaments, as nowai^jor 
^ shall hereafter be in our power to dispose of. Itis'ihere- 
^ fore our will and pleasure, that all lands which now are, or 
f liereaft^r may be subject to our disposal, be granted in firf 
^ or seigneurie, in like mann^ as was practised antecedent to 
*the conquest of the said province, omitting, however," in 

* any grant that shall be passed of such lands, the reservation 
^ of any judicial powers or privileges whatever : and it is our 
^ further will and pleasure, that aU grants in firf or sdgnedrie, 
' so to be passed by you as aforesaid, be made subject to our 
^ royal ratification or disallowance, and a due registry thereof 
^ within a limited time,, in like manner as was practised in 
^ regard to grants and concessions held in fief and sagneurie 
*• under the French Government.' 

" That, in the year 1786, His Majesty was gradously 
pleased, by such articles in the instructions to Lord Dor- 
chester as are not contained in the instructions to Guy 
Carleton, Esq. in 1775, also a copy of such articles, or parts 
thereof, in the same instructions to Guy Carleton, Esq. in 
^776, to order as follow: — 

40. " < Whereas, many of our loyal subjects, inhabitants 

* of the colonies and provinces, now the United States of 

* America, are desirous of retaining their allegiance to us, 

< jmd of living in our dominions, and for this purpose are 
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.<}iApo9fid to t9l(^ up-wd iinpttufe kuidfli m our piovimwi «f 
Quebec; sffkd we, bong desii^us U> eii0Qiii;iige«iir Miid'kgiil 
fiubjeoM ID such ib^ intentkyOs, and to tesltfy omr f^>pro^ 
.b^ticn -of thtir loyally to vb». and obedieore^^ our gffvwa^ 
ment, by alloting lands for theiim io our- wd province; and 
wherofus we are abo d^vous-of .UAtifyiug our iqyprQb*tioii 
of the bravery and loyalty of our. levees serving in our said' 
provinee^ and who may have been reduced there^ by aUowt- 
ing a certain quantity of land tp /liich of the non«€Oinnii9«> 
sioned officers and private men. of our said forces who are 
tipfdined to b^com^ settlers tbi^ein ; it is our will and plea^ 
j&ufe, that immediately after yon receive these our iastruc- 
.tions, ypu^o direct our Surveyor-General of lands for our 
^aid.prpvince of Quebec,- to admeasure and lay out such 
quantUy of land as you, with the advice of our council^ 
jAi^ deem ae«;essiiry and c;onvenient for the settlement of 
our said lopi sul^ects, and the nourcommissioned offio^ra 
and private men of our forces, which may have be^ re- 
duped in oui; siud province, who shall be desirous of becom- 
ing settlers therein ; such lands to be divided into ^distinct 
seigneuries or fie£s, to extend from two to four leagues in 
front, and from three to five leagues in depth, if situated 
upon a navigable river, otherwise to be run square, or in 
such shape, and in such quantities, as shall be convenient 
and practicable, and in each s^gneurie a glebe to be reserved 
and laid out in the most convenient spot, to contain. no less 
than three hundreed acres, nor more than five hundred 
acres ; the property of which seigneuries or fiefs shall be 
and i:emaii;i vested in us, our heirs and successors; and you 
shall allot such parts of the same as shall be applied for by 
any of our said loyal subjects, non-commissioned officers, 
and private men of our forces reduced as aforesaid, in the 
following proportions, that is to say,^ &c. 
^^^ The said lands to be held under us, our heirs, and 
successors, seigneurs of the seigneurie or fief, in which the 
same shall be situated, upon the same terms, acknow- 
ledgments and services, as lands are held in our said pro- 
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*> vince, under the nspecttve aeigiieter^' h^£tiq|^ and pos- 
^'SeBsiDg sdgneuiieft or'fiefe liiercaii; And r^semng to us, 
^ <nir beins^and sUcc^essdrs/from and )rftiier llie exfnradtHi of 
^ ten years from the adimsston of the respective tenants, a 
^ quit lent of one half^miy per acre.^ 

^^ That after the dechiration of American independende, 
in the year 1776, the powers of His Majesty'^s goremmeot 
in diis colony came to-be exercised by persons -i^ho had 
resided and held offices in the old British colonies, wfaia suc- 
ceeded to the principal offices in this province; that, from 
the manner in ^^ch the influence of those gentlemen and 
their friends had been exercised in the old colonies, and fiom 
the ill success which had attended the policy adopted by 
their advice, Canada could augur but unfavourably of file 
administration which was destined to rule it. 

*' The alarms of the people of Canada were greatly in- 
creased by a large influx of loyalists, who were naturally 
anxious to retain the laws, institutions, and tenures to wfaidi 
they were accustomed ; notwithstanding that Great Britain 
had, by an Act of the Imperial Parliament, commonly 
called die Quebec Act (14th George III., cap. 88)'*, gua- 
ranteed to His Majesty^s Canadian subjects * within the 
^ province of Quebec, that they, the religious orders and 
^ communities only excepted, might hold and enjoy their 
^property and possessions, together with all customs and 

* usages relative thereto, and all other their civil rights, in 
^ as large, ample, and beneficial a manner as if the said 

* proclamation, commissions, ordinances, and other acts and 

* instruments had not been made ; and as may consist widi 
^ their allegiance to His Majesty, and subjection to the Crown 

* and Parliament. of Great Britain ; and that in all matters of 

* controversy, relative to property and civil rights, resort 

* shall be had to the laws of Canada, as the rule for the de- 
^ cision of the same ; and all causes that shall hereafter be 
^ instituted in any of the Courts of Justice to be appointed 

• See Appendix, No. VI. 
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within and for the said pitmnoe, bjr His Mnjestj^ his 
heirs and suooesdovs^ 8baU> uridi respect to aueh. piopertj 
rand lights be determittcd agreeably to; the said. Ja^vs and 
.cu8t«ni8 of Canada, until they^shall be varied or idtcaned by 
aiTf ordinances that shall> fron time to tknei, be passed in 
.the'Said province by die Oosrenaor^ Lieutenant*Govemor, 
.or.C«nnnander.in4.Chief &r the time being» by and with the 
•ad^ioe and cohs^t iof the Legislative GooncH oC the same, 
to. fae appointed in the manner herebafter mentioned.^*-' 
StUl'Sevend petitions, which are to be met with, in a Tohime 
cBtkled QuiUc State Pa/feny wene transmitted to His 
Ma^estylft Goremment, by His Majesty's. Canadian subjectSy 
prsyiBg that they might be maintained in their ancient laws 
aadi institutions. 

: ^ i^Yj^^ iiiese apprehensions were by no means so vtsionary 
a8.]iught>at first sight appear; for the repudiated .public 
meqjaf the old British colonies had, by thar acts^ atfaaned 
that dominion in Canada which their more wise and hooesl 
coimtrymen had not been able to ad^ieve by. their lanns. • 

*^ Accordingly, in the year 1790, His Excellency the 
Aight Honourable Guy Lord Dorchester was pleased to 
refer to a committee of the whole of the Honourable the 
Lcfi^slfttite Council, ^ to investigate find report a; sti^ement 
^ of the oomparative advantages and disadvanUig^s of the 

* tenure in free and common soecage, and the pr^s^nt tepui^s 
^ of therprovinc^ cf a different description', with/ a view to the 
^ public interest, as well as that of the individuals hc^dii^ 
< undar audi tenhres. That they deliberate, and in cdse a 
^ O0n version of the present tenures in fief orotjierwise into sofv* 
^ cage tenure shall appear tobe advisable, that they report upoti 
^ the luQSt eligible uxxle of effecting the same, without pre- 
^' judice to the rights of individuals, and the generaldnterest); 
^. ofitbeoouAtry. lb doing this, the committee are tO' attend 
*-tb the nature and operatian of the differeiit clauses in the 
^ statute of 12th Car« XL, cap. 24, by which soecage holding 

* was made general in England, giving Mr. Lanaudiere, at 
^ the same time, an opportunity, to be heard on his petition 
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« for a conversion of the tenure of his estates into thatof {ge& 
^ and common soccage, which was referred to a committee of 

* the Council on the 14th of February^ 1788 ; and the com* 
^ mittee may call on Mr; Attorney and Scdicitor-General fcnr 
^ their opinion on the subject matter of the reference, if 
^ they shall conceive the same to be necessary, and take all 
^ such other means as they may think proper for acquiring 
^ the necessary information. And further, if the Legislative 
^ interposition shall appear to be necessary, the committee 
^ are to report such draft of a Bill as the case may require.' 
The resolves of the Council, and the resolutions and motion 
of the Chief Justice, adopted by the committee, were calcti* 
lated to introduce the tenure in free and common soccage, 
in lieu of the ancient tenure of the country, in all new grants? 
and to undermine, and ultimately overturn those tenures in 
the old grants. These resolves, with the reasons of disseiU 
therefrom, by Mr. Mabane, are subjoined to this report 
under the letter C*. 

^^ It is consoling to reflect that His Majesty'^s Govemiaeat 
did not participate in this scheme. 

^< The debates upon the Constitutional Act of these pro> 
vinces (Slst George III., cap. 81) exhibit the two great 
statesmen in the British House of Commons, who in almost 
every other object of pubhc policy were opposed to eadi 
other, concurring in the justice and expediency of main- 
taining his Majesty^s Canadian subjects who had been reared 
under, and were attached to the laws and institutions of 
England, in the possession of those laws and institutions, and 
conferring upon both the inestimable advantages of the 
British constitution. 

'< It was, in consequence, provided by the Constitutional 
Act, * that there should be, in the provinces of Upper and 
' Lower Canada respectively, a Le^slative Coundil and 
^ Assembly, to be severally composed in the manner de- 

* scribed in the said Act, to make laws for the peace, wel&ie^ 

• See Appendix, No. XIII. 
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♦ and good government of those provinces ; ' and in a 
stibse^ueht clause,^ that all lands, which shall be hereafter 
granted within the said province of Upper Canada/shalTbe 
granted in free and common soccage, in like manner as lands 
are: now hdden in free and conraion, in that part of Great 
Britain called England ; and that in every case where lands 
shall be hereafter grtoted within the said province of Lower 
^ Canada, and when the grantee thereof shall desire the same 
to be granted in free and common soccage, the same shall 
be so granted ; bat subject, nevertheless, to such altei-ations, 
with respect to the nature and consequences of such tenure 
tS fi^e and common soccage, as may be established by any 
IftW or laws, which may be made by His Majesty, his heirs 
atid successors, bv and with the advice and consent, of the 
L^Udati^e Council and Assembly of the province ;* and a 
fhee and representative Government was thus assured to 
these colonies. 

. . «■' Your Committee, in proceeding upon the inquiry upon 
the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the ancient 
tenupes of this country, and of the free and common soccage 
tenure, come to a conclusion, that the former possesses de- 
cided advantiiges over the latter, in the settlement of a new 
CMitHry. 

" Your Committee did not deem it necessary to institute 
any inquiry respecting the comparative advantages of these 
tenures in a more advanced state of society, leaving it to the 
wisdom of their remote posterity to provide remedies for 
these inconveniences, when they shall, arise. It could not fail 
to strike the attention of your Committee, that great preju- 
dices existed in the minds of the British descendants upon 
this continent against the tenure en fief. The statute, 12th 
Car. II., cap. 24, operated a salutary revolution in the con- 
stitution of Great Britain, and it is said by high authority 
to have been * a greater acquisition to the civil property of 
f tlie kingdom than Magna Charta T yet although by means 
of it * the oppressive or military part, of the feodal constitu- 
f tion. was happily done away, we are not to imagine that Jthe 
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< c(»8titution itself was utterly laid aside, and a new one 

< introduced in its room ance, by the statute of iJMi Car. 
' II., the tenures of soccage and frankalmcnng, the honorary 
^ services of grand sergeanty, and the tenure by copy of 
* court roll were reserved ; nay, all tenures in general, except 
^ frankahnoing, grand sergeanty, and copyhold, were re- 
^ duced to one general spedes of tenure, then well known 
' and subsbting, called free and common soccage, and this 
'sprung from the same feodal origin as the rest.^ 

<^ The reasons which induced your Committee to come to 
the above conclusion are as follows :— 

<< The two great obstacles to settlements in all new coon- 
tries are,— -the want of capital, and the consequent want of a 
market for labour in those comparatively remote atuations. 
In a city composed of artisans, having all for sale the same 
commodity, whatev^ be its exeellence, they will all starve ; 
in a new settlement, composed entirely of labourers, to be fur- 
nished with meat and clothing from the sale of their labour 
they also starve from the same cause — ^the want of customers. 

^ The things possessed by each, though valuable in them- 
selves, possess no exchangeable value. The minimum of 
capital required to be employed for any productive labour, 
will be regulated by the quickness or slowness of the return 
Unfortunately, in the clearing of land, even upon the 
smallest scale, the return to the actual settler is slow — gene> 
rally from nine to twelve months. 

^' Where actual settlements are now found upon the conti- 
nent of North America, the above obstacles have been sur- 
mounted, dther : — 

'^ IH. Fortuitously, by the aoddental coming together of 
persons having capital^ and persons having labour, at the 
formation of the new settlanents, as in the case of Mas^ 
sachussets ; — or, 

'^ 9nd. By the Government making a donation to ikt 
new settler of capital suiBdent to support faim until his 
labour became pfodnctive; as waa done in Upper Canada, 
at the commenoement of its settkments in 1788--4, and has. 
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it is believed, since been done in flame of the late military 
settlements in that countfy ;^-or, 

** Srd, By the Goverament granting the lands in a man« 
ner to secure the laying out of a sufficient capital by indivi* 
duals for this purpose^ with a view to their own profit. 

^^ In the first there is danger that there be not a due {mnk 
portion of capital ; and then the first settlers are subjected 
to great hardships, as happened to the first settlers of Maa» 
sachussets. 

^* The second is exceedingly expensive and onerous to Qo^ 
vemment ; indeed so much so, that it cannot be carried on 
upon a very extensive scale, nor permanently. 

<< The third appears obviously to be the best systeio. 
It may be carried on, not only to the extent of capital 
which the capitalists of the colony itself may turn into 
this direction, but is calculated to draw capital from abroad 
into this channel, and thus enrich the colony, as well by 
the introduction of new capital, as by the advantageous 
employment of it when introduced. 

*^ The object of the capitalist is, to get from the Govern- 
ment the highest premium he can for emplojriog his capital 
in the clearing of wild lands : on the other hand, that of 
the Government, on the behalf of itself, the owner of the 
lands to be granted, and on behalf of the needy individuals 
who are thus to obtain a settlement, and out of whom, in one 
shape or another, a htrge portion of the profit of the capi* 
talist is to be extracted, is to give the capitalist as small a 
premium as he will accept for this use of his cafntal. 

** In the proprietary governments of the old British 
colonies, Maryland, be. be, the premium given to Lord 
Baltimore and the other great proprietors, to induce them to 
cfiTect settlements in those countries, was much too high, and 
became so burdensome to the actual settler, that Govern- 
ment actually resumed the charters. 

^* The system least onerous to the actual settler is, un- 
questionably, the French system of seigneuries. 
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The only inconvenience of the system, and that waff 
certainly a very great one, arose out of the civil, and some- 
Umes criminal jurisdiction attached to the seigneurie. This^ 
however, on the conquest, was removed. 

^^ Under this tenure the actual, settler had several advan- 
tages. He was not obliged to disburse any money for his 
land ; whatever little stock he possessed might be entirely 
laid out upon the improvement of his farm. 

^^ The seigneur, in certain cases, but not universally, was 
bound, by the conditions of the original grant, to open a 
road to communicate from the most remote settlement in his 
seigneurie to the next concession of ungranted lands therein. 
He was expected to build a mill, and the rate of mouiure 
was fixed at a lower rate (one-fourteenth) than it now stands 
at in the United States. Where the greatest competition 
obtains (one-twelfth), the new settler had the countenance, 
support, and assistance of the seigneur, who was interested in 
effecting a settlement to save his seigneurie from forfeiture. 
And all this was obtained for a moderate annual rent*. 
. ^^ The system of seigneuries is calculated to produce, 
and has produced in this country, an equal divbion of the 
lands — a thing favourable to human happiness, to good 
morals and industrious habits, to the stability of laws and 
government, and to the military strength of a country. 

*^ The tenure in seigneurie is one which the people of 
this country understand, and to which they are ac- 
customed. 

^^ The religious and social habits of the Canadian agricul- 
tiirist prevent him from emigrating to the townships. He 
is. there deprived of all the substantial comforts of his reli- 
gion. His child cannot be baptized, nor receive instruction 
in the principles of his reli^on ; on the verge of the tomb. 


*. I beg the reader to pay particular attention to this passage, as it establishes, 
in my opinion, without possibility of contradiction, the advantage of one tenure 
over the other, for the settlement of wild lands. ^ 
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he cannot receive religious consolation. He has no means of 
attending divine service. 

*^ From these causes, your Committee are persuaded that 
no Canadian settlements could be effected, unless the per- 
manent residence or occasional attendance of a priest could be 
had at a chapel to be erected therein ; and unless a colony of 
twenty or fifty men, in the habits of previous social intercourse, 
could be settled together. And your Committee see nothing 
so likely to produce this, as the erection of a sufficient num« 
ber of seigneunes*, to provide habitations and farms for the 
surplus population of the country. 

* *^ For further and valuable information upon this subject, 
your Committee refer to a paper written and published in 
the year 1791, which will be found subjoined to this Report 
under the letter E-f . 

** Upon the whole, your Committee are of opinion, that 
the first and principal obstacle which has existed to the 
settlement of the waste lands of the Crown, has been the 
neglect of the Colonial Administration to obey the above- 
mentioned wise and gracious instructions of His Majesty. 

« ANDREW STUART, Esq. Chaibman. 
« Quebecy February 12, 1821.'' 


By this Report and the extracts, which will be founds in 
the Appendix, from the evidence of the most respectable 
proprietors of the country, also from the dbsent in Council 
of Mr. Mabane, and more particularly from the very just 
observations of Mons. Bedard, a most respectable and well- 
informed priest, it will clearly be demonstrated j that, for the 

* The Committee named by the House of Commons in 1828, to investigate 
our Canadian afifairs, was precisely of the same opinion, as will be seen here- 
after. See Report, July 22. 

f See Appendix, No. XIV. 
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settlement of. a new country, the ooncesflion of lands tnfief 
et seigneuries is more advantageous than the tenure of Jree 
and common soccage; and that the Local Administration, in 
recommending to the Imperial Government a change of 
tenure, must have erred in judgment, or entertained views 
of private interest 

Many other persons appeared before the Committee, and 
all agreed in saying, that the reserves made by the Crown 
and the clergy, which amount to two-sevenths of the 
whole waste lands ; the too great extent of land accorded to 
certain individuals, many of them absent from the province, 
and taking no means to settle their estates ; the fees latdy 
established in the Executive Council ; the bad state of the 
roads, and the want of high roads'''', have been the chief 
causes of so small a number of settlements having been 
formed by settlers from Great Britain, in the townships of 
the province of Lower Canada. They also asserted, that the 
emigrants, being subjected to considerable unexpected ex- 
penses upon their arrival, as well as to delay, somedmes 
amounting to three months before they can obtain the 
deeds of their land, and thereby being kept back a whole 
season, nearly all prefer passing on to the United States, 
where they eventually settle. And I have also been myself 
assured, that the few who remain, almost invariably prefer 
establishing themselves in the seigneuries, to proceeding to 
the townships. On the other hand, Canadians refuse to 
settle in these territories, for causes already explained ; but 
chiefly, in my opnion, from their belief in the superior ad- 
vantages of the tenure enJUfovet that oifree and common 
eoccage^ for persons having little or no capital. We ought 
then to conclude, after what has been explained, that the 
Local Administration, in recommending this change of 
tenure, and persisting in that recommendation, in spite of 
experience, of effects^ the most injurious to the interests of 

* The Law of Lower Canada respecting roads extends not to the townships. 
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the coiintiyy has, as I said before, either been wanting in 
judgment or necessary information, or been influenced by 
views of private interest; which last supposition a]:^)ear8 
the most reasonable. I hope, therefore, Uiat the Imperial 
Government will take into its most serious consideration 
the recommendation of the Select Committee appointed by 
the House of Commons, which recommendation is con- 
tained in that portion of its Report which relates to the 
eld Canadians. 

^^The Committee cannot too strongly express their 
opinion, that the Canadians of French extraction ^ould in 
no degree be disturbed in the peaceful enjoyment of their 
religious laws and privileges, as secured to them by the 
British Acts of Parliament ; and so far from requiring them 
to hold lands on the British tenure, they think that, when the 
lands in the seigneuries are fully occupied, if the descendants 
of the ongLBsl settlers shall still retain their preference to 
the tenure enjftefei aeigneurie^ they see no objection to other 
portions of unoccupied lands in that province being granted 
to them on that tenure, provided that such lands are apart 
from, and not intermixed with the townships.^ 

The wish of ultimately overthrowing the Catholic religion 
may, perhaps, also be ^ven as one of the causes of the prdf 
posed alteration of the tenure in the lands in Lower Canada. 
This object has been a phantom followed, if not so ppenly, 
with as much zeal, and I may add, as much success, as the 
refonnation in Ireland. Protestant influence near the seat 
of Government brought forward the idea of making con* 
verts, and every support, though till lately not very osten.* 
sible, has been ^ven to the Protestant clergy, to put in 
action their secret determination ; but the usual deference 
was so completely laid adde in the formation of the Royal 
Institution before mentioned for the establishment of schools, 
and in the stipulation for fumishii^ the means to the 
teachers, that the Canadian population and their worthy 
pastors became alarmed, and not without cause. It is ple{|sing 
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however^ to observe, that several highly reqiectable and 
welUnformed Members of the Imperial Parliament appear 
to coincide with the unprejudiced and well-disposed part of the 
Canadian population. On the motion of Mr. Wilmot Horton, 
on the aOth of February, 1827, to introduce a Bill authoris- 
ing the sale of lands, called Clergy Reserves, which we think 
were unwisely appropriated to the Protestant clergy by the 
Act of 1791, Mr, Baring said, " that he was entirely op- 
posed to the appropriation of lands to the Protestant clergy 
in this manner, and that it would cause, finally, in Canada, 
the same troubles which were now existing in Ireland.^ Mr. 
Warburton also observed, very justly, " that instead of ap- 
plying the produce of these lands to the benefit of the clergy, 
it ought to be employed in spreading education. The Act of 
1791 , in his opinion, aspired to nothing less than the establish- 
ment of a credence by force, in spite of the people'^s opinion.^ 
Mr. Dawson observed, ^^ that there were two great blunders 
in the Act of 1791. One was the appropriation of a pro- 
vision for a clergy before they had sought to provide any 
kind of congregation ; and the other was, the fixing of lands 
in ecclesiastical hands to the injury of the land itself."* 

In the disposal of the waste lands, the Crown could not 
follow a better rule, than always to adopt that method by 
which they could obtain the greatest return; and if that could 
be done by conceding the lands en seigneurie, rather than in 
townships, I see no reasonable objection to the adoption df 
such a system ; more especially as such a proceeding would 
^ve great satisfaction to the people of the province, and 
would furnish the means of extending the agricultural popu- 
lation, already too much compressed. Be^des the advan- 
tages which would result in the shape of an increased 
revenue, there would also be greater stimulus given to 
emigration. Many proofs of this proposition can be given 
in the opinions formed on the itiiatter by the settlers them- 
selves. The following are among many which might be 
adduced :«- 
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*^ Richard CDUghtrie,yeomaii of Valcartier, in the seigknory 
of St. Gabriel, appeared before the Committee* : — 

** Q. When was the settlement of Valcartier commenced ? 

** A. In the month of August, 1816. 

*^ Q. What distance were the first clearings of Valcartier 
from the last Canadian settlement ? 

<* A. Six miles. 

^^ Q. What was the state of the roads previous to the 
commencement of that settlement, between the last Canadian 
settlements and this new establishment ? 

^^ A, There was no road passable for a cart, or even for a 
single horse, these six miles, during the summer season, by 
reason of the morasses and small streams which intersected 
this road; these being frozen in the winter, the Canadian 
settlers were Enabled to go a distance of a league and a half 
this road, which they did for the purpose of getting wood. 

<^ Q. What extent of road was made by the grantees of 
this tract ? 

^^ A, Two-thirds of a league. 

^< Q. Did you at any time, and when, make a statistical 
table of this settlement ? 

*^ A. Yes, I assisted in the making out one in the autumn 
of 18S0, and at the request of the grantees I made out 
another in the month of January, 18^1, both of which I 
have in my possession. 

*^ Mr. Coughtrie then produced to the Committee the said 
statistical statements, which are as foUoweth : — 


* See First Report of the Committee of the House of Assembly, page 81. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE SETtLEHENT OF 
VALCARTIER. 
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" Q. Has there been anyi and what increase, within the 
period alluded to ? 

" J. There has been an increase of sixty souls ; there are 
twenty houses and upwards. The increase of stock is not 
very considerable. There has been four hundred acres of 
land cleared and clearing. 

" Q, Did you act as agent for any individuals who con- 
tracted for the clearing of land there with emigrants? 

« J. Yes ; I did. 

" Q. What is the number of emigrants, and the number 
of their families; and when did they arrive, and from what 
country came they ? 

" J. Four men, three women, and four children of the 
age of seven years ; they arrived in the month of November, 
from Ireland ; they were three Protestants, and one Catholic. 
The gentleman who employed me had, as I understood from 
him, been requested by the Emigrant Society of Quebec to 
give each of these four heads of families a job of ten acres, 
upon four several lots, to clear and fence, for four gentlemen 
in Quebec, who had undertaken to employ these individuals 
for this purpose, in consideration of the Committee of the 
Emigrant Society obtaining from the Commissioners of the 
Jesuits^ estates a grant of these lots. My duty was, to see 
that these individuals worked faithfully, and to take care that 
they should be as little in advance as possible ; to communi- 
cate from time to time with the principal respecting their 
wants; obtain supplies from time to time from Quebec or 
within the settlement, distribute them amongst them, and 
keep just and true account. 

" Q. How were the purchases made ? 

" A, The pork, which is the most expensive article, was 
purchased by the barrel at the wholesale price ; the flour was 
bought in the market; and the fish from the wholesale dealers. 
The pork cost 3d, per pound ; fish, 14^. a quintal ; flour, 
10^. Gd, a quintal ; pease, 4^. 6d. per bushel. The costs con- 
stituted the whole amount of the advances, except bedding 
and blankets, which were also purchased at the lowest prices. 
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^' Q. What was the amount to be paid to these em^rtnlits, 
upon the fulfilment of each of their jobs ? 

'^ A, Thirty pounds, of which one half could be earned 
during the winter season. 

^< Q. Does this afford a fur prospect of maintaining them 
by their labour ? 

^^ A. Yes; and upon an average diey receive about seven 
pounds in advance up to this season. 

'^ Q. Do you think that an honest and industrious emi* 
grant, obtaining a job of this nature, and a lease upon share 
of the land cleared by him for a term of three years or more, 
would have a fair prospect of supporting his family, and 
becoming himself ultimately a landholder? 

" A. Yes. 

^^ Q. I believe you are yourself an emigrant ; and what 
country ? 

** A, Yes ; I am from Scotland. 

" Q. How long have you been in this country ; and how 
long have you been employed since your arrival here ? 

^^ A. I have been three years in this country in May last 
I came out as a hired farm servant to John Neilson, Esq. of 
this city, and resided with him in that capacity from the time 
of my arrival to the month of September, 1819. Mr. Neil- 
son, to oblige me, had previously sold to me, at a moderate 
rate, a farm at Valcartier (upon which there was no clearing), 
of three arpents in front, upon thirty in depth, where I now 
reside. I subsequently obtained from the Commissioners of 
the Jesuits^ estates, in the month of November, 1819) in 
common with nine pthers, a lot of ground of three acres 
in front, by somewhat more than thirty acres in depth, in the 
fifth concession. 

^^ Q. Is this the same fifth concession which is mentioned 
in' the statistical table which you laid before this Committee ? 

^^ A. Yes ; and all the settlers, except one Canadian, are 
emigrants from Scotland and Ireland; five of them are 
Irishmen, four of them Scotchmen : they arrived here chiefly 
in the year 1818, and they have a fur prospect, by industry 


190 WASTE LANDS. 

and bonesty, to become Itmdholdera, and to support their 
families with the produce of their farms*. 

*^ Q. In what length of time does an able-bodied emigrant 
usually learn to chop wood and dear land^and build log houses 
and bams ? 

" A. In about three months.'' 

Ferdinand Murphy was also examined by the Committee, 
and said, ^^ that he belonged to the south of Ireland, and 
came to Canada in the jear 18S1* He arrived in Quebec 
with his sister, and had only twenty-^ne shillings in money. 
He went to Valcartier, and chopped and cleared five acres of 
land, at the rate of three pounds per acre ; he had received 
an advance of provisions, clothes, and other necessaries, 
amounting . to about half the fifteen pounds he was to 
receive on having completed the job. In the spring he 
received the balance. Afterwards he took a farm of ninety 
acres on the Jesuits' estates, cleared fifty-six acres, and in 
1827 his crop was 946 bushels of potatoes, the produce of 
forty-seven bushels planted, 100 bushels of oats, 700 bundlerf' 
of hay, &c. &c. He now has the means of buying cattk, and 
living comfortably,'' be. &c« 

This evidence will, I hope, suffice to convince my readers 
that an industrious emigrant, without any other asdstance 
than his own activity, is able to settle upon a seigneurie ; 
and in which, possessing a lot of land of about two acres in 
breadth and forty or fifty in depth, and for whidi he pays an 
exceedingly smaU rent, say twelve or fifteen shillings, he can 
provide abundantly for his family at the end of three or four 
years. On the contrary, to obtain the same quantity of land 
in the townships, he must of necesnty have a large sum of 
ready money, which, unfortunately, in the greater number 
of ca8es,isimposfflble. Twoother objects, of the greatest im- 
portance in anew settkme&t, are also attained in a sdgneotie, 

* The new settlements on Lake Beaupoxt, in Stoneham, St Patrick, and 
Port Neuf, are all in a flourishing state, and come in support of the statimeflt 
made by Goughtrie. 

t A \nmd^ weigha ei^iteea |k>mds. 
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vix. a flour mill and a saw-mili; for not only is the seigneur 
obliged in, most cases, by law, but it is also for his own in- 
terest, to provide the inhabitants with the means of grinding 
their com and constructing their houses; which cannot be 
done in a township till the population is sufficiently dense to 
pay the proprietor of the mill. 

I must, however, allow that each tenure has advantages 
and disadvantages not possessed by the other; and that when 
a country is once settled, the tenure of Jree and common 
ioccage is probably more adviantageous ; but that to form, 
with rapidity, new settlements, the tenure en fief gives to a 
.poor man decided advantages. This, in Lower Canada, has 
been proved by experience. 

A Bill for the encouragement of emigration passed in 
both Houses of the Provincial Parliament during the last 
sesrion^ and is one of those reserved for the approbation of 
His Majesty*. 

* See Appendix, No. XV. 
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f 
t 

xRemtdies Proposed* ... 

A coxvEftSATTOK \rbich occurred daring the last meeUisg^ 
rf the imperial Partiament gtvea'us reoson to belfeve tbuti m 
Ae approaching sessioii^ some le^lative measore^ irill b^ 
proposed as sl, remedy for the evils which now, by all, aref 
allowed to exist in the Canadian Grovemment. For the pur- 
pose of contributing, as far as my humble abilities permit, to' 
the desirable end of improvement, I will endeavour to pmnt' 
out the circumstances which, in my opinion j can alone hring 
about any beneficial result. 

In every thing I shidl here advance, one assomption will, 
throughout, be kept in view : I shall take it as incontroverti^' 
ble, that the intere^s of England and Canada are identical; 
that, to promote the wet&re of Canada, will never be to 
oppose that of the mother country; that what injures the 
former injures the latter; that inasmuch as the welfare of 
Canada must be in jeopardy while the government is a bad 
one, it is for the interest of £ngland that such government 
should not exist ; that existing, it should be reformed. If, 
th^efore, by any observation, I hereafter prove an institu- 
tion to be advantageous to the colony, as respects its govern^ 
ment, I shall consider it useless to prove it useful, or not 
injurious, to England. It is die intention of England topio^ 
vide for the good government of her colonies ; her aid to diem 
is afforded partly for that purpose; never for one apposed 
to it. A more bitter libel upon the justice of the moth» 
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eountry could hardly be iitiagined, than to suppose the asP* 
sumption here menticmed, unwarranted. 

If the reader have carefully gone through the staten^nts 
I have already made, and if he believe those statements 
to be true, he caniiot have failed to perceive that there are 
two evils in the Caiiadian Government, both springing from 
the same source : the one being the hindrance to improve^ 
ment, created by the discord existing among the various 
portions of the Legislature ; the other, positive mischief 
that has been created by the conduct of one section of the 
Grovemment. The discord and the poative mischief have 
bad their immediate ori^n in the interests of the Executive 
Council; which interests have been rendered powerful to 
had purposes, by the faulty composition of the Legislative 
Council. 

From circumstances already explained, the Legislative 
Council has hitherto been almost entirely composed o^ 
persons holding the office of Executive Councillor. > The 
Executive and Legislative Councils have, in fact, been shown 
to be two bodies differing in name, but identical as to the 
persons composing them. The immediate consequence of 
this arrangement has been, to give the Executive Council 
a power both over the conduct of the Governor and the 
deliberations of the Legislature ; no desire of the Governor^ 
however beneficial, could be carried into execution, when 
opposed to their wishes; no proposed enactment could 
receive the sanction of the Legislature, if contrary to their 
interests. For.yearis this has continued ; while the country 
was passive or powerless, misconduct in the acting members 
of the Government was the invariable result: when the 
country began to exercise the power in the Legislature, 
wisely conferred by the mother country, confusion, discord, 
and at length a complete stoppage of the whole working 
of the Government ensued. 

These are the evils complained of— >the circumstance/here 
mentioned isf the cause of those evils. Now, for the remedies. ' 

It has beeh propdised to alter the composition of the 
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ILiegislative Council; to malfe it (like the Hoi^ of P^rs in 
England) the representation of the landed aristocracy. There 
is one fatal objection to this proposal : , there is no landed aris- 
tocracy in Canada. The seigneurs are not entitled to thut 
appellation ; the rights tbey possess, hith^o,. has conferred 
on them no political, no monied predominancy $ they are 
not richer-— they are not more enlightened .than some c^ the 
other portions of the community ; their rights over the land 
are not so important as the rights of the tenants ; they have 
not so great an interest in what concerns the land as th^ 
tenants who hold under them* If these be the material out of 
which to form this landed aristocracy,, the greatest nun^er of 
the seigneurs afiPord it not ; we -should rather take the vassals 
as the more eligible, but the vassals are too numerous. There 
is no reason for choosing one rather than another. The 
vassals^ therefore, cannot properly be used for the purpose of 
erecting this nobility. 

, Suppose, however, that, in fipite of these considerations, 
the seigneurs were constituted the Le^slative Council, what 
^ould be the result? They either agree with the House of 
Assembly, or they do not ; if they agree, what need is there 
for this cumbersome and expei^i ve machinery ? They possess 
no great wealth ; they cannot, therefore, exercise that sort of 
influence over society and the government which wealth 
allows. Xiet not the world here beUeve that this body would 
be what its protot}rpe is supposed to be — ^the encouragers of 
sdence; the creators of polished and ^egant society ; the 
supporters of the pleasure-creating arts : they, of necessity, 
would either be hard-^working citizens, or be poorer than the 
rest of the educated community. Moreover, they would 
have precisely die same feelings, the same o^Hinions as the 
House of Assembly ; they would introduce no new element 
into the compo^ticm of the government ; it would still be of 
the same materials, with this diffQrence, it would be more 
clumsy and expensive; If we suppose this new Legislative 
Cocrn^l opposed to the House of Assembly, what then would 
be the result? Precisely the same discord as at present; 
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the same hindrance of business ; the same ill fe?liog and 
jealousy which now exist. The House of Assembly most 
for years^ as at present constituted^ represent the community. 
If the Legislative Council opposed the Hou^, it would 
oppose the wishes of the community ; it could not possibly 
exercise any influence upon the. elections; in spite of all 
endeavours, the community would return whom they pleased, 
and thus discord would-be insured under this supposiiiw 
between two members of the Legislature. 

As by this arrangement the council would be <M>mposed 
of hereditary members, the Gpv^rament .of Eoglapd would 
find that they had added another difficulty to those now 
existing in ruling the colony ;-— they would find that to ail 
good purposes the council would be an untractable body. 
If the cpundl differed from the House, it would be on ac- 
count of its own interests, as opposed to that of the colony 
generally; with this class the English Government would 
have nothing in common. The Government would therefor^ 
meet the council in constant opposition ; and meeting it thus, 
they would quickly learn, to their own cost, how unyielding 
an assembly they had unluckily created. The intseaCs 
of England would, in the eyes of such an hereditary oouocil, 
be a constant source of jealousy : the council would desire 
to be dominant — dominant for its own ends ; in this supre* 
macy of rule they would fear and bate so powerful a patti- 
cipant as England ; their constant epde^our therefore would 
be, to rid themselves of this disagreeable contipe^ ; a toostant 
scene of vexation, trouble and retardment of busings caa* 
easily be conceived a» resulting from tJi^s.propoaed aUeratioo; 
. If, however, it be proposed to reQder the council an asaem-* 
blage of persons chosen £or life at the will of tbei King ; and 
to render it imperative on the E^ecujti^ to chQ09Ci:tbe mewb* 
bers from the class of seigneurs, some persona ooay believe 
all the evils above mentioned to be oopapUt^ly obviateid : «uch • 
would not be the case. One of two sets of curcumstaooea 
would occur : ^ther the councillors would be kept in .the 
government interest by obtaining the lucrative posts of the 


196 REMEDIES PROPOSED. 

counUy ; or being not so retained and being, elected for life, 
they would be completely independent of the government o£ 
England. 

Under the first supposition, the state of things would differ 
nothing from the present; the government would, in fact, 
be in die hands, not of the English ]\finistry, but of a few 
grasping councillors. England would derive no benefit from 
die colony, more than at present ; she would be hated as the 
abettor of bad government, and stand in great danger of 
kwang the colony for ever. 

Under the second supposition, the council, being inde- 
pendent of the English ministry, would fall under one of the 
two states I had before supposed ; either being friends, and 
coinciding with the House of Assembly — and then all the 
uselessness of the council, as then explained, would be ngtani- 
fest : or it would oppose the House, and then the misdiiev- 
ousness before pointed out would result from its establishment ; 
so that a Legislative Coundl, even under this last arrange- 
ment, is shown either to be useless or mischievous. 

The alteration which I propose is, to abolish thb Le- 
gislative CouHciL, and to place the legislative powers in 
he House of AssemUy and the Governor. 

Let us discuss die objections to this proposal 

It is first objected, that it would be injurious to the inte- 
rests of England. 

To this it may. be answered— -1^^ That if it be beneficial 
to the colony, it is but decent to consider it beneficial to 
Enghind ; for if it be of use to the colony, but mischievous 
to England, the consequence that England is mischievous to 
the colony is but too manifest. This, however, is a suppo- 
skion which I cannot for a moment entertain ; nor would 
those, I believe, who put this objection forward : they would 
not maintain it in so many words, but they constantly sup- 
pwt the opinion by such statements as the present. Engli^id, 
however, cannot deore such advocacy, or ground her objec- 
tions to the arrangement proposed upon such a plea* How- 
ever, let us for an instant entertain the objection. 
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irld. The interests of England, as connected irith the 
colony, are usually supposed to consist— ^r«^, in the trade 
carried on with the colony ; secondly y in the employttient or 
salaries found in the colony for portions of the English 
people. How are either of these interests to be injured by 
the present arrangement ? 

As the trade can only be injured, as' far as this alteration 
is concerned, by a supposed alteration in the laws regulating 
trade, we must believe that the Grovemor, who possesses a 
*oeto upon all laws, would coincide with the House in making 
these bad laws ; that is^ laws bad for England. But this is 
a monstrous supposition. The Governor is an Englishman 
invariably ; he would possess the power, as at present, to 
delay or refuse his assent to any law ; and we must believe 
him to have suiScient sense to perceive that a law does influ- 
ence trade ; and if he knows not what influence it may have, 
that he would be sufficiently prudent to send to England for 
instructions how to act If he have not this prudence, he is 
a bad Governor ; and the evil is not in the frame of the go- 
vernment, but the ill-advised conduct of the Ministry in 
sending out an incapable servant. In proposing laws, how- 
ever — ^laws necessary from circimistances newly arisen — ^it may 
be said the Governor will be powerless ; or if not powerless in 
proposing, he will be utterly incapable of getting them passed. 
Powerless, as to proposing laws, he would not be : by mes- 
sage, as at present, he might propose any measure ; and as 
to passing laws, he and the Legislative Council are now 
equally weak. What assistance does he or the English 
Ministry derive, to this end, from a Legislative Council ? 
They do not — they cannot forward a law through the House 
of Assembly at present. How then can any one believe that 
the government would, on this head be weaker than at present, 
supposing the council abolished ? These observations apply 
to every law, whether regarding trade or any other matter ; 
I will therefore now pass to the second conidderation. 

It may be said that the House of Assembly would abolish 
a large portion of the present offices in the colony, and thus 
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deprive the English people of the means of deriving support 
from their Canadian colony. It is somewhat remarkable how 
all the arguments of the pretended favourers of English, in- 
terests invariably insinuate that the dominion of f^ngland is 
a mischievous dominion. In answer to this objection I ask, 
are the offices now existing necessary or not ? If necessary, 
what reason has any one to believe that they would not be 
continued. The House of Assembly has hitherto preserved 
these offices, having always had the same power to abolish 
them as would be given to them by the proposed alteration. 
The House moreover is not entirely destitute of sense, and 
is as likely to perceive whether an office is or is not neces- 
sary without the assistance of a Legislative Council as with 
it. If, indeed, the offices are not necessary (and by the 
manner rf those who make this objection, we are led to be- . 
lieve such to be their opinion), then they are continued by 
an evil influence, and for an evil end. The end being, ac- 
cording to these persons, to forward English interests ; the 
consequence, that English interests are mischievous to the 
colony, is again thrust upon us. But, as before, I will not 
entertain such an insinuation ; I will assume the offices to 
be necessary offices, and taking the past conduct of the As- 
sembly as an example of its future behaviour, we may fairly 
assert that the offices being necessary will be continued. So 
much for the injury to be done to English interests. 

Let us now see the benefits to be derived to the 
colony. 

1. The first benefit will be, the ridding the colony of all the 
load of expense entailed by the mere existence of a double 
Legislative Assembly. 

^. The second would be, the exclusion of all persons in 
the government, not really interested therein. 

8. The third, the exclusion of such as are improperly 
interested. 

4. The fourth, the prevention of discord between the 
different members of the government and the different classes 
of society. 
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Otibe first benefit I neled say nothing ; the inattet is too 
obvious to need comment. The remainder need some ex- 
planation. 

The exclusion of persons not really interested in the busi- 
ness of government is an important matter; though not 
usually esteemed as highly as it deserves. A man not in- 
terested in any proceeding is generally, as regards that 
proceeding, an idle man; he, by his idleness, delays its. 
execution; moreover, not having much interest in. the 
consideration of questions arising, he takes' not the due 
care to form opinions repecting them. He is also not de- 
sh'ous of having his opinion opposed or discussed, because 
trouble is thereby created. He thus usually forms wrong 
judgments, and is staunch in maintaining them, using, as 
his means of supporting his own doctrines, the strength of 
idleness — a dull, silent, dogged opposition. In the present 
Legislative Council there are some few members placed in 
this situation. They have litde interest in the designs of 
the major part ; they are, therefore, not very actively mis- 
chievous, but generally, from mere habit^ and sometimes . 
from a species of sympathy, go with the prevailing party. 
On such questions as are really open questions, they act 
as I have described idle men usually to act; not very 
solicitous whether they come to a right determination, but 
peculiarly stiff in that which they have first determined to 
hold. These are excresceiices which it would be well to 
lop off. 

The excluding from the Legislature persons who have a 
mischievous interest, is a benefit upon which I need not 
enlarge; neither need I spend much time in endeavouring 
to show that such persons have existed, and do exist in the 
present Council. The whole preceding observations of this 
work have almost all tended to support this proposition : I 
can add nothing to what has already been advanced ; so that 
if I should now attempt a proof of the matter, I should 
merely repeat what has already been laid before the reader. 
It msy, however, be well to observe, that this influence of 
mischievous interest over the determinations of the Legislar- 
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tiv^Cc^iiOfpU bA8 h^n t|ie gt^at source of the evils whicl^ 
hny^.ipitherto.exUted in theCanadiau Government; tl{^4{^) 
destrpj the influence of suqb mischievous interest, i^.jtPf 
destroy, in fact, the evils resulting from it ; that, in truth, the. 
question at pr^»^(. is, aot /whether, tbp measure I [»:op9se 
will destroy, thifB evjil, but ; .whether, in so doings other and^ 
greater ^yils may ^t ijijecessarily ari^. This qv^estion, J^^ 
belieye, I have already settled, by the answe]:;^ given to obh. 
ject^ons raised ypop. the matter. One. ol^ection, . how^ver,^ 
reijiains^ which des^;es consideration, and which is usu^ly. 
adv;anc^d, with no smalji ^egri^e of confidence by those who, 
spek tQ maintain, the pre^^nt mi^scl^fvous order of thi^^, 
How, it is asked, are y^^ tp pnevent discord from^ ^4^8* 
betweeaa the Governor and , the House of AssemUy^r andv 
creating all the misphiefs which upjiv ex^t in consec|ue;Dce of^ 
hindrance to .the business of government P The anissiver .\S) 

The present; hindrance arises from an oipposition existi9g> 
among the members of the {legislature ; whidi opppsitiqn i^^ 
created by a difference of interests in these two branches. It. 
is the interest of one, branch to pernnt the Executive, 
Council to act without control ; to derive whatever wealth 
it possib^ can frpm the country, without being subject ta, 
insp^tion or hindrance : it is the interest of the House of 
Assembly to prevent this. This difference of interests woi^d 
not exist between, the Governor and the House. The 
Governor is the representative of England, but England 
has interests identical with those of the colony ; and the 
int^ests of the, colony are fairly represented by the House, 
of, Assei^bly*. How. then can discord arise between, the 
Governor and the House. They may indeed take a different^^ 
view of the same subject, merely from circumstances ui^c^n- 
nected with inter€|st; but such differences seldom last long,, 
and are not likely to create discx>rd« Discussion must in the. 

* If any person assert that the present representation is not a Mr one, I 
answer, make any alteraticm therein which more nearly apprcmimates to the' 
perfect r^resentat^on of the interests of every UNinridnal im Ihe pbi9B9|M|j|f.^ 
Of the composition of the House of Assembly I shall immediately speak. 


end put an end to opposttibn in conclodiotty, 'Wh^i^ iudl' 
dppoation is the result soldy of the uhderstaudSng. Trifrfi' 
wfll evehtnally prevail over error, whfen erior is not backed!^ 
by interest: ...... r. 

It may be said; however, that the Gbvemor will have 
predsely the same interest to derive we^ih from the eom-'. 
munity as have the Legishitive and 'Exctrtydve Comidls ; 
and that by this means discord will arise. '* This, ugadn, is 
paying a bad compliment to English doidinion. H6w dpes^ 
the Grovemor possess this interest more than other servants- 
of the public? And how does it happeii that, possesring 
snch an evil interest, he has poWer to turn it to so bad a 
purpose as creating discord, and hindering the opefatidnsr 
of die Government. In-liie case of the President of th^ 
United States, the same interest must exist ; but he does not 
promote it. Why ? Because he would thereby lose the 
good*will of the country, and would inevitably lose bis. 
situation: so with the Governor of Canada; he mi^ht 
possess the same interest, but he would not dare to forward 
it,^ because the wisdom and justice of the English Crovern- 
ment would produce predsely the same effect as the self- 
interest of the people of the United States. The English* 
Government would recall an officer who used his power to 
so bad a purpose. To assert that they would not do so, 
would be to assert, that the Control of the English Ministry 
over their servant is inferior to the control 'of the United 
States people over their servant ; it is, in fisict, asserting, and 
that pretty broadly, that the Government of England is not 
so good a Government as the colony could institute if left 
to its own guidance; which is again a propodidon I can by 
no means consent to entertain. 

Having discussed the difficulties connected with this part 
of the subject, I will pass to the conidderation of the compo- 
sdon of the House of Assembly. 

Among the persons who call themselves Liberals^ in. 
Canada, there are two, parties; one i$. composed of a few 
commetcia} men of wealth, who have had suffimnt.penetr»» 
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tibn to detect the etils of the present Govemment, to see 
that they themselves derive no benefit therefrom ; thej are 
therefore opposed to the present Government, and from 
this opposition are considered persons of liberal feelings. 
Existing evils pressing u^n ourselves, though thej make us 
jean with true philanthropists, by no means make us philan- 
thropists ourselves. The desire to benefit the country by <^ 
position, and the desire to benefit our own individual interests, 
may lead to conduct in some cases similar, while opposition 
. is alone concerned ; but when remedies are to be proposed, 
when, after having pulled down, we are called upon to build 
up, the plans and behaviour of the merely selfish opposer, and 
his truly liberal compeer becomes widely difierent. Among 
his first class of opposers are to be numbered the party in 
Canada I have just mentioned; among the second class 
come the second party above alluded to, viz. such persons who 
are opposed to the Government, because they deem it inju- 
rious to the general welfare. Two parties thus existing — two 
parties having such different ends in view, though the means 
adopted by them have hitherto been the* same, it is not to be 
wondered at, that their plans of reform should be widely dis- 
similar. The first party propose so to regulate the repre- 
sentation of the country, that a large portion of the members 
should be returned by pertons connected with themselves in 
feelings and interests ; the second party propose, that the 
representation of the country should, in fact, represent the 
whole people; and, as a itieans to this end, they propose, 
that of the population the greater number should have the 
greatest weight; that regulating the representation by the 
population, the French Catiadians must of necessity be, 
from their numbers, the persons bovihg the greatest sway 
in the House of Assembly. Nine-tentha of the people ari! 
French Canadians; and it is monstrous, say this second 
party, to give the last tenth an equal, or more than equal, 
share in the Government 6f the country. English interests, 
meaning thereby the interest of persons speaking English in 
the colony, ought not, say they^ to be dominant; the first 
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party exclaim against this, assertion, and when called upon 
to explain why they oppose so reasonable^ an opinion, they 
are obliged to confess, that they believe the English, that i«, 
their own interests, to be of more worth than those of the re- 
maining population ; in other words, pne-t^ntb of the popu- 
lation, possessing one-tenth of the whole >prpperty c£ the 
community, is to be set over and considered of more import* 
ance than the other nine^tenths. To state this monstruous 
proposition is to refute it. 

What then, I may be asked, is the reform most desirable.? 
My answer is, to make the representation of the .people an 
hourly increasing representation ; increasing with the increase, 
of the population, and in precise proportion to that increase. 
Let this be done without reference to any party, to any sect, 
to any language. If ever it should happen that the ma- 
jority of the people should be of English extraction, the 
same principles which now render it just for the French 
Canadians, being the majority, to be the dominant section, 
would then render it just that the English Canadians should 
possess the chief sway. Principles do not change, though 
our circumstances may ; but men are too apt to use a just 
principle so, long as it accords with their interests, ^nd.dis^ 
card it so soon as it becomes inconvenient : and it is to be 
feared that many who now insist on the propriety of the 
major part of the interests of a country being the subject of 
major condderation, would, under different circumstances^ 
turn round and desert their principle. I beseech my country- 
men to let no man lead them into this error. That Tf hioh i$ 
just for them to-day^ will, under the same circun^stances, be 
just for their neighbour to-morrow. The same, principle 
which Qi:^ht to govern the representation of the country 
now, ought, to vgovem it a century hence: the greater 
number of interest^ ought to be the subject pf ^Qroater cop* 
sideration. They, however, who would induce, the people to 
believe that the population, because differently descended, 
have different interests — are enemies to the people — ^are blind 
or dishonest guides. My countryman, who dwells in the 
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township of Godmanchester, has the same interest in good 
government that I have, who dwell upon the seignenrie 
of ■'■■■■. He, like myself, wants justice cheap ; wants per- 
fect protection for his person and his property. He, like me, 
wants good schools and good roads ; wise and frugal repre- 
sentatives. In short, he wants a good government — so do I. 
In what then do we differ ? He, being an honest man, does 
not desire to plunder my house : I have no desire to plunder 
his. He does not wish to disturb me while worshipping 
according to my ifeli^on ; I have no wish to interrupt his 
prayers. He, if honest, has no deare to make me his slave, 
to rule over me : I want not to rule over him. All I want, 
all he wants is, to be peaceful and undisturbed in our honest 
vocations. Let him not believe that deceitful, treacherous, 
pretended friend who would teach him any other doctrine. 
, Let him live in good fellowship with his neighbour ; and 
whether that neighbour be a French or Anglo-Canadian, so 
long as he is one of the people, let him be assured they both 
have precisely the same interests in common ; that they are, 
in truth, members of the same community. 

The House of Assembly last year acted upon this prin- 
ciple; and the reader, by turning to the Appendix (No. XV.), 
will there learn, that a fair representation was by them pro- 
posed, and the Bill, with few amendments from the Legis- 
lative Council, has passed through both Houses, and is one 
of those left for the approbation of His Majesty/* To the 
House I would say, persevere in this honest course, and 
eventually you must succeed. A perfect representation is 
essential to the happiness. of the great majority of the nation ; 
and, as that nation^s representatives, it is your duty to strive 
stedfastly for its attainment To the government of England 
I say, — Abolish the Legislative Coundl, and you will have 
done all that is needed of you towards providing for the. 
welfare of Canada. 

* It has since received the sanction of His Mijesty. 
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No. I. 

The Sttguenajf Territory. 

i^ OR several reasons, which will appear in the sequel, I think it advantageous 
to lay before the public information respecting this important part of Lower 
Canada. To the Government at home, and to settlers, the subject may be 
properly regarded as one of considerable interest 

In latitude 48^ 2(K north, and 72o 3(y west longitude, in the middle of 
the course of the river St Lawrence, a little above the isle of Bic, where all 
vessels coming from Europe, or other parts of the world, can arrive without 
much danger, even without the aid of pilots, is situated an immense and deep 
river, called the Saguenay, which takes its principal source In the lake St 
Jean, which much resembles the lakes so well known in Upper Canada. The 
mouth of the river Saguenay forms the harbour of Tadousac, wherein ships 
of the greatest burden can ride with perfect safety in the most tempestuoua 
weather, owing to the high lands by which the harbour is surrounded, and 
which rise immediately from the water. As I am desirous of giving my 
readers a particular description of this portion of the country, hitherto most 
shamefully neglected, but which must, eventually, become of the highest po- 
litical importance*, I shall reserve whatever observations it may be requisite 
to make for the end of this article, and at present lay before them extracts 
of the evidence given by different persons before the Committee of the House 
of Assembly. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bouchette, Surveyor-General of the province, appeared 
before the Committee, and said:—* 

* Difierent nirvejs have taken place this year which I have no donbt, when pnbUihed, 
win thoronghly Corroborate my itatemeat. 
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" Xiower Canadft conprthttids uk extent of l«Rkw]r«£ IM^OGO 
mileg; of that gEeat wp^cfioiM. not hmmw tbui akout 25^000 iq;90,IIIO nuty ^ 
said to have been expkced «4 tolevtUy known* and about one^balf Acraol 
actually sunre|reds tfaoiefoii^ it appean that about fonr-fifttyi of Jjim^ 
Canada remain unenvloted and but lit^ known, and even thai ia obtained 
from aketcheg and deaoriptiQna thrangb traveller^ tndan, and a bmigwM. i nf 
the soil-^the Indiana." 

On referring to the moat recent maps of Canada, itwill be pevceived, boi^A^ 
ever, that numerous large ziveia flowing towatdaibofit Lawrcnee, and tikiHg 
their rise in the mountains whioh divide tiiese waten.fiom those wtaUi dia»' 
chaige themselves into Hudson's Bay, tmvene an immenae tract ef countrf^ 
the most considerable of which are the Saguenay, IhetiSt Maurioe, and lb** 
Grand, or Ottawa river. The Saguenay,' which ia navigable for huge veasek' 
to Cbicoutimy, a distance of about ninety miles, and thence, for boats, to lalse^ 
Stt. John, fertilises in its coume a wide expanse of oountiry, by Jiininm i>bb< ' 
tributary streams and brancbeaon either aide, wfa&ch ahoidd form a oompsoN^ - 
tive view of the extent of territtsy fit £nr cidture lying along the border* of liio 
St. Z«awrence $ and its branches poasess ^ual advantages in a proportional^ 
degree. The same may be said of the Ottawn, whose principal source riaca ii-^ 
lal(e Temiskaming, traveraing (to its con^uenoo into tfao'St Lawrence) a afkaoe^' 
of country of about 800 miles. The river St. Maurice^ although not so ^Hde 
aa either of the feormer, winds Ihroni^ as great a spaoe of comtry as liM 
Saguenay. Can it be doubted that, possessing snc^ natural advantages,' sUett ' 
. CTbaiistless treasures, that any encouragement held oul^ widi a view <tf eolo^^ 
hizing that valuable tract of country, would fail in its dbjeict ? 

Francis Verrault appeared before the Comhiittee^ and said :—« 

" That he was sixty*five years old^ and that, firdm the ^ of fttbMn to liMt 
fell, he had remained in the Saguenay country; that the liver Sagiienay !»' 
twenty leagues from its mouth to ChicOuthny^ as fer Os which place the tide 
extends ; the general breaddi of the river is iteee qttftHers of a' league ; ^af ft 
is extremely deep until within three leagues of Chicdutittiy." ' 

Ob being asked what streams flowed Itato the Saguehay or into lake St John, 
their length, breadth, depth, and course respectively, how fer navigable, knd 
what kind of fish were found in the Saguenay cnr' in lake St" Jolm; or Id ' 
the streams which empty themsdves into either, his AhiiWer was : — ' ' 

** There are many : the river St Mar^erite, rfavigable for canoes through* 
an extent of forty leagues, empties itself into the Saguenay, seven leagu^ 
from its mouth on the nordi side^ the river L*Ance St Jean, navi^ble "^^ 
canoes fifteen lesgues, empties itself into the Saguiehiy, on the south ride,' two 
leagues above the river St Marguerite, L*Ance de la Tfinite,' the BaSe d^ ' 
Ha, Ha, the river & Vafin, all navigable^ to candes, from twelve to fifljr Ifeagues, 
fell into the Saguenay; and many streams in which there is exceSeht stdDadn*^ 
fishery. 

The river Chicoutin^, where the port is situated, flowji frbrt the sotrth, H ' 
eight arpents wide, and navigaMefor Airty leagues in canoes. Above the 
fort of Cbicoutimy, the distanee, as fa^ iis lake St John, Is tMrty lea^fues^ by 
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1^ th0i lliE*T«liM^^'(iaBgltk»)« saifen lea|fiic» Idhgri ibulr r^en, mtwigMe 
Jop^.MMM^' oHptirdnHiiNiref iiittM:MB'tad», amt moiSiep into ^e Saguentiy.- 
A^' tHe ^diiKrtNMotf- tliiw«<^uii«Bi« 'of^ i^ l«agae aaother-MBe 'W reiwliied,' 
>iflwk^bgr « iBMiiltf'Wietand ottift^ri^nnk Laki^ St Jottti n fourteen hngcecif 
hogaaA iamttttm mittp'lM0htmgmii' INn a bmU ttfeir wMeh eiopti^ itself 
into that lake, is a conndemble river, navigable for canoes, ihitty leag^u^ 
aMLib te««n aifimtswidB; il; is- calM Me t AbHdS mt an, whsere A^reis a pott 
". <^ On AaismA sidao^Mw BLJpkAli^^be ritey PiMMwAi {i^€ curious rivet) ; 
4W* nttBi»*i»giveniiottlMit mer iMoanse-iis ivMer is cfear, and game and ftili' 
4lmmd .tlMnw It*is nmigaUe for oattoc%«nd'is'BHiiat6d twidve leligties ftmn 
(ikr.QiNAet.of kJurSirJokn. • Two leagues Mgher np is the river Mkiatthd 
(the lavge rock), navigable for forty leagaeSy at least ; by this riv^, at least 
fmtf snafl kbea and entyinf plaoea are passed tttteack fadie-MlstUsBmi; irt^h 
mfifdam'kmii pfto H«iaen*s Bsy s .tfaia idee is «(f least innety leagues kmg, by 
si9KPFi»teeadlii^aQdfidl of islandB i smoe <tf these itdands are large. - Another 
latoi catted. ZtoaislrfsiiiNg iymy deep laice)^ l^ads'teivrards' the ports in Ae 
r#a£ of Montieal, but wkeve be had never tmvelled. <In all- the lakes and rit^ra 
M ahonndi iliat i^ to.SBy,.pili;^ nldts fish (three foet loi^), sritoon trout fhe 
li«d .takea tome: weigiungfotty^^two pounds t ' axKMiier kmd of tiout, only 
foifAd in lakes wImm: the waCtr is dear, the Indians ealled it' Mai^gdimhe 
(mMndk meaanliie loqgJih)^ it ia.ettrelttely fli^ of «xcelli9nt flavdur, some- 
tamw^ two or thsee ftistdeng jnd eigfat inehte thick \ tittre Js a great^deal of 
p 9imm 4fr4f perckemdest oaipaf twokaadsy white and red) he had neta kred 
carp two feet and a half longv&c..£te*-. ' •^- " ■ 

. " He had only beeii.'seyflntyJesgiies. from Miitiiiini ; (^ mostconunon 
timher-along tke.ou^ isjrod spraoe : .there is also'.poplar, bhreh, and a gireat 
de^ gf swamp SfmHse*. . . -; 

**i He had goi|e vimA twice t». ThneBiveM^ by the ftagucoay." 

The descff^tioDk of bis txaveffing^ woidd not beintcvestng to tiie generality 
of my readers, and tlvi]Refar«iX will pio<;eed at nnce to matteva of more gtoend 
impoirtfnce. |:n^iat4>bsejr¥ei.h«speveK^ that the uundKr of kikes aadrif«n^ 
appwemiy commiiiifi«ring or. at vesy small distances, firam each otbtor, men- 
tioned )»y, this witness and many.othen» is. perfectly aatomahing, and showb 
the necessity, of ey^ibriiig m^ set^ing^; as soon as possible, a country whore 
th^.se^mft to. be sompi^ n^mal and;loeid advantages. ' < 

Qn being Risked what waa-tliwd natinre of the soU, and when spring and winter 
began in t^ various parts thnough whish he htdtratnlled, his answrnrwaa: 

''.That the, .soil ikbout Tad<9iiiiitux,waa mere aand^ and only fit for tha 
culturje.of poti^to^j on asoendii^ the S^guenay^ aU the bays and the in* 
teid^or, on both sides consisted of gppd soilt fit f^r cuJlivaition ; there was lihle 
difi5^re]Chpe between the dimate. of th#t plsce and Ihtt of Quebec ; all sorts of 
pulse^ and melons and cucumbers ripened there; towards Chicoutimy, the gen- 
tlemen of that part had. gardens which pi^i^ced cttcumbant, melons, onicsts, 
and,, in a word» ev^ thing that was produced in Quebec ; towards lake 
$t fpliQ, andidl arouiid it^ th^ lands were excellent ; the Jesuits formerly had 
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Iftt^'pkditHl iQriiim, itfll cslrt, atad Hm fenwHnuidt fcf tlw pMogh %«»# 

h»liid y)B» OftBuiilwigitei "ly ifaat thetj Md ftwd the Mfl'fliie'wi^ireiy 

ilfeebdltilf lito;rii^)«M llisiuitei «nA AaiaiipaiMMiiii •«Mcii' tair fatft-Mfev 
St.' M», IJbe AoUmUiA cUttate vexe ^qtudlf goodi, te. te." It ww Mite t#^ 
ifnftfk^ tiwtj iM<HigiiWe9f trfM Oie Mitf|^flt of ti^eM«f ft'iM«flte M igiitlil 
did ttot idiEdt «f «uhh«lMn, n]^ tanoi^iig'ft ^iMe iMM llie'^ltlMMNiy 4Br«{idMi 
fiterin^tiie^sndiintMiiMiilil^ ddxt tbmie i«vtiM,^lMtF«v*'«lwaytf««M «4e9«i 
eounfry, >ii4iei« Ate 1b^ wm teftOeto « veiy great tiiMMe, «od die loU lAongr 
A^ «mdl riven, iNliidk enp^F tiieiaaMlvee lata Ihe hi^r lebHi iwwtoiitoliy 
gMc^ and fBTt^erlbr « ireff great dietaBoe. 

"^ FhMn TaioMMU! to tiw fbat «f the Mi](ldt fwaawBe, inr a tia0t^«f 
aeveiity«il?8 le^gaei^ tiieiB ^ftm « giwat (fonit^ af Mkf trataj aacHiaitag''af 
lAite^iiiie, vtA pme, arii^ i^nace of every kbd,' «fa%Uack Miali'aad aa^pl^ 
bei^de* eeveral other Idiidi of timber, aa iHiiaribiabh,* poplar, aep^ gttiy 
and red epniee, ftc ftc*' 

Oa beia^ a«ked, if ihete vaiioai tfcriber aai^^tw ^Hnm^tiMf ty ^dia eaeaiid 
atreams he bad BMHtioaed, to aoaoe flaoa wheat .<^Taigiitba>ihip|iiiiJlr 
e xp ert a l i on by the river 0t lameaae, kia aaaaar wait*"** r :. • 

••That tiiig/ber might belMied an <ho:baateai of aaaawdTHawnwhkh 4ia» 
hito lidfie St John and iake IMiiogoni^.whiokf if. drifted aba^-di^Afei^^ar 
each of Ihoee rivera^ tmild of rtienaeivaaloaaito CUcotrtiaiy, where veaali 
laay come, and they nnght be ahippedlhaBa." -* 

Aoeofding to ^da teitfaneiiy^ aa meA mm ^at of many* odMa paaMiia, ivfakh 
teetimony need not noir be addiired, but can be found i:9on a refioenoa aatbO 
Keport, my readerairiU peroeive, that the HoiHeof AaataaiMyhaaoaiiCfeiino 
pinna to obtain everf aytoMariioft yaagdoTOwpwirtug ^lia paat «f tbe'ooaatfy, 
Vrtdehf a abort tiana after Ae d iatem a y q€ Canada, aeriouafy #ea ap ic d ihe 
•kteocion of Ae Ffendi govanaaieaft, and npom vrtacb ttia JeenieiftWBied 
^aurtJidBUi iitH) the wimatni whereof an yat to Ite peroeiaadr It m-ta ha 
¥egM!tted; that Ihr the cuffing aom of Agm 4a,ftOfr to £lflM pg maaai^ait 
'fte north idde of the river 8t LawMBBO» to^aeigBauria ifannt MmuK^t Ae 
pMperty of Mn Apaaery^many leagoea ^kav^ dw rivar (Bagacliay, ha% iiiidwr 
^athleoftiie King^apoptB^ tOgaAierwiihahMga part- of the toiriWy orfhd 
'1ftig«ienay MRiMry, beenletlbr 8ol<»ga|Mriod to aotaie Sooloh theaahhntt, 
knoim nndartha name of the NorA-WOBt Coaqaaqri anditia alao a meHwp>af 
aiffpriM, aa itell aa of bkana^ dnit Ae€kfannaani, unttt Iktrd J3b^^ 
ta thli aeaiion of iha aoantiyv have vabrntavily aagiacted tovMdttjnyiholaaai 
to thia imareatiag diatriet Wiihoiitiiariiia|r^«ni«r<Bh>tiia«aQeea of^ 
diapttia hataraen iiovd fleBdik and tfie Ner<h-WeatCtatfnpaBy» wehdieva itfl^ 
ta-aay, that fab Lowhhip'a dateaorfinary a adetyi ihe to the Bad Wifer ^aa h<d 
Aa effect of bringing to light eocmnalaBoeB, and deatroying picju^Boea and 
intereet^ which have retarded the eettlement of hmda, the moat eligible in iha 
eomitiy for te reoeptieB of the ourphia pepntotion oi the BMih« 4}oantiyf 


Ihtt .higbeft imporlMmi ThiillkMiilaiis.wQw at ^bftMfimsw^d.bjcart^ 

vtVNii ]|pw«v«r» Ike ■wnomted ««e^ o1iB«Mle» «a<^ bj^lw .pbm. «f roalwii^a^ 
lioQ, 4eitn9«d d^moBopa|7 of the NorthvWesfcCopipfo^*} idiiQh.iiionopo^ 
U3»eiaed » jponieiaitt iniueiioe. oven &» neU^ of tkuB oowittyy tending bo& 
te retaid ito adfunoeqiai^ and demenifec^ if wa.believe thefstatenient ol bin 
Loidshim ita populatlML Load SelkHk, bjr thie h— airforo .enftiBpriiie, initeA 
lua own «m1 the pnbfia intBswt, and idendfiad biaaself so much with the 
■elfiuK^ <tf the Canadiaiiiy tJiat hia deatiii fvai^ ti> tfaavL a miMfw*t of nnlaiaiiadi 
legPMt.. We have theiigffat it se^piiaita to laaption this GtixuiMteQae. ^ai| 
f m t m mf X in.ovdar to make H^e fingluh publii; aoquainted with the moatdiiH 
tant causes which have retarded the eettleiaent ef the was^ Upada oi <hi) 
Crown; to give them also a more conreet idea of the difficnlties to he aur- 
Inoiintedy the prcjudioea to he oovkhated, and the private interests which are 
ftonatantiy found in oppoaition to the puMic welfiire. This opposition haa 
^nfortiinat^y been the lot of all the colonies ; but it is to be hoped that, in time, 
the evils will become less, that the troubles will cease and animosities be 
ftppeased» and that a happjr change wiU he e&cted by the judicioua repre- 
aentationa of enlightaned peiaona. 

We now return to tfaaadmitageappaaea^id 1|y the bailioiir of T^^m^ifu: in 
ft political point of view. I pass by the consideration of the advantages pos- 
a^sied by f arious other .bayl^ ipven qp to. the ny^ Chicoutimy, ^ (he eatab4|ih- 
mmtfi^ an.agricultuial papulation, which ml^ ^^icl^y extend ^ ^^ % 
John, and many other lakes in the aane diceotioni and by thia me^ns ff . fi]it^jff 
the oQmanreM^tiott of the intaiior, and at length Qaaoh ^ Mpntia»l 4n4 UQpec 

. f^rom ihe fiw^ly.of its »n i m M $i the lire^ S^gvepay oufl^t to he faani^M^i^ 
9fk tha kfy of Canada, fbf it cannot he douhit^ thilt a pert which is sit^te^ 
thirty-^i^ leaguea below QHehep^ and wfaioh ean fecMvei with perfect ease ajt^ 
aafatyr vesaala of the lailgeai ^^mx^wt-rr^ labifil^ ressebi may sfo} fritl^iit t)|? 
liinataiice of a pilots 4914 l^iiah haa thp i|diri«tiK^ 

aa^aaanlh earlier fi^ fiangatioiit mofit, in twnai heaqm^ » I^e 9f ^ l)l9h|9|t 
eonaefncnee, not Mj w * eenHnei<M point, but idao of tl^e ffMit^ ^4^4^ 
anportamte. iftmie eif. a wdden M^lkm of^wtr l^r th# Vi4ted l^t^i|s,H|t 
#)4inie when iiuppliaa oonhl be.tsot §ttm fioglindhyiiQ^ ether ^m^* ^^i^M^ 
hj^MeirBnnmiMilrj thia porfewvndd ha iqpan^ and lift the. neetiairy fm»9m 

da aiiu M n ohjeat^ ia to titm y triwn aw ti at thajnaadr^ef tha grer JSagpemy, iggt 
tha> inhabitaiitiB WDudd'fnBddTfind the watiina ■ mf- atamaBBimiffatifMr- w«*h iha 
.e|^pital^aa.wBll aa«iiii:any.oth«rpl«* ol the atiutttqr, iifc «MiQr aeMtm of th» 
y«ar; it ia knamv ihat^Qnahac ia net' mace .th^ ithaae dajv* imraiy di(|ti«i 
Ami. Ae eatdensiittenncriy pallibiiihi i by.&e Jeauita en. lake 8t. John^ and. 

* Sfoce that period, tbe Itferth.WlMt Company have been obliged to eome to timnf 
#llft the rtwa e»aipaii7 at ttavailMate Ifaii, aaa Baaily to i|ait«.wMlr '"— 
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tint the reverend fiitben were acoflstomed to oaiiTjr on tbeir eommimieatioii, 
and even tor pass cattle Jty this ronte. There ate few places in Lower Canada 
wbicb, all biieumstances considered, ofij^greiter advantsges to ihe surplus 
population' of the conntiy, and the emigrants finom Oreat Bntain, than are 
pbss^ssed bf the SSguenay teiritbry. The. fertility of the sml is equal to lliat 
of any other part of ^e country ; and the fish of thie vaiious rirers and lakes 
would alone be sulBcient tohiaktain <he settSeiis, during Ae period they must 
necessarily wait for returns from. thi^ir newly-eukiTated lands, 
' We know that the English Government has received applications from 
iMhiduals/ ofBnriiig, on reasonable tetaa, to buy lands in this pari of the 
country, and that to these applications thiey have not paid the least attention; 
we nevertheless take the liberty of recommending this matter to their notice, 
as one deserving .the most serious consideration. 


No. II. 
Minerals and other NiUurai Productions of Canada, 

Messrs. Jackson and Alger have just given an excellent description of the 
mineralogy and geology of Nova Scotia, and I sincerely lament that it is not in 
my power to imitate their laudable endeavours ; my knowledge, unfortunately^ 
on these important sulijects, is not sufficiently extended to enable me to 
attempt such a task : mytpresent purpose is merely to direct attention, if 
possible, to the subject, to induce others actually to perform what I can only 
desire. There are few countries which offer a greater field to scientifie 
riesearch, or more deserving the attention of the natural philosopher, than the 
Canadas. That the people of the country have hitherto neglected to prosecute 
researches into such matters, need excite no surprise : education has, conpa- 
ratively, made small advances among us: our endeavours hitherto have chiefly 
been directed to the attainment of the means of subsistence, and we have not 
yet arrived at that degree of wealth, in which the advancement of science 
becomes a business by which a man may live. We, however, are tending 
towards that state ; and the pleasures derived from tiie acquirement of know- 
ledge are becoming, in a greater degreej an object of desire among the more 
educated classes of the community. This change will opiezate in various 
ways, in directing the attention of all to the various, products of our country^ 
which lutherto have been unfortunately neglected. The sciences of .mineralqgy 
and geology have not been neglected, however, because deemed uninqx>rtant^ 
but because no means of acquiring a knowledge of them.has.hitfaeito.been 
within the reach of the Canadian youth. Institutions and professcurs are 
wanting ; and without tiiese it is difficult, almost impossible, to acquire any 
thing more than a very superficial knowledge, in matters where great tact and 
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experience are required to discover the facts upon which the scien^ is buiU: 
we are, consequently, far behind the people of Europe. The ^tudy ol 
chemistry has also been greatly neglected, and for the same reason* lo 
botany, greater advances have been made^ and the knowledge of the various 
properties of our indigenous pl{knts is tolerably. 94vanced. Omithology^ not 
indeed a very important branch of natural philpsophy, but still a branch, has» 
through the activity of a young Canadian, M. Chasseur, made considerable 
progress. He has already made an exceedingly respectable coUeetion of 
birds and some other animals, and thus made the first step towards forming 
a national museum of natural history. 

It has been discovered by those who, from time to time, have made partial 
researches into the aspect of the country, that there exist mines of iron in 
abundance*, and that they are almost always accompanied by mines of coal, of 
an excellent quality. Mines of copper, lead, and even of silver, have also been 
discovered. Quarries of slate and of marble, of granite, and other stone fit 
for building, are spread over the whole country. Some few precious stones 
are sometimes found ; and in the district of Ga8p6 the white and red cornelian 
are frequently discovered. 

The productions of our forests are too well known to need description ; I 
will only observe, that vegetables of almost every description are there to be 
found ; that tobacco is cultivated in the country 'with the greatest success ; that 
the vine also for some years, being cultivated with care, has produced fruit of 
an excellent description, particularly in the district of Montreal ; and that 
iSse grape of the indigenous vine, although a little acid, lis not dis^eeecble, 
more especially after the first frosts of autumn. ' . . 

"Such part of the natural history of Canada as regards wild animals is that 
irhich hitherto has received the greatest attention, on account of the commeri- 
dal advantages derived therefrom. The animals which are principally to be 
found fh our woods are stags, elks, deer, bearis, foxes, martens, wild cats, ferrets,' 
weaseh^ squirrels, hares, and rabbits. The southern parts, in particulai:, breed 
gi'eat numbeiis of ^Id bulls, divers sorts of roebucks, goatis, wolves, &c The' 
marshes, lakes, and pools with which this country abounds, swarm witli otters* 
and beavers, of which the white are highly valued. The cohimerce in thiese' 
ittficfes, however, though at present of importance, mustof necessity ti^e' a 
8#c^nd rank, when compared with other branches which must eventually arise.'^ 
The productions of agriculture must, ultiihately, be the staple conimbditi'es of ' 
iShe country; and even now the fisheries might, with care and attentTon,' be 
made to* yield a return far superior to any derived from i!he trade in peltrite. 
The attention of the Government might well be ^ected to these matters ; and 
pfdbAbly would be so, if the dispixt^ which have so long irritated thepubUc^ 
aliA' checked improvefn^t, were happily settled. The time, indeed, appears 
to have at length arrived when such a fortunate consummation may furly be 
expected ; and it will not be among the smallest of the benefits derive'd'from 
this union, that our trade will be a matter of consideration to the Legislature. 

* At Three Rifert, a large iron foundery bag been for years in existence. 
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Nd. UI. 

The best history of Canada extant is that fay Father Charlevoiz, a Jesnil, 
bom at St Qnentin, in 1684, entitled " Histoire Gte^rale de U NouveSe 
France," In 8 vols. 4fto.,' or 6 vols. l2mfK PdHi, 1744 

''A Topographical Description of the Province of Lower Canada; Mtfa 
Eemarks upon Upper Canada, and on the relative Co«nection «f bothPraviaees 
with the Umted States of America. By Joseph Bouchette, JBsq., Suncyor 
'Genend of Lovrer Canada,** pnbfishedin London, in 1815, is aneacoeUeottwiBKk, 
idreiidy well known ill Eng^d and aUpaitti of Ameriea. With the aaaiBla*Ge 
'Of his maps, winch ihv iq>oB an eoctended aeale, a peEaoii in diis^^olnitoy, 
willii^ to go and settle in the colony, may find in diatwuik thr nfmmiliy 
ifiibmiatiMi to guide bam in the ehoke of a site*. 

" History of Canada, from its flnst Diacovery to the Peape of 13I6aL..<fiy 
WiHiam Smidi, Esq., Clerk of die ParliaiaeBt, «i>d Master in Ghaneccy of the 
Province of Lower CUnada." Thisweric was pnntad in. Quebec, in Ul$, but 
idid not ^ear till a few yean afterwanb* It has ila meiit, beiag wett Mm- 
])9led, and I can eaoly believe^ as he says himsaif, ih^this jwtaiidb hnrtibcen 
fidleeted ih>m the most authentic document^-^the colony reeord^t^^^mota' 
jdumals, «nd Charlevoix's history ; but not so easily that he ban shown no 
partiality or prejudice. •• ... . 

'< Mem<Hrs of ^ Admiustration of the Colonial OoTemmemt of hemer 
Canada, from the Year 1807 to 1820, giving an Account of the late American 
War, and die D^cwdties under which the late unfiirtaBate Sir Geocge Prevost 
wiBi pkoed daring hie AdmiBaatration. By ficAert Chnstie, Esq., LawOeik 
«f the House of Assembly." These MemMn were fuhlishedin Qnthctti ihey 
«re very interesting^ and, although intended to please the ruling pewer> im- 
partiaHywrkfeeii. 

' '<i>tprento8Rttdimeotsde4a€oiiititiitioBBritMU»|M^ta^ 
glait de Mons. ai«oke, prte6d«sd*un PCttek histwHfae, 0t aaivia ^'Obamim' 
tioni snr laCoBSlkiitieii dtt Bail'CaiMida»*T is an eKeettent MtHaimi^y pnbKsbed 
la Frtsnoh by Jaques Labrie; Bsq.v M«RR--MonttfMd, l«27> 

In ¥888 appeared, ^ lliePoiftlodl AtUMdt of Lower Canate, beiav^aBaiiew 
eftfie FoHdeal aad LegMnifve Histoiy 4if dMt i^finee;" a wwk mM) «f 
k i foriBa t i t m as it is «of picf uiic6 ^^litm «^ Ptosnuh fknidiMii i«i»fil 
EisgibhttalwligrthaffayvwiaBtof<iiartoftha<hmsi^ 
•mn aeitainly the anntotftrect I Tia»e seen, aMwwgh wet di ^aK cd ieC j i i^ ) i d inff 

• A afir l^p^gmyhiMgi OevcHptiM «r thspvovloce othomtt Cwuaa. with «a Mmr|*«' 
MaP> spon a Uage fcale, will abwtljr be pnbtisbed in London, bV Ao aoie.Aaabr, 
un«M Idb MKkictlon of toe PietinUlu oovefMaMiC % Md, -n nt -vt we %atto 
jvdce, bif bij dcNTTlnc tbe attratioa and tbe eacoaisfCMl sf tbe fab H t * 
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•No. IV. 

Jrtictes qfCapiiiddtion agreed on betwiin Gek.TowfSBZVD 
ami M> os Eamsay, Cpmmofidler qfQiueitc.. 

Articm 1. IL Pe Rimwy toiMriw l}i« IwiKNiniQf vior fsr.hifgMxiliim 

imd tirelve xoundi. The gaRisoa' of the tamx^ composed ot*}nA SoifceBf 

Jigted maMM^^tk ti)Pif> |4i9«li .^ o«wiOi| li«4 tvvdvtrxvu^ 
fllMi|l»e>4m]NuteA wceiiVMi«D4|yi»fo4liblis.|n Aidor to be landed «l the 
(Anit>pertin Fubiooh 

AftT. 2. That the inhabitaiita aball iie naiAtained in tihe pnmmnm of 
itheb%ottiaai<«Pdifl^«0Mti^iuid^fi|«!g«B. . 

Ant. 8. laiat vih»i <Md: inhijWiNiiita /iWl not ba nola«tt<l on aoeQuni of 
tfaek Imvinif boRR ama finr:d*» defooe of the town, as they wenk.lorced to it, 
«id«iil'i« «iiBiOBM»iP'ibc.!Ae hihahiNwta of tbn ookNiiaa c€ both enmm to 
■Minnett^rilfiHhu 

Art. 4. That the eflfecta belonging to the absent oflicen, or inhabitants, 
ehdlnotbetooohed. 
0fVRAfd( 

Art. 6. That the aaidinbabkania shall Mt be renioved^ nor obliged to 4uit 
Ateirhooaes, until theit condition shall be settled by a definitiye treaty between 
Ihor If oat Gfaristiaii and Britanmo ICiQestisa. 

Art. 6. That the exercise of the Catholic, Apostolic, a^ad .9oman religion 
(Aflfi-be prsaerred, and that saiegaaxdit sfatdl be granted to ^ houses of'tfae 
^dleigy, and to the nHnast«rie8» p«rtic«lMl^ to.the Mshap otCIdiebeiv who, 
naiwai^idiftthMai Ibr jtaUgioii and ehivi^ |bi» the fiepta of l|ia #we8e, 
desires to reside oonstandy in it, t# csercise freely and with thatd^peofiJP'fhich 
his character and iSbe sacred mjpnteries of the Catholic, Apostolic^ an4 ffoman 
Mfigion vsquire, his episbopal antfaority in the town of Quebec, whenever he 
idiaB Oiah Ik pe*pff,.infa the poshession tf C^ada shafl have been^desU^ 
by a treatf between Hmr Most Christian and Bntannio H^estifis. Tbefree 
— Mi is e of <w Roiaan >sHgirtn ; aalegaaidi i^anted-teall rdi^uNis pevaons, 
as wen as to the bidiop, who shall be at liberty to come and eserciae freely, 
iM Wlfb decency, ih6 ftmetidiM iSf ^ ofltetf, wtienHwr Imf rfiaiTftnik proper, 
mtil ihefossessien of Canada shall have been dedde^betw^n th^ BtftiGonie 
and Host Ohristiin Mi^lsfltias. 


aa£^ AFlHHBn. 

■ AA^«< 7. • Tbftt the artOlcrf and wniike wtanA: sludl* W d«)iifi8red ii|h bvtii 
JSdn, and wi inyeBtBry taken dureoC 

Art. 8. That the mek, wocmded, eonmriMariea, dnidainB, pfavMcsiaaB, sur- 


geons, apoCheoarii^ awi odMr 'persons enq^yed In the. hospitals, shaH lie 
treated agreeable to the cartel settled between theur Most Christian ^sbSBL 
Britamik 'Majesties, on the dth of F^hnia^, 1T09. - ' ' 

. Altt.'9. ThiM: h^tott delitetfn^^ di^ gfttfe tfMtllfe entrknco of At tstwoK 
ft> the English forces, then: General will he {leased to send soiflie soldkn^' W 
b^ plac^ is M^eguarfls atrthe ehurehes, convents, atid ddtff teliitAti<nis. 

tShwtted, •.,.-.•• 

AXT. 10. Thattiie cemiuandtt of tSie dty of Qnehec eAtaH he'pi^oAebHA «•• 

send advice to tlre^ Mar^u^ de Vattd^Mifl; Gkj^ernor-Goiersl, of -die r^dnalott^^ 

of Aie^ town; ^ dso this Genetftt OuSL be OhwiA to'write to Hkt F^eft^^ 

ministry, to inform (hem thereof -» •: I 

■ OfaMedi . < . •■{■...; 

Art. 11. That the present capitidation shall be executed a Mniy dl il g 1» M) 
form and tenor, witihout being liable to raore^ execMion; under p r et e ae c of 
reprisals, or the non^execution of any preeeding^apitiih^OfL 

Granied. ■ « . . / 

Tbe prawnt treaty has been Aiade and- seeded bMween' iii^"iaid'd«|aiaUs» 
signed at the camp before Quebec, the 18th day of Septeihberj 1799. 

G. TOWNSHEND. 
DE RAMSAY. 
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No. V. . 

' . • • • 

Jrtides qf Capitulaiioui between hii ExeeUent^ G^iertA 
Amhssst, Commander^m-Chief of Hi» BriUumic Jfo- 

jestjfa Troops and Forces in North Amerieaj emdhis 
Excellency the Marquess die. YAUDB,iE.vihf Grand Cross 
of the RoyaL and MUiiary Order qf St Louis^ Governor 
and Lieutenant-Generai^ the Kin^ in Canada 

Article 1 . Twenty-fttur hours after th« signiag of the prasevt cufatahAom, 
the English General shall cause the troops of His Biitaiinio.Mi^fi8|gr't» Caks 
possession of the gates of the- town of IfontTod { and the EBg^iah 'garrison 
shall not come into the place till after the French tro<^ shall iiRTe 
evacuated it • 


serve during the present war, Inim9d9t^lf^^fi9r'ilm.9ignmi^^^t§g^\ 
pruen$ capHtd a Hm, ike' King^eirodpt tJuM take peseeseim tf ^k0. gates, 
-n ^mu^Aalhp9si iktgmtrtbh ngmtt k ty ^ pif^betm go&^t^rdeit im^tlfig Utm*^ - 

jneces of cannon^ aad one viiirtaF«*^i<M& «4uJltbe^|nlhi>ii^';koaid?i^ 
where Ae Marqoets deVandreuil riiall embark, with ten t9aakL*fy» 'wdk 
p«eees ^te wme ahBttb^fiauyted to tl^i g ^ pa 8i^.^J^awy«Bli^>wi, a8.talhe 

Art, 3. The tutaipt < and nttUtvir«ha«rfttiii(gac^^8q^«iQr tha.l9Kt of i^fK^qife* 
Cartier, and in the island of St Helen^ and other forts, shaSk ba^Bfutid in 
th* 'iMNiieniuiii^ and .ahvUr have the <aa|Dq»,.hieipQjij^ 
9% |o> JHControa]* or Txoia JEU¥i(&nt»>oK Qiie)^^ m he.tb«rft,ieniWhed ins ithev 
fiiw^.ji0ft-pf9rt ui .Funfie, by.th^ 8hon^«iD^< wiiy^., ,79i9 troapi. wjho «w>iiA ^ui:> 
poata aituaied on our finrntiera, on the side ef JUad^.nt OelrQit, Mi^hili^. 
makinac,' and other posts, shall eniloy the same honours, and be..tr0alvd in 
^mmfimmmf' .' ■:•-•? i - • . • r . , ,* 

AftT. 4. The militia, after being come out of the above toiiro% £qx$»,\ and 
P!!iff|a,..«lMU)]:e;mii»i t<^,^Mr<l|pinef.^^Qttt h^ine^^inoM^ ^ «a9r pretmce 

whatever, oil i|0Gavi)t.0iCtMrl)A^og;4VUmdM^ 

Granted, 

Art. 5. The troops who keep the field shall raise their caipp-and marcli, 
^nims beating, ttitii their anos« baggiigje, and artiJlexy, to join the garrison of 
vMontreal i and shall be treated in eyery respect the same. 

These troops, as wfiU as the otherti iUMf ^ fay down' their arms* 

Art. 6. The subjects of Hi» Britannic M^ty, and of His Most Cbxiitian 
Miyes^ soldiers, militia, or seamen, who shall have deserted or left the 
service of their sovereign, and carried arms in North America, shall be, on 
both sides, pardoned for their crime ; they shall be respectively returned to 
tlieir > cmmtepy if not^^educh akall rettain • whsie ih& is;; si|th0ut ^Ifeim^i flfa^gHt 

.ailmor mot^sli^^'t ,.. » \. ♦ » a'... i »• \» •.,-»' t .? ,,-.. tu»^A 

_ ^ B^fi^fed, . ^ ^ -....i .. . / .-; '. . . ^^ ,^ • 

Art. 7* The magazines, the artillery, firelocks, sabres, ammunitipn of wBr, 
and, in general, evety thing that belongs to His Most Christian Majesty^ as 
wen in the towns of Montreal and ^o^s RividDes, as. in tfie.|iQi«8^i«id ^ts 

m«tfioQed,]n.*liieMtMlvarti«leivaM>¥>s^<Wv'^ u|i«. l^9<M¥fl%^ t^ Jj^ct 
inventories, to the commissaries who ^haU be appointed to receive the same, 
is the aaine of Bm Britamaa |i|i^C8ty^ . Qii^Ues^tf^c^ .tfa^rfcdd inv^tpries 
;Bbdlte«p»«ni4o;diejMaiiq«lBMide Vai^^ ..< . •• >. .: . 

AiiivS. The officiBSk s^dicKB, t militia^ anniwen, «ad ,eveii.|j(he .l!iidinni> 
detained on account of their bounds, or sieknesi, as well in- the hoipital las in 


918 


AnSHBGL 


A«t.^ 9i' Ska fittg^klfr d^iittil <8ImI1( <i igii g fl vte>(wiiiid baik '«o>.Jdtelr «iim 

.«BHitttli»>ta«ritMriD-iiiiaM«iiili)b > ■ . ■ - • i 

The jbrgt part refiued, — There never hoe beem tmf^ emeUim ^emmii$e4 ky 

'iMf do^M«rilnitbttofraiM'kltiM«NiMfy< . 1.....0 

• Amwered hf the preeidiMg Aif^Mei . * m 

Am. 11. Th« Bn^^ OenenI shall not oblige th« Bfo^MM^etVaniMdl 

«D IcttVd the tMmi ef Moatw i btlUre As -^ . b . ^ 4ttid m jun— #nll he 

lodged in his howe till he is gone. TheChttvOkitUtnMtfKmmUii^ 
Ind Ibioes) ^e priMifMl ^ifllesit ind ou^oie of Ihe lend firteee udief the 
oolony troepe, the engineen, eAeef» of 4lie arttlleiy, wl eemttdlMf of^nur, 
viKll'flbo temttinMtMoiittfeeltStheMiddefrtfiAtMliDiepti^ 
tkoKL The wane diab he •dtterted nitti w gim l ^ Mv BI|^i9nt«ttdaiit^H|ie 
commiesaries of marines, and writers, whom the said M. Bigot shiOluiMie ooca- 
sion for, and no person AaSk he lodged at the intendttif s housed heAle he 
idttU'begone. 

THe Mutpme ^ f^tmJre i M , 4M dU mm g en ilM i H akUBemattem'i^ mk 
heimee^ and skdU Mi Omk %tkm A# Mingle (Mfie tkaU bi nmiff te^mtt^ 
Barepef OMt dtt jNiiNwe eoMeiMSMMw ■mtM «|f gPdNfiw Mwaik 
Aftr«19L Hw most oenysnient ^essei thab <«n he fottad ahiH he np p wBted 
fe onry me wagyiese iie vwjiireiiu, oy ine awawesFpaswige^ s^ 4ne ana near 
'post in Fnmeib The neeeaiaKyaMoinmodatlott shaU heinsdrfeifiiiil,' tlie 
Mar^^ess de YaadreaS, M. de R^^aiid; Goveanor of MoBtMdf Md an^^ 
OeoeraL The vessel shall he prqpetly victoalled at the eiipUMi^ ^of ffii 
BntamiioMi^eBty; andHieMai^iiaBade VaMhnuaahatt tikk iHlii bfali Ui 
piqier% witik>tit their heSng ffltamined; and Vd^ e^pripagea» piaai^ 'Inmagiyiial 
also those of his suite. 

Oranied: except the arehhes vfkkih ^tUi he iteeeu$ry for fkb g wt^ vumout 
efHhk tmorf, 
Mt«tS. If» twfct» or after the e!tth<tiattion dl#» Bt ai fWi a dei Vkufc wi a, 
iMMiii el paaee A<Mtid tsrrit^ and d«il ty 4»^ 
Hla Host tihriatlan M^eaty, Ihe Mat^via de VwM^ 
or Montreal, erety Aiiig shaH retHltt tt> liar- iBfiMor'atata nadap Alis^danftiieli 
of Hia Moat ChriatJanM^aiy, Aat Ag plwaat an^Mdatsan ahdl iiwaiirwJI 
•aofldef Boefieat* *trf-f.t 


tt# .^k^ ^MH Jtase^^ tfi Atei^Uaii ^^K Ari(^toaadL < 


Levi% the prino^ offioen^ wbA tbe staff of tiie l«iid Ibimi^ tluh#ilgiBe«ii^ 
officers of «rtmei7^ awl Ibcii wi^ nesevaiMliillAUlfluwi^iMvittuiaiH 
,imdtteiiMefliW7«oc«iDitto4M»Qn«pt«<nd64m Tke «da oCocM^hall 

IMitaM««^ SwA'tf .tl^WBid iflfa<M jM Bhitt U mitfriid-ahafttotifr iftirty 
«fer nMJb Iij|i0y Moy if» MU ^oUkfiM^iMimr.mj^'ttim «ttifAa 


t « 


■fcHiidnrt> iwAlwiJWUte; >atfilMfef<as»ri<bt^|tqpCT»^^ be 

terk fpith him his papen whis^ iWft B»k ketfaramiei^ ha ttqmpige^ pkMe, 
«iMi bf^pem;*^ ^Bid ^oae ol his mate. Thai wnairi ahattAritP te vinMrihd w 

< • igjiWf <ri<A ike mMef<&9emt'm im lie yiM iig i^-tioik 


I |»eiiF^*ii»<»dM'toiilg iie p an n gt, aft te«qieiiM of Bit Britanoic Miv«ity. 

1 ^AUti 1^, Xlift ofiMM «td. MUiiinw iM itell «f (Am knd fioBiM «• «C (Hie 
iwloiif, and alio the maiine ofliceri and aeamrnj who are in tht oolaiiy^jili^ 
telilieMiae eoyMdnd te iggup— »^iaiU^aaBi liat «ad coBvtaiatf vaaatfa ahaU 
M«9Ptti9lediiartlM«k The iand^aad aaftoAeatt ariM ahaU Iw ihairied ahaU 
take with than llieir.finaile% aadkaU'of iheM afaatthaveMhaatytoa^^ dieir 
ac«v«Qi8 and haggaga AaAi th» waMimii anA iiacieiv thaan Mo aroisiftniad 
«hall takfiwith tem tbeir^wma «iid cbJldEeii» and all of Oem ahaU tnhark 
wilhlheir hanRtaafthaiandhi^pgagew j^ie ^ iaaB U ahaH l»e praperiy aniauf- 
§aimiif^kmmXMM ttfrdpanaa tff Hit Bitottalia Miiaalr^ 


' Ajifp. IS^ Th(»ofl|gM»»floldiaK«^«Ml«ttthQ4QQa^^ 

have dicis baggage in the fitMa, way smmI te i« Mova Ui«y )dbpactwi|h«ai 

hindianoe ornoleatalioai 

- iSlMaiiil. 

AmT. 19. An hoapital ship idudl be pvoyided by thft, garish 0«neralt for 
Mok of «h» w a MMi d mA nok tfttoanik ml4knt Ani AMmam aa 4iaU hA in a 
Hraawiilian to ba aawiaAta faaa^ ^mdlahaljljikawiaabp ywtwattad.at the aat- 
iMinaa nf his TiriianniiT Maiaahr 

. Ushatthe tiMBSBsa with la gaw l to te atthaf wMUdad and aiak afl«f% 
■aldiwi aadaaa>B» « i|aoQ aa 4tmy «hatt be «fca«emGU T|Myr lUL be at 
Uber^ tocaify with thaas their wiyos, ehUdieb, aanpaali^ aadb^Magiiaaaithe 
aaida<^diawiandsnaBW shaH Mt ktmUkikoA ghf ftgaad to tniMripiO'the acr> 
yice of His Britannic Mi^esty. 
Ortmt§d, 


MM of >tiiehdtpkakt,.>Mid<of whatever imy i^dtte to Hie Mr^ce'^Hisli^ 
Ckaaai6aaM$^aHtyi • -• . . .. • 

•• Onmikd* ... . .i : • ; . • ■ i:. 

. MMfisj2U Hhe^iEng^ah^Qmeaii: sImII- abo pMirliie ships tm cAif^ingto 
France the officers of the Siq^reme Council of Jnstice/PoBoe) Acbainkyi aoMI 
aU odier offigew Juwipg cBMaai ffl w oM i ot href^ts from Hii'MilsrCltfistiaii Ma- 
juty, Sat. tbem, their fiaaulieB^ BesfaAii% andeqsipages^ a»^t«fi as^erthe odier 
officers ; and they shall Ukewise he victuaUed at tbi^ espense of His Britannic 
Migesty. They shall, honever, be at liberty to stay in iho esioay, if they fi^Bk 
ptoper, to settle thchriaffimr or to witiubaw to France wheneveir ihey tMnk fit 
Gramisd : Imt if t^ ham. paper* teiatktg U ihe gmmmtnt «f thtfetmOtf 
thefafetebijdelimr§4t9itu^. .. 

Art. 22. If there are any mitilary offioers whose affii^shoiiM teqaan Am 
pssMDcein "the cokny tiU next jyeaf, ihey dull have liberty to stay 'in k^ After 
having obtained the permission of the Marquess de Vandveosl.frt Aat puKpon^i 
and without being reputed prisoners of vnur. - . ' * • 

• AUihme. vhote. privfUa a^gpain akaR r9qtdn>ti»in^aiap^\in ^<*s ttmh% and 
who shall hme4he Ma^qtua* d& FaadnuiPwUmm, fir ao 'Ata^f 'OuM be 
. oBoued to renutmiUl their. €tfflur9^atie setAtL't . ^ • /> 

Art. 38. The commissary for the Kill's pfovisiSt» «faafi«l)e vtMbatytaf 
stay in Canada till next year, in order to be enaMed t» answer the ^dsiAs• he* 
has contracted in the colony, on account of what he has furnished f 'bat'if he 
riiould prefer to go to France this year, he shall be obliged to ieave, tilt^ttext 
year^ a person to tnmsaot his busiaesB. This private pesson shall preser^aiMf 
have liberty to carry off all his. papers w&thsut bong inapeeled ; his elerla' 
shall have leave to stay in the coleny br to go to fiance; and,- in diia%M 
case, a passage and sH h s t sfaneer dnU be attowed them onboavi the sfaipaef 
His^ Britaauiic Msjesty, feor'tfaem, tiMir finailies, and their:baggage. 

OranteA •• 

Art. 24. The provisions, and otfasr land i>f«tDTes, •which shdl be feutid in 
the magazines of the oommiMary, as well m the town of Montreld aMof 
TtfoirB^vidveB as in the ooontry, shall be preserved to him, the Mdd pro- 
^vlsions>bel«M|[ing to him and not to die King, and he shflOlbe at liberty to sell 
them totheFlrenchoi^tothe£aigHsh. "> ^ 

Every thing that is actuaUy in the magazines , destined for thtmte iif the 
troops, is to he deHoered to lft« English commissary for the K^^s fortes: 

■Am*. 25. A passage to Fmneo' shall likewise be granted on board of ^BHs 
Bfitannic Ma^sty% sMpi, as well as i^ctoals, to siieh«ffice¥s oP^'Mffi^fc- 
company as shall be willing to go thidier, and diey shidl take with them their 
femilies, servants, imd baggage. The chief agent ^ef the aaid oompanjf^ hi 
cteehe shdtild dioose to go to Fn^e^, shaH be '^ allowed^ ieav^ sobh'^ii^itionf; 
as he shall think propeir till next year, to settle the affiurs of the said compan^r < 
and'to'TCcvver svRiHnims as sve due tolhem. The «aiid ehief agent ^faUiM^ - 
possession of flill'.the papers belonging to' the said company, and ihey slisilf oo^" 

be liable to inspection. •• :i..«- 

Granted, 


4r«}W»«QI». Mi 


..A^ji. 2tf..The said covipia^ (riuUMie inaint«faMd.4ii<4ii» pi^p«i>tyioCtt1ie 
•caidatiiics andci^tors whiclL' diey oMjr bave in liie tQiim< of McbttsBl? thty 
shall not be touched under any pretence whatever, and the neeegaaryfaeiKtiea 
ahall be given to the chief agent to send, this year, his castors to Fsaniee, on 
hoard hie Britaniuc Migesty's shipa, paying the fright on the wuta» £>otittg as 
the English would pay it 

' Granted, unth regard te loihrsf 'ooy to/ w y to 0ta tnmpimff or' to prhaie 

peremu; MifSuMeetCknatlanMefeetffJUmm^tbmvmiiiiiiatwtm/i 

, heeom$'tke pe^epertif ^ the Kkkg, > 

M Amlt, 27. Tit» free exeroiafr^of the Gatbolk^ ApottoUc, aad Renan ttttg^iom, 
shall subsist entire,, in such manner, tiiat all die stHtea, and the people of tiw 
towns and countxies, places and distant posts, shall continue to asMnUe in 
the churches, abd to frequent the sacramAlits as hetetofiire, without being 
moktatai m any numaer, directly or indireoiiy* 

• These peopde ahall be obliged».hy the fingliah GovemaMiit,* to pay>te die> 
priesta, t}ie tithes and all tiie taxaa diey were used' to pay under thegovem* 
ment of His Most Christian Migesty. 

n. H Graatai, at to the free exereise ef their r^igieni-'^he t^Ugatum ef payiag 

* .4heHiketteiheprit9i9,iem^iefendentkeKiut^9fleatm^^ 

Art. 28. The chapter, piieats, eurates, and missioBaries, shall continue, 
witb an antire 'libci^, tlie excrciae and 'fuaetions of dwir curea, in. the 
parishes of the xamm and coontries. 
Granted, 

AEt. 2%, The grand vicars, named by the chapter' to admmister to the 
diocese durmg the vacancy of the episcopal see, shall have liberty to dwell in- 
the iowns or country parisher, aa they shall think proper;- they shdl, atall 
times, be free to visit the different pariidies of die diooeae with th^ oedinary 
ceremonies, and exercise aU the jmiadiotion which (hey exctciaed under the 
French dominion { they shall eojoy the same rights in caae of death of tbd 
future bishop, of which mention will be made in the following article^ 
Grafted, except what regarde thefidioaring mrtiele. 

Art. 80. If by tlie txeaty of peace Canada idiould remain in the power of 
His Britannic Mi^ty, His Most Christian Majesty shall continue to name 
the bishop of the colony, who shall always be of the Roman oonHmmion, and 
under whose authority the people shall exercise the 'Rcmian religion. 
Refuted, 

Art. 31. The bishop shall, in case of need, establish new parishes, and 
provide for the rebuilding of his cathedral and his episcopal pallu:e ; aad^ in 
the mean time, he ahall have the liberty to direll in the towns or pariahes, as 

• Tbera is bo eosq^ultioii veiorted to by the priests In the pajnat of tltiiM at fNteet 
la Camda, altboagb wa ara not certain that thej eoald not pnt in ftiree the SdU 4u 
C9fuea Superieur de Quebec in 1706, sanctioned bj the King in 1707, wherein they are 
entitled Co the twenty-sixth bnshel of all kind of grain. It cannot be expected, howef er, 
that they ean or wUI perform their varioas duties withoat soom lenMUMratlaa, and theea 
who refase to comply to certala established regalatlons in the dUferent parishes are, of 
coarse, excladed from Che pale of the chnrch, like an other priesthood, they are exceed- 
ingly jealoas of their rights. 


hi Bkftll ]tidge pHiptik-«li# 'sball be at liberty to visit bis ^Bocese with ike 
vtdSoKty ceremomes, and exercise all tbe jurisdiction wlueb his predecessor 
exercised under the French dominion, sare that an oath of fidelity, or a 
pnmdse to do tM>fliing contrary to His Britannic Majes^s service, may be 
rcquhrtd of him. 

Thit Articte it comprised under the foregoing, 

Akt. 92. Hie communities of nuns shall be preserved hi their constitutions 
and privileges ; they shall continue to observe tiieir rules ; they shall be 
exempted from lodging any military; and it shall be tbfbid to trouble' them in 
theb religiotts exercises, or tp enter their monasteries. Sa%iiaids shall even 
be given them, if diey desire them, 
^mtted. 

Art. S3. The preceding ardcle shall likewise be executed widi regard to 
the cOTDmunities of Jesuits and Recolets, and of the house of priests of 8t 
Sulpice, at Montreal These last, and ihe Jesuits, shaB preserve dieir ri^t to 
Bominate to certain curacies and missions as hcDretofore. * 
Refused, HU the King's pleasure he huwm. 

Art. 84. All the coramunides and all the priests duffl preserve tfaeSr 
movables, the property and revenues of the seignories, alid odier eatates 
which they possess in the colony, of what nature soever they he, and die aane 
estates shall be preserved in dieir privileges, rights, honours, and exenip* 
tions. 

Orawted. 

Art. 35. If the canons, priests, missiontries, the ^riMts of the aemiiiiby 
of the foreign missions, and of St Sulpice, aa viell as die Jesuits and die 
Recolets, dioose to go to France, a passage ahall be granted then in Wt 
Britannic Majesty's ahipa; and they shall all have leave to sell in wbole or 
in part the estates and movaUes which d)^ pofSMss in the coloniea, eiAar 
to the Fttench or to die Engliah, widioiit the least hindrtoce ot obstacle firan 
die British Government. They may take with them* or send to Fiwace^ die' 
produce of what nature soeveT it be, of the said goods sold, paying the frd^t, 
4a mentioned in the twen^-sixdi article; and svch of die said priestawho 
ehoose to go diis year shall be victualled, during the paeaage, at dM opeue 
of His Britani^ Mi^esty, and shafl take widi diem their baggage. 

They tkoU ie m/utetf to dispose if their estqies^ qnd tB tend tkeprodtim 
thereqf, as weU as their persons amd all that belongs to them, te SVwMe* 

Anv. 39. If by die treaty of peape Canada leaoAiBs to 11^ BntwHie 
M^esty, aU die Freneb, CaaadiuM, AMfllians, mtpchimta, and odiet peWonei 
who chooae te retire to France, akall hate lea:ve to^ do to ftom the Bni^ 
General, who shall procure them a passage. And, nevertheless, if from thb 
time to tliat deqiaion, any French or Canadian mereh|int8, or other petaoos, 
shaU derare to go to France, they shall likewise have leave from the BngMi 
General Bodi the one aQd the odier shidl take whh them their feipilte, 
aenrants, and baggage. 
Grontedm 

Art. 37. The lords of manors, the military and civil MoetB, the Canailiaw, 


m weU m Ae toims «s in the eowatgy^ Ab Fr^ndi, s^tlM or tratPsg In the 
whole extent of the colony of Canada, and all other persons wbatsoevfz^ ahall 
preserve the entire peaceable property and possession -of th^ gopdf^ noble 
and ignoble, movable and immovable m^handizes, fiirs, and othec effects, 
even their ships ; they shall not be touched, nor the least damage don/e to 
them, on any pretenee whatsoever. They shall have liberty, to keep» 1st, or 
tell tbein, as well to die French as to the En^^ish, to take away the produce 
of them in bills of exchange, fors, specie, or other returns, whenever ttMvy 
shall judge proper to go to France, paying their freight, as in thetwenty- 
sixth article. 

They shall aiao have the fius which are in the poets above, and which 
belong to them, and may be on the way to MontreaL And for this puipope 
they shall have leave to send this year» or ^e next, canoes, fittevl out, to. fetidi 
s^ich^of the said fiirs as shall have remained in those posts. 
Grante4f ae m the twenhf'nxth Article, 
Art. S8. All the people who have left Acadi% and who shall be found in 
Canada, including the frontiers of Canada, on the nde of Acadia, shall have 
tbji^ Sfune treatment as the Canadians, and shall enjoy the same privileges. 
The King ie to dispoee cf his wicient tubjecte ; in the mean time they $baU 
et^eiy the tame privileget as, the Canadians, 
. Asix. 39. None of the Canadians, Acadians, or French, who are now. in 
Canada, and on die frontiers of the colony, on the side of Acadia, Detroit^ 
Michilimakinac, and other places and ports of the countnes above, the married 
apd unmarried soldiers remaining in Canada* shall be cajrried or txansported 
ij^lo the £n£^ colpoies, or to old England, and they shall, not be tiroubled 
£pr having carried arms. 

OjroMted i except tvii^ regmt *o the Acadiane, 
AxT. 40. The savages, or Indian alUes of His Most Christian Migesty^ 
i|h«l) be maintained ia the lands th^y inhabit, if they choose to remain, there ; 
1^ shall not be molest^ on. any pretence whatsoever, for haying, csfrid^ 
.arpns, and served His Most Christian Majesty ; they shall hsve^ ss w^ m 
tjhe French, Uberty of religion, and shaU lutep the|r mission^pes .; the .ii^tu^I 
vicank-genmral and the bi«hpp, when the.episcppal see. shall be filled, j»M)i 
ha¥e leave to scaad thew,neir mjssienarieii, wbem they sbfiUiudge it tn^f^guif^ 
CHratfied, except the h»it.4rtick,iiffhif^hiis^ 
Aniv U» The Frem^ Csnadi«Mi» ^d Ac«dia«fii ol whaitst^te w^ «<Hir 
4itian sosvei^ wh^sW xpwm in tlie ^otony^ shsU i^ be iGf9^.to:^fik^99m 
against His Most Christiaii MiV^^ ^ ^ 9^^$ 4ivectly or indijcecj^^, <|9i 
any ocoasion whatspev/ei;:. tb^ fiiritish (#ovenuilWt aM oxijiy req\i^es pf theqi 
an exact neutrality. 

. TheyJmmf.*tikif^*^'^*^^ll^f 

Mta 4^ The Fren^ ^Ps^adisns. shall pf^it^iue pi be gove^i^ acc^el- 
v^,t^. ihe cfistQqi of Pfui^ ,^ ^e Isi^s .a^d us^s estabUsl^ for this 
country ; and they shall not be sulject to any oj^er impQsts ib¥> t^e .n^hipb 
were established under the French dominion. 

Answered by the preceding Articles f and particularly by the k^ 


Art. 43. T)ie pftpecs pf jthe GpTexmvent slisll rraunivflvtlioctl ev^iq^ga, 
in the power of .the Marq^uess de Vaudreuil, and shall go to Fnmoe.wkh feipB. 
These, papers shall not be examined on any pretence whatsoever* 
Granted, with the reserve alreeuiy made. 
Akt. 44. The papers of the intendancy, of the offices of comptroller of the 
marine, of the ancient and new treasurers of the King's mag^Bine% of the 
office of the revenues, and forges of St Maurice, shall remain in the power .of 
M. Bigot, the intendant, and they shall be embarked for France Ia the came 
vessel with him. These papers shall not be examined. 
The same as to this Article* 
Art. 4^. The registers and other papers of the Supreme Council of Quebec, 
of the prevosti and admiralty of the said city, those of the rofal /uria^iiBtion 
of Trois Rividres and of Montreal, those of the seigneurials. juiisdictLottiOf 
the colony, the minutes of the acts of the notaries of the towns «nd of >4ie 
countries, and, in general, the acts and other papers that may serve to prove 
the fortunes of the citizens^ shall remain in the colony, in the rolls of the 
jurisdictions on which these papers depend. 
Granted, 
Art. 46. The inhabitants and merchants shall ei^oy all the privileges of 
trade, under the same favours and conditions granted to the subjects of His 
Britannic Miijesty, as well in the countries above as in the interior of the 
colony. ,• 

Granted. 
Arti 47. The negroes and panis of both sexes shall remain in their quality 
of slaves, in the possession of the French and Canadians to whom they belong; 
they shall be at liberty to keep them in their service in the colony, or to MfU 
them, and they may also continue to bring them up in the Roman reli|^n. 
Granted; except those who shail have been made prisoners. 
Art. 48. The Marquess de Vaudreuil, the general and staff officers of.Ae 
land forces, the governors and staff officers of the different places of the colpiqi^ 
the military and civil officers, and till other persons who shall leare the cokiny, 
•or who are already absent, shall have leave to name and appoint attorneys to 
act for them, imd in their name, in the administration of their efifects, movable 
^md immovable, until the peace. And if, by the treaty between the two 
crowns, Canada does not return under the French dominions, those i^cen or 
other persons, or attorneys for them, shall have leave to sell their manors, 
houses, and other estates, their movables and effects, &c., and to cany away, 
or send to France, the produce, ei^r in bills of exchange, specie, fnrs, or 
other returns, as is mentioned in die thirty-seventh article. 
GrasUed, 
Art. 49. The inhabitants and odier persons, who shall have suffered any 
damage in their goods, movable or immovable, which remained at Quebec, 
imder the &ith of the capitulation of that city, may make their representatipos 
to the British Government, who shall render them due justice against the 
person to whom it shall belong. 
Granted* 
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.« * 


«25 


' A*t. 50 antf last The jpresent cipitulation shall be inviolably executed in 
- «H '{ti^aitteiea, and bcni Jtde on botb sides, notwithstanding any infraction 
and any adier pretence with regardf to the preceding capitulations, and without 
making use of reprisals. 

'. . " < 

• P. 8. A»f: 51.-7rh6 Briglteh Geileral shall engage, in case any Indiana 
* icBMIfai lifter the 'surrender of this town, to prevent their coining into the 
' to#xii; and that they do not in any manner insult the subjects of His Moat 
Christian Migeaty. 

Care thatt be taken, that the Indians do not, insult any of the subjjBcts of Hie 
Most Christian Majesty, 
' Aftv. 52. The troops and other subjects of His Most Christian Mijesty, 
'wHoare to go to France, shall be embarked, at latest, fifteen days after the 
^tgtmtg of the present capitulation. 

. /inswered by the eleventh Article, 
•■ Art. 58. llie troops and other subjects of His Most Christian M^jes^, 
who are to go to France, shall remain lodged and encamped in th£ town of 
Montreal and other posts which they now occupy, till they shsdl be embanked 
for liheir departure. Passports, however, shall be granted to those who shall 
whnt tliem, for the difeent places of the colony, to take care of their afi&irs. 
' \jhwitea» 

Art. 5iu All the officers and soldiers of the troops in the service of France 
who are prisoners in New England, and who were taken in Canada, shall be 
sent baiik as soon as possible to France, where their ransom or exchange ahall 
be treated of agreesOjle to the cartel ; and if any of these officers have affiqrs 
in Canada, they shall have leave to come there. 
Grunted, 
Art. 65, As to the officers of the militia, the militia, and the Acadians, 
who are prisoners in New England, they shall be sent back to their own 
countries. 
' Done at Montreal, the 8th of September, 17^0. 

VAUDREUIL. 
Oranted, except what regards the Acadians* 

Done in the camp before Montreal, the 8th oiP September, 1760. 

JEFF. AMHERST. 
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No. VI. 

14th GEO. III., Cap. 8S.. 

An Act Jbr nuMng more effectual Provision Jbr the Go^ 
vemment qfihe Pravinee ofQt^bcc in North Amerieai, 

Whereas His Majesty, by his royal proclamation, bearing date the 
seventh day oi October, in the third year of his reign, thought fit to declare 
the provision which had been made in respect to certain countries, territories, 
and islands in America, ceded to His Majesty by the definitive treaty of 
peace^ concluded at Paris on the tenth day of February, one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-three : And whereas, by the arrangements made by the 
said royal proclamation, a very large extent of country, within which there! 
were several colonies and settlements of the subjects of France, who claimed 
to remain therein under the faith of the said treaty, was left, without any pro- 
vision being made for the administration of civil grovemment therein ; and 
certain parts of the territory of Canada, where sedentary fisHeries had been 
established and carried on by the subjects of France, inhabitants of the said 
province of Canada, under grants and concessions from the government 
thereof, were annexed to the government of Newfoundland, and thereby sub- 
jected to regulations inconsistent with the nature of such fisheries : mav it 
therefore please your Most Excellent Majesly thatitmaybe enacted; and be it 
enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in lliis present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of ihe same, that all the terri- 
tories, islands, and countries in North America, belonging to the crown of 
Great Britain, bounded on the south by a line from the bay of Chaleurs, 
along the high lands which divide the rivers that empty themselves into 
the river St Lawrence from those which fall into the sea, to a point in forty- 
five degrees of northern latitude, on the eastern bank of the river Connecti- 
cut, keeping the same latitude directly west, through the lake Champlain, 
until, in the same latitude, it meets the river St Lawrence ; from thence up 
the eastern bank of the said river to the lake Ontario ; thence through the 
lake Ontario, and the river commonly called Niagara ; and thence along by 
the eastern and south-eastern bank of lake Erie, following the said balik, 
until the same shall be intersected by the nordiem boundary^ granted by 
the charter of the province of Pensylvania, in case the same shall be so 
intersected ; and from thence along the said northern and western boimdaries 
of the said province, until the said western boundary strike the Ohio ; but 
in case the said bank of the said lake shall not be found to be so intersectecl, 
then following the said bank until it shall arrive at that point of the said bank 
which shall be nearest to the north-western angle of the said province of 
Pensylvania, and thence, by a right line, to the said north-western angle of the 
j9$u4 .province; and thence along the western boundary of the said province^ 
until it strike the river Ohio ; and along the bank of the said river, westward^ 
to the banks of the Mississippi, and northward to the southern boundary of 


the unitofry granted to the ifkerchukt& a^venturen of England trading, to 
Hudaon's Say; and also aU avich tenritoriea, ialanda, and counthes, which 
have, since the tenUi of Fehroarfi one thonaand seven hondred and sixty* 
three, heen.nUMle part of the government of Newfoundland, be, and they an 
hereby, during His Majesty's pleasure, annexed torand made part an4 panel 
of the pfQviace of ikiehae* as orei^ a«d)eat|ihiifliiad^hy<theaai4De3Eal.pro- 
daoMition of the seventh of October, one thousand seven hundred and svtty- 
three. 

Provided always, that nothing herein contained, relative to the bpunda^ 
pi the province of Quebec, shall in anywise affect the boundaries . of any 
other colony. 

Provided always, and be it enacted, that notluuqg in this Act contained shaQ 
extend, or be construed to extend, to make void, or to vary or alter any ri^t, 
title, or possession, derived under any grants conveyance, or otherwise how- 
soever, of or to any lands within the said province, or the provinces thereto 
acOoining; but that the same shall remain and be in force, and have effect, 
as if this Act had never been made. 

And whereas the provisions, made by the said proclamation, in respect to 
the civil gove^punent of the said province of Quebec, and the powers and 
authorities given to the Governor and other civil officers of the said province^ 
by the grants and commissions isyued in consequence thereof have, beea 
found, upon experience, to be inapplicable to the state and circumstances q( 
the said province* the inhabitants whereof a^nounted, at. the conquest, to 
above sixty-five thousand persons professing, the religion ^f t)ie church of 
Rome, and enjoying an established form of constitution and system of lawa, 
by which ^eir persons and property had been protected, governed, and 
ordered, for a long series of years, from the first establishment of ^e said 
province of Canada; be it therefore further en9cted by the authority afore- 
said, that the said proclamation* so iar as the sa^e relates to th^ aaid province 
of Quebec, and the eommission under, the authority whereof the government 
of the said province is at present administered, and. all and every the ordi- 
nance and ordinances made by the Governor and Council of Quebec for the 
lime beings relative to the civil government and administration of justice in 
the said provincey iuid all conuniastons to judges and other officers l^er^o^ 
be, and the same are hereby revoked, annulled, and made ydd, from and 
after the first day of May, one. thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

And, for the more per&ot security and ease of !the ndnds of Ihe iiibabitante 
of the said province, it is hereby dedarad, that His >Msiesty*8 suljebtSy pSro- 
fosaing the religion of the churdi of Ronfe, of and in the said province' of 
Quebec, may have, hold, and eigoy, tiie free exercise of the religion of the 
church of Rome, subject to the King's aupremacy, declared and 'established by 
an Act, made in the first year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, over aS the, 
dominions and countries which then did^ or thereafter should .belong, to the 
imperial crown of this realm i and that the clergy of the said, cl^undt may 
hold, receive, and e^joy, th^ accustoased dues and rights, with respect t» 
auch persons only as shaU {urofess the said ndigion. 
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jRrpvicled hev«rtlLeles8, t]iat it shull be lawful for His Mftjeaty, his heirs or 
supceiworsi to make such provision out of the rest of the said accustomed 
dues and rights, for the encouragement of the Protestant religion, and^for the 
maintenance and support -of a Protestant cleigy within the said province, as 
he or .they shal], from time to tame, think necessary and expedient 
- Provided alw^rs, and be it enacted, that no person, professiDg the religion 
of the chiu*ch of Rome, and residing in the said province* shall* be ohli(ged to 
take the oath required by the said statute passed in the first year of the reign 
of jQueen Elizabeth, or any other oaths substituted by any. other Act in the 
place thereof; but that every such person who by the said statute is required 
to take the oath therein mentioned, shall be obliged, and is hereby required, 
to take and subscribe the following oath before the Governor, or sudi other 
perscm in such court of record as His Msgesty shall appoint^ who are herelQr 
authorized to administer the sam&j videlicet, 

' /, A. B., <le> sineerely promise and iwear, thai I wiU befaU^ful^ and hear true 
aUegianee to His Majesty King George, and him wiU drfeud to the utmost tf siy 
power, against all traitorous conspiracies and attempts nohaisoever, whiek shall bo 
made against hh person, crown, and dignity; and I will do my utmost endeavour 
t9 disclooe and nuike known to His Majesty, hie heirs and suceessorsi oil treasons, 
and traiterotts conspiracies, and attempts, which I shall know to he against An% 
or any of them ; and all this I do swear without any equivocation,. mentiU^evasion, 
or secret reservation, and renouncing aU pardons and dispensations from any power 
or person whomsoever to the contrary^ 

So. help me Gojf. 

* 

• And every such person, who shall neglect or refuse to take the said oath 
before mentioned, shall incur and be liable to the same penalties, forfeiture^ 
disabilities, and incapacities, as he would have incurred and been liable to 
for neglecting (ht refusing to take the oath required by the said statute passed 
in the first year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all His Majesty's 
Canadian subjects within the province of Quebec, the rdigious orders and 
eommnnities only excepted, may also hold and enjoy their property and 
poJMessions, together with all custtMns and usages relative dkereto, and att 
other their civil rights, in as large, ample, and beneficial manner, as if the 
sand proclamation, commissions, emiiaances, and other acts and instruments, 
had not been made, and as may consist with their allegiance to His BCijesty^ 
and sul^ection to the Crown and. Parliament of Great Britian ; and that in 
aU matters of controversy, relative to property and civil rights, resort shaO 
be had to the laws of Canada, as the rule for the decision of the same ; and 
all causes that shall hereaf^ be instituted in any of the courts of Justice, to 
be appointed within and for the said province, by His M^esty,' his heirs' and 
aaocessors, shaU, with respect to such property and rights, he det^mined 
agrfeeH^ to tihe said laws and customs of Canada, until they shall be varied'oc 
altered by any ordinances that shallt from time to. time, be passed in the Mid 
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protiiice by the Goyeraor, Lieutenant-Goveraor, or Commander-in-Chief, 
for the time being, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council of the same, to he appointed in manner hereinafter mentioned. 

Provided always, tiiat nothing in this Act contained shall exteadf or be 
construed to extend, to any lands that have been granted by His Majesty, 
dr shall hereafter be granted by His Mi^esty, his heirs and successors, to 
be. h<4den in free and common soccage. 

Provided also, that it shall and may be lawful to and for every person that 
is owner of any lands, goods, or credits, in the said province, and that has a 
right to cdienate the said lands, goods, at credits, in his or her life>time, by 
deed iof sale, gift, or otherwise, to devise or bequeath the same at his w her 
death, by his or her last will and testament; any law,. usage, or citttom, 
heretofore or bow prevailing in !be province to -the contrary hereof in anywise 
notwithstanding ; such will being executed, either according to the tows of 
Canada, or according to the forms prescribed by the laws of England. 

And whereas the certainty and lenity of the criminal law of England, and 
the benefitfei and advantages resulting from the use of it» have been sensibly 
fblt by the inhaUtants, from an experience of more than nine years, during 
wMeh it has been umformly administered ; be it therefore farther enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, that the same shall continue to be administered^ 
aiid shall be observed as tow in the province of Quebec, as well in the des- 
ciipdon and quality of the ofibnee as in the method of prosecution and trial $ 
und the punishments and forfeitures thereby inflicted to the exclusion of every 
other rule of criminal tow, or mode of proceeding thereon, which did or might 
prevail in the said province before the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-four ; anything in this Act to the contrary thereof in any 
respect notwithstan^ng ; subject nevertheless to such alterations and amend- 
ments as the Grovernori Lieuteiiant-Govemor, or Conomander-in 'Chief for 
the lime being, by and with the advice and consent of the Legittotive Coundl 
ef l3ie said province, hereafter to be appointed, shall, from time to time, 
cause to be made therein, in manner hereinafter directed. 

•And whereas it may be necessary to ordain many regutotioDa for the ftiture 
w^&re and good government of the province of Quebec, the occasions of which 
cannot not now be foreseen, nor, without much delay and inoonvenieiiice> "ke 
provided for, without intrusting that authority, for a certain time, and under 
proper restrictions, to persons resident there t and whereas it is at present 
inexpedient to eaXL an Assembly ; be it therefore enacted by the authorily 
aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawftd for His Majesty, his heirs afid sttC'* 
cessors, by warrant imder his or their signet or sign manual, and with tbe 
advice of the Privy Council, to eonstitnte and appoint a Council for t^e affairt 
of the province of Quebec, to consist of such persons resident there, not ex* 
ceecfing twenty-lihree, nor less than seventeen, as His Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, shall be pleased to appoint \ and, upon the death, removal, or absence, 
any of the members of the said Council in4&e manner to constitute and appoint 
imch and so many other perspn or persons as shall be necessary to txtjp^ ^ 
vacancy or vacancies; which Council, so appointed and nominated, or the 
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mijor part thereof, shall have power and authority to make ordinaiices for die 
peace, yre]£ate, and good government of the said province, with the constat 
of His Migesty's Governor, or in his ahsense of the Lieutenant-Governor, or 
Commander-in-Chief for the time heing. 

Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend to atidio- 
rize or empower the said Legislative Council to lay any taxes or duties within 
the sbmI province, suoh rates and taxes only excited as the inhabitants of 
any town or district within- the said province may be authorized by the said 
Council to assess, levy, and apply, within the said bown or district, for the pur- 
pose of making roads, erecting and repairing public buUdings, Or ibr any other 
purpose Irespecting die lo6al ntovenieneb and ecoiiMay of feucb town or district 
^ f^:^ded ako, and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every or^ 
dinance so to be made, shall, within six months, be transmitted by the Gover- 
nor, or in his absence by the Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander-in-Chief 
for the time being, and laid before His Majesty for his royal approbatioii; and 
if His Migesty shall think fit to disallow thereof the same shall cease and be 
void from the time that His Mtjesty's order in Council thereupon shall be'pr^ 
mulgated at Quebec. 

Provided also, that no ordinance tduching religion, or by which any punidi" 
ment may be inflicted greater than fine or imprisonment for three months^ 
shall be of any force or effect, until the same shall have received His Majesty's 
approbation. 

Provided also, that no ordinance shall be passed at any meeting of the 
Council where less than a minority of the whole Council is present, or at any 
time except between the first day of January and the first day of May, unless 
upon some urgent occasion, in which case every member thereof resident at 
i^uebec, or within fif)y miles thereof, shall be personally summoned by die 
Governor, or in his absence by the Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander-in- 
Chief for the time being, to attend the same. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing hereb 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent or hinder HSs 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, by his or their letters patent under the great 
seal of Great Britain, from erecting, conttitndng, and appcdndng such oonrti 
of criminal, civil, and ecclesiastical jurisdicdon within and for the said province 
of Quebec, and appointing, from dme to time, the judges and officers thereof 
as His Migesty, his heirs and suceessors, shall think necessary and proper 
for the circumstances of the uM province. 

Provided alwayb, and it is hereby enacted, that nothing in this Aet co n t a inted 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to repeal or make void, wStUn the 
said province of Quebec, any Act or Acts of die Fariiastent of Grdrt Britdn 
heretofore made, for prohibiting, restraining, or regtdating, die trade oreom* 
merce of His Majesty's colonies and plantadons in America ; bitt that aS ahd 
every the said Acts, and also all Acts of Parliament heretofore made ooDcemiiig 
or respecting the said cdonies and plantations, shall be, and are hereby de> 
clared to be, in force within the said proviner of Quebec, and every pari thereoC 
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No. VII. 

dlst GEO. Ill, Cap. 31. 

t. 

An Act to repeal certain Parts of an Aety passed in ike 

Jimrteenth Year of His Mcgesljfs Reign, intituled *^ An 

Ajctjbr making fitore effectiud Provision Jbr the Govenu 

' ynent of the Praoince of Quebec, in North America ; and 
to maJce Juriher Provision Jbr the Government ^ the 

.. 4aid Province.'*' 

, 1. Whereas an Act wa* passed in the fourteenth year of the reign of Wb 
piresejn^.li^igesty, intituled^ " An Act for making more effectual provision for 
the government of the province of Quebec in North America :'* and whoreas 
jjhe .said. Act is in numy respects inapplicable to the present condition and 
circumstances oC the said province: and whereas it is expedient and necessary 
tha( fiusther proyisioa should now be made for the good[ government and pros- 
perity thereof : may it therefore please your Most Excellent Migesty that it 
Viay be enacted ; and be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
CommoDSy in this piesent Parliament assembled, and by the authoxity of 
the same, that so much of the said Act as in any manner relates to the ap^ 
pointment of a Council for the afiairs of the said province of Quebec, or to the 
power given by the said Act to the said Council, or to the mi^or part of them, 
to make ordinances for the peace, welfiEure, and good government of the sidd 
province, with the consent of His Migesty's Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
•r Commander-in-Clpef for the time being, shall be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

2. And whereas His Miyesty has been pleased to signify, by his message 
to both Houses of Parliament^ his royal intention to divide his province of 
Quebec into two separate provinces, to be called the province of Upper Canada, 
and the province of Lower Canada; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that there shall be within each of the said prjovinces respectively a Legislative 
Council, and an Assembly, to be severally composed and constituted in the 
manner heieinafter .described ; and that in each of the said provinces res- 
pectively His Migesty, his heirs or successors, shall have power, during the 
continuance of this Act^ by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Coimoil and Assembly of such provinces respectively, to make laws for the 
peace, welftre^ and good government thereof such laws not being repugnant 
to this Act ; and that all such laws, being passed by the Legislative Council 
and Assembly of either of the said provinces respectively, and assented to by 
His Migesty, his heirs or successors, or assented to in His Majesty^s name, 


by su^Jli person as His Majesty, his heirs or sucoessors, shall from tjsB» to tusKi 
appoint to be the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, of such provinoo* or hgi;; 
such person as His Majesty^ his hei» or successors, shall fiDiB time to tine . 
appoint to administer the government within ihe same, Aall be, and &e aanier 
are hereby declared to be, by virtue of and under the atrthority of this -Act^ 
valid and binding to all intents and purposes whatever, within die pronaee in 
which the same shall have been so passed. 

d. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, ihat for the 
purpose of constituting suok Legislative Council as aforesaid in etek ^ the 
s£ud provinces respectively, it #haU and may be lawfol foor His If^jest^,. hb « 
heirs or successors, l^ a«. i^strumant under his or their sign manwri, to 
authorize and direct the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, iX person admi- 
nistering the government in each of the said provinces respective^, widdn 
the time hereinafter mentioned, in His Migesty's name, and by an infrtamait- 
under the great seal of such province^ to summon to the said Legiiiati^w^ 
Council, to be established in each of the said pfovinoes respectiyriy, aeuf-;- 
ficient number of discreet and pr^^per persons, being not fewer ^an aeieny to ' 
the Legislative Council for the province of Upper Canadaj and not fewer ^dlsn * 
fifteen to the Legislative Council for the province ef Lower Canada; andtfiat - 
it shall also be lawful for His Majesty, hia heirs «r sncceason, fromiiase'to * 
time, by an instrument under his or their s^ maniiHl, to authorise and diract 
the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, ot person administienng' 4iie gofvm* • 
ment in each of the said provinces respectively, to summoBrto the LegislaliM 
Council of such province, in like manner, such other person or penMna «b 
His Majesty, his heirs or successors, aball think fit; and that evcty penDii 
who shall be so summoned to the Legislative Council of either of the aaid 
provinces respectively, shall thereby become a member of auch Xjegiibtfive 
Council to which he shall have been so summoned* 

4. Provided always, and be it enacted by the ainhoaty afoiesaiiV that m 
person shall be summoned to the said Legislative Council, in either of the said- 
provinces, who shall not be of the full age of twenty*<one years, and a:natii9Bl<» 
bom subject of His Msgesty, <»* a subject of His Mi^e^ naturaliaed4iy..^et . 
of the British Parliament^ or a subject of Hia M^sty, faaving become fiurh' by 
the conquest and cession of the province of Canada. . • < . 

5. .And be it further enacted by the authority, afinreuid, that 
of each of the said Legislative Councils shall hold his seat th^iw for the 
of his life, but subject nevertheless to the provisions heceiaafter aoaliaiied for 
vacating the same, in the cases hcareinafter. specified* 

6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ^hat wkeneverBaa 
Migesty, his heirs or successors, shall think proper to oon&r ttponwty aolgect 
of the crown of Great Britain, by letters patent under the great aeid «f eitlwr 
of the said provinces, any herediti^ title of honour, rankp er.digiMtjr nfawalr 
province, descendible accord^ig to, any course of ^f^^f^ ^ito^i*4 in. 
letters patent, it shall and may be lawful for His M^esty, hia^i^nB ^ 
tessors, to annex thereto, by the said letters patent, if Has Miyest|i» hda. Wm 
or succe8{K>rs, shall so think fit, an hereditary right of being sununMied. to lh» 


htfjidaAnhOamnilci vabh pttMsaee, deiweiidible acc6idiiig to the cdurte of 
dciMBt M linuttd with respect to such title, rink, or dignity; and that every 
pentti<Mi idMm inch right tfaall be so conferred, or to ^om such right shall 
■ewnlly so deseeiid, nbaXi thefeupon be entided to demand firom the' Go- 
v«rMir«.-Liiateii8at-Ck»Tcnior, or person adniiniatering the government of 
soohfONyviiice, his writ of Biunmons to such Legislative Cooncil, at any time 
after he shall have attained the age of tvrenty^one years, subject nevertheless 
to tbe pit)vi B ions hereiiiafter contained. 

7» Provided ahra^> and be it fiirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that. wtai. and so often as any psrsonto whom such here^tary right shall 
have descsadad,- shall, wkfaout the pemussion of His Mi^esty, his heirs or 
suooessofs, signified to the Legislatftw GoUneil of llie province by the Governor, 
Licnfesaaot-GovetBor, or petwn admmistering the government there, have 
beea ahsnwt from thesaid previaee for ih&taptcce of feur years continually, at 
aiqF tine betwesn the date of hk sueoee&ng to such ri^t and the thne of his 
appl|uig Imt anshwrit of sitiin«>ns, if he idiall have been of the age of twenty- 
one, yasia or upwards at th^ tune of his so succeeding, or at any time between 
thftidate of his attauiing llie said age and the time of his so applying, if he 
shall not hav« beai^ of the said age at the time of his so succeeding ; and also 
when aBd«0'4>£leii tm any saoh person shall at any time, before his applying 
fof aush wsit of sunimons, have taken any oath of allegiance or obedience to 
anyfineign prince or power, in every such case such person shall not be 
drilled to receive any writ of summons to the Legisktive Council by virtue 
of jKioh hersikhary righ^ tmless His Mijesty, his heirs or successors, shall at 
any tuniq diink fit, by instnunent under his or dieir sign manual, to di^rect 
thatanch person shall be suBUfno^ed to the said Council; and the Governor, 
lieiUanant^Govemor, or person administering the government in the said 
provinces respectively, is hereby authorized and required, previous to granting 
such writ ol. summons to any person so applying for the same, to interrogate 
suah pcffson upon oath touching the said several particidars, before such 
Ezecotive Council as shidl have been appointed by His Majesty, his heirs or 
swxeasore, witlnn stfch province, for the affiurs tfaereot 

8r Provided also^ and be it ftirdier enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 
if any member of the Legislative Councils of either of the said provinces 
respeccivdy shaH leave such province, and shall reside out of the same for the 
•pase of four years continually, without the permission of His Migesty, his 
heirs or suoeessMS, sigiiified to such Legislative Council by the Governor or 
Lieutenant-Governor, or person administering His Migesty's Government, 
there, or for tbe spaoe of two years continually, without the like pemyssion, 
or the penaiasieii of the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or person adminis- 
tering the govanuttent of such prorince, sign&fied to such Legislative Council 
in te manaev aforesaid; or tf any such member shall take any oath of alle- 
giance or obedience to any foreign prince or power, his seat in such Council 
shall thereby become vacant 

ft. PMiVided also, and be it- ftntker enacted b]p^the authority aforesaid, that 
in evsory cose where a writ of summons to such Legislative Council shall have 


n 


.boio*<laiii^]F «B(diliM from wf panum to ufaoia tiich .hcwGtargi rigi^ as 
0bnmA ahaU faavedofcea/M^ Vy oeaaon oC.suek i^Mence &om tbe piccnwe 
M-AfoueMid, w of loa lunnog taktoan-Mtik of aUcigiaiiea or obedienoe t^vaj 
^fiMceign' prince or fowcr; and alscy in wery caae whese tbe seat in 4111^ 
X^ouaak of any membcar ikfaeoi, having, such heivditaiy light aa af^enet^, 
ah^ have been vacated by veaaoa of any of <be causea berai&faefiire 8pedM» 
•neb bereditavy rigbt shall remain siiapended daring, the Ufie of aodifiennii, 
unless His Majesty, his heirs or suecessora* shafl afterwards tbrok fitito direat 
.that be be sununened to such Council ; but that ott. the death of such peBSOn 
sach right, subject to tite pr(mgi<ms hexeiii centainedy shall descend tothe 
person who shall next be entitled tbeveto, aocevdingto the cocarse of descent 
limited in the letters patent by which the same shall have been origma% 
eoi^ierred. 

la Fkonded idso, and be it teAer enaeted by the amhority albtesMd, 
-that if any member of either of the said Legislatire Ceunoils sbaQ be atmii^ted 
for treason in any court of law witfaili any of His Majesty's dominians» his 
seat in sush Couneil shall thereby become vacant, and any su^ hereditai!;^ 
right as aforesaid then yested in such person^ or to be derived to any other 
persons dipeugfa him, shall be utterly foifeifeed md cSxtinguished. 

11. Provided also^ and be it further enacted by tbe authority afoiieaM 
that whenever any question shall arise respecting the right of any peraonlo 
be summoned to either of the said Legiriative Councyti respeotively, er jpf- 
q>ecting the vacancy of the seat in such Legislative Coundl of any pensB 
having been summoned thereto, ev«ry such question shsll, b^ihe Govemnr 
or Lieutenant-Gk>vemor of the province, or by the person adnunistering Ae 
government? tb^re, be refierred to such Legislative Comidl, to be by the said 
Council heard and determined ; and t&at it shaH and may be lawful mtber hr 
the person desiring such writ of summons, or respecting whose seat sttoh 
question Bhidl< have arisen, or for His Majesty^s Attomey^deneral of sstth 
province in His Majesty's name, to appeal from the determtaation of tbeeidd 
Council, in such case, to His Mijesty, in his Pariiament of Great Hkitmn; 
and that the judgment tliereon of His Mijesty, in his said Pariiament, shaB 
be final and conclusive to all intents and' purposes whatever. 

12* And be it further enacted by iStie authority aforesaid, tiiat theOovemar 
or Lieatenant-GoVem(ar of the said pronnces' respectively, or llie peiBdn 
admiaistering HIb Mi4esty*s • government therem respeetivd^ shall '%Kfe 
power and authority from time to time, by an instrmneirt under A» great seal 
of such provmc^ to constitute^ appoint, and remove the Speakers ^ &e 
Legishuive Ceundhh of subh pro^ces respectively. 

13. And be it fintiier enacted by t^e audioRty aforesaid^ ^ttat. Iter the pur- 
pose of ooastitutiag such Assembly as aforesaid, in each of the said psoviassi 
respectively, it shall and may be lawful for His Mt^tatft his faetfs oraupo 
cessors, by an instrument under his or their sign mamiali to antfafiriaefaod 
direct the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, ov person aAnioartomtg.ibe 
government in eaeh of the said proviaees respectively, adtfaia 4lle tame Imein- 
after mentioned,, and theseafter, Arom tioie to time, asoecasMHi shaH vaqnine, 


in Hfe M^je^ty'K name, atid'by ui fiMbnimeot tmder die gt«at MWl'<>f nieh 
|yhMD(ce, to iRimtiioti snd ctUl togetiier «ifk Ass^mMy In and Ibr Mieii )pioifiaftt. 
■ 14. And be it fur&er enacted Vfiht afttOioH^ aforesaid, thtft, for die f i»- 
'ptwe ittf electing the menib^M of such AfliendiUes refljpeDtlvefy, it «hidQ atitt 
in«7 be laWfaH for Hit lit^sty, lui beifti or Mecessiim, by an in gtuMa e ilt 
under his or their sign manual, to' ftutlio»ri8e'«tbe Gov^SnOr or lieutenaav- 
Governor of each of die said protinees reispeetlvely, or the person admMf- 
tfering the got^ftmttient therein, vA&ati the dme hereinafter mentSbnedjCb 
Issue a' proclamation diiFf^fing such province into districts, or counties, or 
eircles, and towns or townships, and appointing the limits thereof, and de^ 
'daring knd appointing the number of representatiyes to be chosen by eaeh'of 
ist»i9k districts, or counties, or circles, and teWns or townsMps respectively; 
and that it shall also be lawful for His Majesty, his heirs or successors, -to 
imthorise such Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, or person administering 
die government, from time to tfane, to nominate and appoint proper persons 
to esieiftute die office of returning officer in each of the said districts, or 
•douttties, or circles, and towns or townships respectively; and that audi 
division of the said provinces into districts, or counties, or circles, and towns 
or townships, and such declaration and appointment of die number of repre- 
sehtati-ves to be chosen by each of the said districts, or counties, or^circles, 
mid tiowns or townships respectively, and also such nomination and appoint- 
ment of returhing officers in die same, shaH be valid and effectual to all tike 
pUVposeM of this* Act, Illness it shall- at any time be odierwise' provided by any 
Act of the Legislative Conncil and Assembly of the province, aflscgnted to by 
His lii^ty, his heirs or successors. 

15. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by, die audiority 
ttforesaiid, that die provision hereinbefore contained, for empowering the 
Governor, Lientenant^Govemor, or person administering the government of 
'the siid pmtvinoes respectively, under' such audiority as aforesaid from His 
Mt^e^, his heirs or successors, firom time to time, to nominate and appoint 
proper persons to execute the office of returning' officer in the said districts, 
oevnties^ cirdM, wd towns or townships, shall remain and continue in force 
in each of die said provinces rei^Mctively, for die term of two years, ^m and 
after the eomnjenoement of this Act, widiin such province, and no longer; 
but subject, neverdieless, to be sooner repealed or varied by any Act of the 
Legitlative Council and Assembly of the province, assented to by His MigeMy, 
hit heirs of suceessors. 

19. Provided always, and be it ftnrdier enacted by the audiority aforesaid, 
that no person shall be obliged to execute the said office of returning officer 
for any longer taoe than one year, or oftsener dian once, unless it shall at any 
time be odierwiiM provided by any Act of die Legis^rtive Council and 
Assembly of die province, asiBented to by His Migcsty, his heim or successors. 

17. Provided also, and be it enacted by die audiority aforesaid, that die 
whole number of members to be chosen in the province of l/pper Canada 
shall not be Ides than sixteen, and that the whole number of members to be 
chosen in die provirice of Lower Ounada* shaH not be less than fifty. 
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. i8i Aad be it Airdidr «iMcwd liy Urn HQtheritf albregaia, that t^te fin^tfi^ 
jGleEdott «f meittbon ta flcn>e in «ihe aaM AMemblies respectively idudl be 
iannd'bytkeCknrcniiiry licntmaBt-Ciownior, w penon ndtaittnteHng Hb 
Alfiiittt^s gfovenuMiit witfiiB die «aid piDvinces respectively, withiA Ibiirteett 
^y». after the lealiiig of such instnnMnit m aferesaid for svmiKmiiig «ti# 
Mtting together gweh-Aaeembfy, aMt that such writa ahidi be ^Uiected to tiie 
respective retumiiig officers of the said districts, or counties, or ditles, and 
^DWiis or townshqas, and that sudi writs shall be made returnable wi^n 
fifty days at fivthest from the da^oKiriuch they shafi bear date, onless it shall 
at Aiqr time be otherwise provided by aay Act of the Legislative Cotmeil and 
▲ssemUy of the i«ovinee, asseoted to by His Mi^esty, his heirs or aooeieBsoni 
and. that .writs ahali in like manner and form be issued for the election «f 
memheirt in the case af any vacancy which shall happen by the death of tha 
person chosen, or by his beii^ annnqpned to the LegislatiTe Cottndd of ^ilihsr 
pimnce,. and that such write shall be made returnable within fifty dayaat 
£ir<hest from the day on which duy shall bear date, unless it ihaU at any timv 
bd otherwise provided by any Act of the Legislative Gouneil and Assembly el 
the province, assented to by His Maiesty, hia heirs or suoeessoMf and that in 
the case of any such vacancy which shall happen by di^dealh of the pefsoa 
chosen, or by reason of his being so summoned as aforesaid, i3bt writ fiar tfaa 
election of a new meuiber shall be issued within six days after the aamr shall 
he made known to the proper office for issumg suoh writs of electieni 

19. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that aH and every 
the returning offioeza so appointed as aforesaid, to whom any such writa as 
afiicesaid shall be directed, shall, and they are hereby a«tii<tfifled and re^(uii«l 
duly to execute suph writs. 

20. And be* it further enacted by die authority aforesaid, that the members 
Ux the several districts, or counties^ at circles <^ the said piovinces respec- 
tifttly, shall be choeen by the mi^riiy of yotes of snch persons as shell 
severally be possessed, for their own use and benefit, of lands <Mr tenements^ 
within such district, or county, or circle, as the case shall be, such lands being 
by *Aem held in firaehold, or in fiieX, or in lotuie, or by oertifieate derived under 
«l|a authority of the Governor and Council of the province of Quebec, and 
being of the yearly value of forty shillings sterling, or upwatds, over and 
aboifeall rents and changes payable out of or in respect of the same ; and that 
the. members for the several towns or townships wtthm the said pnMnneei 
Rspectrvdy shall be chosen by the minority of votes of such persons as either 
shall seveiaUy be possessed, for their own use and benefit, of a^weUing house 
and lot of gnHmd in such town or township, such dwelling house and lot 
of ground being by them held in like manner as aforesaid, and being of thi^ 
yearly value of five pounda aterling, or npwarda, «r, aa having been r e flMc atf 
within the aaid. Jtowo or township fbr the ^pace of tw^e calendar mon^ 
BfeaBt^befeate the date cf Ae writ of summons for the election, shall hMiUk- 
have paid one year's rent for the dwelling hottle m which diey shaM httfe ^ 
EOsidBd, at the rate of t» pounds sterling per annum, or upwards. 

21. Prorided always, and be it fiffther enacted by the autiio^Cy aforMMid^- 


i^t w> fenon «baU bfrespaMe 9i}mog eleoted « nimbtfr Id sixTfe fat ftitto of 
tke nid AisembUeg, or of sittli^ m votiii|r ibeMiA^ 11)10 «ImII be armember «£ 
other of> the said I^^giabtiye Councat ^ he Mtablfahed ae afaieBaid'iii the 
eaid twe provinceB, or whoehallbe a niiiieter of the ehnroh of £iigisiid» dir 
a minister, priest, ecolesiastk, or teadier» ckher acoording to the rites ofthie 
ehvuK^ of Romei ix uodtr any other. fNtm er-prefassioii of religious MA 
erworsbip. / 

22* Prcwided also, «ad be it fMhtr enactad by^ the ^oAeaity afbressEid^ 
that no {kersen shall beca(«hle of veting at any eketioDof a meoibep to serv^ 
hi sueh Asaemhlft in aither ef ^ said profinoes, or of hesn^ elected atmny 
sttoh electioD, who shall not be of the ftdl age of ti«CDtf*one years, and « 
lAturel-bom subject of His M^esty, or a eidqeotof His Afs§esty natmralfiMid 
hf Aet of the British Pariiameiit, or e siibjeei>ef His Mi^ty,- faaTingheeons 
such, bf the conquest and cessiim of the ftoviaoe of Canada. 
. 23.. And be it also enacted by the audiority aiiresaid, that tie person shall 
he eapeUe of voting at eny election el e^ mcmhev t& senw in saoh AssenfMyi 
hi either ef the said pxovinQes» er of being elscted at any soeh dection; whd 
shall lutrebeen-attainted for treason or felony in any e<Mrt of -law within any 
ef His Mi^c^A dominions, er who shaUt be within any description of persons 
dMqualified by any Act of the LcgialatiTe Council and Assembly of the 
pMiime, assented to by His Ma|)esty, his heirs or snoecssers. 

24. ProYided also, and be it fiurther enacted by the andwrity aforesaid^ 

that eveiy Yoter^ belne he is admitted to give his vole at any such election, 

d»aU}. if required l^ any of the candidates^ ee by die returning officer, talce 

'the foUovring oath, which iMtt be adaiinistiered in the Eng^ er French 

language, as the case may require : — 

/, . A. B., 4I9 declare and teet^ff, in ihs pttemee nf Almigkiy Ged, Hmtlam; 
totkebest rf my knawkdge mid beUrf, ff the fiM age of twentf-' ^ nt yearr, and 
tkai Jhaoenotvotedbrfore-aithiaekotieti, 

. . ' , •. . . . » • • « 

And that evety such person sfaidl abe,.if so required as aforesaid^ mske oath; 
IReviousto his being admitted to vote, that he n, te the best of hie hnowled^ 
smd belief duly possessed of sash lands and tenements^ or of •such a dwclfing-^ 
house and lot <tf ground^ w- that he has foaH Jidr been- ao resident^ atad paid 
snoh rent fer his dwefiiBg^boaae^ aa entitles hiu^ according to the provisionii 
of this Act, to give hi* vote at such Section for ^e county, or distriet, or 
oirole; <« for the town or township for which he shall ofierthe same. 
^ '0&r And be it fiirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and 
may be lawful for His Majesty, his heirs w Suoccsssn,- to antborize the 
Qovemor or lieuteaant-Govenmr, or penon sdmfaisttring the gotenunent 
within each i>f the said provinces respectivdy, to fix the time and plase of 
holding such elections, giving not leas than ^gfat days* notice of siMh chne^ 
flwdsject nevertheless to sudi provisions as may hereafter be made in these 
respects by any Act <^ the Legislative Council and Assembly of tiie'pTOvhwe, 
i^iintsd to by His Afijesty, his heirs or sucoessorsj - 


4t8 MiTiWwms. 

QMy b0> krarfiil im Hit.lAi^^,) hk lieiiw cnr . woce^tarsy to fuitlioiwe ik^ 
G^venwr or IMutmuati^Gwegnot pf eiM^i of the, sud provinces resp^vely» 
<^ lAat person adtninUtering the goTeroment tbeoeiud) to i&x tbe pjacet «e4 
times of holding the. first «nd every other 8ee0ioii,of the Leg^stive Cjopnc^ 
wd AaeemhLy of sucih provinoc^ giving due and sufficient nQtke theiyeo^ snd 
to prorogue the same from time to time, and to dissolve the same, by.proct 
damation or otherwiset whrnierer he shatt jud^e it neoessary o^ e^qpedieat . 
, 27* Btfovxded always, and be it enaoted by the. authority aforpaiMd* that ^ 
said Legislative Council and Assembly, in each of the said j^v^mce^ sMl ^ 
caUed together once at the least in every twelve calendar monthSj mid that 
•very AttemUy shall continue for fomr yeais from th« day of the return Qf tlM 
wKits for choosing the same^ an4 no longer, suliijept neyertbel^fs tp be spqnec 
procogued or dissolved by the governor or liieutenaot-Goveiaskor of.tlt^e 
farovince, or perscm administering His Miyes^'s government thei^jii. . . 

2& And be it farther enacted by the authority, aforesaid, that 4II fjne^i^mw 
which shall arise in the said JUegislative Councils. or A^isemblies r^qp^c^v^li^ 
shall be decided by the mi^^ty of vokefi of such members m sh^U be piesenti 
and that in all cases where the voices fdwU.he equ9)}<thfi; Speaker; oC 9fu^ 
Council or Assembly, as the case i^h^dl be, shall h^ve a casting voice. . ,., 

29. Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ ^bf^ vi^ 
member, either of the Legislative Council.pr ^ssj^mbly, .in ^itfaei: of the .s^ 
provinces, shall be permitted to sit or to vote therein until he shall lu^v« liiaikm 
and subscribed the following oath, either before the Governor or LieMten9ftt<: 
Governor of such province, or pempn administering the government .dnereinb 
or before some person or persons authorized by the said Governor or Lieu-. 
tenant-Governor, or other person as aforesaid, to administer such oath, and 
that the same shall be administered in the English or French language, as the 
case may require. 

/, A. B., do dneerelif promise and twear, that J wiU he faithful^ and bear tame 
<Ulegianoe to Hie Mqjeety King George, at ia^f^i Sopereig^ i^ the J^mgOm.^ 
Great Britain, and of theee. Provineee dep«9d0nt <e» and h^Umgi^g to. the eaU 
Kingdoms and that I wil^ defend hm (0 ihe mImw^ <f m^power ngnHfiut qU 
iraiterene evntfiraeiee and aUempte Mtkfi$ttf»r, fpkioh. tf^U ^ fti^fde qg/fjmt .iff^ 
persem, eroum, and digmtjf; and that / wiU d^ my utmoi^ ^ndeanonr tq^itclm 
and make knoum to BU M^i^y, Ai# hiire or siuwetfor,! , aU troaeone and trai^, 
teroui conipiraeiee and attends which I ehaU. hm» to he againtt him, or a^f ^ 
them f and all thie I do eufear unt^umt any egviffocatioih mental evaeion, or t^aret 
reeervaHon, and renouncing all pardone Of^f ditpentati(m$ fiom any permn ,0: 
power whatever to the cenir^try^ ... • ' 

Sohe^,mtGQ1K.M 

30. And be it further enacted by the authority foresaid, that-whepev'^B 
any Bill which has been passed by the Legislative Council, and by the Houtfi 
of Assembly, in either of the said provinces respectively, shall be presented, 
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kit Hi* Htje&tfu MMOt, to ii» Oovemor or LiiMeiuatMltfvevMr 4>f Mch 
firovinee, or to the pvtmm adaatuBtemag Hm M9j^tf$ gow rwM i mrt tkcriiii» 
such Gtvenior or LieuteBati^-Gavemtfr, or ptsncm adiiiliibt»ria|[^ Ae* 0»ven»*' 
ment, shaH, and he is hereby auftorkuid aod required to deelsre* aoeovdiii(f 
to hia discretioB, but suljjeot nerertheless to tile provwiona OMitaiiied in this 
Act, and to such inatructiona aa may from lime to time be gmn in tliat 
behalf by Hia Migeaty, hia heira or auoceasora, that he aaacnta to auch Bill ia 
Hia Migeat/a name, or that, he withholda Hia^'Mij^aty'a aaaent firom aiaah 
Bin, or that he reacrvea auch Bill for the aigniflcatiott of Hia Mi^jealgr'a 
pleaaure diereon. 

81. Provided alwaya, and be it furdier enacted by the aothorify afoeea«id> 
that whenever any Bill, which ahaU have been ao ^pfeaented tar Hia Mi^eaty'a 
aaaent to auch Governor, Lieutenant-Oovemor, or peraon adniniateitiig the 
government, ahall, by auch Governor, Lieutenant-Govemor, or peraon adsii*' 

' niatering the government, have been aaaented to in Hia Mcgeaty'a aame^ audi 
Governor, laeutenant-GoVemor, or peraon aa aforeeaid, ahall, and he^ ia 
hereby required, by the firat convenient opportimity, to tranamit to one of 
Hia M^eaty'a principal Secretariea '<^ State an authentic copy of auch Bill 
ao aaaented to ) and that it ahaH and may be lawfiil, at any time witfahi two 
yeara after auch Bill ahall have been ao received by auch Seeretaxy of Stata^ 
lor Hia Majeaty, hia heira or aucceaaora, by hia or their order in Counoflf to 
declare his or their diaallowance of auch Bill ; and that auch diaallowaiioe^ 
together with a certificate, under the hand and aeal of auch Secrettffy of Slata^ 
teatifying the day on which auch Bill waa received aa aforeaiod, b^ug aignifiad 
by auch Governor, Lieutenant-Govemor, or peraon admaBiaterinir tiiegovan* 
ment, to the Legialatlve Council and Aaaembly of eueh province, or by 
proclamation, ahaU make void and annul the aame, fixnn and after th» data ^ 
auch aigmfication. 

82. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeaaid, that no auch Bill, 
which ahall be so reaerved for the aignification of Hia Majeatjr'a pleaaure 
thereon, shall have any force or authority within either of the aaid provincea 
respectively, until the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, or peraon admmia* 
tering the government, ahall aignify, either by apeech or meaaage, to' the 
Legisladve Council and Aaaembly of auch province) or by proclamation} tibat 
auch Bin haa been laid before Hia Mijeaty in Council, and that Hia MafMiy 
haa been pleaaed to aaaent to the aame ; and that an entry ahall be madefy %n 
the journals of the aaid Legialative Counail,. of ^very auch apeech, meaaage^ 
or proclamation ; tod a duplicate thereof, duly attaated^ shaU be deHvewd to 
die proper oflBcer, to be kept amongat the public recorda of the praviaae 9 
and that no such KU, which ahall be so reserved as aforesaid, ahaU have any 
force or authority within either of the said proviuDea reapectively, uidiaaaHte 
Migeaty's assent thereto ahaU have been ao aigHofled aa aforeaaid, within the 
apace of two years from the day on which such BiU shall have been presented 
£>r His Majesty'a aaaent to the Governor, Lieuteniiat-Chyvenior, or peraon 
administering the government of auoh protinee. 

38. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidi tiiat aU law%: 
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•fatotet, and crdBntaces, wliich shall be in force on the day to be fixed in the 
manned hereinafter directed for the commencement of this Act^ wi^un |he 
said proWnces, or either of them, or in any part thereof respectively» shall 
remaiii and continue to be of the same force, authority, and effect, in each of 
the said provinces respectively, as if this Act had not been made, and bm if 
the said province of Quebec had not been divided ; except in so £ir as the 
same are expressly repealed or varied by this Act, or in so &r as the saoie 
shall or may hereafter, by virtue of and under the authority of this Act,- he 
repealed or varied by Hift Majesty, his heirs or successors, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Councils and Assemblies of the said 
provinces respectively, or in so far as the same may be repealed or varied by 
such temporary laws or ordinances as may be made in the manner herein- 
^dter specified. 

S4. And whereas by an' ordinance passed in the province of Quebec, 1^ 
Governor and Council of the said province were constituted a court of civil 
Jurisdiction, for hearing and determining appeals in certain cases therein 
specified, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the GovenMTt 
or Lieutenant-Governor, or person administering the government of each of 
the said provinces respectively, together with such executive CouncU as shall 
be appointed by His Majesty for the affidrs of such province, shall be a cmtit 
of civil jurisdiction, within each of the said provinces respectively, for heariiig 
and determining appeals within the same, in the like cases, and in the like 
manner and form, and subject to such appeal therefrom, as such appeala 
t6S^t before the passing of this Act have been heard and determined by the 
Governor ^nd Council of the province of Quebec ; but sulject nevertheless to 
such further or other provisions as may be made in this behalf by any Act of 
the Legislative Council and Assembly of either of the said provinces respec- 
tively, assented to by His Majesty, his heirs or successors. 

85. And whereas, by the above-mentioned Act, passed in the fourteenth 
year of the rdign of his present Majesty, it was declared, that the clergy of the 
Church of Rome, in the provihce of Quebec, might hold, receive, and enjoy 
flleir accustomed dues and rights, witii respect to such persons only as should, 
profess the sciid' religion; provided nevertheless, that it should be lawful for 
His Majesty, his heirs or successors, to make such provision out of the rest 
^the add accustomed diies and rights, for the encouragement of the Protest 
tant' religion, and for the maintenance and support of a Protestant clergy 
ilitfaSn'the said province, as he or they should from time to time think neces- 
sary mnd expedient: and whereas by His Migesty's royal instructions, given 
uiHier His Majesty's royal sign manual on the third day of January^ in the 
year of oar Lord, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, to Giiy 
Gttleton, esquire, now Lord Dorchester, at that time His M^esty's Captain- 
General and Oovemor-in-Chief in and over His Migesty*s province of Queb^ - 
His Mi^eferty was pleased, amongst other things, to direct, '' that no mcum- . 
b«ttt pirofossing th* religion of the church of Rome, appointed to any parish 
in the said provhice, should be entitled to receive any tithes for lands oir JMS- 
sMaionsooeaiyied by a Pirotestaht, but that such tithes should be received by 
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sudi pernms as the said Guy Carleton, esquirej His Maje9ty'8 Captain- 
Oeneral and Governor-in-Chief in and over His Majesty's said province of 
Qnebec, stiould appoint, and should be reserved in the hands of HLs Msgesty'a 
Receiver-General of the said province, for the support of a Protestant ^levgy. 
in His Majesty's said province, to be actually resident within the same* and 
not otherwise, according to such directions as the said Guy Carleton» ecKiu^ref 
His Majest3r's Captain-General and Govem.or-in-Chief in and over His. 
Majesty's said province, should receive from His Mijesty in that. behalf ; and 
that in like manner all growing rents and profits of a vacant benefice should, 
dtrring such vacancy, \)e reserved for and applied to the like uses:" and 
whereas His Majesty's pleasure has likewise been signified to the same e&Qt 
in His Mijes^'s royal instructions, given in like manner to Sir Frederick, 
Haldimand, knight of the moat honourable Order of the Bath, late His 
Majesty's Captain- General and Govemor-in-Chief in and over His M^esty*^ 
said province of Quebec ; and also in His Majesty's royal instructions^ given 
in like manner to the said Hight Honourable Guy Lord Dorchester, now. His 
Majesty's Captain-General and Governor- in- Chief in and over His Mt^estj^'a 
said province of Quebec ; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
kaid declaration and provision contained in the said above-mentioned Act» 
and also the said provision so made by His Majesty in consequence thereof 
1^ his instructions above recited, shall remain and continue to be of full fafse 
land effect in each of the said two provinces of Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada respectively, except in so far as the said declaration or prpvisiona 
respectively, or any part thereof^ shall be expressly varied or repealed by anjj 
Act or Acts which may be passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, 
of the said provinces respectively, and assented to by His Majesty, his heirs or. 
successors, under the restriction hereinafter provided. I 

36. And whereas His Majesty has been graciously pleased, by message to 
bdth Houses of Parliament, to express his royal desire to be enabled to mak^ 
a permanent appropriation of lands in the said provinces, for the lupport andi 
maintenance of a Protestant clergy within the same, in proportion to si»% 
lands as have been already granted within the same by His Majesty : and 
whereas His Majesty has been graciously pleased, by his said messagei fiwrthec 
to signify his royal desire, that such provision may be made, with respect tx> 
all future grants of land within the said provinces respectively, as may hest> 
conduce to the due and sufficient support and maintenance of a Proteatanl- 
clergy within the said provinces, in proportion to such increase as may happen 
in the population and cultivation thereof: therefore, for the purpose of more 
effectually fulfilling His Majesty's gracious intentions as aforesaid, and of. 
providing for the due execution of the same in all time to come, be it enacted 
by tihe authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for His J^^jes^, 
his heirs or successors, to authorize the Governor or Lieutenantf^.G«venior.4(>f 
each of the said provinces respectively, or the person administering th* 
government therein, to make, from and out of the knds of tbeCcowa vrithin 
■ueh provinces, such allotment and. appropriation, o£ landa,.&iF the support, 
and maintenance of a Protestant clergy within the same, as may bear a dui 
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proportion to the amount of such lands within the same as have at any time 
been granted bj or under the authority of His Majesty: and that whenever 
any grant of lands within either of the said provinces shall hereafter be made^ 
by or under the authority of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, there shall 
at the same time be made, in respect of the same, a proportionable allotment 
and appropriation of lands for the above-mentioned purpose, widiin the 
township or parish to which such lands so to be granted shall appertain or be 
annexed, or as nearly adjacent thereto as circumstances will admit ; and that 
no such g^nt shall be valid or effectual unless the same shall contain a specifi- 
cation of the lands so allotted and appropriated, in respect of the lands to be 
thereby granted ; and that such lands, so allotted and appropriated, shall be, 
as nearly as the circumstances and nature of the case will admit, of the like 
quality as the lands in respect of which the same are so allotted and appro- 
priated, and shall be, as nearly as the same can be estimated at tiie time of 
making such grant, equal in value to the seventh part of the lands so granted. 

37. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all and every 
the rents, profits, or emoluments, which may at any time arise firom such lands 
so allotted and appropriated as aforesaid, shall be applicable solely to iSbe 
maintenance and support of a Protestant clergy within the province in which 
the same shall be situated, and to no other use or purpose whatever. 

38. And be it further enacted by the authority albresaid, that it shaB and 
may be lawful for His Majesty, his heirs or successors, to authorize the Qo- 
vemor or Lieutenant-Governor of each of the said provinces respectively, or 
the person administering the government therein, firom time to time,widi ibe 
advice of such Executive Council as shafl have been appointed by His 
Migesty, his heirs or successors, within such province, ft>r the affldni thereof 
to constitute and erect, witiiin every township or parish which now is or here- 
after may be formed, constituted, or erected within such province, one or mere 
parsonage or rectory, or parsonages or rectories, according to tiie establbh- 
ment of the church of England ; and from time to time, by an instridnent 
under the great seal of such province, to endow every such parsonage or 
vectory witi^ so much or such part of the lands so allotted and appropriated 
as aforesaid, in respect of any lands within suck townsh^ or perish, which 
shall have been granted subsequent to the commencement of this Act, or of 
such Unds as may have been allotted and appropriated for the same purpose, 
by or in virtue of any instruction which may be given by His Majesty, in 
respect of any lands granted by His Majesty befbre the commeneeinent of 
this Act^ as such (jovernor, Lieutenant-Governor, or person administering' the 
government shall, with the advice of the said Executive Council, judge to be 
expedient under the then existing circumstances of such townsMp or pariah. 

S9. And be it further enacted by the authority afinresaid, that it shaQ and 
may be lawful for His Majesty, his heirs or successors, to authorise tiie Go« 
▼emor, Lieutenant-Governor, or person administering the govemmentofeach 
of the sfid provinces respectively, to present to every such parsenjige or 
rectory an incumbent or minister of the church of England, who shatt have 
been duly ordained according to the rites of the said church, «iid to Mfply 
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ficpm ^me to tiniAiiticb vi«afM;ie0 as may hapiieQ therein; and that every 
pefioa 8o pteaented, to any sucb parsonage or rectory, shall hold and enjoy the 
•ame, and all rightB, profits^ and emoluments thereunto belonging or granted, 
as fully and anqde, and in the same manner, and on the same terma and coor 
dilioni^ and liable to the pecformance of the same duties^ as the incumbent 
oi a parsonage or rectory in England. 

40. Provided aliways, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
titat every suob presentation of an incumbent or minister to any such parsonage 
or rectory, and also the enjoyment of any such parsonage or rectory, and ai the 
rights, profits, and emoluments thereoi^ by any such incumbent or minister, 
shall be sul^ect and liable to all rights of institution, and all other spiritual 
and ecdesiaatical jurisdiction and authority, which have been lawrfuHy granted 
l»y His M igesty's royal letters patent to the Bishop of Nova Scotia, or which 
may hereafter, by His Majesty's royal authority, be lawfully granted or ap- 
pointed to be administered and executed within the said provinces, or eldier 
of them respectively, by the said Bishop of Nova Scotia, or by any odier 
penon or pcnona, according to the laws md canons of the church of England, 
which are law^y made and received in England. 

41. Provided ahvays, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that the several provisions hereinbefore contained, respecting the allotment 
and appropyiati<m of lands lor the support of a Protestant clergy within the 
said f^Nwiaoes, and also req»ecting the constituting, erecting, and endowing 
pavsonages or rectories witMn Ae aaid provinces, and also respecting the 
ptmentatioB of incumbents or mimstera to the same, and also respecting the 
naaner in wlndi such incumbents or mimsters shall hold and enjoy the same, 
diatt be sal^t to be varied or repeided by any express provisions for that 
purpose, contained in any Act or Acts which may be passed by the Legislative 
Council and Assembly of the said provinces respectively, and assented to by Hia 
Migesty, Ins heirs or successors, under the restriction hereinafter provided. 

42. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that whenever any Act or Acts shall be passed by the Legislative 
Council and AseemMy of either of the said provinces, containing any 
provisions to vary or repeal the above-vecited declaration and provision 
oentained in the said Act, passed in the fourteenth year of the reign of hk 
present Mijesty; er to vary or repeal the above*recited provision contained 
in His Migesty's royal instructions, given on the diird day of January, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, to i3as 
said Guy Cafleton, esqinre, now Lord Dorchester ; or to vary or repeal the 
pmvirions hereinbelisre contamed for continuing the force and effect of the 
said dedaralien and provisions ; or to vary or repeal any of the several pro- 
visions hereinbelbre contained respecting the allotment and appropriation of 
iaads for the support <^ a Protestant clergy within the said provinces ; or 
respecting the constituting, erecting, or endowing parsonages or rectories 
wklttn the said piwvinoea; or respecting the presentation of incun^nts or 
faiiiistets tothe same^ or respeetingthe manner in which siioh incumbents or 
Minsters ahatt hold and enjoy tlio same: and also that whenever aa^ Act or 
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Acts ■hatt be to pamed^ eot^ving any pmviMOM whisli dwll in any unumcr 
reUte to or afiect the ei^oymff^ ot exei«we of any retigiouB fenn or mode of 
worship ; or riiaU impose or cveate any penalties, bmdens, disabilitiesy or 
^isqualificatioiis in Kspeeft of the same ; or shall in any manner relate to or 
afiect the payment* recovery^ or eig<^ment of any of the accustomed dues or 
rights hereinbefore mentioned ; or shaU in any manner rdate to the gEsntuig^ 
imposing, or recovering any other dues, or stipends, or emoluments whaterer, 
to be paid to or for the use of any minister, priest, eccteBiawtic, or teachei; 
aocoiding to any religious form or mode of worship, in respect of his said 
flAce or function ; or shall in any .manner relate to or afiect the establishment 
or discipline of the church of England, amongst the ministers and memben 
thereof within the said provinces ; or shall in any manner reUte to or affect 
the King's prerogative touching the granting the waste lands of the Crofnp 
within the said provinces; every such Act or Acts shall, previous to any 
declaration or signification of the King's assent thereto, be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament in Great Britain ; and ^t it shall not be lawful f(9 
His Mj^esty, his heirs or successor^^ to signify his or their assent to any^uph 
Act or Acts, until thirty days after the same shall have been hud before die 
said Houses, or to assent to any such Act or Acts,, in case either House of 
Parliament shall, within the said thirty days, address His Miiiesty, his heiis 
or successors, to withhold his or their assent from such Act or Acts; 
and that no such Act shall be valid or efifectual to any of the said pazposes, 
within either of the said province^ unless the Legislative Council aiid 
Assembly of such province shall, in the session in which the same ^mU have 
been passed by them, have presented to the Governor, laeutensnt-GoveraQi^ 
or person administering the government of such province, an ^i^drys^t or 
addresses, specifying that such Act contains provisions for some of the 
said purposes hereinbefore spe<Hally described, and desiring that^ in order 
to give effect to the same, such Act should be transmitted to RyigHyi^^ without 
delay, for the purpose of being laid before Parliament previous to the «igni- 
fication of His Mi^ty's assent thereto. 

43. And be it further enacted by the authority afovesaid, that aU lands 
.which ihall be hereafter granted within the said piovince of Upper Canada 
•shall be granted in free and common aoccage, in like manner as lands ase 

now helden in free and common soccage, in that part of Great BritiaA caUsd 
.England; and that in every case where lands shall be hereafter granted 
within the said province of Lower Canada, and where the grantee thereof 
shall desire the same to be granted in free .and common soecage^ t^e same 
shall be so granted; but subject nevertheless to such alterationa, with reqie^t 
to the nature and consequences of such tenure of free and common soco^ 
aa may be established by any law or laws which may be made, by His Mijea^, 
Ms heirs or successors, by and with the advice and consent of ith* TiTfitkil^r* 
Council and Assembly of the province. 

44. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if ai^ pMMB 
or persons holding any lands in the said province of Uj^^ Canada*.^ fidue 
of any certificate of occupation derived under die auttwrity cf ^e^kyfcvoar 
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uid Council of the province of Quebec, mad htiviag pewir UkA aaihtin^ to 
alienate &e same, shall at any time, from aad after the oommenccmeBt of 
this Act, surrender the same into the hands of His Mtjesty, his heirs or 
snceessors, by petition to the Oovemor or liieutenant^Governeir, or pcrMM 
administering the government of the said province, setting ftith that hc^ 
she, or they, is or are desirous of holding the same in free and common 
soccage, such Governor or Lieutenant^ovemor, or person administeriag 
Ae government, shall thereupon cause a fresh grant to be made to such 
person or persons of such lands, to be holden in free and common socoage* 

45. Provided neverthdess, and be it fur&er enacted by die anthofily 
afbresaid, that such surrender and grant shall not avoid or bat any rigtat 
or title to any such lands so surrendered, or any interest in the same, to 
which any person or persons, other than the person or persons surrendering 
the same, shall have been entitled, either in possession, remainder, or re- 
version, or otherwise, at the time of such surrender; but that every sooh 
surrender and grant shall be made subject to every such right, title, and 
interest, and that every such right, title, or mterest shall be as valid and 
effectual as if such surrender and grant had never been made. 

46. And whereas by an Act passed in the eighteenth year of die reign of 
H!s present Majesty, intituled, an Act for removing all doubts and appre> 
hensions concerning taction by the Parliament of Great Britian, in any of 
the colonies, provinces, and plantations in North America, and the West 
Indies ; and for repealing so much of an Act, made in the seventh year of 
the reign of His present Miyesty, as imposes a duty on tea imported from 
Great Britain into any colony or planti^on in America, or relates thereto, 
It has been declared, <* that the King and Parliament of Great Britian wiU 
not impose any duty, tax, or assessment whatever, payable in any of Hb 
Mi^esty's colonies, provinces, and plantations in North America or the 
West Indies, except only such duties as it may be expedient to impose far 
the regulation of commerce, the nett produce of such duties to be always paid 
and applied to and for the use of the colony, province, or plantation in whidi 
the same shall be respectively levied, in such manner as other duties col- 
lected by the authority of the respective general courts or general assemblies 
of such colonies, provinces, or plantations, are ordinarily paid and applied:" 
and whereas it is necessary, for the general benefit of the British Empire, 
that such power of regulation of commerce should continue to be exerdsed 
by His Majesty, his heirs or successors, and the Parliament of Great Britian, 
subject nevertheless to the condition hereinbefore redted, with respect to tile 
application of any duties whidi may be imposed ibr tiiat purpose: be It 
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in titis Act con- 
trined shall extend, or.be construed to extend, to prevent or affect the 
exoeotion of any law which hath been or shall at any time be made by His 
Migesty, his heirs or successors, and the Parliament of Great Britain, ^r 
4ttahli^ilng regulationa «r prohibitions, or for imposing, levymg, or col- 
'leoting dnties for the regtdation of navigation, or for the regulation of the 
'twumace to he carried on between the said two provinces, or between either 
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of the said {Mnovinccf and any other part of His Majesty's domiiii<ms, or 
IseUmen cither of the said provinces and any foreign country or state, or 
for appointing and directing the payment of drawbacks of such duties so 
iaiposed, or to give to His Miyesty, his heirs or successors, any power or 
iHitherity, by and with the advice and consent of such Legishitive Councils 
and Assemhlics respectively, to vary or repeal any such law or laws, or 
any part thereof or in any nuuiner to prevent or obstzuct the execution 
thereof 

47. Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforeaaid, ^at 
tiie nett produce <^ all duties which jAiall be so imposed shaQ at all times 
hereafter be applied to and for the use of each of the said provinces res- 
pectively, and in such manner only as shall be directed by uy law or laws 
which may be made by His Majestyy his heirs or successors, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and AasenUily of such 
province. 

48. And whereas, by reason of the distance of the said provinces from this 
country, and of the change to be made by this Act in the government thereof 
it may be necessary that there should be some interval of time between the 
notification of this Act to the said provinces respectively, and the day of its 
-commencementwithin the said provinces respectively : be it therefore enacted 
by the autiiority aforesaid, that it shall and may be Jawful for His Majesty, 
with the advice of his Privy Council, to fix and declare, or to authorize the 
Governor or lieutenant-Govemor of the province of Quebec, or the person 
admmistering the government tiiere, to fix and dedare the day of the com- 
,mencement of tiiis Act within the said provinces tespectivdy, provided that 
such day shall not be later than the thirty-first day of Decemher, in the yetst 
of our Jjord, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

49. And be it fiirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the time to 
be fixed by His Migesty, his hdrs or successors, or und» his or their au- 
thority, by the Governor, Lieutenant-Govemcar, or parson administering the 
government in each of the said provinces respectively^ f<ar isanidQg the wnta of 
summons and election, and calling together the liCgiriatiVe Councils and 
Assemblies of each of th^ said provinces respectively, shall not be later diati 
the thirty-first day of I>ecember, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two. 

50. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afiiresaad, 
that during sudi interval as may happen between the commencement of this 
Act, within the said provinces respectively, and the first meeting of the 
Legislative Council and Assembly of each of the said proviaces respectivefy, 
it shall and may be lawful ibr the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor of eudi 
province, or for the person administering the government therein, with the 
consent of th^m^jor part of such Executive Council as shall be sppnimlnf by 
His Migesty £)r the sfisirs of su^ province, to make tempomry lam sad 
ordinances for the gtnid government^ psttee, and wsUure of suoh {vomst^ in 
the same manner, and under the same restrictions, as such kws or ctdsumofls 
might have been made by the Council ibr the affiurs of the province sf 
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Quebee, constituted 1^ virtue of the abote-mentidned Act oi the fourteenth 
year of Ae reign of his present M^estyi and that such temporary laws or' 
ordinances shall be valid and binding within suoh province, Until the exgi^ 
ration of six months after the Legislative Council and Assen^ly of sudh pro- 
vince shall have been first assembled by vittne of and imder the ailthenty «f 
this Act ; subject nevertheless to be sooner repealed or Hitied by any law or 
laws which may be made by His M^esty, his heirs or successors^ by anil 
with the advice and consent of the said LegislatSvt GooncO and Amembly. 


No. VIII. 
J tons les Ekcteurs du Bcts-Ccmadcu 

Mes Compatriotes, 

Les efforts que vous avez faits k la demidre Election n*ont pas 6t6 inutiles. 
I^aChambre d'Assenibl^e a eu plus de force qu'elle n'en avait jamais eu. Le 
paiement de la liste civile y a 6t6 propose avec succds. Mais Teffect en a £t6 
terrible ; car le Parlement a ktk cass^*, et vous allez voir des efibrts incroyabtes 
i la prochaine dection pour faire abandonner les repr^sentanis en qui vous 
aviez confiance. Tout va 6tre mis en oeuvre ; toutes les gasfettes, jusqu*^ 
celle de Quebec, sont employees ; et on en a encore mis line nouvelle sur pied 
en Fran^ais. Tons les gens en place et tous ceux qui veulent en avoir 8(Mit 
en mouyement Le coup a £t£ terrible pour euz ; ils Tont senti jusques dans 
lamoelle des bs; mais quelque chose qu'ils fasseht, quelque chose que votts 
voyez, tenez ferme et soutenez vos reprteentants. 

On croit le moment favorable. On espdre nous 6pouvanter par la liste 
civOe, et que la promptitude avec laquelle vont se ihire les £lefetions, ne vous 
laissera pas le temps de la reflexion. 

Vous n'avez point de temps k perdre ; allez vous informer au plus vite k 
ceux en qui vous avez confiance, et fidtes vous expliquer Taffidre. 

On va vous prScher le management de vdtre bourse ; on va crier aux tdxes. 
Remarquez bien qui sont ceux qui pr^chent et qui crient ainsi ; si ce sont deux 
qui ont coutume de parler de m6nagement et de crier codtr^ les taxes. 

Ges personnes ne se sont pas rteri^es de voir augmenter les d^ensM civiles 
tous les ans ; elles ne se sont pas rteri6es lorsqu*on a propose de mettre des 
taxes sur les terres, il y a quelques ann§es. Elles se sont toi^fours gard^es 
jusqu'ici de vous parler de ces choses ; elles jetaient les hauts oris ees der- 
nidres ann^es, lorsqu'on publia un compte pour vous donner connaissance 
des d^enses de la province. 

* It willutoniali-tlie Bnglidi fwder wlien he reflecti, that the geoennit oAr of the 
Hoase of AiMmMy, of imjilBC the otvil ezpondUnra of the ooaiitrj, wm considered then 
newrlj equal to high treason, and prodneed an immediate disaolation of Parliament. He 
will, however, easiljr discover the cause, on reading the present address. 


Cioyez que ce n*est pas le d^r de m^nagc^r yotre bourse qui les agite si 
toirtf mais que c'est Men plutdt le d^sir d'en avoir le management eux-m^mes, 
et d'ttre les maftres d'augmenter la d^pense tant qu'ils voudront 

En 1795, la premidre fois que les comptes ont 6te envoyte & la Chambre, la 
d^nsedela protinse ne nootait qufft iS. 19^000; en 1800, eUe montait'jt 
£.32,000 ; et en 1807, qui estia derni^re ann^e dont on ait les comptes pub* 
lies, elle montait k £.43,000. 

lis vous diront : Que vous importe que la d^pense augmente, ce n'est pas 
Yous qui la payez toute. 

II est vrai qu'il y a une petite partie que nous ne payons pas, et qu'on se 
garde bien de nous £ure payer, afin de pouToir dire que nous n'arons jpas le 
droit de se meler de la depense. . 

Mais quand la depense sera une fois augments autant qu'il aura plu anx 
gens en plaoe, il faudrm que quelqu'un soit charge de la payer. Qu'est-ce qui 
doit en dtre cbarg^ A la fin ? La mdre patrie n'a point 6tabU de food pavtr la 
payer ; on tire ce qu'dle en paye actueHement de la caisse militaxre : ceia 
peurra eontinuer tant qu'il ne s'agira que ^de bagatelles; mais qoand les 
sommes seront devennes considdnbles, on nous dira : II est raisonnaUe quHme 
province florissante comme celle-ci paye sea propres d^penses ,• la m^e patrfe 
est asses charg^e de finds de guexres qu'elle a eu d. soutenir pour la protection 
eTempire; et cela sera raiaonnable. 

II sera tenqf» alors, disent ks gens en place, de r^gler la depense, et on aoiR 
le meme dr^lt qu'& present Mais quand la depense sera trois ou quatie fois 
plus grande, il y aura txois ou quatre fois autant de gens en plaoe, qui auront 
trois ou quatre fois autant d'infiuence et de puissance, et qui crieront trois ou 
quatre fois autant; et si actueUement on a d£j& tant de peine i s'en d^endre, 
oeomient pourra-t-on le £Eure alon ? Faut-il attendre qu'ils se soient entiire- 
ment empar6 de la place, et qu'il soit impossible de r^sister. 

lis vont vous exag6rer les sommes qu'il fiuidra payer, afin de vous 6pouvan- 
ter ; les uns disent, il £Biut augmenter de £.25,000, d'autres de £.40,000. On 
disait avant>hier au greffe que c'Hait £25,000 ; aigourd'hui on dit que c'est 
£.40,000. S'il fidlait se t€gler sur leur app^tit, la somme serait effectivement 
considerable; mais ce n*est pas Ut-dessns que la Chambre d'AssembUe se 
ttfjieOLf k moins que le nombro de gens en place qui y seront, ne I'^nporte. 

La somme k payer, suivant les demiers comptes qui ont 6ti publics, serait 
de £.14,000. De ees £.16,000, £.11,000 seraient payte par I'Acte des Pri- 
sons, en le continuant ; et il ne resterait que 5,000 louis. Un couple de che- 
lins sur le vin de Madteeet le via de Porto, et quelques sous sur le Sucre 
blanc, produiraient £.8,000, ce qui seraient une somme plus que sufl&Mnte, 

Tbe remainder of it, being directed against individuals, is suppressed. 
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No. IX. 

Ewtract of the Bitt, as amended by the CommiUee^Jbr 
uniting the Legislatures of the Provinces of Lower and 
Upper Candida. Ordered by the House of Commons ^ to 
be printed^ the Sist of July^ 1822. 

I. The preamUe is, that in die present sitnatiioa of the ^^wiriiiees of Lower 
find Upper Canada, a joint Legislature .for both the said pitmnoes ^9iwM be 
more likely to promote their general security and pvospeiky, than a separate 
sLegislature for each of the said provinces, as at present by la» establirtied. . 

8. That so nmch of Slst Oea IIL, o. 31, as provides a Legiriature for 
«Beh of the provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, be repealed. 

3. Provided also, that the Act 14fth Geo. IIL, intituled, " an Aet for making 
more eflhotual Provision for the Government of the Provinoe of Quebec, in 
North America^" should remsin T^ealed. 

4, and 5. That from and sStist the passing of tiiis Act, there shall be one 
joint Legislative Council, and one joint Assendbly for bodi provinces, and 
:wluch shall be called " the Legislative Coondl and Assembly of 'the 
Csnadas." 

6. That the present members of the Legislative Councils of Lower and 
Up^per Canada shall constitute together &e Legislative Council of the 
Ganadas, and that other penons may be summoned. 

7. That such persons only shall be summoned as directed by the Act 
Slst Geo. IIL 

8» That the Governor shall have the power to appoint and remove the 
Speaker of the Legislative CoundL 

9. That the joint Assembly shall consist of the present members of both, 
and shall continue until the Ist of July, 1626, unless sooner dissolved. 

10. That the Act of Upper Canada, 60th Geo. III., intituled, '' An Act for 
increasing the Representation of the Commons of this. Province in thejloose 
of Assembly," shall continue in force. 

II. That the Governor of Lower Canada may erect new counties out of the 
townriiips to be represented in the AcsemUy. 

,12. That no Act shall alter the number of representatives to be passed, 
unless by two-diirds of both Houses. 

13. That the provisions of 3l8t Geo. III., respecting elections, to remain in 
force, except as the same are hereby in anywise altered, until otherwise pro- 
vided for by the joint Legislatmre. 

14. That the Governor, so often as it may be necessary, nlay summon a new 
Assembly. 

15. That he shall issue writs for the election of members as directed by the 
Act Slst Geo. in. 


16. That in future no person shall he capable of being elected who shall 
not possess real property to die value of £.500 sterling, and take his oath to 
that effect 

17. That persons swearing falsely shall be guilty of peijury. 

IS. That the tri^ of contestad eleoeiDiiB sdiall be aocordiBg to the mdde of 
pcoceeding now established by law in that province in which the disputed 
election or return shall have been made ; and that at any time he shall deem 
it expedient, the Oovemor may summon two members of the Executive 
Council of each province to the Assembly. 

19. That the joint L^^slature shall be summoned, not later than the Ist 
of September, 1824, and once every twdve rabnths afterwards. 

20. That every future Assmbly diaD continue five years. That the migo- 
rity of votes shall decide, and that the Speakers of the Council and Assembly 
shall have a casting voice. 

21. That no member, either of the Leg^islative Council or Assembly, shall 
be permitted to sit until he shall have taken the oath prescribed by the Act 
dist Oeo. III. 

22. That the rojvl assent shall be declared or withheld, as prescribed by 
the Act 31st Geo. III. -,. and that all laws now in force shall continue, except 
as hereby repealed or altered. 

23. That the privileges of membeihs shall eontinud. 

24. That from and after the passing of this Act, all written proceedings, of 
what nature soever, of the said L^slative Council and Assembly, or either of 
them, shall be in the English language and none dthet ; and that, at the end 
«f the space is( fifteen yean frmn and aftet the passing of this Act, all debates 
in the said Legislative Council, or in the Assembly, shaD be carried on in the 
English language and none other*. 

25. That persons professing the religion of the church of Rome iliall not 
be aife<Aed* 

26. That certain provisions of the Act 31st Geo. III. shall extend to Acts 
to be passed by the joint Legislature. 

27. That all accounts, returns, papers, &c* ^c, shall be laid befinre the 
Legislature, and that salaries of officers of the Legislature shifl conlintte tiU 
otiierwise provided fi^r. 


* I bave alMtained from making any obserrationt on any of the preceding daues; b«t 
my read«n, no doubt, will eatOy pereeife tim iatemted moll?ei of the framen of tMi 
union, ei;pectlag by it to have annihilated for ever the iainMice of the Fmeh Ganadiaas. 
The preaent claue, hoirever, appears to me so impolitic, that 1 cannot help placing before 
them the following questions :— What good can Baglaad derire hn abolishihg the HwMh 
liugwtfe in Canada ? What possible political adTatetages ean she espetft ftmn onr bdng 
more aMimilated to our ndghbours (the Americaot) \t^ lanfttage, ^acactcr, and habits ? 
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No. X. 

This Composition^ whkh appeared in the Quebec Gazette 
on New Year*s Datfy 18S9, wiU amet in giving a 
tolerable idea of the present fuUnga and Character of the 
Canadians. 

Sol CaiuuUen ! terre chirie 1 
Par des biaves tu fiis peupU ; 
Ik cherdudent ioin de leur patiie 
Une terre de liberty. 
Nos pdresy sortis de la Fiance, 
Etaient I'^lite des g^rriers ; 
£t leurs enffuits de leur vaillance 
N'ont jamais fl6tri leg lauriers. 

Qu'elles aont belles, nos c«npagnes ; 
En Canada qu'on tnt content I 
Salut, 6 sublimes montagnes, 
Bords du superbe Saint Lauren ! 
Habitant de cette contr^e. 
Que nature veut embelCr, 
Tu peux marcher tSte lev^e. 
Ton pays doit t'onorgueillir. , 

Respecte la main protectrice 
D' Albion, ton digne sontien; 
Mais fait 6chouer la malice 
D'ennemis noorris dans ton sein. 
^e fl^chis jamids dans Porage ; 
Tu n'as pour maltre que tes lois ; 
Tu n'est pas fait pour resclaTage : 
Albion veille sur tes droits. 

^ Si i'^Uon la main ch^rie 

Cesse un jour de te prot^ger, 
Soutiens-toi seulef d ma patrie I 
M^rise un Secours toan^r. 
Nos pdres, sortis de la Fnaoe, 
Etaient Polite des guerriers; 
£t leurs •n£wts de leur vaiOsnce 
Ne fl6tiront pas Its lauriers. 


SM 
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No. XL 


Statement of the different Establuihtnents Jbr Educaiion in 
Lower Canada^ taken from the Returns made to the 
Commiftee of the House of Assemhlyy on Education^ 

' during the Session g^ 1828-9. 


DeseriptioB of the Ettablishments. 

In TH6 Cities of. Quebec and Mont- 
real, AND District of Three 

RiTERS. 

Sjchools established in virtue of the 4Ut^ 
Geo. III., cap. 17, commonly called > 
Schools of the Royal Institution - J 
Colleges ---------- 

CoQYents -.-------• 

Gratuitous Schools ------- 

Schools of all other descriptieQa, eoar\ 
taining 20 Scholars and above - - / 

' ■ under 20 Scholars - - - - 

Total - - - 


Country Parts. 

Schools of the Royal Institution, in-\ 
chiding Guq>6 -----•/ 

Colleges --------- 

Convents (Missions of the Seeurs de la 
CongrigatUm) ------ 

Sstablisl]^ m virtue of 4<th Geo* IV., 
cap. 41, and 7tii Geo. IV., cap. 20 


} 
} 

Schools of all other descriptioQjs, con- \ 
taining 20 Scholars and above - - i 

■ under 20 Scholars - - - - 


Total in the Country parts 
Ditto in Cities and Towns 

Grand Total - 


Kumber of places where no ISehools are\ 
established ---.-.-/ 

Ditto Ditto from whence no Returns) 
were received ------/ 

\ . „_ . ^^ 


•5- 


I 


2 

11 

42 

8 


72 


70 

14 
10 

94 
61 


253 
72 


325 


29 
34 


3 M 

•g'S 


450 

484 

9^8 

1,214 

1,764 

109 


4,909 


1,848 
257 
672 

426 

2,702 
865 


6,770 
4,909 


11,679 


111 


£,» t» dt 

2 10 

1 7 6 

10 € 


2 

3 
15 







15 


1 10 





■ *■■* mmm^ii i 


36 
19 


40 


90 
19 

8 

9 

10 




No retium was received from Oatp^, except for the scbooli of die Royal 
Institution. 

These establishments are mainly supported as follows: — 

TlMfiehoc^ of the Boyal Institution,- by im anmnd |;rttit firom the Legndatore 
<i^il|ixHit £.l»9Q0f on an avenge, sinon<^ia:k8. 

Tbe^ coUjEigfs in the tovms, by the grevenues of the landed property ap^- 
taioing to each of those establishments^ and by the amount of the boarding 
and tuition of scholars. 

The colleges in the country have all been founded by gentlemen of the 
dergy, and axe mainly supported by them. The amount of boarding and 
tuition forms the remainder of their income. 

Convents, by the revenues of landed property granted to them, and by the 
amount of boarding and tuition. 

Gratuitous schools have all been established by voluntary subscription; 
seven of them receive, this year, aid from the Legislature. 

Schools established in virtue of 4th Geo. IV., cap. 41, by one-fourth of the 
revenues of thefahriqites, in virtue of the said Act; most of them by a fturther 
aid from the curates ; the remainder by the price of tuition. 

OT the schools of ottor deaeripdons,. a large proportion of those in the 
covatry parts* and not at few in the towns, were established by the clergy ; 
were, and are still, mainly supported by them, the price of tuition heing in- 
sufficient for the supfort of the masters^-*CMtf Quebec OaaSeHe. 


No. XII. 

Extract from the First Report tf the Commitiee of tite 
House of Assembly respecting the Settlement of Crofwn 
Lands ; printed on the \9ih of Fehrti^ry^ 1821. 

The Honourable James Cuthbert appeared before your Committee, and 
answered as follows to the questions put to him : — 

Q. Have you had any, and what means, of becoming acquainted with the 
nature and advantages of seigniorial tenure in this country, compared with 
the tenure of free and common soccage ? 

A, Being proprietor of the seigniory of Berthier, in the district of Montreal, 
and having resided upon it for twenty-four years, I have had occasion to 
bestow much consideration upon this subject, and acquire much experience 
respecting it. 

Q. What, in your' estimation, are the relative advantages or disadvantages 
of tiiese two modes of tenure ? 

A, I hold a very great difference between the two mbdes of grantii^ land. 
Thfit under the feudal system, as it is, in my opinion, not accurately cidled, 
oiers «n easy, expeditious, certain, and economical mode of obtaining lands, 
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itt ^e Maimer BMit'OOi^gtiaa^ tD the vntam, hMta^ wmtM, «kl au^ of the 
nmeteeii'twentieths of the population of this province, and carries mitonaiuffe 
and consequences the only TeasiBafaie hope of a. h»^ and hiatuig eoiawotion 
mAtf and auhnuMioa to the Bodwr oounlrjL Wheicaa the grants in five and 
common soecage, aftar samountrag att dH Bc nIties and esgpeoae of pgooa ri ng 
them^ break in upon the habits, o B Bto m a, maantrs, andpyefndieesoldveCaBadian 
gnmtees ; the condttBons of those grantsnot only depriy» them of the ariSitary 
resources they possess under the system en fief, but als^ hind them to the eb- 
MgatSDU of emptying, in the fisst instanee, at »4isie they are toUdly inconpe- 
tent, an immense vnprodustive labour, whioh, if iq[yplied«e a land enfief^'woxM 
alone enable them to subsist their fiymlies, &c. &c 

Q. What are the canies iMrfaii^pnivent the Canadian0 to settle upon lands 
in free and common soocage ? 

J. Grants in free and comnnn. soocage strike' tha great body ef tile people 
as a dereliction of all they hold dear; they view the eystetn, and perhaps not 
without reason, as tending to subvert ttaor ihsiitaktons, civil and reiigiouB, by 
a dow bat unerring pregresa; then the diffieuky of obtaimng the gfant, ibe 
distance from their friends, llwir removal from the oidinaiysiqyport and aasirt- 
ance they were aocustOBed to ; and, above aM, the hnmenae tax of labour tiiey 
ineur, notoniy finr their orwn lot, bat also fi>r the oleigy and^rown nesftves, which 
are to be raised in value by liie sweat of their brow ; these, and many other 
objections, deter His Mt^esty^i Canadian sul^ecta frtmi settUng en free and com- 
mon soccage grants. It has been said that American and European emigrants 
have a total aversion to settle upon ksade en fief, &c. &c. ; ^s is substantially 
and practically contradicted in the seigniories of Dautrtu, Lanorai, Ramesay, 
d' Aillebout, and Terrebonne, under my own personal knowledge, and in many 
other seignittries throughout the- province. It is prinidpally on account of 
the language, not of the tenure, that any difficulty has arisen. 

"Willi regard to setding the waste londeof the G^fewn en fief, it is within my 
conviction that, were I in posseason of ungranted coltrraldeland, I could con- 
cede some hundred forms en roture, in the short space of twelve months, &e. &c. 

The Honourable Roderick M'Kenzie, seignior of Terrebonne, appeared 
before your Committee. 

Q. Are there any, and what causes which, in your estimation, have retarded 
and continue to retard the settlement oi tiie land in the old manors or lord- 
ships of this country ? 

ji. No augmentations to seigniories having been made since 1769, and of 
course not expected to be made hereafter, may be a principal caose for the 
delays observed in the settlement of some seigniorial lands. Proprietors 
expecting no increase as formerly, wait favourable opportunities to make the 
most of what they have. • 

Q. Is there any emigradon from the said seigniory ^and if so, is the sanie 
annual and regular, and whither is the same directed ? 

A, No emigration from the seigniory of Terrebonne. 

Q. Bo any of the inhabitants emigrate to the townships, granted in free and 
common soccage ; and if not, to what causes de you attribute this circumstanoa? 
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A, The inhiMtanti of ^meamtay prefer ieigiiMWil gMmte to mf «dKr. 
I coBoeiye tiiatgynlfi to be the bett^ nnoe the people whir live mder it never 
einnpkia, and Memthe happiest ih the woiid. If »8eCllery vilo can be leoom- 
mended, apply to a setgnior for a gnuit, he iniiaiilij beeomes a pzoprietor at 
the trifling expenae of five o«aix doMara to the atfrey or <» notary, fot deeda of 
anrvey and eonceeaion. The cttuUakmtikk the aeignicrieaof Tenebenne^ pay 
annnally at the rate of half a budi^ of vdieat and twenty pence Inr every 
twenty acvea. Some indeed pay leaa, but no one pays more. Aa wheat aella 
at present^ Ihia rent may amoont to about two pence faalQ[»enny per aore« frc. frc. 
The Jftev. Mr; Demera, Supevior of the Seminary of Quebec, anawered aa 
fiallowa: — 

Q. Are the two modea of gnmting laoda in thia provinee, that ia to aay, 
that under the feudal syttem and that in free |and oonunon aoceage, equally 
benefleial i and mil you pleaae to oommuaioate to the Committee tiie reaaons 
which induce you to give a pveferenee to either? 

^. I am flilly perauaded the fendal ayatem, confined within proper limits 
with regard to seigniorial and permanent rents, ia the moat advantageous 
mode of inducing His Majesty's Canadian subjects to become pioprietcMrs of 
the lands ihey dear, without .being compelled to purchase them. These new 
pFoprietera are indeed ehaiged with a permanent rent, but if the original 
grantees of the Crown enter fully into the spirit of the feudal system, all 
tJi^y can impose is very moderate seigniorial and permanent rents, and such 
aa the new grantees will always be able easily to pay. If the Government 
adopted the feudal system in granting the Crown lands, their grants might 
regulate the rates of seigniorial rents for every square acre of ground. In 
thia way, the rent in all these new concessiona would be uniform, and nothing 
would remain discretionary. As to the proprietors of these new fie£s, the lods 
et vente8*f and other feudal dues, would afiford them a compensation for the 
lowness of their rent, and even for the expenses they might in<Jur the more 
apeedily to bring their land into cultivation. 

If the lands are conceded in free and common soccage, it wiU be quite 
otherwise. It may be presumed, that the greater part o£ these lands would 
shortly become the property of a few rich individuals, who would not Mi. to 
retain the best lote, in order to bring diem into cultivation themselves^ and 
who would then sell or lease them to Ae rest. How Aen shall the young Cana- 
dian formers, whose only wealth is that love of labour of which the habit was 
formed under the paternal roof, settle upon those lands 7 Finding it impossi- 
ble to acquire land sufficient for their future decent support, they will be 
~ oompelled to take some of those lands on lease, or bail emphytioHque, But in 
that mode of settling, it is easily seen Aat they will not experience equal 
advantages aa if the landa were granted them in the feudal nuumer. To be 
oonvinced of thia, it suffices to know on what conditions the lots reserved in 
the several townships for the Crown and for support of the Protestant clergy 
are leaaed ; every lot is of 200- acres, or 28£| ai^ents, or thereabouts, French 
maaauve. So early aa 1812, three hundred and sixty-three of these lote were 

* MatatfOD fine paid to tbe iHsnlor. 


leased Cor tw.enty-one yean, on the following tenn8,.thftt is t» %&f, *< for'^^ 
first seven years, twenty-five shilKngfl^ or eight bushels of wheat, per aimmit 
the second seven years, fifty shilliags, or sixteen bushels of wbttt ; and for ^ 
remainder of the period, seventy-five shUlings, or twenty-four bushels of wheal;, 
per lot I the lessors having the cation of reqnaing payment to be made in either 
of the modes stipulated." — Topogrgphieai DetcripHm qf iht Pntrimn if Lower 
CanadOf p. 14 . 

* On an average, every lot of 235^: arpents is chacged with an animal rent of 
fifty shillings, or sixteen bushels of wheat, at the option jof the lessor. Estt* 
mating the bushel of wheat at four shillings only, these $96^ arpents w0l there- 
fore be charged on an average with a yearly rent of sixty*four shillings. This 
rent is certainly higher than it ought to be, if an equal lot of ground were, 
granted in feudal tenure. Let us suppose this rent to be precisely the same,> 
and that two young Canadian farmers each take one of those lots of Umd; 
that one of them take his on lease, the other undw a feudal grant: at the 
close of the twenty-one years, will the situation of both these formers be alike ? 
One of them will have become the actual proprietor of the land he haadeatedt 
while the other, with equal care, anxiety, and toil, unattended by any superior 
advantage during the twenly-one years, will only retain the uncheering recol- 
lection of having, under the sweat of his brow, cleared a land not belonging to 
himsel£ 

But it will be said, will not the hds etventet due to the seignior on every 
mutation prevent the young farmer from taking lands by feudal grant 7 By no 
means ; because the young ,fo.Tmer well knows he will have no iods et ventet to 
pay while he remains in possession of his lands, and that such of his descendants 
as hold it after him will be equally exempt as long as they acqmre by descent 
Though the due of lodt et ventes may appear oneroua to the purchaser, I am 
not the less persuaded that this due haa an excellent efiect on domestio 
society ; for it is generally a powerful motive for retaining heieditavy lands. 
This is not one of those vague assertions which wc^ ittconsidarateiy basarde^ 
but a matter of fact, readily confirmed by numerous instances afforded by 
such parts of our country as have been longest settled, such as the Cote de 
Beaupri, It is no rare thing to find in that place fomilies who, at this day, 
possess the same lands which were granted to their ancestors almoet innne- 
diately after the earliest settlements effected in this country* Such .are the 
reasons which induce me to think the feudal system m«re h^keikaal, relatively 
to the cultivation of the ungranted. lands of the Crown, than the mode 
hitherto followed in granting the lands. 

Q. What are the causes which have prevented His M^eaty's OanadiMi 
subjects firom settling on the lands in free and common aoemge ? . . 

A, One of the principal causes is the want of pecuniary mr|no,of pmnrhii ' 
ing lands, and afterwards clearing th^m. I 4o not think, then i|i nam.t» be 
procured in the townships a tract, adequate to the iuppoKt of a fomUy, far. 
less than £.100. Very few young Canadian formers have ma^ a ewm and 
those who have, will ever prefer purchasing land already in part cnitifv«ted, 
or applying their money to the clearing of lands takea under a feudal grant. 


A^PENBIX. 65T 

.«09tiiig tiiMD ttOcHiif; As to' those who hate no pecuniary means, or 
scsma^ vaff llief wiU never be reconciled to taking on lease, or bail emphy- 
^tM^ue, a tract of wood land, remote from the place of their nativity, nor 
will they mnof rtm^y take tudi kud on retde eonstituie, from apprehension of 
Hhii^te inahilky to pay that rent, and thereby becoming liable to ejection 
from Iftndt wfaidk they have in part cleared ; unless they can settle in some 
•tfaer way, tbey will prefer remaining labourers all their lives. I think I 
know the ii^bitants of the country parts sufficiently to feel assured that, in 
ttevpimon, I am under no error. 

To tins cause, whkh is inherent in the system itself, which has been 
iavaiiably pursued in granting the Crown lands since 1795, others may be 
a^bded: as the want of ready means of intercourse between the settlements in 
tho to?niahips' and the Canadian settlements ; ignorance of the language of 
those among whom the young farmers of our parts wouM be placed ; and, 
above all, the remoteness of religious aid. This alone, I am persuaded, would 
have prevented the sounder portion of our Canadian youth from availing 
thesmaelves of the advantages which new settlements might ofier in all other 
req>ects ; nor would the substantial formers of our country, sincerely attached 
as th^ are to their rdigieus pnnciples, ever consent to i^e departure of 
tlieir children, to setde in places whore they might suspect their £udi or 
salvation to be in danger. 

It is eai^» with a little attention, to see that these various causes would 
cease almost instantaneously, if our young formers had the same facility of 
settling on the Crown lands as on die unconceded lands in the old seigniories ; 
beoflMse they nnght, hy agveemeBt among themsdves, depart in sufficient 
numbers, and take lands at die same place, indulging a most reasonable hope 
that other young formers wooldsot foil shorfSy to join them, &c. &c. 

J. T. Tackereau, esq., a Member of die House of Assembly, appeared 
before your Gomaoitteet*^ 

Q, What causes do yon' diink have prevented the settling of lands in 
your port of the coonlry ? 

Am The causes winch have prevented the settling of lands beyond the 
seigniories of La Nonvelle Beauce, are a want of roads ; a want of grants by 
the Crown in the ongranted townships, and in those which are conceded a 
want of roads ; the lots for the Crown and those for the clergy, and also the 
very oonsidenKble expenses whicb the grantees aire obliged to incur for opening 
roa4i,. expenses of survey and other expenses, with respect to which they axe 
unable to obtain reimbursement of a pordon of die interest, whereby diey are 
putmder die neoetdty of selling dieir lands at a very high price, and the 
interest of the contlderadon fbr die^ sale is equivalent to a rente which the 
formar co«klii0tpfty; which would not be die case, if,, in conceding those 
land* at a moderate annua! rent, the grantees of the Crown could hope here- 
after to be indemnified in some other way. 

]k€r« DumoBt, oAe of the Members of the House of Assembly, appeared 
before your Committee, and stated as follows : — 

It is impossible that lands, as they are now granted, can suit the nadve 

s 
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French Canac&uis, lor they camtot ever succeed in opening attd cnllivathig 
their lands. For instance, a Canadian who b a proprietor of a lot in a, gmu 
township settles there; he mdtee a dearing; he wasts a cleared interval 
ia dieeuvert; he wants fences of sepaxataoii; be wante water-oomaes acnss 
several lots heknging to GoveraBient, the Protestant deigy, or rich pro- 
prietors : is there a moral possibility of his proeming what is required of 
ne^bouriiood? This id ene of the chief obstacles to the settling of the 
townships. 

Mr. Philemon Wright, of the township of Hull» in the province of Lower 
Canada, appeared before your Committee, and gave the following infonna- 

tlon^— 

I have resided in this country twenty-three years; previous to nsidi^g 
in lihis country, I resided in the province of MassadmssetB ; I was induced to 
come to this country by the proclamation of Genend Ckoke^ whick hdii Smdk 
the prospect of obtaining lands, to persons desirous of investing ciqpital in 
land, and under their form of government. 

Q, Did you obtain a grant of any, and what waste lands of the Crown, 
and at what time f 

A. I was leader for a quarter of a tovmship i ten of us ebtakied a patent 
for twelve hundred acres each. I surveyed the whole of Uie township' nf 
Hull, wherein the lands were situated, being a township of 82^29 aeres. I 
got the Order in Council, on the 22nd of March, 1800; the patent was issued 
in 1806. 

Q. At what expense was the survey made ? 

A. I cannot speak te the exact amount of the expense; it could net be 
less than £.700. 

Q. What portion of the land given to your associates remained in dieir 
hands? 

A, The agreement between me and my asiodates was, that I should pay 
out of my own pocket all the expenses of survey, of patent f^ and travelling 
expenses, in conrideration whereof they were to assign to me 1,<M)0 acres 
each out of the 1,200 assigned to them, which was accordingly done. 

Q. In what state have been, and are now, the roads and highways in Ae 
township of HuU; how and in what manner have they been made, kept up, 
and repaired ? 

A. When I first settled in the township of Hull, there was not a single tree 
cut down ; I have opened all the roads, with some assistance, to make it 
possible for my people to pass and repass. One stone causeway, in particular, 
cost me above £, 1,000. The total of the amount of money spent by me and 
some of my neighbours upon these roads, for the twenty years past, amorniis to 
£. 2,21 1 17«. 6d., besides £, 955 expended by the conunisslonen of the eoonly 
of York, making a total of £. 3,166 17<. 6d., and the roads hi the Iront of the 
township are now very good. 

Q. What is the extent of the roads made in the said township with dus 
money ? 

A. About thirty nules. 


APfEKDiX. 359 

.• Q."A»e tlwie Btky, and what obstaeles, to making roads in the new 
tsvrn^ipef 

j^. The crown and deify reserves eonatitate ^ne great obstacle to the 
imiKovement of the internal commumoationa of the townships. The large 
traets of land, in the posaession of proprietors absent from the province, 
conatitnte anodier great ofaatacle. 

Q. Are the lands through wfaidi Ihe road firom HuH to Long Sault passes, 
in the hands of small or large proprietors ? 
- J, OeneraHy in lite hands of laige proprietors, absentees from the provmce. 

& What is the expense of clearing and fencing an acre of wild land ; and 
what is the usual produce of an acre of wild land ; and in what consists the 
process of dearingf 

A. The expense of clearing an acre of land is iS. 3 ; the produce is from 
Isro hundred to fonr hundred bnshels of potatoes per acre, or twenty-five 
bushels of oats, or twenty-five bushels of wheat, or thirty bushels of Indian 
com, or two hundred bushels of turnips. The process of clearing consists of 
Ifarae things ; first, cutting dovm the under>bnish, which is worth 7s, 6d, ; 
second, chopping down the wood in rows, two rods wide, worth £, 1 6$, ; 
third, firing, burning, and branding, fit for the harrow, worth £, I 7«. 6d, 
Then the work is done. 

-Q. What would be the expense of putting in the crop, per acre ? 

A, The common price is lOf. 

Q. Do not the poorer sort of settlers find themselves occasionally con- 
strained to adopt a more imperfect mode of clearing, and what is that mode ? 

A, Tes ; they first cut the brush and small trees, leaving the large trees 
standing, which shade the land, so that they do not get more than half 
a crop. > 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bouchette, Surveyor-General of this province, appeared 
before your Committee, and answered as follows :— 

Q. How long have you been Surveyor-General ? 

^. I am a commissioned surveyor of lands in this province since 1790. I 
*have been upwards of seventeen years at the head of the Surveyor-General's 
department 

Q. When did the Provincial Government commence to grant lands in free 
and common soccage ? 

A. In 1796. 

Q. What was the description of persons who were called the leaders ot 
townships ? 

A, I refer to the statement thereof in my geographical works*. 

Q. What was the number of signatures usually subscribed to the petition 
for the grant of a township? 

• A, About ^hirty*aix in a township of ten n41es square, of about 44,0Q0 
acres, admitting each individual had 1,200 acres. 

* See BouehetU^t Tppogrmphgf p. 944. 
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Q. Has tliefe been any gnats in Ibis ptovipcte m firpe andcQamnon loopvip 
to any one individual exceeding 1,200 acres* and what were dicy ? 

A. As fu: as I reodlect, to Sir Bobert Shore Biifaies^ and the memba;^^ 
tbe Executive Conocil*, imder a q^edal mandamgi frofii boo^ as an indem- 
nification for tbeir services and great trouble indie land-grantii^[r bosiDesB. . 

Q. By fdiat denomination was generally known that individual, apMogst 
jtbe petitioners, who chaiged himself with the preparing of the petition, 
and obtaining signatures thereto, with presenting the same to the FroviiMaal 
Goremment^ and carrying it throoy^ die Co«iicQ» with the expenses qCpir|rey, 
and ultimately with obtaining die patent, and payii^ the fees thereof! 

A. They were called leaders of townships. ^ 

Q. Upon the £ice of the patent did they, or any other patenteesi ireq^ive 
any more than 1,200 acres ? ^ . 

A. As £ur as my knowledge goes, not more. .. ^ 

d. What was the average value of lands in those townships^ as tb^ ^ere 
purchased up by qpecnlatasr^ from die year 1796. to 1803 and 1804 X . ^ , 

A. The lands were then considered of litde value, as th^ were jkiI^^ 
tar aM my knowledge extends, fir<Nn 64L to li, 3d. per acre. 

Q. How was the leader of a township indemnified for die expense of fur^, 
patent, &a : ^ 

A» It was generally, understood that they were indemnified by repeiving 
fix>m the other patentees a portion of the lands granted to these patentees .,. 

Q, Did you ever understand (NT hear what that portion was 7 . 
. A, I have genexalljr understood d^ some conveyed 1^000 acres* and others 


Q. : Have there been any new seignicMries erected in this country since ita 
conquest by the BridahZ 

A. Kone that I know of but Murray Bay and Mount Mmrray, and Shool- 
bred, in the district of GaspL 

Q, What is die number of seigniories in the districts of Quebec, Montreal, 
and Three Bivers? 

A* As far as I can recollect, 218 in the whole province. 

Q. Is the surplus agricultural population of the province of Lower Canada 
at all considerable ? 

A, I think it is. 
, Q, Is the distribution of lands in the cultivated parts of the seigniories of 
Lower Canada, amongst their setders, tolerably equal 7 

A. I think it is. 

Q. Whatistbeuiaals]Xeofthe£uns]BX4DwcvC«Badaimd>e8eigniQcif^ 

A. They are generally of three arpents in firont by thirty in depth, or of 


• Tiie leader will tee by thli, that tlie CXeevtffe Cowat/a had mnbo prlfdto 1irtenl(1i 
nummmMng tte dMSfe of tMmn;'AE,l^ Mr. li a m'lirtSe^a ffSjiiifliiBal VMk wtaH^-ai 
kadan af towaiUipa, alz aiaQibera af tbe Ksacativa Coandl and Ave of the LQcf«tati99f 
acd we kaoir tbat aiz aiemben, and even lew iuiiaIlj,^conitltnte a najoritj of the Kxsdl* 
tire CottocU. 
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ll&tfe' srp^Tit^ in ttoni by forty-two ih deptN, extept in a few singular instanees, 
in some of the first original grants, which have not a greater front but a fiir 
^greatelr depth. 

' Q. Are they notiiow, in many instances, subdivided to a degree which renders 
diem insufficient to afford convenience to the farmer and his family ? 
' A, Yes; I believe it to 1^ the case in many parts of thu province. 
' ' Q. What were the rients and services with which the fiurmers were charged 
kiiterior to the conquest ? 

<^ A. "They vary ; some at forty ioUf o£hers one icu toHmoU; but I believe never 
exceeding. 

Q. Are these charges deemed onerous by the people of the country f 
'"'A: 1 neveTiinderstood they were. * 

Q. Would they prefer to settle in the seigniories with these charges, in 
preference to settling on lands in free and common soccage ? 
'"' ''At, <r ]pre8time they would. 

Q. Have any ntmiber of Canadian settlers established themselves on the 
ifin^ granted in firee and common soccage ? 

A, I believe very few. 
* ^ifi.' To what eause do you attribute this t 

A, The reasons are obvious : they do not like the tenure, as tkey do not 
ktitiw !t ; they do not Hke to leave their relations and friends ; and they like to 
be VfiiSnxi tebch of their chiirches. 

Q. What are the fees taken in the land-g^ranting business ? 
'' A. lily patent fees are 15s. per 1,000 acres ; and, as fkr as I ipeooHect, l^ose 
of the secretary of the province 10«. ; and the clerk of the council, I believe, 
10». ; governor, 15*.; ttai&ioY,'6t,'tS,'; registrar, 6s. i attorney-general, tO«. 
Lands at present granted under military condition produce the following fees 
in my office: 7s. Sd. per location ticket; certificates of vacancy, 2s. Set. 


No. XIII. -J - •■'• 

ilxtract jrom the Resolves of the Council respectirij^ Jh^ 
Introduction qf Tenure in Free and Common Soopage, 
' ^iH U6U(^^9mimt^ Tmmt of ^Counifyi :> 

That the progress of population and settlement in this province, under the 
gpveaune&t of Fxance, whatever^ iJie cause or causes, of it, was slow ; the evil- 
tlvtftml partSj ffven inlbe eentattl diitxMta of QixAbec, Three Bive(»| and M^siti^ 
rea]« being, to ^s day, coiMiied to the banks of the St Lawrence, and th« 
mouths of navigable streams that fall into it 

That the royal patents, granta on concession of the lands, were either in 
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seigniory or ia roture ; the latter consisting of town lots, tons or small tracts 
aiul seigniories ; larger tracts of various dimensions, many of which are in th^ 
rear, or a few leagues from the convenience of water-carriage, still in forest. 

That the French king's territorial revenue arose from quints or alienation 
fines, of one-fifth of the consideration money payable by the purchaser of the 
lands held in seigniories ; and of lods et ventet, of one-twelfth on the sale of 
lands held in roture ; the lands in rohire ordinarily paying also etn» efrentes; 
the cens being one $ol, or an English half-penny for a firont of cme acre or 180 
French feet ; and the r^te^ another iol for every acre of the concession, with 
a bushel of wheat for every forty acres, or two fet capons of the value of 
twenty sols. 

That the French Crown did not exact its whole dues, hut remitted a 
tlurd, both of the quint and lods et ventes. 

That the seigniories were parcelled out into fiums, and these conveyed 
hy the seigniors under like charges of cens et rentes^ and suhject to lods et ventes, 
except where a large parcel had heen granted in arrihefief; on the subsequent 
transfers whereof a qtdnt hecame due to the seignior wilbout cens et 
rentes. 

That all the grantees, as well of the Crown as of the seigniors, had perma- 
nent estates, under an habendum to them, their heirs and assigns. 

That, according to the Receiver-General's accounts, the territorial revenue 

for the thirteen years, from the 1st of May, 1775, to the 1st of May, 178^ 

(comprehending arrears) was, in actual receipt at the treasury, not equal to 

ig.lO,aOO sterling; 

£, s. d. * 
the lods etvefOesXiemghai 1,351 9 5^ 

The quints 3,148 1 4| 

The balance of royal rents from all the King's 

own seigniories, Sorel excepted 4,554 7 ^% 

£.9,053 18 3| 
From Sorel ... 216 19 11 

. £.9,270 18 2| 

which, together with certain diitiei eff customs fixed by Act of Parliament, 
is hy the royal grace given to the province towards the support of its 
|[0vemment .^ 

That, in explaining the causes of the tardy progression of the population 
bf &e colony under the government of France, thei^ seems to be little o¥ no 
ground for ascribing It to the non-compiiance of ^ seigniors with the con- 
ditions for cultivation expressed in their patents or grants ; the instances of 
prosecutions for taking an advantage of these conditions, and returning 
their seigniories to the royal domain, being rare, and the seignicoiai cmfi- 
ioiret so much more numerous than Ae King's, that the fknner, oy die in- 
habitants of the seigniories, at all times did, and do now, constitute die main 
body of the landholders of the country. 

That the feudal system, if that was amongst the eauMB oif the noa-wtlle- 
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toeataadproportionalile debUi<y of the French colony, operating to n dis^ 
CQuri^ment of the royal grants, as well as the grants of the subject, ther* 
can be no ground for holding the grantees to a rigorous performance of the 
conditimis of their grants. 

That it was among the main causes of that low condition in which Canada 
was found at the Briti^ conquest, is deducible from the probability that many 
thousands of £uDilies had found their account in emigrating from the exu- 
•beiant population of the kiqgdom of France, if the Government had given 
their lands here upon easy terms, and especially in the fertile regions and 
moderate clinuites on the banks of the rivers and lakes in the south and 
south-west. 

That the discouragement of that system, to the settlement of the old 
French giants, must, in future, greatly increase ; the population depending 
now upon the introduction of British subjects, who are known to be all averse 
to any but English tenures* ; and the Canadian seigniors, of course, be left 
^without a hope of multiplyii^ their centitaires, except from the predilection 
of the descendants of the French planters to usages no longer prompted by 
interest nor recommended by example. 

That the grant of the waste lands of the Crown in free and common soccage 
is essential to the growth, strength, defence, and safety of the province. 

That unless the old French seigniories can be settled upon terms as advan- 
tageous to the husbandman as the lands of the Crowi^ their land-market must 
be at a stand, to the detriment of the proprietors, until the cultivation of the 
waste lands of the Crown is damped, by their remoteness from all water- 
carriageiand the conveniences and benefits of conunerce. 

Tha^ with the advantage of a vicinity to the navigable waten, and a con- 
version of the tenures, the seigniories will probably be the first t» be fully 
cultivated ; and with an increase of profit to the proprietors, under that 
ample dominion which they will then et^y over thek Isnd^ for aefctling them 
upon such terms as themselves may concert, to form a populous tenantry, 
and lay a foundation in property for that perpetuity of their names and 
fiuniUes which a wise and well -balanced government will be inclined to en- 
courage and support 

That the King's roturier tenants cannot £eu1 to wish for a conversion and 
discharge from the eem et rente* and lodt et veiUet, and all the other feudal 
burdens connected with the tenure under which they now hold. 

That motives of interest wiU naturally make it the desire also of every 
seigniorial censitaire, to stajod upon the same foundation of exemption with the 
other landholders of the colony ; but as this commutation for a discharge of the 
rents and dues to the landlords must necessarily depend upon private con- 
ventions between them and their tenants, and involving considerations out 
Qf the contemplation of any but the parties reciprocally interested, their cases 
cannot be the objects of special and particular legislative provision ; perhaps 
the surest meai^s of securing to the tenant a fair compact, will be to hold the 

* Tbu avenion, caused bj natioaal ptejtuUcfi8« mob ceases wfaen the nature of tbr, 
FreBck tenare h well nndentood. 
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feudal inqimhyaor^e* ia big own fayour. -t^rod 

That the ,pre]:ogatlve U competent to put the waste IsuHUof dto Cr^v^t 
under a soccage texuve ; but tbe legUlatwe iatei^pQtitioii. ia ne cc i M » g ^ 
m^e that tenure uoiversaL , :r<: 

.That if this is ti9 be tbe wor^ not of Parliament .but of the Col<»iial hafp^': 
l«ture, tbe ilqyal inatructioDa givea for tbe greater aecurity of the ^wftttt^.fot? 
the aubject will require an Act with a probationary or aus^nding clauaa^ wMi)^ 
His Hf^st/a approbation can be ^obtained. . : ( 

Tlu4 an absolute and universal ccmunutation of the aaoient t«Rur«8,t|i«|^ 
for the better, would be a measure of doubtful policy ; but that no. si|bst|Hi|M> 
objection occurs against giyiuig aucb individuals that, benefit as desire aV ^9^ 
especially tp such of 4ba jaigniories whose tanaxits or cfiuiMra' 'abflBv 
conceive it to be for tbe»r ,o^, aa well as for .the interest and benefit of.Mith 
landlords, aud may therefore aignify.tbeir Q(^aMsat to tbecfaangp. . r.n 

That the enda may be accomptisbed by a law^ with d«uso» to the jEioUfiniiffo 
tenor or import : — i .'(^-. 

3e it enacted, &C. &c.* - .^•.., 
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Mr. Mftbane's reasons of dissent from the i^es61tfci6n and notion of HtSr 
Cliief Justice, adopted by ^ Committee. " '^ 

'Because the resolutions moved £br do not appear to apply to the object of'' 
tbe reference. 

ISeeause it appears that the slow progress of population and settlement,^ ^ 
tmdei* the govenhnent of France, eannOt be ascribed to any iiiherent vice in'' 
the several tenures under whieb lands are held in the colony; that it arose "' 
frcm* the difflcMties whi<A ^e ftrst settlers foand in contending witb fierce ' 
andsa^fage nfttions which surrounded them ; from iSMr frequent wars with the ' 
Brinish ct^oniear and, ab&ve aH, from their repeated expeditions in thi;' 
upper countries, and towards the Ohio, in which the ambitious policy ct'^ 
Yrtaaot bad foveed tbem to engage. 

3tdatiafr il appears eridem^ from the rapid and afanost unexampled progmr'' 
of population in the province (from its own resources), being fnm €SfiQ^^ 
souls in tbe year 1766, to about 120,000 in 1784, and who are now chiefly 
employed in agriculture, that the present tenures are not inimical to popula* 
tion and settlement of the colonyf. 

Because tiie King^s rights in the ancient tenures of the country being 


* No change of this kijid hat jet taken place. I nndentand that the Hononrable Mr. 
Rale, aeignior of St. Anne, hat lately renewed an application for a change of tennre in that 
part of hii aeigniorj not yet conceded, which application was formerly made by Mr. Dn 
Lanandi^re, seignior of the name place; bat I am not yet acquainted with the raralt. 

t The Hononrable Mr. Cnthbert, ia his examination before the Committee, mid : 
** That in no country where he had trayelled, had he met with such a dcaae agricultval 
popnlation as ia Canada, except ia French Flanders and Brabant. 
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elj i ktirty fHiet^td in liw Aet Mfa^ the King^, utathy^mfmfitlftfB grtttiicknir 
bounty appropriated to defray the expenses of thrft ge^ernibertt^ ought notr^ 
te^ Be "felinquished or MCfifioed widKNit an eqtdtident compensadon. 
' Socaase, hoivever unprodoctive fhe territorial reventie may faav)^ Mthertb" 
been, from the indulgence or supineness of government, no judgment can be ' 
formed, ilrom the sums actually coHeeted,' of Ae revenue that may hereafter 
aiise therefrom, which most increase in proportion to the population and 
coBuneftie ttf the province* 

Because the predilection o£ the native inhabitants of the province to ihelr 
aiUient tenures and laiAv ought not to be interfered with, unless by their own 
GMsent, and on the strongest and clearest grounds of public utility. ' 

Because the alterations proposed by the resehitionB, or any odier con- -' 
vMsidn of tenure, tendiiq; to give the seignior a more absolute and uncon^ ^ 
dllfema) possession of the fief, woidd not only be a sacrifice of the King's ' 
rights, but wotdd defeat the wise intentions and beneficial effects of the arriu ' 
of ^?ni and 1732, and the declaration of 1748, by which the seignior is 
obliged to grant, to such persons as will apply for them, for the purpose of 
in^roveraent, lands in concession, subject only to the accustomed and sti- 
pulated rents and dues; and upon his non-compliance the Governor is 
authorized, on the part of the Crown, and for the benefit thereof to the 
exclusion of the seignior for ever, to concede or grant the lands so iqpplied 
for*.. 9y tbeHsame Jaw the seigniors are forbid, under pain of nuUiJcy aaA a 
reunion to the Crown of the land attsnpted to be sold, to sell any pirt of. 
thf^improyed lands, or «n.M« dehmiti diapoeitioBB of law h%^y fiivoum)^ 
to the improvement of the colony, and which secure to the children of thsk • 
ceusiiairei, or others, the means oi setUeawBl, and^f emploipag i^eir indust]^ 
in cultivation, on fixed and moderate terms; whereas, if the oonyeEsion-oC ' 
thi^seigniories into free and oommon soocage should talse placte^ the ohildren 
oC the present inhabitants of the country, and all othem desirous to settle ' 
th^tifeon, shoiUd be left entixdy subject to the arbitraxy essfotiona of. thai 
sc^ginoES, to their infixute prejudice, and the manifest detnaieiit of the i 
country's improvement. 

Because it appears that the services, or burdens, to which limtwriimm, * 
un^ conqessiona from seigpiors, are su^ee^ are fow, deiriy undentMd 
and aaoertained, and are by no means ooeroiis or oppveiiive, 

J. WILLIAMS, C.L.C. '"' 
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No. XIV. 

Observations on the Report of the Committee of the whole 
Council, respectifig a Change in the Ttnwres of th^ 
Province of Lower Canada*. 

Of all the legislators who have preceded the present age, those hare heen 
the wisest who have come nearest to an establishment of equality among die 
subjects. The wisest of all, because he had the Spirit of God, whom we 
adore, was Moses ; he divided the lands amongst the Hebrews with so laucH 
justice and equality, that the smallest complaint was nev^r heard. Bat' it 
would have been little to have established this equality, had he not used tile 
means of maintaining it To succeed, he rendered these lands by theft 
nature inalienable, and with so tnuch wisdom, that the inafienabQity oon- 
stantSy supported itself against the efibrts of arvarice, which generally 
overturns all things. In such manner, that if any one had alienated hit 
estate in a time of calamity, he, orliis heirs, if he had any, recovered hift 
property the year of the jubilee. Thus, every fifty years, the aneient distri^ 
bution was re-established, in full right He did more : he provided In math 
manner for the liberty of individuals, that, if any one had trafficked away a 
part of his property, he recovered it at that epoch. Thus lost members were 
restored to their country, who, in re-entering into the possession of dieir laftds, 
recovered the title of citiztos, and found themselves in a condition to fiM 
the functions of a tntizen. Hetice, among them were never known tiiose 
seditious demands of new registers, or new partitions, so common in Greece, 
any more t&an those Agrarian laws so often asked by the Romans. 

If it was at present a question of a new establishment, of giving a form to 
a new people, a more exceRent model could not be proposed. But the 
present question is only of procuring advantages to a people already esta- 
blished r of correcting faults in the culture of a delicate plant, and not of 
rooting it up : it is a tree, of which the trunk may be preserved, and provision 
made for extending its roots. 

It is a tree that may be pruned ; but care must be taken not to destroy U, 
under a pretext of giving more vigour to the roots already formed, by de* 
priving them of the means of spreading and dividing themselves into new 
branches, by removing the surrounding earth. This is what must necessarily 
happen, if the present tenures be abolished, and the soccage substitated in 


* On the 96th of Avgvst, 1 790, a reference was made by Hit Ezcellencj (be Riglit 
Honourable Gay. Lord DoichetCer, to the llonoarable ibe Iiegislative Coancii of the 
profinee, apon the eKpediency of changing the tenore* of the coantry into the tenaie by 
free and commoa soccage ; and it is npon their reiiort that the above obMivations were 
aaade. For further information, see first and Be?4ath Reports of the Committee of the 
House of Assembly. 
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their place, without obviating two principal inconvenienees — the future 
oppression of the husbandmen, and the ruin of the present seigniors. 

In fact, if the rights of lods $t ventet and of batmalitS* be retrenched, 
widiout a compensation weighed in t\ie balance of justice, it will be lopping 
off the head of this tree to give more vigour to the roots. The seigniors 
must perish, wiiilst the present race di husbandmen would reap the advantage* 
But, on tihe other faandj if the {nture seigniors be permitted to sell their lands 
uncleared, and to grant leases on such eonditions and charged wiiii such 
services as &ey please, it will be taking away from individuals the means of 
fgoeanmg lands lor their clnldren; whence the future husbandmen would be 
exposed to oppression. Thus, tiie head of the tvee being lopped of^ the root 
fseuld be seen sensibly to wither, and t^e tree would perish. Thus, to a 
hBnp^ and truly free people would succeed a people of slaves and wretches—* 
a people without hope of procuring thaaselves a decent support, and, oonse^ 
ijfUstiJityt wkhout any certain means of educating their <^ildien ; by consequence^ 
without mosality, and void o£ probity* 

. . l^iis has not escaped t^ vigUant attention of the Bight Honourable Lord 
Dunnchester, in the order of reference. His views are^ to establidi in the 
province the kind of tenures best calculated to insure the progress of agri-* 
culture, to render the people happy, to attract new setders, and procure a 
numerous population* Views truly wise, and worthy the representative of a 
gireat King. 

) To atudn this end, His Excellency wishes tiie soooage to be considered 
oonlomaible to the dauses inserted in the statute 12th. Gar. I J., cap. 24; 
tibat the advantages and disadvantages of tins tenure may be compared with 
l^e advantages and disadvantages of the present tenures; and ill case a 
change should appear to be advantageous, the mode to be diosen of doing h 
without prejudice to the rights of individuals and the general interest of the 
country is shown. Such is the certain route marked out by His Exeellency, 
m &41owing which we cannot run any risk of error. 

The statute 12th Car. II., cap. 24*, retained the tenures in soocage, Jrank 
akwngnet petit seijeanty, the honorary services of grand seijeanty, and t^e 
copyhold, or tentn*ds by copy of court-roll. This may be seen in Blaclistoiie 
(€hap. I. of the modem Tenures). 

The soccage, in its most ample signification (says this respectable Butiior)iy 
seems to denote a tenure by any certain and ^terminate service. It is of 
two species : the-free soccage, of which tlie services are honourable ; and the 
viHein soccage, of which tite services, tiiougfa certain, are of a base nature. 
^Mch as hold by honourable services are caUed hheri whemmmi, free sokemenf 
fiseeholders, aocordiag to Glanvil, &c. &o. 

The grand criterion, the touchstone by which to distinguish tibis kind of 

'* Tbetti|i|>reMion «f tesnal mills, It Is ta lia flMvefl, ntgM be prcgudlokil fo iiiAvMnttli^ 
far if % toll b« not fixed fS»r grlndlnf , he wbeae nill mh^ht lie nost atfvantageoDiij sitiifttfd,' 
woqld have it in hii power to avail bimself of tliU advantage, to vex those who migbt be 
obliged to bare recourse to blio, in the tooxfreqnent uahappy case of a uniyenally dry 
leasoB. 


fenttVe/h liy ittierridesbeitt^eerlSKinanddeterniinafe; Inch, in p^dcti&iV, 
are the petit seijeanty, tenure in burgage, or the manner in which borougflil 
and Mwhs hdM of l))eir lofdH) aiid gavel-ldftd. Thns is confirmed by #hair be 
'tajr8«1itdelilgber; iSnat 13^ tmlitary services (as escuage itself), wMM ih^ 
remained uncertain, were eqiutaleht to knight service ; and that the instaift 
they were rendered certain, iSiey changed both thehr nature and name, and 
#ere' cafled soocigerfirom whence he eondudes, it is the detefrmin^tlon'of 
liie services that gives the name to this tenure. 

"- Nbtfaing, adds be, bettet ptoves a great liberality, a great privilege, than 
Afe'certidnty of the nature of the services which frees the tenant from^llh^ 
obligation of obeying, without delay, the caprice of a seignior, who caBed titk 
ifimrtvhen he pleased, as in l)ie knight service ; fbr which reason Britton,* Who 
describes the tenure itt soccage, uttder the hame of j^otmite firme, says, thai 
they consist in lands^ of which the nature of the services, being of cbivafrj^ 
hksbeen changed by feofBnent, for certain and determined annual sefvte^ 
among which were reckoned neither homage, ward, marriage, or relict ' '^ 

Blackstone afferwards proves, that the tenure in soccage is not lesJ of • 
feudal origin tihan the chivalry tenure ; and that by the ten iustttices of com* 
parison, which are too long to insert here, it suffices to aay a few words, 'm 
passant, on two of these instances. ^ '^ 

At die fourth, he says, that ^e tenure in soccage was of common ti|ffat(f 
Object to aids to the lord, when his son was knighted, when he married hht' 
eldest daughter, &c. &&, which aids were fixed by the statute of Westmin^bf 
i, chap. S6, at 20«. for every i^.20 per annum ; these aids which were oti^- 
nally mere benevolences, were afterwards enacted as matter of right Th^' 
statute 12tih Car. II., abolished tihem, for what reason is easily seen. These 
aids, in die first instance, were only benevolences ; they were raised by 
vexation into absolute rights ; the seigniors became oppressors. 

But it was not so with respect to the relief^ which was paid by die heir at' 
the death of his ancestor, and which was a year's revenue of the estate held in 
soccage, whether considerable or not. This relief wbich Bracton does not 
look upon as a real relief but simply as qu^dam jprmstaHo loco relevH in reeog- 
nUumem dammi, was retrenched by the statute of Edw I., chap. 1., Which 
declares. that the firee sokeman shall pay no relief, but after the death of his' 
ancestor shall pay double the usual rent 

The statute 12th Car. II., reserves this relief; and on lands in lee nmple, 
holden by a rent, the relief is still due on the death of the tenant 

'^ft would be too long to i^te the ten!ures inVfflainage irtmple and pnVi- 
leged; the different modes of possessing them and their different service^^ 
what they have in conraieti with free w^sufpty and in what diey diffir; nt 
sofficea to remark* that the statute 12th Car. IL, chap. 24, sec 7, has reserved^ 
the tenure by eopy of coturfe-roUsi widi all tlM service* dependent thereon 4: 
and, consequently, arbitrary rights, at the will of the lord, are yet adtnow-^ 
ledged in England- It is true that the courts of justice have confintf 
thes^ ir^ts within moderate bounds, to prevent' tfaear absorbing the inhcf 
ritance, insomuch that, except under particular circumstances, never iiidrir 


4li«NL,ttro yeart' xtyeamot aa eitate «w .tUtmtti .m.-^it nt WKcewiw,.^ 

^< . - - •/» 

.,,$uch4re the tetmr«9 that h^ve preyall^^' in J&nghwd sino^.tbe sftatpj^ 
4^ Ciur.. II. It is clearly Been that the &eft socciig«, i£ it does not fff^^y 
94foit a relief, adnuta, at lea«t, of a oompeiwatioi)* 

.. The villain aoccage adnMls tba rights of heiio^ iaiieu ^ the reliiie^ to.b* 
paid after the death of the texuakt, by hia heir; it adopts the righta oi aliens 
ation, even arbitrarily (at least by fiction), and arcording to the will joi the 
Iqrd; though* in one sense, they heccwgue pertaimheoajose the«oiirt% in tleir 

judgments, will not suffer them to exceed two years', revenue on the Up^ th^ 

th iM | Ikeld* 

. Our rotuHer tenuresy • according to the custom ^ Paci^ do not admit.of 

^Uef in any case; and the alienation, fines, xftiUfij^^lodi eA wnteMf cjmneye^ 

extend to two years' revenuef , These are the tenures I am about to s^w^ 

a$if^u)Dling to the custom of Pam with the. tenure, iA A/* ^ copite,. or v^Bme^. 

diately ^om the King, and the tenure in arrUreJief. 

^ All the tenures of Canada are conlbrmable to the custom of Par^ and fre 

diicided into noble and roturier^ 

., ^The noble tenures are all subject to the rights oifrqfta fief* and nqmwatM; 

aequitSf when they ML into hands of roturiert or in main-morte ; that is, a fine 

WJ|Heh ^se roturierjt or holders in nudn-morte, becoming possessors, of noble 

e^t^teji, are. obliged to pay to the King» when he shall be pleased to order ^ 

(^chusation of itt^ 
.Those noble tenures are either yranc^ akux^ or fiefs subject to services or 

redevancesj or fie& in frank olmwgne. The only object, at present, being to^ 

obviate the odium meant to be thrown on our tenures, it suffices to mention the 

fi,e& held by services and redevances. 
The fie& are held either immediately or mediately of the King. The im-, 

mediate vassal of the King, owes him, — 
Ut, Fealty and homage, with the aveu et detumbrement, 
2nd. In case of sale or other act equivalent to a sale, the new possessor, 

owes the 9tttfi/§. 
, Zrd. In case of succession, in the collateral line only, the heir owes the 

relief ||. 

4^A. In those according to the Fexm U Franfou, which are but few, the 

relief is due on every mutation, but never any ^int 

m 
f 

« KatwftbftaiidiDf Hbm mo<Uimtioin m wiiel j otaliValied actinit ftppiCHioa, caa sajr 
one dinemble that these terrlces ate very onerous ? In our present tenores, are there aiij 
that can be put In comparison wKh Iheie ? 

t Thoy are bat a tireUth part of the aiaamnt of the pitro ha sa iao i ey« . 

X The Kins orders this declaratioii nearij every forty years, accordia|p to Ferriire, 
•eritofrancfirfi this change may be looted upon at aneertain; tttrate belnr aceordiiif 
te the prndeoee of the oflcen appofated ftir thk purpMS, fkom a state of tha immumm 
aitsiac from the possessions. 

^ The fifth pact of the parchase-money. 

t It ts a year's revenae of the said «ef, or m Miai fitad by award, or by eito of tb« bair, 
at the option of the seignior. This right oan be paid bmt eaca la a year, bowiffr ai 
ro|u sach natationt may be ia that period. 
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Mt. The miHtaty §^fk» in virtue of the ton, If ^le tenant be not pHVh- 

The mediate vassal of the King owes to the seignior of whom he fmnie^ 
diately holds, ail the above dties) except the milit&ry serviee, which is never 
due but to the King. 

Such axe the bnrdetis of eommon right) theite are some ethers verf reason- 
able and of great advaatage to the public geod, imposed by clauses in ^ 
concessions cited in the report of the Solieitor-General, as well as in 1^ 
replies of the HonouraUe Chavks de Laaaudi^ref . 
. I say nothing of La JusUet,^- 

1st Because it is fallen into disuse, or useless since the conquest^ par- 
tfcidarly by the Quebec Act 

2nd. Because it would create confusion in the present admiMlration^^ 
justice. 

9rd. Because it is not inhevent in the feudal tsnai^JhfgtjmsHee n'emtrii^ 
de conununXw 

If from all' these rights be excepted Ihe right of /rone fief, and of sontvour 
acquits f it may be said, that the noble tenures have no dues repugnant to the 
soccage, because, in this case, they have none but what are certain. 

I may venture to say, they are neither onerous to the tenants not ^maesy 
to the government. And as the statute 12th Car. IL, by &e sect 6, of 8ap.;M^ 
reserves aU these rights, except for estates held immediately of the Kangia 
capite, I may add, that they have nothing contrary to thia statute, exfecfl 
what may regard the rights owing to the King. What mil be said of the 
fotures will show that these first tenures are not oppressive for the 
censitaires, 

A juster idea cannot be given of the roturier tenures^ considered with 
respect to their nature, than by using the proper terms of Ferriftre, in his 
Vietioimaire de Droit, His words are, verbo rotttre t — 

" Roture is an inheritance held en censivey different from fie&) which ase 
inheritances held nobly. Fealty and homage, the dinwnbrement, reiirf, qtlint* 
matn-fflise, retrait fkodcd, forfeiture, have no place in rotures. 

** Inheritances held ia rotwe owe but two principal rights; the aonual 
cenSf and the lode et ventet, which are due from the new proprietor to Ifae 
seignior censier, in virtue of sale, or other conveyance equivalent to a sale. 

** To these two rights must be added the fines for non*payment of- the 
cens, or for failure of notifying the sale ; the first is of five e^le Pitritisi, the 
second of three Iwres, fifteen eoUJ* 

To form any other idea of the rotures under the custom of Paris, is to 


* This doty has never been required in Canada. 

t Tbej are to give notice of wbat mines may be fonnd in tbe said fiefs; to reserve 6A 
trees proper for building vessels ; and to fnmfoh the neceMary ground for erecting forts en. 
— See fir^t Report of tbe Committee of the House of Assembly, page 69. 
. X Ferri^, titre premier deeJUifi en general fparagmphe premier No. S5, pt^e M, 
to the end* 

% Sols ParisU are three-pence and one-third, and three litres fifteen sols make thirty^ 
seven pence halfpenny. "^ 
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ab^dofi the b^t lav avtborj^w. It yemmns ^ dlow« that every man has a 
right to oblige the seignior to grant him lands, at a very moderate and 
obtain vetura. 

The right and fiicility that evvry indiyidual in the produce has of hawtng 
lands under the present tenures, is manifestly proved by the ordinaaoes cited 
l^ ibfi SolioitoiwGeiieral and tiie Honourable Charles de Lanandidre, as well 
as l]^ the clauses of the conceesiona of seignioriei^ aa tiiese gentlemen have 
akao weU remarked* 

1. By these ordinances, and by these dauses, it ia expressly forbid te ike 
seigniors to sell lands uncleared, on pain of leoimioa to the domain of the 

4SI>WU« 

2. It is expressly ordained, that tiie seigniors ehali grant lands to all who 
'ask for theiQ^ 

3. If the seigniors refuse to grant them, after being required so to do, die 
persomi asking the said lands shall make oomplaont Co the Govemora, &c., 
which Groyemors are authorized to grant them to them, under the name and 
te ibe pfofit of ^ King* at the same rate aa the other concessiaiia of the 
said seigniory. 

To show that the diaigea and redetanees of ihe rvfuret are eertain and 
modemtBi it avttkoeB to expose the highest rentes that aie known to have been 
stipi|lated prior to the conquest, without examining if any aeignior, under 
the nlenoe of the government since that epoch, may have al^wlatcd te 
higher, or pot in practice any vexation. 

1. The greatest tentet before the conquest, when they were stipulated to 
be in cash, were tivo teit totmuis per superficial acre*. 

2. Those which Were stipulated in money and wheat, were of one eol teurmh 
per supeiAeii^ acre^ and a bushel of wheat for forty superficial acres. 

As to the eeiksf it consisted, generally speaking, of a «o2, or a Ml and a half 
toumoU, for every acre in front, by the whole depth of the conceasionst. 
This cent is subject to—* 

1. The right of lodt et rentes. 

2. La saipne ; that is to say, twelve iUniert PtuisU, te being seized of it: 
boMlie eighty-second article of the custom says, Ne prsnd stusime qid %e veut. 
There is no ohtigation to take Muta^. 

3. The fine when the case happens §, 

By the ordinances already cited, and by the clauses inserted in the con- 
tracts, the censitairet are obliged, — 


* Two Mfo tournoit are equal to a peaoj and- one-nintb ; a «o< toumoit being fife* 
ninths of a peanjr. 

f A »ol and a half toumoU is fifteen-vigbteenths of a penny of cen«, for an arpent in 
front, bjr twenty* thirty* forty arpento in depth. Some are known to be one hundred and 
t«eaty-siz arpeots in depth, which are tnl^ect but to this cent. 

X Twelve deniert BaritU are eqnal to two-thirds of a penny. 

^ This fine ia of two sorts : one is locorred by the refusal of paying the cent et retttei, 
and b of five ioU Purisis ; the other arises from the default of notice being given of the 
ipfa, and consists of three Uvres and fifteen ssU, Bat a sentence of the judge is 
Beceaary to oblige the proprietor to the payment of these fines. 
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. 1. To let their gndn be ground at Uie •eignior'B mitt, and to {My the 
fourteenth part for grinding. 

2. To make, or permit to be made, all roada and bridges neoestaiy for 
the publia 

3. To clear theit lands and occupy them, widim a fear and a daj from the 
date of the contract [A clause extrraoefy ^iVouraUe to agriculture, to ^b* 
advancement of the proinnpe, and to population.] 

4. They are subject to the reserve of mines, ores and mineral8» and 
oak trees*. . . 

Thus every man has a right to inaiat on a grant of land, without its coating 
him a sol to become a perpetual proprietor of itf ; and if die rentts are afi 
stipulated to be in m^mey, he will pay annually for an estate, for example, of 
four acres by forty, a rent of sixteen Uvret toumoUy and a cmw of nx toltX' 

U, on the contrary, the rent is in money and wheat, he will pay eight livret 
toumoU o{ rentes and six toit of cent, with four bushels of wheatf. 

If afterwards this land is sold, the ptschater, on entering into all the rights 
of the setdcr, becomes also subject to the charges, and will owe the lodt et 
ventes\\. 

Is it then without reason that, under the present systm of tenures, die 
people of ^s province are said to be happy ? Is the eentitaire exposed on 
his death to Have the fruits of his labour torn from him, after flattering him- 
self with having, by the labour- of a whole life, aequived for the children of his 
bosom the sacred right of an inheritance ? 

Can these tenures be compared to the leases of ten, twenty yean, for life, 
&C., known in England, of one or of several acres of land for annual rents of 
two, four, six, ten guineas per acre, which the un foitwiaiL husbandman can- 
not pay without being reduced to live on a fourth pwt of what is necessary to 
sflttu^ his appetite, and thatin potatoes, oats, &c? Yet^ still happy if he be 
not oUiged, after having deared a great part of his land, to abandon his sacred 
and natural right to the fruits of his labours, gained by the sweat of his bnv, 
from his incapaci^ to pay an oppressive rent 

Is this a kind of tenure, which draws the blood of the labourer to nouriib 
and satiate the rich lord, as voluptuous as indolent and useless ? Is this a temne 
where the earth devours its inhabitants, and must foil, by a natutaXieiidenpf* 
into the hands of these great proprietors, the eternal soouige of populadonf 


* As t« Mik trees, this reeerve doee not take ttom them the libert j of catting iheoi domi 
OD the land they clear, nor even on their other laods; cattom hsTteir ever eouaidiKil lUi 
reserve la this sense: that the Kinf has a right of taklof those trees wherever lie iadt 
thea, as also the seigniors for their mllis, Ac, without having It in tlieir power to chaigv 
tlieir cetuHaires with cnlpahiliCy for catting them down. There is even a jndicmeBt of 
M. Begon, of the SOth of Jnly, 1T99, which forhids the seigniors to tronhle their 
cen»itaire» in the eoBplojoMnt and sale of the oak trees th^ cat dowa on their lands. 

t It will cost him bat the notary** fee for passing the deed. 

^ Making 15«. Itf. aonnal rent for one bnndred and lixtjarpents of land. 

4 Making 7«. 84., with foar hashels of wheat, for the same qaantity of land. 

I The lodt et wnte», as has been alreadj said, are the twelfth part of the sauMBt of 
the purehaaeHBoney; the seigniors generally remit a fourth of this right, withoat aay 
prescription heing established against them hy csstom. 


- As a proof, none are known to leave the pvovincd to seek elsewhere a more 
advantageous kind of tenure ; while we see arrive here families in swarms, to 
enjoy the benefits that its tenures offer them, and breathe the f^ air of its 
husbandmen. 

Snch are the observations I have made, after reading with attention and 
reflecting nn the' extract of the proceedings of a Committee of the whole 
Council of His Majesty,' printed by order of liis Excellency, dated the 20tii of 
October last As a citisen and native of the province, of course as much inte- 
rested in its Welfiire as any can be, I think no one can blame me for them. 
I submit them, with' the most humble respect, to the^camlnation and wisdom 
U the Right Honoutable Lord Dorchester. 

THOMAS BEDARO, Priest 

Quebecj February 16, 1791. 


Na XV. . . 

List of Counties and Meniben's Jbr eack^ ojccording to the 
Representation BiU, as amended by the Legtsls^ve Coun^ 
cU and agreed to by the House of Assembly^ Wth of 
Marchy 1829; taking the Population according to the last 
Census qf IS^. 

Counties. Members. 

1. Gasp6 ---------•-,. X 

2. Bonaventure ------..... i 

3. Rimouski ............2 

4. lUmoivaska ..-.^.,....2 

5. L'Islet ..,^....2 

6. Belle-Chasse ........ -..-2 

7. Dorchester ... ^.........2 

8. Beauce -------- 2 

9. Megantic (doubtful) ---------i 

10. Lollibini^re -------:. --2 

11. Nicolet .--.-.---.---2 
• -12. *¥aiMMk!a ..-•-- .2 

W. Drummond --------.-.-i 

>14A.«Sherbrooke - .*.--. .-.--2 

15. Standstead 2 

16. Miaaisquoiii -...-.-.-.--2 
•' 17. fiheflbrd 1* 

•18. Richelieu ........ ..^-.2 

T 
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CounMBi. Mtmben. 

19. St Hyacinthe 2 

. . 20. RouviUe - 2 

21. Verchdres 2 

22. Chambly ------. 2 

23. La Prairie - 2 

24. Beauhamais --2 

25. L'Acadie 2 

26. Vaudreml - - - - 2 

27. Ottawa 1 

28. Deux Montagnes ----......2 

29. Terrebonne 2 

80. Lachenaye ------------2 

31. L'Assomption ----- 2 

32. Montreal 2 

33. Berthier 2 

34. St. Maurice 2 

35. Champlain --..---------2 

86. Portneuf 2, 

37. Quebec 2 

88. Montmorenci -----------1 

89. Saguenay ------------2 

40. Orleans 2 

41. City of Quebec -4 

42. City of Montreal 4 

43. Three Rivers 2 

44. William Henry 1 

Total - - - 84 


In the Bill sent up by the Assembly the number was eighty-nine. The 
counties of Kamouraska, Belle-Chasse, Richelieu, St. Hyacinthe, Rouville, 
Chambly, La Prairie, L'Acadie, Deux Montagues, Terrebonne, Montreal, 
Berthier, and St. Maurice, each have one Member by the Bill as amended by 
the Council (say thirteen) ; the Bill, as it came from the Council, adds to 
Rimouski, Beauce, M^gantic (doubtful), Lothbini^re, Sherbrooke, Missisquoui, 
Lachenaye, and Orleans, one each (say eight) i which leaves the eighty-four 
Members. 

The Bill goes into opperation at the next general election, only excepting 
with regard to the townships, which are to elect representatives next sum- 
mer, to be present at the next session of the Assembly. The township Mem- 
bers in all are nine ; and, including Beauhamais, which is partly of land, in 
free and conunon soccage and partly enfirf, eleven ; eight only of these, being 
for the eastern townships, can, however, be returned before the general election. 

The principle by which the representation is regulated by the amendments 


quo"'- 
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of the Couneil, is two Members for 4,000 inhabitant! and upwards; above 
1,000 and under 4,000, one ; under 1,000, to vote in the neaiest county. 
The Bill sent to the Council gave one Member for about every f,000 souls. — 
Quebec Gazette, March 12, 1829. 


No. XVI. 
Encouragement to Emigration, 

A Bin to encourage emigration from foreign parts into tliis province has 
been sent from the Legislative Council, and concurred in by the House of As- 
sembly. Its provisions, we believe, are briefly these : — Foreigners may pur- 
chase and hold lands in this province, and convey the same in fee simple ; and^ 
at the expiration of five years, having complied with certain conditions of 
registry, &c. &&, and taking the oath of allegiance, shall be considered natural 
bom subjects of His Miyesty, and be admitted to all the privileges of subjects, 
with the right, under our provincial statutes, of voting at elections, and being 
returned to serve in Parliament^ after having completed a residence of seven 
years in the province. 

The Bill is one of those reserved for His Migest/s pleasure.—- Queftec Mer- 
eury, March 31, 1829. 


FINIS. 
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